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Situation at Shiraz. Repeats telegram from 
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instructions similar to those in No. 79 .. I 


Topographical survey in West Persia. Re¬ 
fers to No. 578. Part XIX. Enquires on 
behalf of Government of India ns to extent 
of proposed work, and scale of maps .. 61 

Road between Bunder Abbas and Kerman. 

Points out that the concession proposed in 
No. 21. is in accordance with No. 41, 

Hurt XVI. Thinks that Ilis Majesty's 
Government should support the scheme 
subject to result of enquiries ns to whether 
it is intended to levy road tolls.. .. 61 

Russian troops at Kazvin. Reports informa¬ 
tion received from Munster for Foreign 
Affairs of intention to withdraw troops. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs hopes for 
support of Ilis Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran in securing settlement of outstand¬ 
ing questions with Persian Government.. 62 

Russian troops in Persia. Refers to No. 75. 
Reports strength of at Kazvin and Tabreez 

Hormuz oxide. Informs of intention to ship 
oxide from Ilormuz in steam-ship “Guild¬ 
hall," ami suggest that information bo 
sent to authorities at Bunder Abbas .. 62 

Russian troops at Kazvin. Refers to No. 82. 
Reports publication of faet of withdrawal 
of.63 

Russian troops at Kazvin. Authorises to act 
on last paragraph of No. 82 .. 68 

Increased salutes for sheikhs of Moham- 
morah, Kowcit, und Bahrein. Transmits 
copy of correspondence rulutivo to .. 63 

Topographical survey in West Persia. Re¬ 
plies to No. 80. Gives text of telegram 
already sent to Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and 
Co. to effect that tho extent of the work 
will bo 500 miles, tho scale of maps 
6 inches to the mile, and the period for 
which services of officers will ho required 

two years .. .. .. .. 66 

Agency of Socidtv du Tombac at Bus!lire. 

Refers to Nos. 74 and 78. Russian Go¬ 
vernment have instructed representative 
at Constantinople to support His Majesty’s 
Government.. .. .. .. 66 

Navigation of lake Urumia. Refers to No. 

33. Reports negotiations between British 
and Russian consuls aud Stevens .. CG 

Rusiiim troeps in Persia. Expresses satis- 
taction at news in No. 82. His Majesty's 
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468 Tel. Nov. 3, 1909 Situation at Ardebil. Reports conversation 
with Minister for Foreign Affaire on. 
Order sent to Viceroy of Caucasus to 
despatch available troops. Troops at 
Kazvin to bo, however, withdrawn 

470 Tol. 3, Situation ot Ardebil. Corrects No. 92. Re¬ 

ports occupation of town by Shahso- 


Situstion at Ardebil. Refers to No. 96. Re¬ 
ports fears of Minister for Foreign Affaire 
that a strong force might have to be dis¬ 
patched to Ardebil. Action of Rahim 
Khnn strongly condemned 

Advance to Persian Government. Reports 
that Persian Government have urged him 
to induce Imperial Bank to advance a 
loan on Crown jewels for campaign at 
Ardebil. Situation at Ardebil .. 

Situation at Ardebil. Repeats telegram from 
Ilis Majesty’s acting consul-general at 
Tnbreez, reporting flight of Sattar Khan 
and movemeuts of Russian troops 
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99 Sir G. Barclay .. 768 Tel. 4, 
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102 Sir A. Nicolson .. 472 Tel. 5, 
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1C5 Sir G. Barclay 


Sheikh of Mohammerah. Sheikh is being 
pressed by Sardar Assad to submit copy 
of Abadan agreement to Persiau Govern¬ 
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Kherkha irrigation scheme. Refers to No. 
13. Retorts decision of Government of 
India with regard to expensesof Lieutenant 
Wilson's escort. Enquires if further ex¬ 
penditure will bo necessary 

Bank advance. Before to No. 95. Imperial 
Bank have applied for authority from their 
head office to make advance on Crown 
jewels 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers 
to Nos. 95 and 96. Instructs to enquire 
if Russian Government will authorise 
Russian Bank to share in uu advance on 
tho Crown jewels 
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Situation at Ardebil. Gives text of official 
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Shahsovaus und Kanulughis, and dis¬ 
patch of Illusion force to its relief 
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Situation ut Ardebil. Reports anxiety of 
Minister for Foreign Affairs with regard 
to safety of Russian subjects, and inten¬ 
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tion with Major Cox .. 
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ferred to Rome owing to supposed Russo- 
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to secure withdrawal of Russian troops .. 
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given by Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
situation at Ardebil, and of intentions of 
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there, and at Ka/.vin, Rc.sht, and Enzeli .. 

Agency of Sociutd du Tombac. Transmits 
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for Foreign Affairs, and reply thereto 
baaed on No. 7-1 

Russian troops in Persia. Gives summary 
id articles in “Novo© Vremya” and 
“Bourse Gazette’* showing that public 
opinion endorses the withdrawal of troops 
from Ka/.vin.. 

Situation at Ardebil. Gives text of oflicial 
communique published by “ official Mes¬ 
senger” describing, and announcing inten¬ 
tions of Russian Government .. 

Situation in Persia. Gives summary of 
urticles in “ Novoo Vremya" and ”Bourse 
Gazette” criticising adversely the action 
of the Russian Government in Persia, am* 
especially at Ardebil. Refers to No. 115 

The ex-Shah. Transmits memorandum by 
His Majesty’s Acting Vice-Consul Cowan 
on journey of ex-Shah from Tehran to 
Euzeli . 

Herman activity in Azerbaijan. Refers to 
No. 515, Part XIX, and No. 1. Transmits 
rv|>ort from His Majesty’s acting consul- 
general at Tabreoz on. Comments 
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478 Tel. Nov. 9, 1909 Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 

No. 103. Russian Government prepared 
to participate in. Urumia concession. 
Russian Minister instructed to obtain for 
Roud Company 

479 Tel. 9, Situation at Azerbaijan. Reports arrival of 

Russian force at Ardebil. Intention of 
Rahim K han to advance on Tehran. Post¬ 
ponement of withdrawal from Ka/.vin 

773 Tel. 10, Dispatch of Persian force to Ardebil. Re¬ 

ports dispatch of about 1,500 men under 
Yprfrn . 

480 Tel. I 10, Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 

Nos. 99 and 120. Russian Government 
have informed Imperial Bank of their con¬ 
currence 

599 8, Situation in Persia. Transmits article from 

'* Rossia ’’ on, with especial reference to 
Russiau troops at Ka/.vin 

194 Oct. 20, Concession of the Deutsche Orient Bank. 

Refers to No. 291, Part XI. Concession 
has lapsed, but an attempt will be made to 
renew it .. .. 

196 20, Facilities for dispatch of telegrams enjoyed 

by Anglo - Persian Oil Company, lias 
received No. 526. Part XIX. Gives 
reasons for thinking present arrangement 
may be retained for the moment 

197 23, Anglo-Persian Oil Company and Bakhtiari 

Khans. Refers to No. 597, Part XIX. 
Transmits despatch to Ilis Majesty's 
consul at Ahwaz, expressing opinion that 
statement of Oil Company is satisfactory 

198 25, Proposed convocation of Persian Senate. 

Concurs in No. 45. Reasons for thinking 
interference in this direction inadvisable .., 

199 25, Agreement of Anglo-Persian Oil Company 

. with Bakhtiari khans. Transmits transla¬ 

tion of agreement, and points out that it 
does not bear interpretation put on it in 
No. 515, Part XIX, and No. 14.. 

Nov. 10, Telegraph lines in Central Persia. Transmits 

note by I)irector-in-chiuf of In do-European 
Telegraph Department, applying for in¬ 
structions with regard to presentation to 
Persian Government of uccouut showing 
cost of construction of. Comments. En¬ 
quires views of Foreign Office .. 

488 Tel. 11, Situation in Azerbaijan. Reports with¬ 

drawal of Rahim Khan from Ardebil. 
Possible disturbances at Tabreoz 

484 Tel. 11, Navigation of Lake Urumia. Refers to 

No. 120. Reports conversation with 1 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on.. 

774 TeL 11, Eastern Azerlxiijan. M. Pokluwski says 

troops disiMitcbed to Ardebil have instruc- 1 
tions similar te those given to Tubroc/. j 
force .. .. ., 
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131 Sir G. Barclay .. 775 Tel Nov. 11, 1909 


135 To Sir G. Barclay .. 482 Tel. 11, 


Formation of gendarmerie by Persian Go¬ 
vernment. M. Poklewski states Persian 
Government have asked Russian Govern¬ 
ment to supply them' with rifles and 
ammunition. Precaution to lw taken ns 
to instructors. Effect of this on proposals 
in No. 107. 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 128. Conditions proposed by Imperial 
Bank of Persia for a loan on the Crown 
jewels 

I Road between Bunder Abbas and Kerman. 

Ask sassent of Hi* Majesty’s Government 
i to the scheme in principle 

Shiraz escort. Refers to No. G63, Part XIX. 
Transmits correspondence respecting. One 
moiety of expenditure will bo charged on 


188 I Sir G. Barclay . .| 776 Tel ’ 12, 


139 l To Sir A. Kicoboti .. 1328 Tel. 12, 


140 Sir A. Nicolson .. COO 10, 


ill Sir 0. Barclay 


.. 777 Tel. 13, 


111) Sir G. Barclay 


.. 778 Tel. 15, 


.. 779 Tel. 15, 


146 „ „ .. 780 Tel. 15, 


147 I To Sir (1, Barclay .. 184 Tel. 15, 


Policing of Bushi re-Ispahan road. Instructs 
to inform Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Nos. 107 and 131. Ills Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment hope Russian Government will not 
hamper their action by conditions with 
regard to sale of rifles 

Advance to Persian Government. Transmits 
atile-mrmoire from Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. Russian Government will join in 
ail advance up to 200,000 tomans. Have 
Instructed M. Poklewski to obtain Uruiuia 
concession for Russian Road Company .. 

Navigation of Lake Uruiuia. Refers to 
No. 132. States position (see No. 53). 
Action which M. Poklewski will take 

Connection between Bushiro and Jahruni- 
Aliabad-Firuzabad route. Refers to No. | 
70. Approves retention of Lieutenant 
j * Wilson for this purpose 

i Policing of Bushiro-Ispaliau road. Approves 
! No. 107. subject to settlement of question 
of expense. Suggests reservations with 
| regard to proposals in No, 134 .. 

j Advnnco to Persian Government. Refers to 
' No. 135. Results of conference attended 
, by two Ministers and two lx»nk managers. 
Proposals made .. .. .. 

Eastern Azerbaijan. Refers to No. 131. 
M. Isvolskv has instructed Russian consul- 
I general at Tanreez to let it lie known that 

i no more lighting in tho town will bo 

I allowed 

Meeting of Medjliss. Rej>orts opening of 
I Medjliss by Shall 


UK To Sir A. Nicolson .. 1329 Tel. 15, 


Advance to Persian Government. Refers 
to No. 141. Instructs to ascertain views 
of Russian Government on pejorate ad¬ 
vance by Imperial Bank on mint protits .. 100 
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149 To Treasury .. .. , Nov. 15, 1909 j 


as to proposed retention of Lieutenant 
Wilson, and recommends that one moiety 
of the expenses be charged on Imperial 


150 Sir G. Barclay .. 200 Oct. 27. 


151 Sir A. Nicolson .. 491 Tel. Nov. 16, 


; Financial situation in Persia. Transmits 
statement by Administrator-General of 
Customs showing fixed charges on customs 
revenue for last year. Concludes that no 
further borrowing is posaiblo on the 
security of tho customs 

Joint advance to Persian Government. Has 
not discussed with Minister for Foreign 
Affairs question in No. 148, in consideration 
of No. 154. Minister^for Foreign Affairs 
has received same information us in 
No. 144. 

Opening of Medjliss. Reports that Minister 
for Foreign Affairs considers passage in 
Shah’s speech relating to foreign troops 
ns incorrect .. 


concurs in proposals of His Majesty’s 
Government, but considers joint Anglo- 


151 Sir G. Barclay .. 781 Teh 16, 


150 To Board of Trade .. .. I 16, 


157 Messrs. Elliuger und .. I 16, 


158 Sir G. Barclay .. 783 Tel. , 17 


Advance to Persian Government. Refers 
to No. 148. Russian conditions not yet 
officially presented; thus premature to 
say they have caused breakdown of nego¬ 
tiations .. .. .. 

Russian troops for Ardebil. Refers to No. 
133. Russian military authorities at Tiflis 
wish regiment to move from A stars to 
Ardebil .. .. .. 

Policing of Bushiro-Ispahan road. Refers 
to No. 107. Principal British firms trading 
in Persia should be consulted .. 

Hormuz oxide. Transmits cost of No. 101. 
Inquire if sum correct .. .. ! 

Ardebil. Transmits telegram communicated 
by M. Poklewski reporting withdrawal of 


.. 784 Tel. | 17, 


160 To Sir A. Nicolson .. 296 18, 


161 To Imperial Bank of .. 18, 

Persia 


162 I Sir G. Barclay .. 785 Tel. 1 19, 


Shah's speech from tho Throne. Refers to 
No. 152. Gives translation of passage re¬ 
ferring to foreign affairs. Allusion to 
troop® intended to allay agitation 

Ardebil. Informs of despatch of Russian 
troops to, ns announced to IIis Majesty’s 
Government by Russian charge d’affaires. 
Informs of approval of His Majesty’s 
Government.. .. .. .. 

Advance to Persian Government. Question 
of joint advance by Russian and Imperial 
Banks being not yet settled. Ilis Majesty’s 
Government cannot as yet give consent 
to proposed separate advance .. 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 154. Kc|x>rts advance by two banks 
of 400,000 tomans. Russian colleague 
will not authorize advance till satisfaction 
obtained on four points (see No. I l l) 
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No. Name. 


To Sir A. Nicolson . 


To Sir O. Barclay 


165 J|Sir A. Nicolson 


170 ] To India Oftico 

Sir 0. Barclay 

Mr. Marling 

India Office 
Sir 0. Barclay 


Sir A. Nicolson 


Road guards in Southern Persia. Refers to 
No. 180. Reservation to include all roads 
in British sphere of inHuehce .. 

Facilities for dispatch of telegrams enjoyed 
by Anglo-Persian Oil Company. Concurs 
in No. 126. 

Situation at Ardebil. Reports conversation 
with Minister for Foreign, Affairs re¬ 
specting. Action of Rahim Klian. With¬ 
drawal from Knzvin postponed. Dissen¬ 
sions at Tabroez 

Situation at Ardebil. Reports conversation 
with Minister for Foreign Affairs re¬ 
specting Russian claims against Shall- 
aeviuw. Withdrawal from Kazvin post¬ 
poned 

Policing of Bushiro-Ispalmu Road. Trans¬ 
mits copy of uule-mtnioire communicated 
to Minister for Foreign Affairs in accord¬ 
ance with No. 130. Reports proposal of 
Minister for Foreign Affairs for Anglo- 
Russian co-operation in regard both to 
northern aud southern roads .. 

Situation in provinces. Reports particulars 
as to movements of Rahim Khan. Refers 
to No. 77. Reports satisfactory situation 
elsewhere, and Rus-iau decision to reduce 
Knzvin force. Refers to No. 82 


Policiug of Bushiiv-Ispahan read. Refers to 
No. 148. Board of Trade has been con¬ 
sulted. Transmit* No. I3'J with com¬ 
ments .. .. .. 

Policing of southern roads. Russian (Jovera- 
ment still under impression that employ¬ 
ment of military officers is contemplated.. 

Scciete du Tombac. Proposal in No. 71 not 
practicable. Russian ambassador hopes 
to securo renewal of contract .. 

Shiraz escort. Transmits telogram to Go- 
vetnmimt of India informing of No. 147 . 

Navigation of l.ako Urumia. Refers to 
Nos. 90 and 141. Slovens is leaving for 
Soujboulak to try to persuade Imam Kuli 
to come to terms with road company 

Pastern Azerbaijan. Refers to No. 133. 
Reports arrival in Ardebil of 8,200 Russ 
troops. Desirability of withdrawing force 
from Kazvin .. .. 

Connection between Hushire und Jahnun- 
Alialxid - Firazaliad route. Concurs 
No. 142. Awaits reply to No. 76 

Russian troops in Persia. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs announces withdrawal of 300 men 
from Kavsvin. Force at Ardebil to bo with¬ 
drawn as soon as Shiihsevnus dealt with . 


I 
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Name. 

No. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Page 

178 

Sir G. Barclay .. 

790 Tel. 

Nov. 25, 1909 

Attack on Russians near Shiraz. Reports 
attack on Russian consul-general at 
Bushire,*and late acting consul-general. 
Dr. Woollntt and Mr. Bill have gone to 
their assistance 

118 

179 


791 Tel. 

25, 

Attack on Russians near Shiraz. Refers to 
No. 178. Gives further details.. ., 

118 

180 

Mr. F. 0. Stride ,, 


24, 

Hormuz oxide. Transmits telegraphic corre¬ 
spondence with agent of the firm at 
Tehran .. .. 

119 

181 

Imperial Bank of 


25, 

Advance to Persian Government. Acknow¬ 
ledges No. 161 

119 

182 

Messrs. Ellinger and 
Co. 


26, 

Hormuz oxide. Informs of proposed shii>- 
ment of in “Haddon Hall,” and requests 
that His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran 
may be informed. Refers to No. 157 .. 

119 

183 

Sir (». Barclay 

792 Tel. 

27, 

Persian Regent. Refers to No. 218, Part XIX. 
Medjliss have confirmed appointment of 
Azad-ul-Mulk . 

120 

184 

To Sir A. Nicolson .. 

307 

27, 

Russian troops at Kuzvin. Refers to No. 165. 
Informs of hope expressed to Russian 
chargd d’affaires that withdrawal might 
no longer be delayed .. 

120 

185 

Sir A. Nicolson 

498 Tel. 

28, 

Attack on M. Passek. Reports conversation 
with Minister for Foreign Affairs, who 
intends to demand compensation and 
punishment of delinquents by Persian 
Government Has urged question of road 
guards on Minister for Foreign Affairs .. 

120 

186 

Sir G. Barclay .. 

793 Tel. 

28. 

Eastern Azerbaijan. His Majesty’s consul- 
general at Tabreez reports shall so vans 
have gone into winter quarters at Moghan, 
and .that Rahim Khan has retired. Refers 
to No. 177. No information of defeat of 
rebels 

121 

187 

Sir A. Nicolson 

625 

26, 

Attack on Russian consul-general at Bushire. 
Gives substance of loading article in 
“Novae Vremya” on. 

121 

188 

Sir G. Barclay 

206 

8, 

Julfa-Mohaumierah line. Reports oon- 

feronee with Major Cox on effects to 
the British trade of. Concurs in No. 610, 
Part XV. Advocates oar-marking a con¬ 
cession for .. .. .. ., 

122 

189 

" " 

207 

9, 

Assurances to Sheikh of Moliammerali. 
Transmits memorandum by Major Cox on 
form of further assurance desired by 
sheikh. Comments .. 

123 

100 

Mr. Marling 

980 

22, 

Sociotc du Tombac. Refers to Nos 79 
and 172. Is entirely a business concern. 
Composition of board. Suggests com¬ 
munication direct to London Board of 
Imperial Ottoman Ba .k 

125 

191 

Sir A. Johnstono 

152 

21, 

Proposed expedition to lands bordering on 
Persian Gulf. Transmits official announce¬ 
ment of Geographical Society in “Danno- 
brog" respecting. Gives particulars of 
previous expeditions, and asks for instruc¬ 
tions .. .. 

126 

192 

Consul Storens 

21 

0, 

Ardeliil. Reports composition of Russian 
expedition to .. .. 

128 
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No. Namo. 


193 I India Office 


194 1 Mr. Rogers to Mr. 
Newell (communi¬ 
cated by Sir T. 
Jackson) 


sir U. Barclay ..| 794 Tel. 29, 
„ „ .. 795 Tel. 29, 

r«> Sir A. Nicolson .. I 1345 Tel. 29, 




To India Office 
Sir 0. Barclay 


796 Tel. 
ii| 797 Tel. 

.. 798 Tel. 


Messrs. Ellioger and 


799 Tel Dee. 1, 


Sir A. Nicolson .. 501 Tel. 


To Treasury .. 'Confidential 1, 


623 Nov. 26, 


Affairs of Sheikh of Mohammernh. Trntia- 
tnlta copy of enclosures in a letter from 
the Foreign Secretary to the Government 
of India relative to conversation between 
Sheikh Mubarek and the political agent at 
Koweit .. .. .. ’ 

Current affairs in Tehran. Reports on case 
of Bttemadieh v. Kawam-ed-Dowleh; mint 
contracts; and advance to Persian Go¬ 
vernment on Crown jewels. Transmits 
correspondence on these subjects 

Shiraz. His Majesty’s acting consul reports 
looting. Has prewed Persian Government 
to dispatch a forco 

Eastern Azerbaijan. Refers to No. 186. 
M. Poklowski lias recommended that Rus¬ 
sian troops should limit themselves to 
punishing Shahsevans.. 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 162. Instructs to ascertain stage of 
negotiations and attitude of Russian Go¬ 
vernment 


Ardebil. llussiau Government havo decided 
to withdraw majority of their troops 

Rumoured raid by Sarhad Baluchis. Report 
lias boon received from telegraph ins]>ector 
warning of .. 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 197. Negotiations at a standstill, 
lanks liaving received no replies to pro¬ 
posal in No. 162 

Hormuz oxide. Transmits copy of tolo- 
gratn to His Majesty’s Minister ot Tehran 
informing of shipment on •' Haddon Hall." 
Inquires if same course may be pursued 

Attack on Russians near Shiraz. Refers to 
No. 1«5. Persian Government have ex¬ 
pressed regret at, and admitted their re¬ 
sponsibility for compensation .. 

Advance to Persian Government, Re|>orts 
answer of Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
question contained in No. 197 .. 

Connection between Bushire and (Jahrutu- 
Aliabad-Firazabad routo. Transmits Nos. 

76. 142, wild 176. Recommends a charge 
on Imperial revenues of half the cost of 
proposed survey .. .. 

Russian troops in Persia. Reports convcrsa- 
sation with Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Probability that Persian speech from tho 
Throne Mid the attack ou M. Passek may 
delay witlidrawal of troops 

Attack on Russian consul-general at Bushire. 
Transmits articles from *• Bourse Gazette" 
und “ Russ" on .. 
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208 Mr. F. 0. Stride 


Notes communicated .. 
| by M. do Ettcr 


210 SirG. Barclay .. 800 Tel. 


211 | To Sir G. Barclay .. j 489 Tel. 


213 Sir G. Barclay 801 Tel. 


Dec. 1, 1909 Hormuz oxide. Informs of telegraphic corre¬ 
spondence with agents in Persia. Danger 
of tho Mouinutojar coming to terms with 
Germans. Question of freights .. 187 

2, Turco-Persian frontier. Informs of grave 

situation on, and concentration of Turkish 
troops. Proposed action .. .. 188 

2, Advance to Persian Government. Refers 

to Nos. lot) and 188. Reports submission 
of Government programme to Medjliss. 
Discusses question of security. Suggests 
four conditions to be made. Urges ad¬ 
visability of an advance when applied for 189 

2, Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 

Nos. 162, 201, and 204. Enquires exact 
position of affairs alluded to in No. 162 .. 139 

2, Turco-Persian frontier. Informs of concen¬ 

tration of Turkish troops, and asks for 
information .. .. .. ,, 140 

8, Roads in Southern Persia. Refers to No. 

168. Reports Bushire-1 spall an road again 
very insecure .. .. ..140 

3, Advance to Persian Government Refers to 

No. 212. Reports conditions presented to 
Minister for Foreign Affairs by Russian 
Minister, and not by Russian Bunk. De¬ 
precates systorn of smull doles .. .. MO 

3, Appointment of Mr. Howson as vice-consul 

at Birjund. Transmits telegram from Go¬ 
vernment of India concurring in Nos. 460 
and 4R7* Pan VIV n .,.A 


216 Sir G. Barclay .. 803 Tel. 


Disturbances in Fars. Reports threatening 
action of Sowlot-ed-DowIeh. Dema. da Jite/XV ( 
presented by Saham-ed-Dowleh to Persian O 

Government, and representations made by ® ' 


217; „ „ .. 801 Tel. 


219 Sir A. Nicolson .. 632 


220 To Sir G. Barclay .. 492 ToL 


221 | To Mr. Marling .. 704 Tel. 


222 To Sir A. Nicolson .. 1350 Tel. 


Advance to Persian Government. Refers 
to No. 210. Reports discussion of Go¬ 
vernment programme bv Medjliss, and 
probable attitude of Medjliss towards pro¬ 
posed conditions 

Turco-Persian frontier. Refers to No. 212. 
Reports activity of Turkish troops 

Railways in Persia. Rcjmrts conversation 
with Minister for Foreign Affairs respect¬ 
ing possibility of ruccordement with Indian 
railways. Asks Government reply to 
telegram No. 499 of 30th November 

Ardebil. Informs of intended withdrawal 
of Russian troops from. Question of 
compensation .. ,. 

Turco-Persian frontier. Refers to No. 218. 
Instructs to co-operate with Russian Am¬ 
bassador in proposed action 

Turco-Persian frontier. Refers to No. 218. 
Informs of intended actiou of Russian 
Government and of instructions in No. 
221 .. 
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Name. 

No. 

Date. 

SoiUXCT. P 

'ag* 

223 1 

I’o Sir A. Nicolson .. ^ 

1352 1 

Dec. G, 1909 2 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
Nos. 210 and 217. Instructs to ascertain 
conditions required by Russian Govern¬ 
ment for particifiation in 

144 

224 

Mr. F. C. Strick 


4, 

Hormuz, oxide. Refers to No. 208. Informs 
of telegraphic correspondence with agent 
at Bussorah respecting interference of 
Mouinotojar.. .. .. • • 

144 

225 

India Office 


7, 

Topographical survey in Western I’oreii. 
Transmits telegram from Government of 
India respecting engagement of Mr. Scott 
by Anglo-Persian Oil Company. Enquires 
wishes of Company .. 

144 

226 

Sir G. Barclay 

80C Tel. 

7, 

Turco-Persian frontier. Refers to No. 218. 
Reports reinforcement of Turkish troops 
and fighting. Persian Government do 
not desire co-operation of His Majesty's 
Government.. 

145 

227 

To India Office 


7, 

Advance to Persian Government. Transmits 
No*. 210 and 217. Comments, aud en¬ 
quires views of Secretary of State 

145 

228 

To Messrs. Ellinger 
and Co. 


7, 

Hormuz, oxide. Refers to Nt«$. 182 and 202. 
No objection to proposed shipments of .. 

115 

229 

India Office 


7, 

Wireless telegraphy in Persian Gulf. Trans¬ 
mits copy of telegram from Viceroy, dated 
5th December, giving proposals and esti¬ 
mates of cost .. .. 

146 

230 1 

To Mr. Marling 

371 

8, 

Societo du Tombac. Before to No. 190. 
Comments. Efforts to be made to induce 
Russian Government to press for renewal 
of contract .. 

146 

231 

India Office 


8, 

Appointment of vice-consul at Birjand. 
Transmits copy of telegram to Viceroy, 
dated Gth December, relative to 

147 

232 

Sublime Porto to 
Towfik Pasha (com¬ 
municated) 

Telegraphic 

9, 

Turco-Persian frontier Informs of concen¬ 
tration of Russian troops, instructions to 
Turkish troops, and request addressed to 
Persian Government .. 

147 

233 

Sir G. Barclay ., 

807 Tel. 

9, 

Roads in Southern Persia. Refers to No. 213. 
Reports Shiruz-Ispahan road blocked by 
Kungeiuis .. 

147 

234 

Sir A. Nicolson 

504 Tel. 

9, 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers 
to No. 223. Will send Minister for 
Foreign Affairs abstract of suggestions in 
No. 210. Will endeavour to ascertain 
from Minister for Foreign Affairs what 
conditions Russia would impose if objec¬ 
tions of Minister of Finance are over- 

. 148 

235 

To Sir A. Johnstone., 

61 


Proposed Danish ex|K*dition to lands border¬ 
ing on Pereion Gulf. Refers to No. 191. 
Instructs to make enquiries of Ministet 
for Foreign Affairs 

. 148 

23G 

> To Imperial Bank oi 
Persia 


9, 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers t< 
No. 194. Informs of No. 214. Russiai 
Government likely to object to advance 
from Imperial Bank unless four condi' 
lions satisfied .. 

148 

23i 

‘ Sir A. Nicolson 

. 507 Tel. 

I 

10, 

Scheme for guards on Bushiro-Ispahan road 
M. Isvolsky hope* soon to give written 
reply, and has given verbal assurances tlu 
RmwinnGovemiuent will have no objeclioi 

t 
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To Sir A. Nicolson .. 
„ Mr. Marling 
„ Sir G. Barclay .. 

To Treasury 


To Anglo-Pcrrian Oil 
Company 


Mr. F. C. Strick 


Mr. F. C. Strick 


Imperial Bank of 


1354 Tel. 
707 ToL 
494 ToL 


K£ 

Sir G. Barclay 


Sir A. Nicolson 


Anglo - Persian Oil 
Company 


809 Tel. 14, 


810 Tel. 14, 


509 Tel. 14, 


811 Tel. 15, 

818 TeL IS, 


Turco-Persian frontier. Informs of action 
taken by Turkish Government .. 


Appointment of Mr. Howson as vice-consul 
at Birjand. Transmits Nos. 4G0 and 467*, 
Part XIX, and No. 215. Ennuires if one 
moiety of tho expenditure can be accepted 
as a charge on Imperial reveuucs 


Turco-Persian frontier. Refers to Nos. 238 
and 226. Similar information to that in 
No. 220 has reached M. Tclmrykoff. Ililmi 
declares that action taken at Soklnz was 
purely defensive 

Hormuz. oxide. Transmits telegraphic cot ro- 
•poodence with Bussorah agent relating to 
sliipinent by tho Moiu-ut-Tojar.. 

Guard for Oil Syndicate's works at Ahwnz. 
Transmits letter from Government of 
India showing expense incurred. Suggests 
that ilia Majesty s Treasury should accept 
one moiety .. 

Hormuz, oxide. Refers to No. 242. Informs 
of telegraphic correspondence with Tehran 
agent 

Advance to Persian Government. Suggests 
conditions to be made in view of Anglo* 
Russian advance 

Advance to Persian Government. Reports 
application for by Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Minister of Finance. Views 
of Ministers on proposed conditions 

1 Advance to Persian Government. Refers 
to Nos. 210 and 246. Reports views of 
Russian Minister on proposed four condi¬ 
tions. Views on gendarmerie question. 

i Russian Minister desires to add four con¬ 
ditions reported in No. 144 

Advance to Persian Government. M. Iz¬ 
volsky says that at present Russian Go¬ 
vernment not disposed to Iks amiable to 
Persian Government. Opposition of Rus- 

1 sian Finance Minister. Minister for 

I Foreign Affairs has asked for suggestions 

! from liiH Majesty’s Government 

j Bnkhtiuri guard near Ahwnz. Transmits 
telegram from Messrs. Idoyd, Scott, and 
Co., agonts of company, reporting trouble 
between sections of native guard. Trans¬ 
mits letter from agents, doted 20th Novem¬ 
ber, respecting claims of two men, Lull! 
Ali aud Mohamed Jawod, which might 
have some bearing on the case .. 

Lease of laud in Arubistan to UiiKsian subject 
for irrigation purposes. Reports. Com¬ 
ments. Rulers to No. 189 

Disturbances in Far*. Repeats telegram 
from His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz re¬ 
porting demands of Sowlet-ed-Dowloh. 
Alternatives of intervention of Persian 
Government, or punitive expedition of 
British troops .. .. . * 
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252 Sir G. Barclay 


813 TeL Dec. 16,1909 Disturbances in Fare. Refers to Nos. 216 
and 251. Reports decision of two Ministers 
not to pro-ss further for the coercion of 
Sowlet-ed-DowJeh 


253 To Sir A. Nicolson .. 1359 TeL i 16, 


Idvunco to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 248. Informs of readiness of Govern¬ 
ment of India and Imperial Government 
to advance 200,OoU/. Enquires possibility 
of other moiety being taken over by 


254 Sir A. Nicolson .. 654 ! 13, 


255 To Sir (». Barclay .. 499 Tel. 17 


256 „ „ .. 500 Tel. , 17, 


257 To Sir A. Nicolson .. 323 17, 


260 Anglo-Persiau Oil .. 17, 

Company 


261 Sir G. Barclay .. 811 Tel. ' 19, 


.. 815 Tel. 19, 


..! 208 I Nov. 10, 


211 21 , 


205 I „ „ .. 212 29, 


Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 246. His Majesty’s Government 
ready to join in advance of 400,000/. Some 
security necessary 

Advance to Persian Government. Enquires 
opinion on three suggested conditions, 
proposed by Imperial Bank 


for mediation made by Russian cnargd 
d'affaires in connection with conversation 
between M. Is volsky and the Turkish 
Ambassador.. 

Railway construction in Persia. Transmits 
Nos. 188 and 219. Refers to No. 610, 
Part XV. Comments. Proposes applica¬ 
tion to Persian Government for preferential 
right to construct certain railways 

Improvement of communications between 
Bunder Abbas and Kerman. Transmits 
copy of telegram to Viceroy. Suggests 
deferring final answer to conqsiny till 
receipt of further communication resect¬ 
ing ear-marking railway concessions in 
Persia (see No. 602, Part XV) .. 

Pro|x>sed survey in South-western Persia 
Refers to No. 240. Enquires if Mr. Tale 
could l*i engaged instead of Mr. Scott. 
Terms of engagement.. 

Alienation of rights of Persian Government 
in D’Arcy oil concession. Reports arrival 
of Mr. IHako to negotiate. Comments 
a ud uxks for instructions 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 256. Hopes to settle minting contract 
and other points independently of loan 
negotiations. Deprecates inclusion of 
other conditions except ear-marking of 
railways (see No. 210) 

Repairs to Gotlur Bridge. Refers to No. 671, 
Part XIX. Simiar Muhtasheui mid Snrdar 
Bahadur have agreed to inspection of by 
Messrs. Lynch’s engineer 

Opening of Persian Parliament. Refers to 
No. l it'*. Reports. Trmuuuiis 8|>eech 
from the Throne 

Ardebil. Transmits copy of despatch fiom 
llis Majesty’s acting consul-general at 
Tobreer. respecting recent movement of 
rebels und rumouia as to action of Russiun 
authorities .. .. .. 



266 Sir G. Barclay .. 213 Nov. 30, 1909 Affairs of Persia. Advance to Persiau Go¬ 

vernment. Refers to No. 168. Reports 
on attitude of Nationalists in the Medjliss; 
on financial needs of Government; and 
on necessity for efficient gendarmerie and 
reorganisation of financial administration.. 

267 „ „ 214 Dec. 3, Shiraz- Refers to No. 195. Transmits 

nummary of events at, drawn up by Ilia 
Majesty's acting consul. Part of this 
desjwitch has been read to Minister for 
Foreign Affaire 


269 Mr. Marling 


270 Sir A. Nicolson 


271 To Sir G. Barclay .. 501 TcJ. 20, 


272 Treasury .. 


273 i Sir G. Barclay .. 816 Tel. 21, 


Military action taken by Turkish troops on 
Persian frontier. Refers to No. 221. Re¬ 
ports interview with M. Tcharykoff, who 
tins received assurances from Grand Vizier 
similar to those given to His Majesty's 
Government, and thinks appearance of 
intervention should bo avoided .. 

Advouco to Persian Government. Comments 
on No. 266. Interview with M. Isvolsky, 
who has asked for some suggestions 
which might overcome opposition of 
Russian Finnueo Minister 

Alienation of rights of Persian Government 
in D’Arcy oil concession. Refers to No. 
261. His Majesty’s Government cannot 
support Mr. Blake without knowing name 
of intending purchaser 

Connection between Rushire and Jnhrum- 
Aliabud-Firuznbnd route. Accepts pro¬ 
posal in No.295. Karkhah survey. Accepts 
proposal in No. 149 .. 

Alienation of rights of Persian Government 
in D’Arcy oil concession. Refers to No. 
271. Reports Mr. BUko telegraphing to , 
intending purchaser to apply to the 


274 Sir A. Nicolson .. 512 Tel. 21, 


275 I To Sir A. Nicolson .. 


276 To Treasury 


277 ' To Sir A. Nicolson , 


278 To Sir G. Barclay .. 302 Tel. 23, 


Advance to Persian Government. Gives 
Hulwjtunce of letter from Minister for 
Foreign AfTnirs advocating conclusion by 
Russian Government of loan of 3.000,000/. 
Question of guarantees and control 

Advance to Persian Government Informs 
of conversation with Russian Ainlsissador 
resjHicting amount of advance and control 
of expenditure 

Indian guard ut Ahwaz. Refers to No. 318, 
Part XVII. Transmits No. 243. Trusts 
that Ixirds Commissioners will sanction 
charge on Imperiul revenues of half 
expenses .. ., 

Turko-Pereian frontier. Informs of proposals 
of Russian eharge d’affaires for joint re¬ 
presentations to Turkish Government. 
Question of mediation.. 

Lease of laud in Arnbistau to Russiau sub¬ 
ject for irrigation purposes. Refers to 
No. 250. Instructs to make confidential 
enquiries 

Turco-Persian frontier. Refers to No. 280. 
11 is Majesty’s Government consider it 
absolutely necessary to take action 


[lliSIJ 
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To Mr. Marling 

711 Tel. 

Dec. 23, 1909 

Turco-Persian frontier. Informs of conversa¬ 
tion between M. Isvolsky and Turkish 
Ambassador. Possibility of mediation. 
M. Isvolsky’s proj>ased conditions. In¬ 
structs to support representation of Russian 
Ambassador at Constantinople .. 

184 

281 

To Sir A. Nicolson .. 

1315 Tel. 

23, 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
No. 274. His Majesty’s Government 
cannot participate in larger loan, but hope 
Russian Government will contribute 
200,000/. at once 

184 

282 

To Anglo-Porsian Oil 
Company 


23, 

Pro|>osed survey in South-western Persia. 
Refers to No. 260. Informs of telegram 
rent to Government of Iudia, in which 
Foreign Office have concurred .. 

185 

283 

India Office 


23, 

Railway construction in Persia. Proposed 
grant of preferential concessions to Great 
Britain and Russia in connection with 
Persian advance. Discusses various routes 
iu adverse sense. Refers to No. 258 

185 

281 

Mr. F. C. Strict 


23, 

Hormuz, oxide. Refers to No. 244. Trans¬ 
mits telegraphic correspondence with 
Hussorah agent. Informs of application 
from Mr. KHinger 

187 

235 



23, 

Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 284. Trans¬ 
mits letter from agent at Tehran reporting 
that Alorteza Khun Sani-ed-Dowlch is 
pressing the matter with Parliament and 
hopes to give reply shortly 

189 

286 

Sir G. Barclay ., 

817 Tel. 

24, 

Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
Nos. 210 and 274. Corrects figures quoted 
by M. Isvolsky. State of customs lovcuuo 
precludes a largo loan 

183 

287 


818 Tel. 

24, 

Russian troops iu Persia. Reports numbers 
of . 

189 

288 

To India Office 


24, 

Improvement of communications between 
Bunder Abbas, and Kerman. Refers to 
No. 2 -9. Concurs in suggestion to defer 
tiual answer to company 

190 

289 

Sir A. Nicolson 

514 Tel. 

25, 

Turco-Persian frontier. Reports communica¬ 
tion made by Turkish Atnluasaador to Mini¬ 
ster for Foreign Affairs does not sub¬ 
stantiate No. 280. Suggestions of Mini¬ 
ster for Foreign Affairs respecting repre¬ 
sentations to lw made at Constantinople . 

190 

290 

Sir G. Barclay .. 

819 Tel. 

26, 

British vice-consul nt Birgared. Refers to 
No. 460 Reports invidious treatment of 
llis Majesty’s acting via'-consul at 
Birgared by Russian consul. Recommends 
Air. llowson’s appointment as vice-consul 

100 

291 

" ” 

820 Tel. 

26, 

Road guards in Southern Persia. Refers to 
No. 107. Recommends holding scheme in 
abeyance till advance to Persian Govern¬ 
ment completed .. 

191 

292 

Sir A. Nicolson 

516 Tel. 

26, 

Advance to Persian Government Re|>oiUi 
terms of letter left with Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, giving reasons of His 
Majesty's Government lor refusing larger 
loau than 400,000/. .. 

191 

293 

Mr. Marling 

361 Tel. 

26, 

Turco-Perabui frontier. Refers to So. 280. 
Reports that Russian Ambassador tins tele¬ 
graphed to his Government deprecating 
action at ContUatiliuopIo 

191 
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3G5 Tel. ( Dec. 27, 1900 Turoo-Persian frontier. Defers to Na 293. 

Russian Ambassador has been instructed 
to make communication to Porte .. 


295 Sir A. Nicolson .., <;68 


296 Sir A. Johnstone .. 160 


297 Imperial Bank of j 


299 To Sir A. Nicolson .. I 137! Tel. 


300 Board of Trade 


301 To Sir A. Nicolson .. 1372 Tel. 


303 To Sir (.*. Barclay .. 511 Tel. 


Advance to Persian Government. Transmits 
copy of n letter from Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, stating that proposal will bo sub¬ 
mitted to Council of Ministers, and sotting 
forth hi% own views .. .. jgo 

Proposed expedition of members of Danish 
Geographical Society to Persian Gulf. 

Transmits statement made by Dr. Olufsen 
to Herr Scavenius, respecting objects of.. 193 

Persian^mint. Mint contract for 200.000/. 
at 97J has been obtained. Concurs in 
arrangements os to interest due and 
39,000/. of silver misappropriated by the 
mll,t .. 

Alienation of rights of Persian Government 
in D’Arcy’s oil concession. Refers to No. 

2 G 1 . Gives extract from Mr. D'Arcy’s 
letter. Alienation must be prevented .. 101 

Advance to Persian Government Refers to feXlft * 

No. 291. Proposes to drop condition re- ^ P j 
garding British instructors for southern 1 
road guards.. ..194 

Road guards in Southern Persia. Informs 
of feeling of British firms with regard to . 

proposed surcharge on imported goods. 

.Suggests sin charge of 10 per cent con¬ 
fined to Bushiro .. .. ..195 

Advance to Persian Government Refers to 
No. 274. Instructs to inform Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of substance of No. 286 .. 195 

Journey of Uis Majesty's consul-general at 
Meshed to Krosnovodsk. Transmits re- 
l»rt l*v His Majesty's conshi-general to 
Government of India on .. .. jg;, 


Alienation of rights of Persian Government 
in D'Aicv oil concession. Refers to No. 
I 273. Informs of ubjoctions of oil company 
I to, and of proposal made by company. His 
I Majesty's Government cannot support Air. 

| Blake .. .. 


v tort. 


Treasury .. 


30, 

Guard for oil syndicate's works at Ahwnz. 
Sanctions proposal iu No. 276. Condition 
to bo made .. 

Sir G. Barclay 

823 Tel. 

31, 

Operations against Karadnghis. Reports 
victories of Persian troops, and their 
entry into Ahar 

To'Anglo-Porsian Oil 
Compauy 


31, 

Alienation of rights of Persian Government 
in D’Arcy oil concession. Refers to No. 




298. Informs of No. 303 






Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. February 1910. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Part XX. 


[36434] No. 1. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 

(No. 745.) V 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 1, 1909. 

STEAM navigation on Lake Urumia. 

Please see my telegrams Nos. 706 and 718 of the 31st August and the 0th September 
respectively. 

1 learn from his Majesty's acting consul-gouoral at Tabreez that the manager of 
the Russian road, together with a secretary from the Russian consulate-general, are 
going to negotiate with Imam Kuli at Sujbulak for participation in the concession for 
Uriunia navigation. 

From a conversation which I have recently had with the Russian Minister I 
gather that, unless Imam Kuli makes the appointment of Stevens as paid manager an 
essential condition, the road company will not accept him. 


[36435] 


No. 2. 


Gulahch, October 1, 1909. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 

(No. 746.) V ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

DISTURBANCES near Lingah. 

I learn by a report from the British consular agent at Lingah that Seyyid Hussein 
Lan, who has taken Bastak, is now threatening that port. 

lhe immediate neighbourhood of Bunder Abbas is, Ilis Majesty’s consul reports, 
quiet, but, so long as this turbulent seyyid remains uncontrolled, there is no hope of 
lasting tranquillity. 

1 am holding the Persian Government responsible for any losses which may result 
to British subjects from the sey/id’s action, and urging them to take measures for his 
speedy repression. 

The Daria Beggi, who is now at Bunder Abbas, is dispatching a force for Lingah 
by the I ersepolis. He assures our consul tlmt no danger is to be feared there. 


[36440J 


No. 3. 


Si> G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) a 
(No. 747.) ' * 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, October 1, 1909. 

Ea-oIIAII embarked, Enzeli, the 30th September for Russia. 
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[35732] No. 4. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 1, 1909. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, ill original, a despatch 
which has lieon received from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, 13 forwarding corre¬ 
spondence regarding the Turco-Persian boundary question, in so far as it relates to 
territory of the Sheikh of .Mobamtiierali. 

It will be observed that, in view of certain conclusions arrived at by Lieutonant 
Wilson, Sir G. Barclay presumes that His Majesty’s Government would be” prepared, if 
tko question were raised, to reconsider the ruling recorded in Sir E. Grey’s despatch 
No. 75 of the 25th February, 1908, to Sir N. O’Conor, of which a copy is enclosed for 
facility of reference. 

T am to state that, in Sir E. Grey’s opinion, Lieutenant Wilson writes on know¬ 
ledge of tho history of the question, which is very incomplete, and he proposes, 
subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State for India, to reply to Sir G. 
Barclay in tho following senBe:— 

The circumstances in which the mediating commissioners of Great Britain and 
Russia defined the frontier from the Persian Gulf to Ilawizeh in 1.850 are fully 
explained on p. 8 of the Foreign Office memorandum of the 8th December, 1906 
(annexed), of which a copy is in the possession of His Majesty’s Legation. While 
His Majesty’s Government have no desire to disturb tho frontier Malm gun ns locally 
observed, and wliioli, they arc well aware, has never precisely coincided with the line 
us drawn in 1850 by the mediating commissioners, and indeed as subsequently 
accepted by the Persian Government, they would hesitate to approve Lieutenant 
Wilson s contention that the line as defined in 1,850 was cancelled by any subsequent 
declaration of Groat Britain and Russia. That line was, after an exhaustive 
examination of the conflicting claims of Persia and Turkey, defined by the mediating 
commissioners as an equitable compromise, and such evideuce as tliere'is goes to show 
that it was upheld by the later commission which met at Constantinople in 1875. His 
Majesty’s Government could not, therefore, formally support the Sheikh of Mohammerah 
in claiming that his frontier extends beyond that line, except after consultation with 
the Russian Government (who have a copy of the Foreign Office memorandum roforred 
to) and as the result of an agreement with tho Turkish Government, who are in 
possession of a copy of the map of 1850. 

i.r,' Sir , K ' l!rcy furllier Proses to instruct Sir G. Barclay to inform Lieutenant 
\\ dson that the map enclosed in the latter’s despatch No. 211 of the 12th Juno is that 
of tho mediating commissioners of 1850. 

I am to request that. Sir G. Barclay’s despatch and enclosures, which will be 
printed without the maps, may be returned to this department in due course. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[365261 No. 5. 

Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.—(lieceieed October 2.) 

3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
8u ‘> . , , October 1, 1909. 

1 UAH', the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tho 4th ultimo 
rogjmung tin* lease from Sheikh Mortozn of a proporty at Shcllilich. 

We are forwarding a copy of your letter to our agent at Aliwaz, and are directing 
11,11 1,1 endeavour to persuade Sheikh Mortal to refer the question of ownership of the 
land to the Shari Court at Ncjcf, as originally proposed by himself, or failing that to 
make good Ins promise to our agent to substantiate his title to the laud. 

1 have, &c. 

11, h. MACLEAN, Secretary. 


I. ItiuvUy, No. 169. Confidential, September 9. 1909. 
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[36530] No. 6. 

Indo-European Telegraph Company to Foreign Office.—(Received October 2.) 

18, Old Broad Street , London, 

Sir, October 1, 1909. 

A FINANCIAL proposition lias beeu submitted to the gentlemen whose names 
are given below— 

.1. Herbert Tritton, Esq., 

Sir William R. Brooke, K.C.I.E., 

Til© Right Honourable Sir Francis Mowatt, G.C.B., 

Charles Holland, Esq., and 
H. F. B. Lynch, Esq., M.P., 

for tho purpose of improving the communications between the port of Bunder Abbas, 
on tho Persian Gulf, and Kerman, in Southern Persia. 

Before taking any steps for the formation of a syndicate to obtain the necessary 
concessions from the Persian Government, those who are interested in the undertaking 
desire to know whether a scheme such as that indicated below would have the general 
approval of His Majesty’s Government. 

It is proposed to apply to the Persian Government for a concession for the 
construction of a caravan road lietween Bunder Abbas and Kerman, with powers to 
develop such caravan road into a cart road, and also to run motor traflic along it, and 
also to build a milway, should railways bo permitted in Persia, either along tho 
alignment of the road itself or by a track which may he found more convenient for tho 
piogress of a railway. 

It is thought that the best alignment for the road would ho via Minab, Rigan, and 
Bam, a length of approximately 430 miles. 

The trade between Kerman on the one side and India on the other is very 
considerable, hut is severely hampered by transport charges, and especially by the 
time at present occupied in traversiug tho distance between Kerman and Bunder 
Abbas. 

It would he possible to construct a line of telegraph along the road as far as Bam, 
where the lino would then link up with that recently constructed by tho Indian 
Government. The new section—Bunder Ahhas-Bam—could he worked by tho Indo- 
European Telegraph Department as a part of its system. 

I should explain that the Tudo-European Telegraph Company (Limited), while 
taking a warm interest in the schomo as tending greatly to facilitate and develop 
communication between Southern Persia and India and the outside world, do not feel 
that the scheme falls within their legitimate province, and it is therefore intended to 
treat tho proposed scheme as an entirely independent concern. 

I have, Ac. / 

T. W. STRATFORD-ANDREWS. 


[36603] No. 7. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 4.) 

Sir, 'Therapin, September 23, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith an extract from an article published in 
tho “ Tasvir-i-efkiar ” of the 20th instant discussing the present international position 
of Persia. The writer advocates the revision of existing treaties between Persia and 
Turkey, and considers that a new Anglo-Russian agreement should ho concluded, to 
which Turkey should he a party, for securing not the partition, but tin* future welfare 
of her neighbour, 'l’lie views expressed at the end of the article as to the necessity of 
Turkey keeping order on the frontier are apparently not at present shared in Persia, 
for on the same day on which the article appeared the Persian Ambassador here was 
making fresh protests at the Porto with regard to Turkish encroachments and tho 
establishment of telegraph lines in purely Persian territory. 

1 have, Ac. 

GERARD LOWTHER. 
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Inclosure in No. 7. 

Extract from the “ Tamir-i-efkiar ” of September 21,1909. 

IN the present article the writer, who has already communicated a number of 
letters from Tehran to this paper, inter alia condemns England for playing into the 
hands of Russia in the north of Persia in a manner that will enable that country to 
reinforce her political by an economic predominance there. England, however, is free 
in tho South, and, though in a less degree than Russia, can assure her influence and 
her commerce. The writer thinks that both tlieso countries ought to be politely 
reminded that thore is a third State contiguous to Persia, and that this State is no 
longer a cipher. There should bo a new agreement, not directed towards tho partition 
of Persia, but to securing her future wolfare, and Turkey should be a party to it. If 
Persia is closed to Turkey when the railway to Bagdad is completed, Turkey will lie 
like a man beating his head against a wall. Tho treaties between Turkey and Persia 
need revision. Doubtless tho now Persian Government realises Turkey’s good-will and 
the existence of common interests, and will not create difficulties and repeat the 
mistake of having recourse to Russia and England in connection with trilling 
difficulties. The writer concludes by urging the necessity of Turkey’s tailing the lead 
in keeping order on tho frontier, not expecting too much of Persia, and promoting her 
economic interests in that country. 


[36799] 8 - 

India Office to Eoreiyn Office.—(Received October 4.) 

gj r> India Office , October 2, 15)09. 

' WITH reference to the letter of this office of the 14th September, 1909, as to the 
situation at Abu Musa, I am directed by Viscount Morley to enclose copy of a telegram 
from the Government of India upon Ibis question. 

Subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir E. Grey, Lord Morley would propose 
to address to that Government tho telegram of which a draft is herewith transmitted.* 

I am, &c. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inelosuro in No. 8. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Telegraphic.) P. September 27, 1909. 

REFERENCE is invited to letter dated the 22nd ultimo from Resident, Persian 
Gulf, mid letter dated the 1st instant from India Office to Foreign Office, respecting 
Abu Musa. Wo share view of Resident that, unless island is closed altogether to oxide 
industry, British interests and prestige in Gulf will be detrimentally affected by pledge 
given lo German Government involving cessation of mining operations. If industry 
were closed altogether, question of compensating sheikh would be raised, and our 
position in the Gulf might be reacted upon. Please let us know whether communica¬ 
tion has been made to German Government in tonus suggested by Socrotary of titnte 
for Foreign Affairs, vide letter dated the 23rd ultimo from Foreign Office to India 
Office. 


[36788] No. 9. 

Sir Q. Hnrelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 4.) 

(No. 748.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 4, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops at Tabreez, 

Please see my telegram No. 727 of the 13th September (repeating Tabreez telegram 
No. 189). 


Printed elsewhere. 
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I learn from His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez that the Russian 
Government have replied to the enquiry referred to in tho above telegram to the effect 
that the decision of the question of the reduction of troops has been left in the hands 
of the new Russian Minister at Tehran. , 

M. Poklewski tells mo that he has recommended to his Government that a 
substantial reduction should forthwith bo effected. 


[37075] No. 10. 

Note communicated by the Russian Ambassador October 5, 1909. 

SAAD-OUD-DOWLEH, qui so trouve incognito a Saint-P6tcrsbourg, dteit la situa¬ 
tion en Perse en couleurs tres sombres ; il est d'avisque la Russie et l’Angleterre, on vue 
de prevenir de grands malheurs, devraient insister a ce qu’un S6nat soil convoquo en 
memo temps que lo Medjliss, dans le but de contrebalnncer l’influcnce de co dernier. 
La creation dun S6nat fait partie des lois fondamentales edictees par 1 ancicn Medjliss. 
L’opinion de Saad semble justifice au Ministere Imperial, qui trouveraifc desirable que 
les Ministres d’Angleterre ct de Russie soient munis ^instructions a ce sujet. 


[36915] No. 11. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 5.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 29th September, relative to tho Shiraz escort. 

India Office , October 4, 1909. 

-- ✓ 

Inclosure in No. 11. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. September 29, 1909. 

HIS Majesty’s Minister at Tehran suggests that Shiraz escort should, at any 
rate until end of next year, be maintained at present strength in view of disturbed 
state of province. Suggestion is supported by Foreign Office. Please lot me have 
your observations by telegraph. It seems to me doubtful whether it is legitimate to 
regard this as a directly Indian interest. 


[37266] No. 12. 

Sir Edward Greg to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 275.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 5, 1909. 

COUNT BENCKENDORFF came to tell me to-day that he was going away for 
a holiday. 

I took the opportunity of impressing upon him the importance of a reduction in 
the number of Russian troops in Persia. I told him it was becoming difficult to 
explain tho continued presence of such a large number of troops while tilings continued' 
quiet* 

Count Benckondorff said that things wore not altogether quiet Incidents were 
constantly occurring, and he thought it would bo difficult to withdraw all the troops. 

1 replied that 1 had not spoken of complete withdrawal, though of course I should 
be very glad if the Russians considered such a step to be possible and safe. I had 
mentioned only reduction. Tho Porsian Governor of Tabreez appeared to bo a really 
good mau, who would work with tho Russians, and I was constantly impressing upon 
tho Persian Government that it was in tlioir interest to he on good terms with Russia. 
But tho retention of so large a number of Russian troops galled Porsian feeling. 

[1084] C 
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Count BenckendorfE asked whether I had lately had complaints from the Persians 
on the subject. 

I said that I had not heard from them lately, because the answers I had given to 
the Persian Minister here had not encouraged him to make representations to me. I 
had taken the lino with him that this question of troops was one between Persia and 
Russia, and that Russia must judge for herself what the situation required for the 
safeguarding of her interests. I pointed out to Count Benckendorff, however, that if, 
when the Medjliss mot, the Persian Government could point to a substantial reduction 
in the number of Russian troops this would undoubtedly have a good effect on Persian 
feeling. It would be regarded by the Persians as evidence of good faith on the part 
of Russia, and would make it more easy for them to show a trustful and friendly spirit. 

Count Benckendorff told me that, as far as ho personally was concerned, he was 
entirely of my opinion on this point. 

I said that I bad spoken to him now in order that when ho was in St. Petersburgh 
he might impress upon the Russian Government the importance which I attached to 
the point. 1 heard that the Russian Minister at Tehran had already expressed the 
opinion that a reduction of troops was possible. Things might, therefore, already be 
moving in the right direction. But if this wore not so, and if Count Benckendorff 
were unable to say in St. Petersburgh that. 1 had spoken to him on the subject before 
ho left London, the importance which I attached to it might not be understood. 

Count Benckendorff told mo that his Government greatly appreciated the way in 
which Sir George Barclay had eo-oporated with M. Sabline at Tehran. 

In reply, 1 expressed my very warm appreciation of M. Sablines loyal attitude. 
He had shown true statesmanship, under very difficult circumstances, in laying the 
foundation of co-opcration. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[35934] No. 13. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office , October .0, 1009. 

WITH reference to your letter of tin? 19th August, respecting the proposal to 
retain for Lieutenant Wilson’s use in bis work on the Klmrka irrigation scheme a part 
of the oil guard hitherto in the employ of the Anglo-Porsian Oil Company, I am 
directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you, for Viscount 
Morloy’s information, copy of a telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran,* 
stating that the cost of the proposed escort for Lieutenant Wilson would amount to 
20 1. per month for four or live months. 

I uni to state that, as soon as Secretary Sir Edward Grey learns that Lord Morley 
has submitted to the Council of India the proposal that a moiety of the expense of 
retaining a portion of the oil guard should bo borne by Indian revenues, lie will request 
the LokIh Commissioners of the Treasury to sanction the charge of tho other moiety on 
Imperial funds. 

1 am also to transmit to you copy of a further telegram from Sir G. Barclay,! 
reporting that tho oil guard left Molmmmerali on the 25th ultimo. As Sir G. Barclay 
was instructed oil tho 23rd August to retain the number of guard required, and only 
to Hond back the remainder, Sir Edward Grey assumes that this telegram refers 
only to the portion of the guard no longer required at Mohammorah. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


1371061 No. 14. 

Sir G. liar clay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 7.) 

(No. 173.) 

Sir, Gulnhek , September 18, 1909. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 148 of the 29th July, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a further despatch which 1 have received from Lieutenant 


• No. 689, Port XIX. 


t No. 693, Port XIX. 
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Ranking respecting the shares to which the Bakhtiari khans are entitled in tho 
companies formed to exploit oil in their country. 

This despatch is a reply to a telegram of mine, in which I directed Lieutenant 
Ranking to point out to the manager of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company that the letter 
he had addressed to the khans in April last (see iuclosuro No. 1 in my despatch 
No. 148) had left thorn under a false impression as to the shares to which they were 
entitled. 

In view of Lieutenant Rankings observations, I have thought it well to instruct 
him to postpone writing to tho manager, as I had previously directed, pending a clear 
statement from the company as to tho allotment of shares to the khans. But while 
instructing Lieutenant Ranking in this sense, I have informed him that I am unable 
to agree with his interpretation of article 2 of the agreement between Mr. D’Arcy and 
the khans in 1905, and have explained that that agreement had reference solely "to oil 
in the Bakhtiari country, and that article 2 clearly refers to shares in companies 
formed for tho working of oil in that country, of which I understand tliero are now two 
in existence, viz., the first Exploitation Company and tho Bakhtiari Oil Company. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 14. 

Consul Ranking to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 76.) 

Sir, Camp , Ispahan, August 4t, 1909. 

IN accordance with your Excellency’s telegram No. 2G on the subject of the oil 
shares due to the Bakhtiari khans, I have the honour to submit the following observa¬ 
tions :— 

1. It would appear from tho clause in the agreement between Mr. W. K. D’Arcy 
and the khans, an extract of which is attached herewith, that such remuneration, 
outside an increase of guard money, as is due to the khans is to be calculated not on 
the capital of any one company, or companies, but on the number of ordinary shares 
issued and fully paid up. 

2. 1 would beg to point out that it most distinctly states in this clause that “ 3 per 
cent, of all the ordinary shares issued,” &c., shall be given; and, further, that no 
allocation of shares has beeu made to the various companies whereby tho oil company 
could justify the allotment ‘to the khans of a smaller number of shares as being the 
“ 3 percentage ” of so many shares appertaining to such and such companies working 
in Bakhtiari country, instead of 3 per cent, on tho total of shares issued (600,000) and 
fully paid up, as is apparently their duo. 

3. That there is no stated connection between the words “ after formation of one 
or more companies to work oil in the Bakhtiari country ” and the words “ 3 per cent, 
of all the ordinary shares issued.” 

It appears that the intention, at the time when the agreement was made, was to 
give the khans 3 per cent, of the total number of ordinary shares issued, otherwise 
some determinatorv expression, such as “ appertaining to the companies working in 
Bakhtiari country,” would have beeu insorted after the word “ issued," thereby clearly 
limiting the number of shares due to the khans to 3 per cent of those appertaining to 
the company or companies working in the Bakhtiari country. 

To sum up, then, it would appear that the khans have a quite justifiable argument, 
based on the wording of the share clause of tho agreement, in claiming 3 per cent, of 
the total number of shares issued. 

I have not as yet communicated with the manager of tho Anglo-Porsian Oil 
Company on this subject, but await your Excellency’s further decision on the subject, 
which I have tho honour to request that you will communicate to mo by telegram. 

I have, &c. 

S. RANKING, 

Lieutenant, Indian Army. 
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Inclosuro 2 in No. 14. 

Extract from Agreement between Mr. IV. K. D'Arcy and the Concessions Syndicate 
on the one 'ride, hereinafter called the First Party, and the Bakhtxan Khans, on the 
other, hereinafter called the Second Parly. 

FURTHER also, after the formation of one or more companies to work oil 
in the Bakhtiari country, and after tho oil is passed through the pipes, the first party 
undertakes to give to tho second party 3 per cent, of all tho ordinary shares issued, 
which shares must be fully paid up. 


[37175] No - 15 - 

Sir a. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received October 7.) 

. 17S.) Gulahek, September 22, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 1G2 of tlm 22nd August, 1909, I have the 
honour to forward a provisional scheme, prepared by Mr. Acting Consul Bill and 
Mr. .1. C. Smith, of tho Indo-European Telegraph Department, for the policing ot the 
Bushire-lspnhnn road by means of telegraph gholams. . , 

I make, no uttompt to comment on tlie details of this scheme, as time is ot 
importance, and I wish to send Mr. Bill’s despatch by to-day's post in order that it 
may, if possible, reach you while Major Cox is still in England, so that you may have 
tho opportunity of discussing it with him. Major Cox is better able than I to judge 
whether the promised scheme would lie likely to prove more effective than a grant, o 
subsidies to the local chiefs. 1 notice Mr. Bill does not favour the latter, and, indeed, 
if the trilies are as free from the control of their chiefs as Mr. Bill describes them as 
1 icing, a system of subsidies might prove ineffective; still it would have the advantage 
of being easier of acceptance for tlm Persian Government, and it would pot have the 
disadvantage of arousing tho antagonism of the local chiefs towards the Telegraph 

Department ^ Mr , B ;n osl i, na tes the cost of the working of his scheme at 
something under 8,000/. a-year, a sum which l imagine would, if used in subsidies 
dependent on results, suffice as an effective inducement to the local chads to do their 
utmost to maintain older and to prevent illegal exactions. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 15. 

Acting Consul Bill to Sir G. Barclay. 

gp. 0, ^ ^ Shiraz , September 1, 1009. 

IN accordance with instructions contained in your telegram No. 70, dated the 
25th A moist, 1909, I have tho honour to forward a provisional scheme prepared by 
myself, m concert with Mr. J. C. Smith, assistant superintendent, Indo-European 
Telegraph Department, Shiraz, to whom in especial the estimates for buildings are 
untiroly duo, while his long experience! uud thorough knowledge of tho local conditions 
have been of the greatest value in the preparation of the scheme generally. 

On the assumption that if the scheme as sketched meeta with your approval it will 
reach the Foreign Office Ixdbro the departure 1mm London ol llis Majesty s resident in 
tliu Persian Gulf, I have not sent a copy to Hushire. 

I have, &c. 

.1. H. BILL, I.C.S. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 15. 

Provisional Scheme prepared by Acting Consul Bill, in co-operation with Mr. Smith. 


1. Preliminary. 

BEFORE entering upon the numerical and financial details el the proposed 
loroe it is desirable to set out clearly its task, its character, and its limitations. 
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Its task is to keep the telegraph line from being constantly bulleted by casual 
marksmen, to keep the caravan road clear of casual marauders, to prevent the exactions 
of illegal dues of every kind, to obtain information of intended raids, and in the latter 
case to hold up caravans till, under the orders of the inspector, a sufficient force has 
been assembled to drive off the anticipated raiders. 

The obstacles in the way consist of ya) the local khans and (iff the nomads. 
Of these the former are important factors at the southern end of the road, lrom 
Bushire to Kazeroon, the latter, slightly overlapping, from Konartakhtoli to Ispahan. 
The former would lie strongly opposed to the new force, less on account ol its inter¬ 
ference with direct depredation than on account ol its prohibition of the innumerable 
illegal oxactions which thoy now levy upon the trade. 1 he success ot the scheme 
would, in fact, effect an enormous reduction in the income of each of the chiefs. The 
principal men concerned are the Khans of Chuhkutah and Angali in the maritime 
plain the Zabit of Bornsjoon, Nur Muhammad Beg of Daliki, and Haider Khan of 
Kamarij. They are, however, far too deeply divided by intestine quarrels to unite 
even against a common menace of this character. The nomad chiefs, on the other 
hand, would 1* less fundamentally affected, as the new force would merely prevent 
their followers from using the telegraph insulators as targets, and would stop the 
direct robberies, which do not form an essential source of any chiefs income, though 
no doubt the percentage of stolen property which fulls to the chiefs lot is an attractive 
windfall. They would, however, have a natural objection to anything smacking of law 
and order. . 

By far the most effective method of dealing with these gentry would ot course lie 
the employment of military force adequate not only to provide the every-day police of 
tile road, but also to punish by its own strength any village or tribe infringing the 
" Pax Pereo-Britamiicu" which it is intended to establish. Such a force does not exist 
in Fare, and there are no signs that it is to he found anywhere in Persia. If it is to he 
employed it must come from outside, i.e., from India. 

It cannot bo too emphatically stated that, for the immediate object in view, the 
direct employment of British troops is in every way preferable. It would cut at the 
root of the evil of which the present scheme does not pretend to be more than a 
palliative It is only if the employment of British troops is judged impracticable 
for political reasons that the scheme set out below is worthy of examination as a pis 


It results from the above that tho proposed force is not a military, nor even a 
military police, force. It will confine its operations strictly to the actual route which 
it bus to guard, and its numbers are as insufficient as its organisation is unsuited for 
anything in the nature of a punitive expedition, even on the most modest scale. All 
that it Saji do would 1» to force marauders to work oil such a scale as to make the 
responsibility of the chiefs concerned not only clear hut conspicuous, and it would then 
be for the Peisian Government to deal with them as best it could. 

It is obvious that the weak poiut of the scheme lies just here. At the present 
moment the Khamaah trilies, under the nominal control of Kawam-ul-Mulk, are 
absolutely out of hand, and oliey no one at all hut their own headmen, and that 
Imperfectly. The Kashgai lor the moment yield a fairly general obedience to Soulet- 
ed- Uowleli, hut he has many enemies, both within the tribe and at Tehran, and the 
appointment of his brother, Zeiglinm-ed-Dowleh, would suffice to break up the tribe 
into sections and reduce them to tho same condition oi lawlessness os the Kuumsab. 

The Knhgelu have obeyed ami will obey no one at all, not even their own chiefs. 
And the village chiefs of the south habitually treat the Furs Government with open 
contempt. . 

Under these circumstances, little support can bo looked lor lrom the iersian 
Government just where it is most needed, namely, to prevent concerted action against 
the new force, which, if undertaken by any considerable khan or tribe, would lie quite 
irresistible by the force as provided in the scheme. 

There is only one remedy for this difficulty, and it is one which may perhaps bo 
considered to go far to diminish the political advantage of the scheme over the direct 
employment of force. That remedy is for the local British consular authorities to be 
authorised to explain verbally to the chiefs concerned that the British Government 
means to see tins road put in order, that the new scheme is nu^ attempt to do this by 
local Persian agency, which it is to the interest of the local chiefs to favour, hot that 
if the schorne is brought to nothing by the incorrigible misbehaviour of the inhabitants 
it will lie replaced hv a British force capable of onturoing the maintenance of order by 
punitive expeditions and arrest and punishment of the guilty parties. 

[1684] D 
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There is a certain temptation to propose a system of allowances as practised on the 
Indian frontier, but I am strongly of opinion that such a proposal is to be deprecated. 
•The Persian is not a Pathan ; he is easily frightened by a resolute attitude, and quick 
to recover confidence on any symptoms of weakness ; and it is, in my opinion, of great 
imjKjrtance to establish at the start the fundamental principle that all forms of impost 
on internal trade are and must remain absolutely abolished. The only form of pecuniary 
advantage which might properly be offered to the local khans and nomad chiefs is a 
percentage- say $ per cent.—on the pay of the gholatns recruited by their means. 
By an adroit use of this bait the recruiting officers might contrive to attract to the 
support of the force a sufficient proportion of the chiefs to make a strong hostile 
coalition impossible. But the only solid foundation for the scheme, which will certainly 
be unpopular at the start, is fear; and as there is nothing in Persia for the tribes to be 
afraid or, it must be fear of the British Government. 

The numerical and financial proposals set out below must he considered in the 
light of the above statement. They represent the lowest estimate upon which it can 
reasonably be hoped that the task, as above limited, can be performed, at any rate at the 
outset; but if. will probably he admitted that an annual expenditure of 7,000/. on the 
protection of a trade of an annual value of over 1,000,000/. over a route 490 miles in length 
is exceedingly moderate, and admits of considerable expansion before rejecting it on the 
exclusive ground of cost. On this point, however, a caveat should he entered ; it must 
not lx* imagined that a force of this character, by mere numerical expansion, can be 
made capable of undertaking tasks for which its organisation does not fit it. Any 
expansion in the cadre as proposed should he directed to enabling the force more 
completely to fulfil the limited functions assigned to it above, and no increase of 
strength would enable it to undertake punitive expeditions or the policing of the 
district as distinct from that of the telegraph line and road. It is very doubtful 
whether the former task could he satisfactorily performed by any Persian force 
whatever; hut if it is to he attempted it must bo by a force organised by military 
officers on a military basis. That is another proposal which might, if required, be 
elaborated ; the object at. present is to make clear that the scheme at present proposed 
is not of a military hut essentially of a civil character. 

The proposals must of course ho taken as absolutely experimental, and based on 
the broad circumstances of the road. It is probable that experiment would speedily 
prove the necessity for numerous modifications on points of detail. Moreover, as the 
conditions on different sections of the road differ radically according to the season, it 
must be understood that the fullest latitude would have t<> be practised in the temporary 
transfer of men from one section or post to another according to the position of the 
nomad tribes. The reasons for t he suggested distribution will he found in the following 
detailed examination of the conditions of the road from north to south:— 

2. Distribution. 

(This is shown in tabular form in Table 1). 

Section l. -Ispahan-Klianoli Khurreh—175 miles; seventy men; head-quarters 
Abaduli. 

On the northern, or Irak, portion of this section 1 am not competent to report 
Ii would, however, appear from the Ispahan diaries that serious robWies are not very 
frequent on this part of the road; but it is likely that energetic patrolling from Abadeh 
to Yezdikliast might divert, the attention of the Boil* Ahmadi marauders to the Irak 
portion of the road, and for this reason alone it would ho necessary to apply the scheme 
to the entire route. How far twenty men at Kumisheh would suffice for this His 
Majesty’s consul-general at Ispahan will he in a position to estimate. 

1 lie stretch from Yezdikliast to AKadeli is tne most directly dangerous part of the 
whole road. It is the happy hunting-ground of the Boir Ahmadi tribe, who have been 
entirely ln*vond control for many years. They have no recognised chief, the last two 
having been killed by inemtars of the tribe, and no connection with Shiraz, so that 
there is no means whatever except force of putting pressure on them. Their winter 
rendezvous, and market, is Bchbohun, which is seldom or never under the effective 
control of the Persian authorities. They are a small tribe, but enjoy a great reputa¬ 
tion for bravery and marksmanship among the arrant cowards who compose, with few 
exceptions, the rest of the population of Furs. In October 1908 a party of them 
waylaid a caravan guarded by Khusran Khan, Kalantar of Surtneb. who was the only 
headman in that noighlxmrhood who had shown any capacity for resisting the robbers, 
and alter prolonged rifle-fire killed Khusruu himself and two others, and carried 
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off a caravan of some sixty mules. They might thus be expected to offer organised 
resistance to the establishment of the new force, and fifty men between Abadeh and 
Yezdikliast would be none too many to bold them in check. In fact, fifty men would 
be clearly insufficient were it not for the fact that the twenty men at Kumisheh 
and the fifty men of the second section could be drawn upon by telephone in case 
of need. 

No provision has Iveen made for permanent posts between Abadeh and Dehbid, as 
this portion of the road is usually quiet, but if found necessary men could be stationed 
either at Surmeh or Khaneh Khurreh. 

Section 2.—Khaneh Khurreh-Shiraz—head-quarters Sivend ; 137 miles; fifty 

men. 

The governing factor on this section would be the migratory Khamsah tribes. 
Their first appearance north of Shiraz generally takes place about the end of March, 
at which time it would be necessary to mass the fifty men allotted to this section in 
the southern portion of it, to proceed gradually northwards to Dehbid as the migration 
develops. The same course would be followed with the autumn migration. During 
winter this tract is almost deserted, and thirty at least of the men would be available 
to reinforce the other sections in case of need. The strength has been fixed as low 
as possible, and it would depend on the attitude of the tribes how far it would be 
sufficient, especially as the spring and autumn would also be a time of pressure on the 
third section, owing to the simultaneous migration of the Kashgai. The Khamsah 
tribes have, however, never given any proof of daring or enterprise, and it is probable 
that a stern warning to the kalantars that this scheme was intended to be successful, 
with a hint that, in the event of its failure, other and more effective means, involving 
severe penalties for themselves, would be employed, would suffice to prevent anything 
in the nature of an organised resistance, while fifty men skilfully employed should 
suffice to provide against the casual marauder, or the marksman choosing a telegraph 
insulator for his target. 

Section 3.—Shiraz-Bushire—seventy men ; head-quarters Kazeroon ; 178 miles. 

The governing factor on this section would he the attitude of the Kashgai, which 
it iR quite impossible to forecast. In the piesence of a strong ilklumi, who could be 
worked upon by means of the same language as bus been suggested above in the case of 
the Arab kalantars, the Kashgai could probably be trusted to behave themselves, and 
ninety men would lie ample to keep' the road protected against the local village thief. 
Indeed, most of the robberies of late years are traceable to the road-guards themselves. 
It must lie admitted, however, that, in the event of the Kashgais, or several sections of 
them, being beyond the control of their ilklumi, the force proposed would in itself 
be quite insufficient to withstand them, but in .that case the support of some at least of 
the headmen and chiefs on the road might be confidently relied on, as these men are in 
a constant state of loud with the Kashgai. 

In the extreme south the opposition, open or secret, of the Khan of Borasjoon might 
bo confidently expected, and it would be necessary to warn him plainly that if ho 
proved himself an obstacle to the success of a scheme to be worked by Persians he 
would be removed if* necessary by the employment of a British force. This threat 
would of course open the door to much talk of* concealed intervention, but 1 regard it 
as an absolute necessity if* the force as constituted is to have any chance of success. 
The same language would have to be used to the Tangistan chiefs, and the only question 
on which there may reasonably be some doubt is whetner a fourth section under a British 
officer may not have to lie constituted, stretching from Bushire to Daliki bridge, with 
head-quarters at Borasjoon. 

3. Organisation. 

(A.) Officers.- One European inspector on 400 rupees; two European inspectors 
on 350 rupees (3,520 tomans). It is clear that the success or failure of the scheme 
must depend mainly on the qualities of the three European inspectors. As already 
indicated, the scheme as sketched is not intended to be a military scheme; on the 
contrary, it is expressly intended as the last and only alternative to the adoption of 
military measures. 

This being BO, it. would be the duty of these officers to know the conditions of 
their sections thoroughly, to be well acquainted with and respected by the individual 
chiefs and headmen—to work, in fact, more by diplomacy than by force. 

In view of the absolute veto on all forms of toll suggested above, their main 
means of influencing the chiefs would lie in the proposed percentage of 5 per cent, on 
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the pay of the recruits accepted from their village or tribe. This would probably be 
necessary to prevent the chiefs from putting a veto on recruitment from the outset, and 
would provide a weapon in the hands of the inspectors, who would be authorised to 
make ((eductions from the sum thus raised in the case of misconduct by the headmen 
concerned. , 

For inspectors a good knowledge of colloquial Persian, experience ot Persian ways, 
excellent lxxlily health, and great energy would be required. From one point of view 
the principal enemies of the force would be the gholams themselves, who would 
naturally he quite unable to understand at first that petty exactions from muleteers 
constituted a crime punishable by instant dismissal. The inspector would have to be 
constantly in motion and extremely vigilant. It is clear that such men would require 
very careful selection, and nothing but pure Europeans of picked quality would be 
any use. 

(B.) Armenian Clerks .—Two on 150 rupees, two on 100 rupees (1,120 tomans). 1 lieso 
would be necessary as telegraphists and centres of information. They are intended to 
occupy the offices (at present m telephonic communication only) at Kumisheh, Sivend, 
Bashtarjin, and Konartakhteh, and would no doubt deal with a certain amount of local 
traffic. They would also assist the inspector in the clerical work of accounts, &c., 
which in the case of a force of seventy men would not be inconsiderable, and ought 
not to bn allowed to distract the inspector from his primary duty of constant 
inspection. 

(0.) Gholams .—The pay, 12 tomans, includes provision and keep of a horse, these 
being tbo terms on which the present gholams are recruited. The senior gholam at 
each post would he placed in charge and given an allowance ot 3 tomans per mensem. 
They would lie recruited by the inspector in their districts. Ihe gholambashis must 
be able to do all the work of the present gholams in the direction of repairs, &c., and it 
would probably be possible to make this a condition for the entire force after it had 
been in existence a few years. 

The duties of the gholams would be— 

1. fJonstant patrolling of the line and high-road in groups of two or four, 
according to circumstances. 

2. Escorting caravans under the inspector's orders in case of anticipated robbery. 

3. Collection of information relative to intended raids. 

No drill would la* expected of them, but a certain allowance of practice ammunition 
would be supplied to lie fired under the immediate supervision of the inspector. 

The men would he in uniform and would supply their own horses. 

•1. Equipment. 

Tin' only equipment necessary would bo rifles, bandoliers, and ammunition. Two 
telescopes or field glasses per post, to be in charge of the gholamlNishi, might he 
allowed. Hide-racks and ammuuition-chests would also he required in eacli post, with a 
field telephone. 

5. Accommodation. 

The proposed distribution being avowedly experimental, it would be advisable to 
spend as little on buildings as possible until experience lias shown where they would 
be mainly required. There can, however, be little doubt as to the suitability ot the 
proposed head-quarters, Abadeh, Sivend, and Kuzeroon, at each of which places some 
building would be necessary. At the other proposed posts there are large hut in 
many cases ruinous public caravanserais, in which, under present arrangements, a room 
is usually reserved for the use of the officers of the department. It would be no 
hardship on the travelling public, hut, on the contrary, a considerable advantage, if it 
entailed a certain amount of repairs, for several rooms to be similarly reserved for the 
use of the now force. 

The buildings proposed need little explanation. At Abadeh, the head-quarters of 
a European officer with thirty men, botn a house and gholams quarters would be 
necessary ; at Sivend there is already ample accommodation for the officer, and all that 
would k. required would he quarters for the men ; while at Kuzeroon it is proposed to 
begin by constructing quarters for the officer and housing the men at first in one of the 
numerous large caravuuHctuis existing in the town. The reason for this proposal is 
twofold: {u) it is difficult to estimate how tho force to bo employed on this section 
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would be best distributed, and (b) building at Kazeroon is expensive. The building 
at Dashtariin is necessitated by the facts that (a) there is no caravanserai ana 
(b) Dashturjin is an excellent centre for the patrol of the Pir-i-Zan Pass on the one side 
and of the Sina Safid Pass on the other. 

J. H. BILL, I.C.8. 


Table I.— Distribution List. 


Post 

Number of | 
Men. ' 

Nature of Accommodation. 

Remarks. 

Section 1. Ispahan-Khaneh Khurroh— 
Kumishoh 

Yezdikhast 

Shulgistan 

Abadeh .. 

Section 2. Abadeh-Shiroz— 

Dehbid .. 

Murghab .. .. 

Sivend .. 

Zarghoon 

20 

10 

10 

30 

— 70 

10 

10 

20 

10 

— 50 

Caravanserai. 

Special building .. 

Caravanserai. 

Accommodation in village. 
Special building .. 

Caravanserai. 

Head-quarters of in¬ 
spector, section 1. 

Head-quarters of in¬ 
spector, section 2. 

Section 8. Shiraz-Bushire— 

Dasbtarjin 

Kazeroon 

Kamarij.. 

Konartakhteh 

Borasjoon 

Ahrnndi.. .. .. 

120 

20 

20 

10 

10 

20 

10 

— 90 

i Special building. 

Caravanserai and inspector’s 
house. 

Caravanserai. 

” 

Head-quarters of in 
spec lor, section 8. 


210 



Reservo for leave, ,tc. .. 

20 



Total. 

280 




Table II. -Summary of Estimates. 


Tomans. £ 

Schedule 1—I’uy .. .. .. •• •• •• 39,020 7,258 

Schedule 2—Repairs.. .. .. .. •• •• 230 44 

Schedule 3—Renewal of equipment and ammunition .. .. 1,490 270 

Schedule 4—Capitol charges, 17,745 tomans, 10 per cent, interest 

and sinking fund on capital charges .. .. 1,774 323 


Total gross annuul cost 

Deduct— 

(u.) Cost of existing gholams .. 

(6.) Wilful damage account 


.. 43,414 7,895 
Tomans. 

2,984 

1,600 

- 4,584 833 


Total net annual cost to Persian Government 


.. 38,800 7.062 


Schedule I.— Kkcuuiunc Expenditure in tomans per annum. 


I. Pay. 

1 European inspector, at 400 rupees p»T mensem 

2 European inspect* ns. at 350 rupees per mensem 

1 Armenian clerk, at 150 rupees per munsem 

2 Armenian clerks, at H)0 rupees per mensem 
280 gholams, at 12 tomans tier mensem 

Allowance to 14 glinlambashis, at 3 tomans per mensem 
Chiefs' allowance of 5 per cent, on gholam*' pay 


Tomans. 

8,520 

1,120 

33,120 

504 

1,656 


r1G84J 


li 
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Schedule 2.—Repairs. 

Abodeh. . 

Si vend 

D&shtarjin .. 

Kazeroon .. .. .. 


Tomana. 

80 

46 

45 

60 

230 


Schedule 3. —Renewal of Equipment. 

£ 

Ammunition .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 55 

Wear and tear of rifles, See., 10 per cent, on first cost .. .. .. 212 

Total .. .. ..' ..267 


Schedule 4.—Capital charges. 

I. Hdildikgs, 

Tomans. 

(a.) Afxuleh. —Head-quarters «>f first section. Residence for inspector and 
quarters for thirty guards. Inspector’s residence to consist of throe 
rooms and bath-rooms, with a front verandah, cook-house, stable, two 
storo-roomR, and w.c.; gholams’ quarters, three living-rooms, Cook¬ 
house, two store-rooms, w.c.. and stable for thirty horses .. .. 2,127 

(6.) Siveml. —Head-quarters second section. For guard of twenty men. 

Inspector will occupy rooms in the telegraph quarters. Two rooms, 
cook-house, two store-rooms, stable for twenty horses, and w.c. .. 730 

(c.) Dtuhtmjin .—For guard of thirty men. Three rooms, cook-house, two 
Store-rooms for fodder, stable for thirty liorscs, and w.c. to be built 
adjoining present telegraph office .. .. .. .. 1,184 

(d.) Knteroon. —Head-quarters for third section. Three rooms and bath- 
nxnn, with verandah at front, < 'ook-house, stable, two store-rooms, 
and w.c. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,978 

Totai . .. 6,019 


2. Asms. 

250 rifles (twenty reserve) at Hi. 10*. each 

(This calculation is based on the assumption that *303 rifles at 
first-rate quality will he supplied. This appears to bo a 
regrettable necessity, as almost every robber is furnished 
with a repeating rifle.) 


Tomans. £ 
11,687 2,125 


Seven at 1/. each 


3. Kikli» TbLKPIIONKS. 


38 


7 


17,745 3,226 


Tablb ill.—RbiUiEima as reported by this Consulate. 


Total Number of Robberies in three years. 
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[37192] No. 16. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Biward Grey.—(Received October 7 .) 

(No. 749.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 7, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia. 

I consider that the present moment would be a very good one for the recall of 
the Russian force stationed at Kazvin. Tho Enzeli-Tehran road is as safe as it 
always has been, and order lias been perfectly maintained throughout in the capital. 
Lately there luive been fewer signs of anti-Russian agitation, hut with the continued 
presence of troops at Kazvin they will doubtless recur. There inns been no occasion 
for tho troops to deal With tho dangers which they were intended to combat. As 
regards the future, although it is impossible to say for certain that disturbances may 
not occur, the present moment is so opportune for the recall of the Russian troops, and 
tho possibility of danger to foreigners, in my opinion, so remote, that the occasion 
should not bo lost for carrying out a step which, in the event of the anti-Russian 
feeling being fanned into open agitation, would becomo more difficult for Russia to 
take with a good grace. 

• On two occasions I have pointed out to M. Poklewski the temptation that is offered 
while the Russian troops aro stationed at Kazvin to persona who desire tho entry of a 
Russian force into tho capital to bring about such a state of affairs in Tehran as would 
justify this step, but I fear that, although in the cases of Smirnow and Sadowsky the 
Persian Government linvo promised him satisfaction (see my telegram No. 733 of the 
20th September), I have made no impression. 

I defer again approaching ray Russian colleague uutil I know whethor you see 
your way to taking steps at St. Petersburgh in view of the opinion that I have 
expressed above. 


[35727] No. 17. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 141.) 

gj r> Foreiyn Office, October 7, 1909. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 103 of tho zJ7th August regarding the 
intrigues of the niirzu of tho German vice-consulate with Seyyid Murteza, and his 
suspected connection with tho illicit traffic in arms. 

1 concur in the views expressed by you in the second and third paragraphs of your 
despatch under reply, and 1 approve your action in disputcliing instructions ill this 
senso to Major Cox. 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[37192] 


No. IS. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 1310.) 

(Tolegruphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 7, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia. See telograin No. 749 of to-day’s date from Tehran. 
Count Benckendorff came to see mo on the 5th instant before leaving for 
St. Petersburgh, and I took the opportunity of representing to him that I considered it 
of great importance that a portion of tho Russian troops in Persia should be withdrawn 
without delay. Persian public opinion naturally resented the presence in such force of 
Russian troops, and T submitted to him that it could not fail to produce a good effect 
if it were found, on tho assembly of tho Modjliss, that the number of troops had been 
considerably reduced. Such a reduction would induce the Persians to exhibit n more 
friendly spirit, since they would regard it us u proof of good faith on the part of the 


Russian Government. 

You should make it clear to the Russian Government how important I consider 
this question to lie when a suitable occasion presents itself. 













[37203] 
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No. 19. 

Sir A. Hicolson to Sir liduiard Grey.—(Received October 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburg, October 7, 1909. 

REDUCTION of Russian troops. 

1 have just received telegram No. 749 of to-day’s date from Sir Or. Barclay, and 
had already spoken yesterday to the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject 
of the withdrawal or reduction of the troops. I had enquired at the same tuno 
whether the Russian Government wore yet in receipt of tho opinion of their Minister 
for which they had boon waiting. M. Sazonow observed that both the Imperial 
Government and their .Minister in Tehrau wero most desirous to effect a reduction in 
the number of troops at Tabreez, but I can hardly say that he gave me any definite 
promise, though I pressed him on the point, lie said that the question of finding 
winter quarters at Tabreez for the men would bo a difficult one : this is a good thing, 
as reduction may lie thereby expedited. Ho gave ine to understand, as regards the 
troops at Kazvin, that for the moment there was no question of reduction. I will 
continue to urge the Russian Government to reduce the troops both at Tabreoz and 
also at Kazvin, Imttheir attitude iutliis matter is difficult to understand, and by no means 
satisfactory, as they do not appear to be at all so anxious to reduce their troops as they 
were formerly. 


1365301 N°-20. 

Foreign Ollier to Hoard of Trade. 

yj ri Foreign Office, October 8, 1909. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you, for 
tho information of ilte Board of Trade, copy of a letter flout the Indo-European 
Telegraph Company, enquiring whether His Majesty’s Government would be disposed 
to give their general approval to a scheme submitted to certain gentlemen named, and 
having as its object the improvement of the communications between Bunder Abbas 

and Kerman. . 

As the projected road would lie entirely within the British sphere of influence, as 
defined in the Anglo-Rnssiaii agreement of 1907, Sir E. Grcy is disposed to give a 
favourable reply to this enquiry, provided that the Board ot trade consider that the 
names mentioned afford an adequate guarantee of financial respectability. 1 am to 
request that you will be so good as to furnish me with the views of the Board of Trade 
on this point. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS .MALLEI’. 


136530] 21. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

gj rt Foreign Office, October 8, 1909. 

1 AM directed by tho Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you, for 
Viscount Motley's information, copy of a letter from the Indo-European Telegraph 
Company, enquiring whether His Majesty’s Government would give their general 
approval to a scheme submitted to certain gentlemen named, and having as its object 
the improvement of the communications'between Bunder Abbas and Kerman. 

It will ho observed that the projected road falls entirely within the British sphere 
of influence as defined in the Anglo-Uussian Agreement of 1907. Sir Edward Grey is 
disposed to return a favourable reply to the company’s enquiry, provided that tho 
Board of Trade, to whom a letter has been addressed on this subject, consider that 
the names mentioned afford adequate guarantee of financial respectability. Before 
replying, however, Sir Edward Grey would be glad to learn whether Viscount Morley 
has imy observations to make ill regard to the proposed concession. 

I am, &e. 

W. LANGLEY. 
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[36799] No. 22 - 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

§j r Foreign Office , October 8, 1909. 

’ I AM directed by the Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of tho 2nd instant regarding the situation at Abu Musa, and to 
inform you that Sir Edward Grey concurs in the terms of the draft telegram enclosed 
therein, which Viscount Morley proposes to dispatch to the Viceroy of India on the 

subject. _ . 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[37416] No. 23. 

Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.—(Received October 9.) 

3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
g; r October 8, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter received from 
our agent at Tehran on tho subject of tho Tehran- Kum road. Traffic is freely passing 
over this road as well as over the road from Aliwaz on the Kanin River to Ispahan. 
We think it due to the new Government that we should bring this fact to tho knowledge 
of His Majesty’s Government. , ,,, .. ... „ ... 

Prior to his departure for Persia, the Sardar-i-Assad (Haji All Kuli Klian, 
Bakhtiari) visited Sir Charles llardinge and made kumvu to Sir Charles Hardinge the 
objects which lie had iu view in returning to his native country, lie seems to have 
kept his word, and there can be no question as to tho pacifying influence which ho has 
exercised over the Bakhtiari chiefs and iu tbo affairs of Persia generally. According 
to our information tho Bakhtiari chiefs have made considerable sacrifices, having suld 
lands in the south in order to meet the expenses to which they have been put. But 
they have refrained from tho ambitious designs which were attributed to them, and in 
particular attributed to tlm Sardar-i-Assad. Our intercourse with this chief during 
recent years has been of an increasingly friendly character; lie seems to have greatly 
mellowed since his first arrival in Europe, and to have developed qualities of gravity 
and judgment which were not always conspicuous. Perhaps this information may be 
of some use to His Majesty’s Government and to His Majesty’s Minister iu Tehran. 

I have, Ac. 

II. W. MACLEAN, 

Secretary. 


Inclosure iu No. 23. 

Mr. Redfern to Messrs. Lynch Bros. 

Dear Sir 3 Tehran , 'eptember 11, 1909. 

A MOST satisfactory report is just to hand from Mr. Sotlinm regarding the stato 
of the Tehran Kum road. He informs that the local Slmhsevans arc being bold 
responsible for its safety, and that some thirty of their number, properly armed, have 
been detailed to patrol it, and liavo already proved themsolves to be efficient guards. 

For some time past we have lieen subjected to many petty annoyances at tile Lands 
of the Shahsevans at Kaleh Mahomed Ali Khan, while for months (hey have opposed 
the construction of a loll building, which had already been commenced, about 4 miles 
south of Aliabad. Mr. Sotlinm now reports that they have withdrawn all opposition to 
the completion of this building, and generally display a conciliatory spirit and a desire 
to bo on good terms with us. It is possible that this ebango of tactics is lo be 
attributed to the influence of the Sardar Assad, who recently had a few of the 
Slialisevan chiefs iu before him. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Per pro. Lynch Bros.) 

F. A. D. REDFERN. 


[10S4] 
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[37452] No. 24. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 

(No. 750.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 10, 1909. 

WITHDRAWAL of Russian troops. 

There are indications in the press of an approaching recrudescence of the agitation 
against the Russian troops. 

M. Poklewski informs me that Russian Government have decided to reduce 
immediately the Tabreez force by one half. It is to be hoped that this step will 
check the agitation. 


[37622] No. 25. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 11.) 

(No. 179.) 

. nriA , Gulahck, September 24,1909. 

ACCORDING to statistics supplied me by the Administrator-General of the 
Customs, the receipts of the custom-house at Kn/.eli have amounted for the five 
months the 21st, March to the 21st. August—of the current year to 253,370 tomans, 
as compared with 188,74.‘I tomans during the same five months in 1908. These 
hgurcs are of special interest, in view of the complaints so repeatedly made at 
St, Petershurgh as to the interruption of traffic on the Resht-Tehran road. I notice 
from Mr. O’Heirno's despatch No. 440, which has reached me in the print sections, that 
he has been led to believe that interruption of traffic on this road has on recent 
occasions caused heavy losses to Russian trade. I have myself seen no signs of any 
interference with traffic between Resht and Tehran, and the figures now given prove 
conclusively that the trade which uses this route has not in any way been checked bv 
recent events. 

In striking contrast with the increase shown in the Enzeli receipts, which 
M. Mornard tells mo is not con lined to Enzeli amongst the northern custom-houses, is 
the alarming decrease in the Gulf customs receipts, in which the falling ofT during tho 
first six months of this year has been as marked as that shown last year (see my 
despatch No. 20, Commercial, of tin* 16th instant). The total receipts at the ports in 
question from tin.* 21st March to the 21st September of the current year—amount, 
according to the enclosed statement furnished me by M. Mornard, to no. more than 
295,(KX) tomans, those of Bushire totalling only 100,000 tomans. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 25. 

M. Mornard to Sir G. Barclay. 

M. le Ministre, j jt . neptcmbre , 1909. 

.1 K m empresso de vous communiquor le releve comparatif des reeettes douanieres 
du sud pendant les minces gou’il, bitch'd, ct taga-gou’il. 

La decroissance est desastrenso, partieulieroment cn ce qui concorne le port do 
Bouclur. Aussi, des que je serai oil possession des renseignements statistiques pour le 
premier semestre do l’annce conrante, j'examinemi si le tratic commereial de la region 
moridionalo n’est i>ns en partie dfplace et dirige vers les fronti6res du nord. A ce 
nomt do vue, les tlies et le sucre peuvent jouer un role important, d Want plus que 
les tlies transient lihremeiit cn Russie, par la yoie de Batoum-Bacou-Askhaliad. 

.le regretle vivemont d'etre retenu ehez moi par une indisposition et de ne pouvoir 
vemr jiersoiiiiellemont vous out retenir de la situation deplorable dans laquelle se trouvo 
la region des cotes du Golfe porsiquo. 

Veuillcz, Ac. 

C. MORNARD. 
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Inelosure 2 in No. 25. 


Compaiiative Statement of Customs Receipts for Southern Ports of Persia. 



Reeettes brutes 



Anntt’o gou’il, 
11)07-8. 

Anueo bitch’il, 
1908-9. 

1 ’our les six premiers 
mt>is tie l’nnnee taga- 
gou'il, 1909-10. 

Observations. 

3 0 

Bouchir 

Liugah 

Bander Abbas 
Moliammcrali 

Dizful .. 1 

Ahwnz .. > 

Cliouchter .. J 

0,725,818-15 

502,298-25 

2.226,942-60 

1.788,451-75 

101,922-80 

Krans. 

5,094,019-85 
450.849-50 
1,626,767*70 
959,101 -30 

94,825-20 

Krans. 

1,600,000 

220.000 

500,011) 
534,000 

40,000 

I.os chiffres pour taga- 
gou’il sout approxi- 
inatifs. 

Totaux .. 

11.345,458-45 

8,231,563-55 

2,950,000 



Teheran, le IS ieptembre, 1909. 


[37469] No 26. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 11.) 

(No. 531.) 

St. Petersburgli, October 2, 1909. 

I CALLED on M. lsvolsky this afternoon, as he is leaving for Livadia to-morrow 
morning, and I enquired whether he had received any news from M. Poklewsky. His 
Excellency said that M. Poklewsky had not yet studied the situation on tho spot 
sufficiently to he able to give a serious appreciation of how matters stood ; and he was 
awaiting a report from him before finally deciding as to how far the numborof Russian 
troops at Tabreez could he reduced. M. lsvolsky repeated to mo a remark, which had 
been made to me also by M. KokovtsoiT, that where the Russian troops were present 
the roads were secure and opeu to traffic, wishing me, I suppose, to deduce the 
conclusion that the contrary was the case in localities from which Russian troops were 
absent. I said that I trusted the reduction would soon take place, but I did not dwell 
on tho point, as it would bo useless to (lo so until the Russian Government have received 
a report from M. Poklewsky on the subject. 

i\I. lsvolsky said that the Suad-ed-Dowloh had called upon him the other day, 
and had given him a dismal picture of tho situation in Persia, where there were no 
capable men and no money, lie had laughed at the idea of theNnsr-ul-Mulk returning 
to Persia, and lie had no confidence in the Modjliss being ablo to effect any good. As 
soon as the Persian Government had extorted all that was possible front the few 
individuals who possessed anything they would bo at the end of their resources ; and 
it was difficult to foresee how they would then he able to carry on tile administration. 

The views of those who have thought it safo to leave their country' nro apt to lie 
tinged with some pessimism ; but 1 do not think that M. Isvolskv views the situation 
ill Persia in much brighter colours. 

I have, Ac. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[37475] No. 27. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—IReceived October 11.) 

(No. 540.) 

®' r ’ . , , Si. Petershurgh, October 4, 1909. 

IIII', Persian Ministor brought tho Saad-ed-Dowleh to see me this evening. The 
visit was unsolicited on my part, and the Saad-ed-Ilowleh wished to impress on mo that 
us call must lie kept strictly confidential, as not even the stall or the Persian legation 
know that lie was in St. Petershurgh. He was so mysterious that lie declined to give 
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me the name of the hotel at which he was staying, and requested that I should not 
return his visit, as he was leaving in a day or two. He was sad and gloomy, lie had 
been, he said, poisoned when at Tehran, and his life had been saved by Dr. Lindley ; 
he had no wish to return to office till affairs had assumed a more hopeful aspect. He 
anticipated that no improvement, was likely to take place in Persia; there was not a 
single man in the Cabinet capable of mastering the situation, and there were no money 
and no elements which afforded any hope that the administration could be reformed. 
The Mcdjliss was composed largely of those who had participated in the first Assembly, 
and unless the Senate was convoked simultaneously with the Medjliss matters would go 
from bad to worse. The Senate might be able to do some good, but he had no con¬ 
fidence whatever in the Medjliss. The provinces would not obey the capital, and he 
saw nothing ahead but anarchy. The only hope would lie a conference between 
Russia, Great Rritnin, and some leading men from Persia, who, as far as I could gather, 
should be selected from eminent exiles. This woidd not constitute intervention, but if 
the “conference” gave salutary advice to tbe Persian Government the latter would 
doubtless follow it. Otherwise, unless Great Britain and Russia took some decided 
steps, anarchy would increase until intervention became unavoidable. 

The Saad-ed-Dowleli proceeded for some time with his jeremiads, which are hardly 
worth reporting, and he made no practical suggestion. I think that the real object of 
his visit was put forward at the close of tin* interview, when he remarked that his son 
or brother— 1 forget which— who had been Persian Minister at Washington, had been 
appointed Minister in London, and was still at Paris awaiting orders from the Persian 
Government to proceed, lie feared that tin* Ala-es-Sultaneh might override this 
appointment, and procure the nomination of his son, the present Minister Resident in 
London. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[37478] No. 28. 

Sir A. Nic.olson to Sir Edward Grot.—(Received October ! 1.) 

(No. 543.) 

Sir, St. PetcrsOurgh, October (>, 1009. 

1 ASKED M. Sazonow to-day whether M. Poklewsky had yet given his opinion as 
to a reduction of the number ol' Russian troops in Persia. His Excellency replied that 
M. Poklewsky was anxious that a reduction should he made in the troops at. Tnbreoz, 
and that the Russian Government were equally desirous that such a step should take 
place. 

I said that I sincerely hoped that a considerable reduction would In* made as soon 
as possible. There was really no necessity why so large a force should now bo 
maintained. A reduction would produce a good impression in my country, where 
many were dubious as to the intentions of the Russian Government. 1 should like to 
see them convinced that they were in the wrong in their suspicions. Moreover, a 
reduction would materially improve the position of Russia in Persia, and we were us 
anxious as the Russian Government could he themselves that this should be the case. 
M. Sazonow replied that he expected a reduction would very shortly take place, and, 
indeed, there were great difficulties in the way of providing winter quarters for the 
present number of troops at Tubreez. I asked him why ho said nothing as to the 
troops at Kazvin. lie replied that he did not think the troops there could be reduced 
just at present. 1 le did not tell me the reason; but I presume the Russian Govern¬ 
ment still anticipate possible troubles at Tehran, where they imagine the Russian 
Caucasian revolutionaries are the predominant factor. I propose to continue to urge 
the Russian Ministry to reduce the troops, so that there should be no misunderstanding 
as to our views on the subject. 

1 have, &c. 

A. NIC'OLSON. 
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[37541] No. 29. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 11.) 

(No. &16.) 

Sir, Constantinople , October 5, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from Mr. Morgan, acting 
vice-consul at Van, reporting on the journey of the vali to the Persian frontier. 

A copy of this despatch lias been sent to Tehran. 

I have, &c. 

GERAllD LOWTHER. 


Inclosure in No. 29. 

Acting 17 ce-Consul Morgan to Sir G. Lowther. 

(No. 12.) 

Sir, Van, September 17, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that on Saturday last, the 11th 
September, Bekir Sami Bey, Vali of Van, returned to Van from a journey through the 
eastern parts of tlie vilayet and the frontier zone. 

As was stated in my telegram of the 22nd August, Bekir Bey left Van on the 
ldtli August. He was accompanied by the noktoubji and by Nazim Bey, nazir of the 
public debt at Erzeroum, a prominent Young Turk, who had arrived in Van a few 
days previously. 

In the course of his journey, the vali visited Bash-Kaleh, Gavvar, Tergavvar, 
Mergavvar, and wont to within three hours of Sujbulak (a town to the south of Lake 
Urumia, and on the eastern extremity of the frontier zone). Although in the course of 
his journey he was in the vicinity of Urumia, he did not himself visit that town, hut 
sent iu his stead Nazim Boy, who, while there, enquired into the doings of the Young 
Turks sent last year into Persia to aid the Persian constitutionalists. 

According to the acting Persian consul here, the object of the vali’s visit was as 
follows:— 

A large number of Persians on the frontier have been complaining to their 
embassy at Constantinople of the kahnakam of Chari, son-in-law of Sheikh Hamid 
Pasha, of Bash-Kaleh, and of the misdeeds of all the Turkish officials, civil or 
military, now in Persia. These officials, relying on the presence of Turkish troops 
in Persia and on the absence of any restraining authority, have unjustly appro¬ 
priated Persian property and lands, dispossessing the Porsian owners. The Minister 
of the Interior, linding it difficult to get at the true state of the case, ordered the 
vali to make a journey into the region in question, and to report on these matters, 
and further to report iu general on the work of the Turkish officials there during 
the last two years. 

This was probably one of the reasons of the journey. 

Prom Nazim Bey and other sources I learnt that the vali had been instructed 
by the authorities at Constantinople to make the journey with a view to submitting 
his proposals ns to the organization of Turkish civil posts in the zone. I hear 
that ho has proposed that the district should bo formed into a mutessariilik, the 
head-quarters to ho at Sliind, with subordinate kaimakamates at Knvana, Chari, and 
Singan, and that the mutessarif, when appointed, should organise the gendarmerie 
and police. Ihe vali has also suggested that the seat of the kuimakam of Bash- 
Kaleh should be transferred to Gavvar, as frontier affairs could be better adminis¬ 
tered from the latter post. 

Prom a conversation 1 had with the vali 1 gathered that he had decided views 
with regard to the Persian frontier zone. He explained that, although Persia laid 
claim to the zone, and Persian officials had been appointed to posts there, yet 
Turkey had equal rights with Persia in it. Although in the past Turkey had made 
little ‘protest against Persian action and rule in tin* zone, yet her right was none the 
less unshaken. The miserable condition of the natives of tin* zone at tin* present 
moment, due to the distracted state of Persia—a state which was likely to continue 
for some time—made it necessary that Turkey should act on that right. In any case 
the presence of Russian troops in Tnbreoz and neighbourhood for the purpose of 
protecting Russian interests was a good precedent for Turkey to follow in regard 
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to Turkish interests in the zone. He evidently regards the conversion of the zone 
into Turkish territory not only as desirable, but as of right. 

In the course of his journey the vali was accompanied for three or four days 
by the Sheikh of Shemsdinan. The character of the sheikh has been described by 
Captain Dickson in his telegram of the 7th dune, relating to tho attack made on 
him. The vali, on tho contrary, scemB to have been very favourably impressed by 
him. He describes him as intelligent and tractable, and cited as a proof of his 
good-. 1 , ill towards the Government the fact that he had sent a large force of his 
tribesmen to help tho Government troops in the vilayet of Mosul in their struggle 
with the Sheikh of Zihar—a struggle now luting carried on in the vicinity of Akra. 
Tho Sheikh of Shemsdinan no doubt realised that it was in his interest to please the 
vali, and ns regards his help of the Government in Mosul, the fact that he is at 
hereditary feud with the Sheikh of Zibar may go far towards explaining his action. 

The vali is leaving Van on Wednesday next for Serai, Arjish, and Adeljivas, and 
will return to Van by way of the western and southern portions of the hike. He 
wishes to inspect the subordinate posts and to make himself acquainted with his 
vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES MORGAN. 


[37502] No. 30. 

Sir A. Hardimjr to Sir lidward Grey.—(Received October 11.) 

(No. 111).) 

Sir, Brussels, October 8, 1909. 

THE Porsian Minister mentioned to mo to-day that Saad-ed-Dowleh (who is a 
relative of his) was on his way to London, and would like to have an interview with 
you, as he had some information to communicate which he believed would provo of 
interest to 11 is Majesty's Government. Would I, as an old friend of his Excellency, 
mention this to you. 

I said, 1 saw no objection to doing so, hut asked why ho had not applied to 
Sir George Harclay for an introduction to you. Mofakhem-es-Sultaneh replied that it 
had been diflicull for him to have recourse to any otlicial channel in Persia, as he had 
been banished, as one of the Ministers of the ex-Shah, after tho deposition of that 
Prince. 

The Saad-ed-Dowleh’s clinractor and antecedents arc too well known to you for mo 
to need to say anything further respecting him, but I may mention that although an 
intriguer and a political weathercock, he is an able man speaking French ns fluently 
as Persian, and I think it quite possible that you might liml it worth while to hear, or 
to request one or His Majesty's Under-Secretaries to do so, the communication which 
ho wishes to make to yon. 

I have, Ac. 

ARTHUR II. HARDINGE. 


[377091 No. 31. 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir lid word Grey,—(Received October II.) 

(No. loti.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgli, October 11, 1909. 

REDUCTION of Russian forces in Persia. 

1 am informed by the Acting Minister for Foreign Alfairs that the newspapers 
to-morrow or next day will contain tin announcement to the effect that about 900 men 
will be withdrawn front the Russian force at Tabreoz. According to M. Snzonow this 
is half of the Russian troops at prison! at that place. With regard to the reduction of 
the force at Kazvin I pressed his Excellency, but lie could give no promise that, the 
force there could be reduced for the present. 

News had just reached the Russian Government from Ardebil that the Shuhsovans 
hail begun again to pillage round that place. 
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[37809] No. 32. 

The Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.—(Received October 12.) 

Sir, 3, Salter's Hall Court, London, October 11, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter of the 23rd ultimo on the subject of the outstanding 
account for repairs to the bridges on the Bakhtiari road, I have tho honour to inform 
you that we have telegraphed to our Tehran agent authorising him to accept payment 
of the principal in settlement of our claim, and to forgo any interest thereon, provided 
a prompt settlement be effected. My board request that it may be clearly pointed out 
to the chiefs that our accounts represent actual out-of-pocket expenses, and that it is 
entirely contrary to commercial principles that we should receive no interest on the 
money disbursed in this way on behalf of the chiefs. We could not carry on business 
on these lines. The concession we are making is tantamount to a free gift to the 
chiefs of more than lOOf. 

I have, &c. 

H. W. MACLEAN, 

Secretary. 


[38046] 


No. 33. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 14.) 

(No. 751.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 14, 1909. 

WITHDRAWAL of Russian troops from Persia. 

I learn privately from His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez that he has 
boon informed by his Russian coUeaguo that winter quarters were boing prepared at 
Kazvin for the troops, and no reduction in the force was meditated. 

1 informed M. l’oklcwski, without quoting names, that information had reached 
me to tho effect that buildings were being constructed, and I again emphasised the 
dangers which must attend the continued presence of troops in closo vicinity of 
Tehran. He informed me that the decision of tho Russian Government to reduce or 
to retain the force would not be affected by any steps tho general might take with 
regard to the preparation of winter quarters, and that as soon as tho Persian Govern¬ 
ment gave him an opportunity ho would urgo tho reduction. 

I enquired into the nature of the opportunity ho awaited in order to use any 
influence to bring it about, and I understood that he would bo satisfied if tho Porsian 
Government fully reinstated Smirnow and Sadousky, a question which still remains 
unsettled, and were conciliatory in tho matter of certain Grown jewels that are missing, 
and are said to have been sold by the uncle of tho ex-Shah, Nuib-es-Sultaneh, who is 
under Russian protection. The latter question will, ho expects, bo investigated very 
shortly, and he asked that a representative of the British Legation might bo present at 
tho enquiry. I agreed to this request, although we are not interested in the Naib 
(vide article 1 of protocol in my despatch No. 171 of tho 9th September, 1909). 

M. Poklewski has not alluded to the withdrawal of the troops. When 1 supported 
it he replied that he did not think that his Government could be induced to agree to 
anything beyond reduction. This is to bo deplored, on the ground not solely of the 
pretext to intrigue which the presence of any Russian force in the neighbourhood of 
Tehran affords, but also of the serious anti-Russian agitation which will certainly bo 
aroused when the Medjliss opens in the course of a few weeks if the troops are still 
stationed at Kazvin. The withdrawal, which Russia could now effect without 
touching her amour-propre, and without exposing foreigners to any greater risk than 
ordinary life in Persia entails, would become difficult in tho event of such agitation, 
whether Russian lives and property were thereby endangered or not. There are 
indications that the attitude of the press, although not yet hostile, is loading to 
become so. 
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[38042] No. 34. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 14.) 

(No. 732.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 14, 1909. 

ARDEBIL. 

Ilia Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez telegraphs as follows :— 

“ Position at Ardebil has beeomo more serious. The leaders of Shahsevan tribes, 
who had submitted themselves to Sattar, will not oppose Ilahim Khan, and have 
vacated the town. Rahim Khan is apparently also supported by a powerful Karadagh 
chief, Zorgham, who was supposed to act against him. 

“My Russian colleague has received for transmission to ‘His Imperial Majesty 
Mohammed Ali Shah, Russian Legation,' a telegram from Rahim Khan, and bearing 
his signature with that of several Shahsevan leaders. They declare that they will not 
acknowledge the now regime, and that they will march on the capital after having laid 
waste to Ardebil. The day arranged for this move has, however, gone by, and up till 
now they have restricted themselves to the north-west of Ardebil and to a little 
plundering. 

“ Russian consul-general promises to reply that the addressee has left Tehran and 
to return the telegram. 

“ Mukhbor-es-Sultuneh is preparing to deal with the situation, but he considers 
that it. presents no serious danger. The force which has been sent from Telmm will 
bo dollectod to Sarah. It is at present at Zenjan, where reactionaries, headed by local 
high priest, have obstructed the road and stirred up disorders.” 


[38049] No. 35. 

Sir A. Nicotson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 11.) 

(No. 457.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. St. Pctersbuujh, October 14, 1909. 

PLEASE sec Sir Cl. Barclay’s telegrams Nos. 751 and 752 of to-day’s date: 
Russian troops in Persia. 

I will sco M. Sazonow to-morrow, and will urge that the force at Kazvin should be 
withdrawn, or at least largely reduced. 


[37809] No. 3ti. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 470.) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. Foreign Office, October 14, 1901). 

OUTSTANDING Godar Bridgo account. Please refer to your telegram No. 734 
of tin* 20th September. 

On condition that the settlement shall ho prompt. Persian Transport Company 
will be content with having the principal paid, ami will forgo interest. 


135728] No. 37. 

Foreign Oj/ice to Pemian Transport Comjianij. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 14, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the state of the Godar 
bridge, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, for the information 
of your board, the accompanying copy of a memorandum, which has been received in 
a despatch dated the 31st August from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, on the 
subject. 

As you will perceive, the question of repairs is one of urgency, and I am to express 
the hope that it may be found convenient to reach an early decision in regard to the 
letter addicted to you from this department on the 4th May. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 
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[38155] 


No. 38. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 15.) 


gj r India Office, October 14, 1909. 

’ I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 1st October, 1909, 
enclosing a despatch in original from His Majesty’s Minister at lehran, regniding tie 
Turco-Persian boundary question in so far as it relates to territory of tho Sheikh ot 
Mohammerah. „ , . . . . r. 

In reply, T am to say that Viscount Morloy concurs in the instructions to bir U-. 
Barclay proposed by Sir E. Grey. Lord Morlev agrees in the view that, desirable as it 
is to maintain the status quo as at present, locally observed on the frontier, it cannot be 
contended that tho line defined in 1850 by the mediating commissioners lias been 
cancelled by any subsequent declaration of Great Britain and Russia, and that His 
Majesty's Government could not formally support the Sheikh of Mohammerah in 
claiming that his frontier extends beyond that line, except after communication with 
tho Turkish and Russian Governments. 

Sir G. Barclay’s original despatch, with enclosures, is herewith returned. 

I am, &c. 

R. RITCHIE. 


[38126] No - 39 - 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 15, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 752 of the 11th October : Azerbaijan. 

I am informed by Minister of Interior that disorders at Zenjan are subsiding, and 
that Tehran force is continuing its march northwards to Tabreez, having left Zenjan. 


[381841 


Sir A. Nicotson to Sir E lwanl Grey.—(Received October 15.) 


(Mogmpbic.) P. S*. Petersburg/!, October 15 1909. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 457 dated yesterday: Russian force on 
Tehran-Reslit road. . . 

1 saw M. Sazonow this afternoon, and urged that the force at Kazvnl should be 
withdrawn, or that it should at any rate be considerably reduced ; but I. regret to say 
that although I adduced every possible argument to show that this step was advisable, 
I could not induce M. Sazonow to consent to do so. The Russian Government would, 
ho assured me, act in the manner I suggested ns soon ns it was possible for them to do 
so but at present there was no guarantee of lasting quiet, and the moment for tho 
withdrawal had therefore not arrived. To send the troops back after they had been 
withdrawn would he highly undesirable. As an instanco his Excellency Mentioned 
■Ardebil the situation there had suddenly become very grave after a period of complete 
quiet. Some little time ago, ill the Council of Ministers, it was only with great 
difficulty that he had succeeded in inducing the Minister of War and others of his 
colleagues to give up the project of a punitive expedition against the Shahsevans, who 
were guilty of the murder of a Russian officer and other misdoeds, and lie had only 
managed to dissuade his colleagues from this idea by urging that calm had been 
restored in that district. But the situation there could not possibly lie worse than it 
was at present, and he would in all probability be blamed for having been umlnly 
optimistic on the subject. In these circumstances lhero was no. prospect whatever of 
a reduction or withdrawal of the Kazvin force being decided on by the Russian Cabinet. 
I diil my utmost to move M. Sazonow from his determination, and contested tho validity 
of the arguments ho used, hut, as 1 mentioned above, in vain. 


[1084] 


II 
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[35734] No - 41 - 

Sir Edward drey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 11—) Foreign Office, October 15, 1909 

’ 1 HAVE received vour despatch No. 171 of the 9th ultimo, enclosing copy of tho 
protocol signed on the 7th September relative to the surrender by the ex-Shah of the 
Grown jewels, and to other questions connected with his departure from Persian 

Urr \ approve your action in signing this protocol, and I take this opportunity of 
expressing to you my high appreciation of ihc manner in which you have conducted 
the wearisome negotiations connected with those questions. 

I am, etc. 

E. GREY. 


[38227] No. 

Sir A. Nicotson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1(1.) 

kf r °' SI, Petersburgh, October 11, 1909. 

M SAZt >NO\V informed me to-day that to-morrow or the day after the papers 
would announce the withdrawal to Russia of about 1>00 men from the force at Tabrcez. 

This.ant, he said, that half of the present garrison would la-, brought home. I told 

him that this was satisfactory news, and would, 1 trusted, have a good effect ill 1 ersia; 
and 1 enquired whether some similar reduction could not lake place m the force at 
Kazvin. There seemed to lie no necessity to retain a large force there, as all the 
information which I had received was that perfect tranquillity prevailed. Moreover 
tho Persian Government were showing a disposition to be conciliatory, as they had 
official!v replaced the Russian preceptor and the Russian doctor in their former 
functions. M. Sazonow said that the moment had not yet arrived lor reducing the 
Kazvin force ; it was impossible to say with certainly what tho immediate future would 
bring forth, and there were only 1.600 or 1,700 Russian troops at Kazvin._ lie hoped 
that wiiftt the Russian Government had decided upon in regard to the labreez force 
would he* taken as a surety of their good intentions. As l saw that he was a little 

disappointed that I had not be.entirely satisfied, with tho news which he had given 

me, 1 thought it would seem a little ungenerous were 1 to continue to press linn at this 
moment in regard to tho Kazvin garrison, and so 1 dropped the subject, though 1 will 
return to it in a very lew days and urge reductions in the Kazvin force also. 

M.Suzonnw said that ho had just received information that the Sluihsevans had 
recommenced pillaging round Ardebil I said that l did not suppose that ho considered 
the new regime in Tehran was responsible for these misdeeds, lie replied that the 
Sluihsevans'’wore acting on their account with no political objects—nothing beyond 
pure and simple brigandage. Snttnr Kbun was to liave re-established order there, 
hut he appeared to have been unable to effort anything. I enquired if lie wished 
to imply that Snttnr Khun had had a hand in the recrudescence of disorders. He 
replied i.hnt he had had no information on the subject one way or another; all he knew 
was that pillaging had recommenced. It was unfortunate, lie added, that the Russian 
Government had not punished the Shahsevans in the first instance ; hut now it was 
too late in the season to take any serious measures against them. 

I have, &e. 

V. NICOTSON. 

P.S. October 12.—The "Official Messenger " published to-day states that “four 
companies of infantry, a half-company of engineers, and a battery ol field artillery 
will he recalled from Titbreoz, and that there will then remain two companies of infantry, 
four sotnins of Cossacks, one battery of mountain artillery, and a half-company of 
engineers.” These, it states, will lw recalled as soon as the Russian Government is 
satisfied that permanent order has been re-established. 


A. N. 
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[38555] No. 43. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October IS.) 

gif, India Office, October 16,1909. 

I AM directed by Viscount Morley to enclose, for the information of Secretary 
Sir E. Grey, copy of a Secret letter from the Government of India, enclosing the 
receipt of the Sheikh of Mohammerah for tho sum of 10,000f. advanced to him by His 
Majesty’s Government in connection with tho agreement recently concluded between the 
sheikh and the Anglo-Persinn Oil Company. 

I am, &c. 

R, RITCHIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 43. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

My lord, Simla, September 23,1909. 

WE have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a letter from tho political 
resident in tho Persian Gulf, enclosing the receipt of the Sheikh of Mohammerah for the 
sum of 10,0001. advanced to him by His Majesty’s Government in connection with 
the agreement recently concluded between the sheikh and the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company. . 

2. The receipt appears to us to be in order, and the political residont has been 
informed accordingly. 

We liavc. &c. 

MINTO. 

O’M. CREAGH. 

,1. O. MILLER. 

W. L. HARVEY. 

G. P. WILSON. 

S. P. SIN HA. 

11. U. RISLEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 43. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

Busbiie, August 21, 1909. 

IN amplification of my telegram of the I7tli instant, 1 have the honour to attach 
copies of the communications in which II is Majesty's acting consul, Mohammerah, 
reports the due endorsement by the tribal elders of the agreement come to between the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah and the Anglo-Persian Gil Company, and the paying over of 
the amount of the loan made to the sheikh by Government (10,060/.) mid the ten years’ 
rental in advance (6,500/.) by the oil company. 

The sheikh’s receipt for the 10,000/. is forwarded in original, with translation, a 
copy being recorded in my archives. 1 trust that it will lie considered in order., 

A copy of this communication is being forwarded to His Majesty's Minister vii 
Lend,>n. 


Inclosuro 3 in No. 43. 

Lieutenant IVitson to Major Cox. 

(Confidential.) Mohammerah, July 81,1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you thnt tho agreement between Sheikh Khaz'al 
and tho Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) was duly signed in tlio presence of 
myself and Mr. Cl A. Walpole, of Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co., on the 30th instant at 
Failiyeh, by headmen Hnji Faisal, Haji Arak, Haji Athbi, llaji Kazl, Haji Alxlus 
Saiyid, Haji Muhammad Clianan, Alidimlla-bin-Salhuq, who affixed their seals to the 
copy of tiie agreement in tin* possession of Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co. 

2 . I further attested their signatures by signing below ns follows:— 

“ Witness to the signature of the above seven headmen, the 30th July, 1909 ; 

“ A. T. Wll.SoN, Lieutenant, I.A." 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 43. 
Lieutenant Wilson to Major Cox. 


Mohammerah, Autjust 14, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 10th instant Haji Mushir, son of Haji 
Rais, opened the boxes of gold, aggregating 10,500/., in my possession for delivery to 
the sheikh. 0,500/. of which had been handed over by Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co. to 
me at the sheikh’s special request, to hand to him under secret arrangements. 

2. Haji Mushir counted two bags, weighed the rest, found all correct, replaced the 
bags in the boxes, scaled the boxes with his own seal, and left them with mo till 
the evening, when be and his father dined with me, and after dinner took away 
the boxes, explaining to the boatmen that they must tell no one, as the boxes contained 
cartridges. 

3. At the same time Ilaji Rais handed me the sheikh’s receipt for Lloyd, Scott, 
and Co.’s G,500/., and a separate receipt for the loan of 10,000/. I enclose the 
latter; the former I have handed over to Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co., with a 


true copy. 

I have not kept a copy of the enclosed receipt of the sheikh. 

4. On the 11th instant I went to Failiyeh, showed bis Excellency the receipt for 
6,500/., which hore his seal ami signature, and asked him pro formd whether it was his 
Beal and his signature, to which he answered in the affirmative. I then asked him to 
sign and seal the statement (added below the document drawn up by you) to the effect 
that he had actually received the money, and he did this in my presence. 

5. I expressed a hope that lie would now at once pay back the sum borrowed from 
the Germans, and he said he would do so. 

I further asked him for a copy of the “ furman.” He replied that be would let mo 
have it after Kamzau, when the slave woman returned. 

0. 1 have this day handed to Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co. a rocoipt for the 
10,000/., of which I attach a copy. 


Received the sum of (10,000/.) ten thousand pounds sterling in Kngjish sovereigns, 
per steam-ship “ Knsnra," from the Bunque Nationule d’Escompte de Paris. 


Mohammerah, August 13, 1909. 


A. T. W ILSON, Lieutenant, 

His Britannic Majesty's Consul. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 43. 

Sheikh Khazat Khan, Sheikh of Mohammerah, to Major Cox. 

(Translation.) 20/A Rajah, 1327 (August 7,190S). 

I HAVE the honour to state, with reference to the loan of 10,000/., about which 
your honour wrote to me on the 16th June to the effect that the British Government 
are pleased to pay it. in accordance with my request. 

I now beg to inform you, in corroboration of what has passed between us in the 
course of conversation, that 1 can accept responsibility for liquidation of the amount on 
behalf of myself and my heirs. 

It will suit me best to pay 6 per cent, interest by an annual instalment on the 
20th Rajah of every year, the first payment to be made on the 20th llujab, 1328. 

I also desire to pay the original amount at the rate of 1,000/. per annum 
simultaneously with the interest, hut as regards the instalments of the original amount 
above referred to, 1 shall be glad if I am given the option to put off the annual 
instalment of 1,000/. in any particular year when the state of affairs makes it difficult 
for me to make the payment. It should la- understood, however, that this will not 
relieve me from the obligation to refund the whole loan within ton years. 

1 shall la- obliged if the consul, Mohammerah, can be authorised to give me 
regularly a month's notice prior to the date when the payment falls due. 

Interest should run on the loan from the date when the consul, Mohammerah, pays 
me the same against my receipt. The refund of instalments is to be made in this way, 
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that is, the amount due will be paid in English pounds or rupees or by drafts on well- 
known banks against his receipt. 

Dated the 20th Rajab, 1327 (7th August, 1909). 

KHAZAAL-BIN-JABER. 
(L.S.) KHAZAAL. 


The above sum of 10,000/. was received by me this day, the 20tli Rajab, 1327 
(7th August, 1909), through His Britannic Majesty’s consul at Mohammerah. 

KHAZAAL-BIN-JABER. 
(L.S.) KHAZAAL. 


[38401] No. 44. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 18.) 

(No. 754.) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, October IS, 1909. 

1 LEA RN that two companies of infantry and one grenadier battery left Tabreez 
for Russia 10th October. 


[37075] No. 45. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 471.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 20, 1909. 

PROPOSED convocation of Persian Senate. 

Acting on instructions received from St. Petersburg!!, Count Beuckendorlf has 
suggested to me that the two Governments should instruct their representatives at 
Tehran to endeavour to secure the summoning of a Sonate in Persia which might 
constitute a check on the powers of the Mcdjliss. I told Count Beuckendorlf that it 
seemed to mo, although 1 had not studied the question carefully, that we should appear 
to be interfering beyond what was necessary in Persian internal affairs if we proceeded 
to'sucli a step. 

Please let me know by the next mossenger what you think of tko proposal. 


[38865] No. 40. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 21.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morloy, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
Government of India, dated the 19th October, relative to the Shiraz escort. 

India Office, October 20, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 40. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley, 

(Telegraphic.) P. October 19, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 29th September. 

View of His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran that Shiraz escort should he main¬ 
tained at its present strength until the end of next year has our concurrence. It is 
presumed that home and Indian revenues will bear the cost of the increased escort in 
equal shares. 
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[38894] No- 47. 

Sir G. Barclay la Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 

(Telecraphic.) P. Tehran, October 21, 1909. 

PERSIAN Government have satisfied M. Poklewski in the matter of bmirnow and 
Sadowsky, l:otli of whom have been reinstated. The former is, I understand, to attend 
at the Palace live days a-week to give tuition to the Shah. 

(Very Confidential.) , ... 

The Persian Government have unfortunately now given a fresh cause of complaint 
by the appointment to Berlin of Ehtcsham-cs-Sultaneh as Minister. 

M. Poklewski informs me that this appointment violates an undertaking which 
the Russian Legation received last year. I presume this undertaking was given at 
the moment of M. de Hartig’s representations to the Shah regarding interview granted 
by Ehtesham to journalist in Berlin (see Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 225 of the 20th 
August, 1908). 


[37502] No. 48. 

Sir Edward Grey to Earl Granville. 

(No. 64.) 

[jj ri Eorcign Office , October 21, 1909. 

1 HAVE received Sir A. Hnrdingo’s despatch No. 119 of the 8th instant, 
respecting the desire of the Saad-tsd-Dowleh to have an interview with me. I request 
you to cause the Saad-ed-Dowloh to bo informed that I shall bo happy to give him a 
personal interview, if the Persian Minister at this Court wishes to introduce him to me. 
if he desires to come quite unollieihlly to the Foreign Office, one of the Under¬ 
secretaries of State will bo glad to receive him. 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[37075] No. 49. 

Sir Edward Grey to Russian Charge'd'Affaires. 

THE Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents lascompliments to the Russian 
Ciiargd d'AITaires, anil, with reference to the memorandum which Count Benckendorff 
left at the Foreign Office on thofitli instant on the desirability of convoking the Persian 
senate to counterbalance the influence of the assembly,and suggesting that the Russian 
and British Ministers at Tehran should be furnished with instructions on the subject, 
has the honour to state that at first sight any action by the two Powers ill this matter 
would appear to constitute Jin undesirable interference in tin- purely internal aifairs of 
Persia. In deference, however, to the suggestion of the Russian Government, 
Sir Edward Grey lias instructed Ilia Majesty's Minister at Tehran to furnish him with 
a report on the subject. 

Eorcign Offer, October 21, 1909. 


[391201 No. 50. 

Board of Trade to Foreign Offer.—(Received October 23.) 

Sir, Hoard ot Trade, October 22, 1909. 

I AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the Sth October, forwarding copy uf a letter from the Indo-European Telegraph 
Company, Limited, with reference to a proposal for improving the communications 
between Builder Abbas and Kerman. 

In reply, I mil to state that all the gentlemen mentioned,except Mr. II. F. B. Lynch, 
M.P., are directors of the Indo-European Telegraph Company ; Mr. .1. Herbert Trittou 
is also a director of Messrs. Barclay and Co., Limited, bankers. Mr. Lynch is a member 
of the well-known linn of Messrs. Lynch Brothers. Thu Board are accordingly of 
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opinion that there can be no doxbt that for the purpose in question an adequate 
guarantee Of financial respectability is afforded by the names of these gentlemen. 

I am, &c. 

WALTER J. HOWELL. 


[39138] No. 51. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 23.) 

(No. 75(1.) „ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 23, 1909. 

ARDEBIL. With reference to my telegram No. 752 of the 14th October, I have 
received the following from llis Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez :— 

Shahsevan and Karndaghis tribesmen are investing Ardebil, and for sevoral days 
fighting has been continued. It is difficult to obtain information as telegraph wires 
have been cut, but Sattar Khan appears to be hard pressed, and Mukhbcr-es-Sultaneh 
has given orders for a thousand horsemen to proceed without delay to Sarah under 
Samad Khan. 

It is expected that 200 Inanloo horsemen will arrive hero to-morrow, an equal 
number of Persian Cossacks with four guns reached Tabreez to-day, the remainder of 
the troops sent from Tehran appear to be still in Zenzam, where reactionaries bavo 
been crushed by the Governor. An expedition is being formed for the relief of 
Ardebil, and a camp organised outside Tabreez. 


(Confidential.) 

I have been informed privately by the governor-general that a catastrophe cannot 
be avoided if the Russians do not cease from giving encouragement to Rahim Khan 
and to the Slmhsevan chiefs. I used very guarded language to Russian consul-general, 
who appeared to be somewhat afraid of a rebuke. Situation might be helped if lie 
received instructions from M. Poklewski to warn rebels clearly- that Russia views their 
action with disfavour. 

Unless these powerful tribes are mado to understand that their rebellion is not 
countenanced by Russia, the position may become such as again to necessitate 
intervention. 

M. Poklewski, to whom I read a portion of this tolcgrum, informs mo that Russian 
consul-general at Tabreez lias beyti instructed to warn Rahim Khan that Russian 
Government will hold him responsible for disorders. 


[39139] No. 52. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 

(No. 757.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 24, 1909. 

ARDEBIL. My telegram No. 756 of the 23rd October. 

I am informed by M. Poklewski that Russian consul at Ardebil has applied to his 
Government for a force to protect the lives and property of Russian subjects there. 

Every effort is being made by* the Persian Government to cope with the situation ; 
450 men are being sent, from Tehran with two guns. 


[39140] 


No. 53. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 

(No. 758.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. Tehran, October 24, 1909. 

NAVIGATION of Lake Urumia. 

With reference to my telegram No. 745 of the 1st October, 1 am informed by His 
Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez that negotiations are being carried on by 
a party of Persian merchants, who, there is reason to believe, are relying on < ierinan 
support, with a view to obtaining the concession for the roads around Ulumia and for 
the navigation of tin- lake. Project has, it is reported, received the approval of Sardar 
Assad, ami Taki Zaile lias promised to support it when it is brought before the Medjliss. 
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The Persians interested in the matter can count on the active sympathy of this body, 
for they have supported the cause of the Constitution financially. 

At Tabreez two (lermans have already arrived, and more are expected. The two 
here are engineers with other German commercial connections, and apparently brought 
with them design of a steamer which, however, they lost on the road. 

Imam Kuli’s concession is stated by merchants, I do not know upon what grounds, 
to be valueless, but German consular agent has left for Soujboulak, and his visit is 
doubtless for the purpose of treating on behalf of the Persian combine with the 
concession naire. 

M. Poklewski is sending instructions to Russian consul to communicate this new 
move to the Russians at present negotiating at Soujboulak, and it will, it is hoped, 
wake them and Imam Kuli to the necessity for a prompt settlement. M. Poklewski is 
of opinion that Russian Road Company’s concession could bo interpreted as sufficient 
to bar any concession with German backing for lake navigation, but Russian position 
would be greatly strengthened if they could participate in Imam Kuli’s enterprise. 


[39188J No. 54. 

Sir (j. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. 17*1.) 

Sir, Gulahek, September 18, 1909. 

WITH reference to article 4 of the protocol enclosed in my despatch No. 171 of 
the 9th instant, I have the honour to report that a convention lias now been concluded 
between the Persian Government and the Russian bank for the taking over by the 
former of the ex-Shah’s personal debt to die bank. The debt, which is to carry interest 
at 0 pur cent., is to bo paid oil' within ton years, and is secured on the northern customs 
receipts. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[39192] No. 55. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. 180.) 

Sir, Tehran, September 29, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire in regard to the assumption by 
the Indo-European Telegraph Department of the Arabistan telegraph lines. 

I enclose at the same time copy of the reply which 1 have addressed to 
Captain Trevor. 

1 have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 55. 

Major Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 04.) 

Sir, ^ Bushire, July 29, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information and such action as you may 
consider possible, a copy of a letter addressed to me by Lieutenant A. T. Wilson, in 
which, in connection with the contemplated assumption by the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department of the Arabistan telegraph lines, ho submits certain views 
and suggestions. 

From the practical point of view Lieutenant Wilson’s recommendations appear to 
me to be to the point, and generally have my support. 

Especially, it would be a great convenience, both practically and politically, if the 
arrangement advocated in paragraph 8 of his letter could lie unobtrusively brought 
about during the; course of the present measures for the transfer of the control of the 
line*, and provided that the necessary measure of control of the Persian office 


remained with the sheikh, as at present, 1 think we might depend on his tacit 
co-operation in arranging the location of the English office to suit us. 

I have, &c. 

P. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, Sfc. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 55. 

Lieutenant A. T. IVilson to Major Cox. 

Sir, Moha turner ah, July 3, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of- the assumption by the 
Indo-European Telegraph Department of the control of the Arabistan telegraph lines, 
a stop which has, I understand, received the final sanction of the Government. 

2. I venture to suggest that the department should be moved to make a start with 
as little delay as possible, as not only are local political circumstances propitious, but 
the rapitl growth of British telegraph service more necessary than ever. 

3. It would be convenient if the Indo-European Telegraph Department could 
make some statement as to their future policy with regard to the existing lines, offices, 
and operators, for the information of this consulate and of the British firms chiefly 
concerned. 

4. As regards control of the lines, I venture to suggest that before the line is 
renewed on iron poles, the working of the existing lines and of the telegraph ollices 
should be taken over as soon as possible by the department. 

5. It would be well if the reconstruction of the (1) Aliwaz-Mohamnierah lino 
(2) Akwaz-Borasjun line could take precedence over the remainder of the system, as 
the Dizful-Shusliter- Aliwaz line affects British interests but little. 1 have already 
recommended the relaying of the Mohammcrali-AUwaz line down the left bank of the 
Karun. 

0. As regards operators, 1 would point out that only one telegraph office in 
Arabistan (?.<•., at Aliwaz) is at present officially open for messages in European 
languages, and that although such messages can usually be sent from Mohammcruh 
to Aliwaz, they cannot be sent elsewhere, as the telegraph clerk at this place, for the 
above reason, refuses to transmit them. 

Such telegrams, therefore, if destined for (e.y.) Bushire, Tehran, or London, must 
be sent from Moluimmorah to an agent in Aliwaz and readdressed from there, involving 
a double payment of part of the charge. 

7. It is greatly to be desired that the telegraph office at Moliammerah should bo 
at once officially authorized to accept messages in European languages for transmission 
over the Aliwaz-Borasjun line. A recommendation to this effect has already been 
submitted to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran by Mr. McDouall. 

8. As regards the provision of telegraph offices at Moliammerah, I would point 
out that the present Persian office is 2 miles from the consulate, around which are 
grouped the customs office, Messrs. Lynch Brothers' warehouses, Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, 
and Company’s offices, and the Wbiiekhaus agency. The provision in the British 
Consulate of a separate telegraph office for messages in European languages (Persian 
messages being sent, as now, from the town office) would lie a great convenience to 
users of the wire, and, if undertaken now, would probably meet with no opposition. 

It would also be desirable on other grounds into which 1 need not enter. 

9. There is at the present moment room in the consulate for a telegraph office, 
and, should this proposal meet with your approval, I am ready to submit a detailed 
plan of the consulate, and of the relative position of the town office, consulate, &c. 

Such a proposal, of course, involves two operators, one for English and the other 
for Persian work, but a saving of cost might In' effected by converting the present 
British post office into a postal telegraph office, with a trained telegraphist as 
postmaster. 

The provision of a separate office for European messages would leave the Persian 
office, as now, to some extent under the control of the sheikh, a stall* of things which 
I consider desirable at present. The sheikh could then, as now, keep himself informed 
of the purport of all messages in Persian passing over the wire, though not of the 
English messages. 'Phis is a matter iijkiii which he would, I believe, if approached, 
lay great stress, as it gives him a sense of security against plotters, and enabh him to 
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control, in the same way as Persian governors elsewhere, a channel of communication 
between his subjects in various parts of Arabistan which might easily be used 
against him. 

I have, &c. 

A. T. WILSON, Indian Army. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 55. 

Copy of a demi-official letter , dated the 23rd April , 1900, from Lieutenant A. T. Wilson, 
Indian Army, to Mr. J. C. Smith, Indo-European Telegraph Department. 

I (JIVE below, for your information, my reasons for thinking the east bank of the 
Kanin preferable to the west bank for a telegraph wire to Mohamraorah. 

1. Distance .—I think that it will be found that there is nothing to choose in this 
respect between the east or the west bank, but the east bank may have a slight 
advantage. 

2. Facility for inspection .—The cast bank is practically always passable to horsemon, 
even when the, west bank is flooded in places. 

3. Security.—'['he east bank is always perfectly safe; the west bank less so, owing 
to the fear of the Bani Turuf and Hawaizah people. It is doubtless on this nccount 
that, the present wire hugs the bank all along instead of taking a straight line across 
country. If the latter courso were adopted on the east bank several miles would 
be saved. 

4. Economy .—A proposal, regarding which you will no doubt hear from 
Mr. Reynolds of the C.S.L. in due course, has been made that the C.S.L. should have 
the use of one or two wires between Nasiri and Mohammerah, and pay the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department a moiety of the cost of installation as well as of 
the upkeep. 'Phis would only be possible if the line went down the east bank. If 
the east bank wore adopted, it would be necessary to carry the wire across the river 
not at Aliwaz but near Mohammerah. I should say that a 300-yards span would 
Bullice, as long as the poles were high enough for the wires to clear the masts of the 
"Malamir” and “ Musrat.” 


Inclosure 4 in No. 55. 

Sir G. Barclay to Acting Consul-General Trevor. 

(No. 19.) 

T , Tehran, September 28, 1909. 

I HAVE received Major CWs despatch No. 04 of the 29th July last enclosing a 
despatch from Lieutenant Wilson, in which he makes certain proposals in connection 
with the assumption by the Indo-European Telegraph Department of the Arabistan 
telegraph lines. 

I he arrangement concluded between the late Government and the department has 
not yet received the. Until sanction of the Persian Government, and requires the 
ratification of the Assembly before if. can come into force. 

In the event of the Assembly’s ratifying the arrangement, Lieutenant Wilson’s 
suggestions will be considered by the department, but at present Mr. Barker, to whom 
I have submitted Mr. Wilson’s despatch, is of opinion that it is premature to make 
any comments. 

I am, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[39194] 


No. 5(5. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October :25.) 


(No. 182.) 

° ir ’ aut’ctt r , „ , Tehran, October 1, 1909. 

unit reference to the final paragraph of Captain Lorimer’s telegram of the 
10th March, repeated to you in my telegram No. 149 of the 15th March last, I have 
the honour to transmit copy ,.f a despatch from His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz 
reporting that Sardar Muhtashain, the Bakhtiari khan, lias again asked for British 
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protection. Lieutenant Ranking, in like manner with Captain Lorimer on the previous 
occasion, merely replied that he would take note of the request. 

Lieutenant Ranking observes that the Bakhtiari chiefs are losing their former trust 
in the British Government, and suggests that assurances of our friendly interest should 
be given to Sardar Muhtashain and other khans. 

I concur in Lieutenant Banking’s suggestion, and shall take an opportunity of 
privately reminding Sardar Assad, as well as Sardar Muhtusham, who is now in Tehran, 
of the expression of friendly sympathy conveyed to them last year in accordance with 
the instructions contained in your despatch No. 135 of the 31st July, 1908. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 56. 

Consul Ranking to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 143/25. Confidential.) 

Sir, ^ ^ Camp Ispahan, September 8, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to recall to your Excellency’s recollection the last paragraph of 
this office telegram No. 8/14 of the 9th March, 1909, in which Captain Lorimer said that 
the Sardar Muhtashain has approached him privately with a request for a guarantee of 
the safety of his own person and property by the British Government, to which he replied 
that the request was taken note of. Captain Lorimer further informed the Sardar 
Muhtashain that he would mention his request to me, which he did. 

During my recent tour in the Bakhtiari country, while at Ardal, the Sardar 
Muhtashain at a private interview reiterated his request, and expressed himself as 
entertaining the most friendly feelings towards the British Government. 

1 his appearing to be a favourable opportunity both for putting the sincerity of 
his expressions to the test and also possibly of gaining a point, I told him that deeds, 
not. words, were a better criterion of the sincerity of a man’s feelings. After some 
academic discussion on the subject, the .Sardar Muhtashain asked in what way lie could 
show his good-will, to which I replied pointing out various claims which up to the 
present remained unsatisfied. 

After further discussion on the subject of the claims and of the causes which give 
rise to them, &c., the Sardar Muhtasham agreed ‘to give a letter saying that lie was 
willing to pay his share on account ot the Quala Madrassa robbery and Captain Lorimer’s 
effects stolen, if the Samsam would pay his share. 

As regards his request for protection, I said that I noted and would not 
forget it. 

1 would beg to express to your Excellency my satisfaction with regard to his 
recent behaviour in the matter of the claims. Further, the transference of the payment 
of the guards to the oil company was, I understand, due in a great measure to tho 
friendly attitude which ho took up with regard to the change. 

It is, ot course, impossible to give him any such guarantee in the form that he 
asks tor, but, in my humble opinion, it would be of the utmost value if he could be 
given some assurance of our friendly interest in his welfare. 

I he Sardar Muhtashain is at present, 1 think, sincere in his good-will towards 
British interests, and, more so than the other Bakhtiari klians, still looks on the 
British Government as his leal friends. Such being the case, if it were possible by 
some such assurance of friendly interest to confirm him in this belief, if by any turn 
of events there were to l>o a recrudescence of tho adverse conditions, such as prevailed 
in 1907 owing to intertribal troubles, he would lie the more ready to act, as, for 
example, he did at Kima in tho interests of the British interests involved. The value 
of the Sardar’s good feeling towards British interests is demonstrated by the incident 
of the above-mentioned claims. When once ho agreed to pay, it made it {wissible to 
play off the Samsam and other members of his family. 

A like analogy might apply to other and more important matters in which his 
friendliness would lie of service to us. 

Finder. w *th the present had feeling which exists between the Bakhtinris and the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah, in consideration of tho friendly relations which exist between 
the British Government and the sheikh, the Sardar Muhtashum’s influence, and through 
him that ot the Haji Imam Kuli family, might be used with restraining effect on the 
others, if affairs were to take a serious turn. Moreover, in giving this assurance we are 
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not committing ourselves to anything either very definite or very extensive, whereas it 
may have the desired effect. 

It may not be out of place to lay before your Excellency some observations, 
indirectly connected with the subject above discussed, on the feeling of the Bakhtiari 
chiefs as a whole towards the British Government. 

From various interviews I have had with them, as well as from other sources, I 
have come to know that they, as a whole, at present are friendly, but that they regard 
the British Government as having given up to a great extent the former great interest, 
which was felt in them. Considering the importance of British interests in and 
approximate to their country, it must but react to our disadvantage if this idea gains 
ground in their minds. Moreover, since last year they have come to know that their 
country lies in the neutral zone, and not, as they have believed heretofore, in the zone 
of British interest. 

All this tends to the alienation of that feeling which we most desire to foster m 
their minds -that the British Government is the one whom they must look upon as 
their best friend ami the one to be “kept in with.” Owing to the long-outstanding 
friendship which has existed since 1841, when Layard lived among them, until lately, 
their natural feelings would lead them to look upon the British Government m this 
light, but of lute years, especially since overtures were made to them about raising and 
and arming what might ho called a tribal militia, which has since come to nothing, 
the idea has lieon slowly gaining ground with them that we have lost interest 
in them. 

In conclusion, to sum up :— 

1. The Sardar Muhtusham lias asked to be taken under British protection. 

2. The Bakhtiari khans, from various causes, are losing their former trust in the 
British Government, ns being the friends to whom they should turn. 

3. In my humble opinion, if the growth of this feeling is not arrested, and that 
soon, the Bakhtiari chiefs may cast about Ibr other friends and so gradually become 
alienated from us, after nearly a century of friendly relations, just at a timo when 
British enterprise is commencing to get a firm footing in their territories. 

To remedy this 1 would beg to lay before your Excellency a suggestion, which, if 
considered expedient, might meet the requirements ol the present case. that, as the 
chiefs are in Tehran, some such assurance, as mentioned on p. 2, be given privately to 
the Sardar Muhtaslmm, and on some suitable occasion presenting itselt a more general 
expression of our sympathy and good-will Ire extended to both the Ilaji Imam Kuli and 
the Hussein KujS families. 

I have, &c. 

L. RANKING, Lieutenant, LA. 


[39195] No. 57. 

Sir G. liar chit) to Sir Edward Urey.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. 183.) 

gj r Tehran, October 1, 1909 

WITH reference ter my telegram No. 084 of the 23rd August last, reporting tne 
dispatch of three expeditions of Russian troops from Tabreez, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a despatch Irom Ilia Majesty’s acting consul-general reporting 
the return of the troops to that town. ... 

It will bo observed that the detachment sent with the member ol the Russian 
consulate-general to obtain a settlement of claims against Rahim Khan met with u 
considerable measure ofauecess. ... . , 

It is of interest to note that, in Mr. Smart’s opinion, the initiative m dispatching the 
troops in question was taken by his Russian colleague, M. Miller. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 
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Inclosure in No. 57. 

Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 

gj r ' ^ Tabreez , September 19, 1909, 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 182 of the 21st ultimo, I havo the honour to 
report that all three detachments of Russian troops have returned from Karndagh. 

M. Belaieft; acting secretary of the Russian consulate-general, who accompanied 
one detachment to Aliar, succeeded in extracting from Rahim Khan 180 camels and 
XT. 2,000 on account of Russian claims. Some display of force was uecossnry to 
persuade Rahim Khan to disgorge, and the troops surrounded liis house. This gave rise 
to the erroneous report that the Russians had made him a prisoner. 

Rahim Khan, although he has a strong and effioient force at his disposal, is very 
nervous as to his future, and he told M. Belaieff that he laid transported all Ills effects 
close to the Russian frontier. He also said that he had a Russian nomadic passport, 
i.e., a passport granted to nomad frontier tribesmen, who, by special arrangement 
between the two Governments, are considered as Russian subjects when iu Russian 
territory and Persian subjects when in Persia. I was under the impression that no such 
nomadic passports wore granted in Azerbaijan, but, in any' case, Rahim Khan has taken 
a long time to discover his passport. 

The governor-general is prepuling to crush Rahim Khan, and lie has coululentially 
communicated to me his plan of campaign. He proposes to send Ijlal-ul-Mujk as 
governor to Aliar with a force under Bagher Khan. If llahim Khan refuses to submit, 
Sattar, after carrying out his mission of disarming the population at Ardebil, is to 
march’ on Aliar from the east. Help is also expected from Zergliam, a powerful 
Karadngh chief, and the Shalisevans, one tribe of whom has already made its submission 
to Sattar, who is now forming a camp outside Ardebil. No doubt Rallltn Khan, aware 
of his danger, hopes to secure some sort of Russian protection. 

M. Belaieft’ was shown by a merchant at Altar carpets purporting to he those 
robbeil from Messrs. Castelli (see Mr. Wratislaw’s despat oh No. I of the 5th January 

is to he feared that the action of the Russians will have unfortunate results for 
the inhabitants of Aliar, from whom Rahim Khan will probably extort the equivalent of 
what he wus forced to pay to the Russians. 

The detachment of Russian troops sent to Sarah proceeded as far ns Ardebil and 
escorted hack to Tabreez a large caravan of piece-goods, which had been held up for tt 

long time owing to the insecurity of the road. ... 

The Meshapar detachment had an unfortunate encounter with All Mian, the chief 
who had been pillaging the villages lielonging to Tonmaiimutz, a Russian subject. 
According to the Russian account, the soldiers were fired upon as they approached I he 
village where Ali Klmn had hist quarters. They returned the fire, and killed the 
daughter and two followers of Ali Khan, besides wounding his brother. Ali Khan 
escaped and sent a detailed account to the governor-general, m which he declared that 
the Russians had made an unprovoked attack on him. Shortly alteiwards, Ali Khan 
rather mysteriously died, according to the Russian account , from apoplexy ; according tc 
the Persians) from a wound received in the encounter. The local authorities are pressing 
for an enqtlirv, and demand that a representative ol the Russian coiisiilatc-geneial lie 
sent with a mainour of tlio Kurgusari to make an investigation on the spot M. Miller 
has reluctantly agreed to send a representative when the secretary ol the consulate- 
general arrives. As the titulaire of the post is not returning to Tabreez, and Ins 
successor is not likely to he appointed for a long time, the enquiry may he deferred to the 
Greek calends. . 

It is difficult to believe that the objects of the expedition were merely those avowed 
or accomplished. Possibly it was intended as a demonstration against the Shalisevans, 
whose brigandage has been very active this year. No doubt also the Russians thought 
that ii show of military force unions the turbulent tribesmen ol those, parts would 
incieaso their respect for Russia and discourage them Irom their aggressive tactics on 
the frontier. _ „ , 4l 

In conclusion, L think that my Russian colleague alone was responsible lor the 
expedition. The military authorities, when fust approached on the subject, were averse 
to dispatching troops so lhr from their base. M. Miller’s evident anxiety during the 
absence of the troops, and his fear that he might be censured if any serious complica¬ 
tions were t<j arise, seem to prove that be was the originator ol the scheme. I did not 
[10811 L 
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conceal from him mv disapproval of the expedition, and expressed the earnest hope that 
Russian troops would not be used for such purposes in future. 

I have, &c. 

W. A. SMART. 


[39196] No. 58. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. 181.) 

Sir, Tehran, October 1 , 1909. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 424 of the 18th ultimo, I have the honour 
to state that 1 have now received a copy of Major Cox’s despatch No. 7, Commercial, of 
the 18th July last, and I transmit to you herewith copy of a note which 1 have addressed 
to the Persian Government on the subject of the insecurity of the southern roads 
and the levy of illegal exactions by the tribesmen, especially on the Bushire-Shiraz 
route. 

T spoke to Sardar Assad, Minister of the Interior, the other day in the sense of 
this note, and he told mo he was engaged in preparing a scheme of road guards which 
he felt confident would restore order on the roads. Me promised to acquaint me in due 
courso with the details. 

I have, Ac. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 58. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sardar Assad. 

Excellency, Gulahek t September 23, 1909. 

BY order of His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, I have 
the honour to draw the serious attention of the Persian Government to the deplorable 
condition of the trade routes in Southern Persia, and more especially to that between 
Bushire and Shiraz. This latter route has been lately almost entirely closed to 
commerce owing to disturbances, robberies, and illegal exactions. A reference to the 
Bushire customs statistics of the first five months of Hie current year will show what 
disastrous results this slate of things has had for the Persian treasury, but I am princi¬ 
pally concerned now with its elTect on British interests, and it is my duty to impress on 
the Persian Government that the losses incurred by British commerce owing to the 
failure of the Persian Government to maintain order on the roads in the south are a 
matter of grave concern to His Majesty’s Government. 1 am to urge upon you the 
necessity of taking the necessary steps to render these routes secure, and in particular 
I am to insist on the suppression of the illegal exactions on the roads in accordance 
with article 4 of the Anglo-Persian commercial convention of 1903. 

Apart from the robberies to which goods are subjected when passing along the 
Shiraz-Bushire route, the accompanying statement of illegal dues* levied between 
Bushire and Kazerun will show your Excellency that they amount, over a distance of 
no more than 100 miles, to a sum of 15 krans per mule load, or over 11)1) krans per 
ton. 1 am to insist on the removal of this heavy and illegal burden from which British 
trade is the chief sufferer, without delay. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[39197] No. 59. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received October 25.) 

(No. 185. Confidential, i 

Sir, Tehran, October 4, 1909. 

1 HAVE received from Lieutenant Ranking the translation, copy of which I have 
the honour to enclose herewith, of a secret agreement signed by the chiefs of the 
Bakhtiari families at Malamir in April last and ratified by them in June at Dastena. 

• hint of rnlxlnri charge® (endnstvi in Major < Wh So. 7, Commercial, July IS. 1901*. w Sir B <Jrey). 




This document, the original of which Mr. Ranking has seen, is suitably patriotic 
in its professions for the huemtion of Persia, but leaves little doubt of the narrower, 
though no less fervent, aspirations of the khans for the greater glory of their tribes. 

It cannot be said that, so far, circumstances have allowed of a thorough application 
of the terms of the agreement; but, nevertheless, the agreement is interesting as a 
record of the calculations of the khans at a time when the success of their enterprise 
was in doubt. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 59. 

Agreement between Haji Alt Kuli Khan and the family of Ilussein Kali Khan and the 

family of Imam Ruli Khan. Signed at Malamir on the llf/i Rabbi-ul-Awwal, 1327 

(April 3, 1909). 

(Translation.) 

Preamble. —This agreement is made between the Samsam-es-Sultaneh Sardar-es- 
Zaffar, and Salar Heslunet on the one hand, and the Sardar Muhtesham and Salar 
Ashraf on the other, with a view to promoting the national movement, strengthening 
the constitutional cause, and promoting good feeling between the above-mentioned 
families in accordance with the undermentioned conditions. 

Clause 1. The Zerghnm-es-Sultaneh shall in no way whatsoever have any active 
say in the affairs of the two almve-inentioned families ; he shall have no part or say in 
this agreement, and shall have no part in the partnership or rapprochement which exists . 
between us (the undersigned) ; and, moreover, shall have nothing to say to either of 
the alxwe-mentioned two families. 

Claus " 2.—Whatever distinctions or Ixmefits mav he obtained by us from either 
the “ Daulat" or the “ Millat” shall bo divided equally l»etween the above-mentioned 
chiefs. 

Clause 3.—Whatever income is obtained from the BakhHaris or the Chalwr Mahal 
or Ispahan, both from the city itself and from outside the city, shall be equally divided 
between the two contracting parties (with the exception that Ferard shall not bo 
considered as coming within the purview of this clause), i.e ., one-half to the Sardar 
Muhtesham and Salar Ashraf, and ofte-holf to the brothers of the other family. 

Clause 4.—Whatever taxes and income the Sainsniu-es-Sultaneh may have obtained 
from Ispahan shall, after the deduction of necessary expenses and daily allowance of 
bo wai^, and after these expenses are agreed upon as being correct by the members of 
both families, be equally divided between the two families. 

Clause 5. All guns, stores, and everything else which have been extracted from 
the store and taken from sarbazes shall either bo divided equally between both families 
or returned to store. 

Clause (5.—Whatever the family of Hussein Kuli Khan may have obtained from 
the Ikbal-ed-Dowleh, the Sojhsam shall give a true and detailed account of the sumo, 
and shall give a half-share to Sardar Muhtesham and Salar Ashraf. 

Clause 7. -If any one, whoever it may be. groat or small, shall rebel against authority 
or turn “ Yaglii," the Sardar Assad and Salar Ashraf shall go into the matter and 
inflict punishment, further, all the other (chiefs) shall accept their decision, and have no 
right to in any way shield the offender. 

Clause 8.—If the constitutional Government is established, and the members of the 
Hussein Kuli Khan family obtain any Government nosts, further if the said new 
Government shall wish to remove the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf from 
the administration of the Bakhtinris and the Chahur Mahal, and should wish to give the 
said administration to the mernlxrs of one family, having dispossessed the other, those 
in officu shall not accept, except on the condition that the said administration is equally 
divided. 

Clause 9.—If the Sanmm-es-Sultaneh and the Sardar-uz Saflar, as in years past, 
try to oppress or behave in a manner hostile to the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar 
Ashraf, I, Haji Ali Kuli Khan and family, swear that we will not allow it, and us long 
as wo are alive will assist the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf. 

Clause 10.—The horses, rifles, &c., of any of the Amir Mufakhain or the Salar-i- 
Jang’s dependents who may return to the Bakhtiari country shall be the property of 
the Sardar Muhtesham. 
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All the above clauses, which we have caused to be written in the back of the 
Koran, and which are signed by the Ultima, we, the undersigned, will keep and as long 
as we are alive wo will work together for the advancement of the national cause till we 
obtain our object. 

11//* Rabbi-ul-Awwal , 1327 (April 3, 1909). 


(In Haji All Kuli Khan’s writing):— 

I call God to witness and swear by the Koran that as long as I have life I 
will assist the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf, and will not break any of the 
above clauses. 

ALI KULI. 

11M Rabbi-ul-Awwal, 1327 ( April'S , 1909). 


Subsidiary Agreement. 

I, Sardar Bahadur, acting on behalf of Ilaji Ali Kuli Khan and his brothers, do 
swear that the former agreement is still in force. 

As the Sardar Muhtesham, on account of his illness and other causes, was not 
able to come to Haji Ali Kuli Khan, and being afraid that the latter might think 
that he had changed his mind, thank God being well again, he has come here to carry 
out his promise. 

Ilaji Ali Kuli Khan and his brothers do swear that as long as they are alive 
they will assist the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf, and that if any of Haji 
Ali Kuli s family, or even Kusro Khan, should try to act in contravention of these 
agreements, Haji Ali Kuli Khan and his brothers do swear that thoy will not allow 
them to do so, and will not go back on their proiniso to assist the Sardar Muhtesham 
and the Sardar Ashraf, that they will place their lives and property at their service, 
and that whatever Ilaji Khan asks for himself he will ask for them also, and will abide 
by the conditions of the former agreement, and will without the slightest reserve 
assist the Sardar Muhtesham and Salar Ashraf, and will spend his life and property in 
the advancement of the national cause. 

If any of the menders of the family of Bikhani Marhum does not act iu 
accordance with these agreements Ilaji Khan is prepared to resist them for the 
protection of the Sardar .Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf and (the furtherance) of 
the constitutional cause. If anybody shall break these agreements let him lie ruined 
for ever. God willing, Haji Khan is ready to assist the Sardar Muhtesham and 
the Salar Ashraf and the constitutional cause, moreover even if any of these 
with the Tehran, Rushan or Kum armies are killed, this agreement shall yet hold 
good. 

(i l!> Jamndi-M-Sani , 1327. 


(In the Sardar Bahadur’s writing):— 

As long as I am alive 1 will serve the Sardar Muhtesham and Salar Ashraf, and 
swear on the Koran that l will treat the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf as I 
would my father, and will, to the best of my power, work for the advancement of the 
constitution. 

“ Death or Freedom I" 

JAFFAR KULL 


(In Agha Nurullah’s writing):— 

“ Bismillah wasala’ain ala min itabba allal Huda.” 

This agreement has be n written by the consent of all, and we trust that it 
may bo the means of increasing the honour and greatness of the Bakhtinri tribes 
for all time, air! he for their credit and good name. May God, the Prophet, and^ the 
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Imams bless them, and may this agreement be enduring for all time and conducive to 
the good of the world. 

ASKAR 

ABDUHURAJI NURULLAH IBN MUHD BAKIR. 


17th Jamadi-us-Sani, 1327. 


Haji Khan is responsible that the conditions of the Malamir Treaty are duly 
carried out. 

(Above repeated from “ Haji ” to “ out.”) 

(Sealed) JAFFAR KULI. 

KIIUSRO KHAN. 

ALI KULI KHAN. 
NEJAF KULI KHAN. 


(In the Samsam’s handwriting):— 

The former, together with this agreement, shall in no way be broken, and 
every oath taken with regard to the Sardar Muhtesham and Salar Ashraf is correct, and 
I agree. 

(Sealed) NEJAF KULI. 


[39198] No. 60. 

Sir G. liarclag to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. ISO.) 

Sir, Tehran , October 7, 1909. 

DURING the past four weeks the working of the Government has undergone 
some changes. In my telegram No. 72S of the 13th September 1 reported the 
dissolution of the “ Directoife.” It was given but at the time that Mohammed Ali’s 
departure from Tehran had so far cleared the situation, that there was no further need 
of the existence of a committee for superintending the proceedings of the Cabinet, 
and henceforward the latter was to act independently, and the body hitherto known as 
the “ Directoire,” enlarged by the addition of a number of new members, was to 
exercise merely advisory functions. There now seems little doubt that the change was 
duo to the difficulty which the “ Directoire ” had found in controlling the two leading 
Ministers, Sipahdar and Sardar Assad. It wished to dissociate itself from the pro¬ 
ceedings of these latter, especially in the matter of money, which Sipahdar in particular 
was suspected of misappropriating, in order probably to have a freer hand to call them 
to account when the Medjliss met. 

For a time after the “ Directoire ” ceased to exist, its most prominent members, such 
as Taki Zade and Ilussein Kuli Khan, held themselves entirely aloof from the Govern¬ 
ment, and the Cabinet was left to itself. This arrangement did not answer, as the 
Ministers, deprived of the support of the men who will doubtless form the most 
influential section of the Mcdjliss, found their responsibilities too groat, and thoy soon 
set to work to urge these men to abandon this attitude of aloofness. This they have 
succeeded in doing only to a certain extent, for though many of the members of the 
“Directoire” now attend the meetings of the Cabinet, I understand that the more 
important oues do so half-heartedly, and it is evident that the Cabinet no longer has 
such backing from them as enabled it some four weeks ago to undertake the serious 
responsibilities involved by some of the conditions they agreed to in the arrangement 
concluded with the two legations for Mohammad Ali's departure. As instances of this 
reluctance to involve themselves in responsibilities which might prove disagreeable 
when the Mcdjliss meets, may be mentioned their failure so far to give effect to their 
decision to reinstate M. Smirnow, and to renew Dr. Sadowski’s appointment, and their 
hesitation to conclude the transaction for the pawning of some of the State jewels, 
[1684] ' M 
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both of which measures they feel would provoke criticism from tho Medjliss. I 
believe, indeed, that the proposal to pledge the jewels has now been abandoned. As 
regards M. Sinirnow and Dr. Sadowski, M. Poklewski has been assured that the matter 
will be satisfactorily settled, but M. Smirnow, who had been expressly told by the 
Regent that his services were no longer required, has received no invitation to resume 
his duties, and Dr. Sadowski’s appointment has not been, like Dr. Lindley’s, renewed 
by the new Shall. 

But for all that the Cabinet does not now enjoy the full support of the leading 
nationalists. I see no reason to think that for tho moment any attempt will be made 
to upset it. I believe that though there is every intention ol‘ replacing it by a Ministry 
of a more advanced character when the Medjliss meets, until then the prominent 
nationalists wish it to continue in ollice. 

Quite recently its position has been strengthened, as far as appearances go, by tho 
appointment of a Prime Minister and a Minister for Foreign Affairs. These two posts 
were long kept vacant in the hope that Nasr-ul-Mulk would accept them. Nasr-ul-Mulk 
has now expressly refused to take ollice for the present, and Sipahdar has been appointed 
Prime Minister and Ala-es-Saltaneh Minister for Foreign Affairs. Sipahdar’s appoint¬ 
ment is looked upon in some quarters as a victory over the members of the “ Directoire,’’ 
due to the latter’s fear of the men who marched with Sipahdar to Tehran, but 1 doubt 
the correctness of this view. It is more than doubtful whether much sympathy exists 
between him and the Mujah-ed-Din. At. the time these were threatening Tehran he was 
generally regarded as a reluctant iigureliead, and his men are probably more in 
sympathy with the advanced nationalists than with their former leader. At any rate, 
since his elevation to his present ollice, there lias been no indication that he feels ho 
owes bis position to any military backing. Probably the leading nationalists do not 
mind how the posts in the Cabinet are distributed, so long as it can tide over tho time 
until tho Medjliss meets. 

Since the message of the Minister of Finance to the two legations through M. Bizot, 
reported in my telegram N T o. 730 of the 17th September, 1 have received no hint that 
the Government is about to apply to us for money. As you are aware, the Zil-es-Sultan 
has paid up 100,000 tomans, and this and other smaller contributions of a like kind, 
witli what they can got from more regular sources, of which perhaps the mint is the 
most productive, should enable the Government to carry on in the present hand-to- 
mouth fashion until tho Medjliss meets. Tho elected deputies present in Tehran 
number, I am told, some forty-five, or only fifteen or so short of a quorum. 

From the provinces during the past four weeks the news has been, apart from 
the chronic disorder on tho southern roads, relatively good. No further disturbances 
have been reported from the Sultannhad or Kerman districts, which were mentioned 
last month as the principal seats of disorder. Troops have been sent to tho former 
district, and Kawam-ul-Mulk has arrived at Kerman as the new governor. The 
Kerman district has long boon suffering from want of a governor, and Kawam-ul- 
Mulk’s arrival seems to have resulted in some improvement. The road to Vezd is 
reported clear of robbers as far north as Anar. Sardar Jonj, a Bakhtiari khan, the 
new governor of Yezd, is expected shortly at his post with 400 of his tribesmen. It 
is hoped that these will restore order on the Yezd-Ispahan route. In Azerbaijan 
1 hear from Mr. Acting Consul-General Smart nothing but good of Mukhber-es- 
Saltaneh, who seems to be acting with firmness and tact. 11 is task will be easier when 
the Russian Government act on the recommendation of their Minister in Tehran, and 
withdraw a substantial portion of tlioir troops,in the neighbourhood of Tabreoz. I 
also bear good reports of the new governor of Fars, Saham-ed-Dowleh. lie gives 
promise of governing with a tirm hand. 

Disquieting news comes from the Linguh district, where Soyyid Hussein Lari is 
said to have taken Basiuk, and to bo threatening the port of Linguh. 1 have pressed 
tho Government to take measures for the repression of the Seyyid and his following. 
I have no particulars as to the motives of this troublesome person, and the Government 
itself does not seem clear as to bis purpose, but there seems no doubt in tho minds of 
our consular officers in tho Gulf that permanent tranquillity in the south is impossible 
while he is at. liberty. Fortunately tho Government are taking measures against him. 
Troops have been sent by the governor of the Gulf ports to protect Linguh, and Sardar 
Assad tells me that the Government are confident of being able to bring him under 
control. 

Kxcept for the proceedings of Seyyid Hussein Lari, no disturbances of any moment 
have been reported to the legation. Indeed, 1 may say that during the last few weeks 
there has been a very remarkable falling off in the number of telegrams from Ilia 
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Majesty’s consulates in Persia, and I am inclined to think that, with the important 
exception of the southern roads, the general state of the country is less bad than at any 
time since my arrival in Persia. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[39200] No. 61. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greu.— (Received October 25.1 
(No. 188.) ' 

‘ r ’ T ntiTni i . , . Tehran, October 8, 1909. 

1 HA V it the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the last four weeks. 

I have, &c. 

_ G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 01. 

No. 10.— Monthly Summary of Persian Events. 


Tehran. 

n AT of September Sipahdar, the Minister for War, became President of the 

Gounoil of Ministers, and Ala-es-Siiltaneh was appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

- .1 oklewski-Koziell arrived at Tehran on tho 23rd September, and presented 

his credentials to Sultan Ahmed Shah and the llegent a few days later. His Excellency 
made the usual speech, assuring His Majesty of his intention to maintain aud strengthen 
the traditional good relations between Russia and Persia. 

3. Mohammed Ali Mirza, the ex-Shah, left Enzeli for Russia on the 29th 
September. 

4. Tentative proposals have been made to the Imperial Bank by the Persian 
Government with the object of mortgaging some of the Crown jewels, but nothing 
definite has ns yet resulted. In the meantime the Government have obtained funds by 
the old-fashioned method of extracting contributions from wealthy poisons. The 
Zd-es-Sultan was forced to pay 20,000/. before being allowed to leave Reslit. Nizam- 
es-oultaneh, Saad-nl-Mulk, and Muiu-es-Sultun have each paid 3.000/..and Ain-ed-Uowleh 
is paying about 2,000/. n-month. 

a. Prince Furman Farina resigned office as Minister of Justice early in October but 
his successor has not yet been nominated. 

unde^AL^eprem til,U ^ t0 ^ nmintaine<1 at Tehran b Y the police administration 

7. It. is said that only about 400 Bakhtiaris remain at Tehran out of tho original 

force of some 4,000 men. The remainder have gradually returned to their own country 
those at i eh ran appear to be well under control. J 

8. A certain amount of dissatisfaction is felt by the general public at the manner 

m which the Government is being conducted, and it is even suggested that Sipahdur 
aud Sardar Assad are bent on making money for themselves. The press has taken the 
matter up, and Ims lately severely criticised these two leaders, for which ono paper was 
recently suppressed. r 1 

9. The former “ IJireetoire,” composed of tho Tehran deputies for tho National 
Assembly, continues to meet and to discuss affairs of public interest, hilt their influence 
has been greatly diminished. Elections continue' to be held in the provinces, aud it is 
hoped that'the necessary quorum of eixty-ono members will have assembled at Tehran 
by tho loth October in order that Parliament should assemble. 

10. The Turkish Ambessudefc Hussein Hassib Bey (not Glialib Bey, as stated in 
the last summary), is showing considerable activity in advancing Pun- Islamic ideas 

11. Reports received from Bagdad show that the clergy of Kerbela and Neief 
continue to take a great interest in Persian affairs, and propose to select four of their 
number to represent them in Parliament at Tehran, though it seemed improbable that 

the scheme will be carried out, as there is no unanimity among the ulema. 

G. P. CHURCHILL, Oriental Secretary. 
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Tabreez. 

1. The general situation in Azerbaijan forms the subject of a separate despatch. 
The Russian Minister at Tehran informed Sir G. Barclay early in October that lie 
had advised his Government to make a considerable reduction in the number of Russian 
troops in Azerbaijan. 

2. In the middle of September Sattar Khan was dispatched to Ardebil to restore 
order. His arrival there has nad a good effect, and the country round Ardebil is reported 
quiet. 

Resht. 

1. The ex-Shah arrived at Resht, on his way to Russia, on the 27th September. 
He reached Enzeli next day, and left for Petrov.sk on the 30th. 

2. On the 30th September His Majesty’s vice-consul learnt that Hussein Khan, 
Kasmai, who, with twenty-five Lesghis, was in charge of Zil-es-Sultan, intended to 
molest the latter, and should he refuse to pay in cash the 60,000/. demanded by the 
Government to remove him to Rahmatabad. 

On the 16th September Zil-es-Sultan finally agreed to pay the amount demanded, 
and arranged with the Imperial Bunk of Persia to pay 20,000/. at once, and the 
remainder in four monthly instalments of 10,000/. each. He gave the bank receipts of 
the Bank of Bombay for the deposit of 3J per cent. Indian script, which, Mr. Rabino is 
confidentially informed, he has in deposit at the Bank of Bombay to the value of 150,000/. 
The Imperial Bank at Tehran, however, refused to pay the money until the transfer of 
the script had been regularly made and registered in the vice-consulate. 

On the 23rd Kerim Khan, a leading Resht nationalist, ordered the Zil-es-Sultan's 
guards to worry him until he paid. His son, Bahrain Mirza, was no longer allowed to 
sue Ids father, and his servants were also kept away from him. Mr. Hart, the manager 
of the local branch of the Imj>erial Bank of Persia, who had visited the Zil-es-Sultan 
frequently, was also refused admittance. Bahram Mirza then asked for leave to call at 
the bank to arrange for the payment of the 20,000/. One of the guards accompanied 
him, but on arrival at the bank he informed the guard that he could go, as he, Bahram 
Mirza, was now under foreign jurisdiction. 

On t.ho 24th September Mr. Rabino sunt word to the governor-general that 
Mr. Hart complained of not lieing allowed to set* the Zil-es-Sultan, and that this 
seemed only to be delaying the settlement. Mr. Rabino also asked that Bahrain 
Mirza’s effects might be returned to him. Sardar Motammid replied that he was acting 
under instructions from Tehran, but that Bahrain Mirza could fetch his effects and 
would not he molested. 

On the 26th Mi. Hart was allowed to see Zil-es-Sultan, and, at the former’s 
request, Mr. Rabino went with him for the legalisation of certain documents; 
20,000/. was handed over in cash to the governor-general, who gave Zil-es-Sultan a 
receipt countersigned by Hussein Khan, Kasmai. Zil-es-Sultan was in good spirits, 
hut complained that the night before one of his guards bad threatened to throw a 
bomb at him, that it was intended to remove him to R&hm&tubud, that his servants 
were kept away from him, that his guards sat down and partook of his food with him, 
spat about the place, and. at night sat outside his room drinking spirits. When he 
asked them to make less noise they replied, “ If you cannot sleep—well, don’t sleep.” 
lie also complained that Kerim Khan had spoken to him and of him in uhusive terms. 
Although left alone with Mr. Rabino this was all Zil-es-Sultan complained of, and 
Mr. Bahino’s enquiries support the view that this was all there was to complain of, and 
that various reports which were current, <?.(/., that he had been made to swallow 
4 gallons of water were without foundation. His Majesty's Minister received from 
Mr. Hart, t hrough the chief manager of the Imperial Bank at Tehran, mostahuming 
reports, which wont so fur as to say that if something were not done soon, not only 
Zil-es-Sultan’s life, but Mr. Hart’s also, would lie in danger. Mr. Kahino’s reports in 
no way confirm these* statements. Mr. Babiuo reports that Kerim Khan’s misbehaviour 
towards Zil-eH-Sultuu is universally condemned, and that Hussein Khan, Kasmai, 
withdrew from the command of his guard on the 22nd when lie saw the attitude which 
Kerim Khan was taking up. Ho appeara to have treated Zil-es-Sultan with civility 
throughout. In renk to representations, His Majesty’s Minister received assurances 
that strict orders hud been given to treat Zil-es-Sultan with honour and respect. 
Zil-es-Sultan left Resht on the. 26th September, and was accompanied to Enzeli by 
Mr. Hart. He stated tlmt lie would travel to London by Baku, and would go later on 
to tin* lliviera. lie expressed his intention of returning to Persia next spring. 


45 


3. M. Poklewski-lvoziell arrived on the 21st September, and left next day for 
Tehran. 

4. Saad-ed-Dowleh and the Imam Juma of Tehran, two of the persons ordered 
into exile by the new Government, have been detained at Resht on their way to 
Europe until they have appointed agents at Tehran to settle any claims the Government 
may have against them. 

5. During the past month two nationalist soldiers, convicted of murder, were 
hanged in front of the governor’s house. 


Zinjan. 

During the past month the situation here has caused some anxiety. Influenced 
by a prominent mullah, Kurban Ali, the people refused for sorao time to accept the 

f overnor appointed by the Government. It appeared at one time that troops might 
ave to be sent, but the latest news is to the effect that the people have made their 
submission, and that the governor, Moin-ed-Dowleh, who is now on his way to his post, 
will be peaceably received. 


Meshed. 

1. The information given below has reached His Majesty’s consul-general from 
various independent sources, and be believes it to be substantially correct. 

Darra Gas. —Mansur-ul-Mulk has been asked to pay 120/. for the support of the 
Russian Consulate. He declines to pay more than 80/., but the deal is still on. 

Russian Protection .—Muntasir-ul-Mulk, a rich land-owner, has been asked to pay 
1,000/. for the right of receiving Russian protection. He begged for British protection, 
but being told that this was out of the question, he is bargaining with the Russian 
consulate, and has offered G00/. Shaukat-ed-Dowleh also made an appeal to Major 
Sykes for protection. He is now dealing with Prince Dabija. 

Haji Hussein Agha has given Prince Dabija forage and fuel for a year in return for 
his hoisting the Russian flag over his house. This is in addition to the sums already 
paid for support in the Forimun filibustering expedition. 

2. According to the governor-general, the state of things in Khorassan appeared 
to be growing steadily worse. The Assembly and the priests both seemea to be 
tired of Rukn-ed-Dowleh, and the former telegraphed to Tehran asking for his 
dismissal. This request is believed to be the result of an intrigue by certain persons 
who wished to get Ain-ed-Dowleh appointed governor-general. The Minister of the 
Interior conversed bv telegraph with the Assembly. He demanded 20,000/. in four 
days. It was agreed that the money should bo paid in four mouths. Major Sykes 
thinks it unlikely that the money will be collected. One of the leading priests, 
Fiizil, was shot dead towards the end of August. His death was said to have been 
ordered by a secret society in Resht, In Darra Guz one Mirza Baba has been looting 
and torturing, and, according to Prince Dabija, 1,000 families have fled across the 
border into i’rauscaspia. A body of Lashaui robbers has been raiding villages near 
Tabbas. Generally speaking, Major Sykes finds little reason for encouragement in the 
present situation. 

3. Major Reunion, Captain Daukes, and Captain Gray arrived on the 3rd 
Septemlxir. The two former left for Astrabad on the 6th. Major O'Connor left on the 
16th for Birjund. 

4. The elections for the National Assembly were completed by the 12th September, 
and the members are on their way to Tehran. 


Turba t-i-Ha idari. 

1. On the 1st September four Russian Cossacks arrived from Kerman on their way 
to Russia. 

2. The report of the death of Assadullah bus proved to lie correct. Shuja-ul- 
Mulk took Zawa on the 17th August, and Assadullah was killed in the course of 
the lighting. Slmja-ul Mulk then returned to Turbat and assumed the government, 
but as Mustafa Mirza was appointed governor he left for Karez. Sipahdar telegraphed 
from Tehran congratulating him on his success, and instructing him to arrest Salar Ivlmn. 
He replied that the late expedition had cost him 8U0/., of which lie had not been repaid 
a penny, and that until he was paid he could not undertake another expedition. Ho iij, 
moreover, an old friend of Salar Khan, and is unwilling to move against him. 
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3. Tabbns had for some months been the head-quarters of a gang of robbers, who 
have plundered many caravans. A force was dispatched against them from Turbat 
early in September. 

Scistan. 

1 ho situation is normal. The local assembly moets three times a-week, but 
appears to transact but little business. 

Ispahan. 

1. The interest in the elections for the National Assembly appears to have died 

away rapidly, and a comparatively small number of voters eventually gave in their 
votes. The final choice from among those elected at the first election has yet to 
be mude. J 

2. Lieutenant Ranking, His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz, left for Ahwaz on the 4th 
October. He was accompanied by Mr. Worrall, consular assistant, and Mrs. VVorrall, 
who are on their way to Bushire. 

3. Chough the post had been robbed on one or two occasions, the general state of 
the roads appeara to have improved, and no robberies have been reported to His 
Majesty's consul-general. Several European travellers have reached Ispahan without 
incident. 

Kashan. 

A son of one Naib Hussain, a notorious bad character, recently seized and 
carried off to the hills part of the Government arms and ammunition. A party of 
Bakhtiaris has been sent in pursuit of him. 


Yezd. 

The town has remained quiet and the elections for the provincial assembly 
have tieen completed, though attempts were made to delay them by the circulation of 
baseless reports of a reactionary nature, as, for instance, that Muhammad Ali had 
been replaced on the throne by the Russians. A large number of robberies on various 
reads is reportod, and the [instol service is most irregular. Kawnm-ul-Mulk reached 
Yezd early in September, and after a halt of a few days left for Kerman. His presence 
had a good effect on tho local robbers, but his followers are said to have boon guilty of 
several acts of oppression. The march of Knwnm-ul-Mulk towards Kerman has for 
the moment opened that road. The Parsecs inhabiting the villages round Yezd 
continue to bo ill-treated. A number of them took refuge in His Majesty’s vice¬ 
consulate early in October, but all but six have now left. In one week alone 
seventy-one Parsees—men, women, and children—left, the neighbourhood of Yezd for 
India via Bushire. Fearful of being detained at that port, they requested His 
Majesty’s acting vice-consul to prevent their being molested en route. The taftis 
appear to be tho worst oppressors of the Parses community. • His Majesty's Minister 
has made strong representations to the Minister of the Interior both on', the subieot 
oi the general disorder around Yezd and on that of the tyranny practised towards the 
Parsees. In reply he was informed that Sanlar-i-Juhg (Bakhtiari), the new governor 
was now at Ispahan, and would proceed to Yezd very shortly with a force sufficient to 
inumtnm order. 


Kermanshah. 

1. At the end of August the Ahmednwund Chelaby tribe, who had been driven 
away from Suleimanieh by the Turkish authorities, as being a robber tribe, wrote to 
His Majesty's consul from Kasr-i-Shirin asking for British mediation with the Turks 
so that they might return to their country or for British protection. Mr. McDouall 
reported this to His Majesty’s Minister, and was told in reply that His Maiestv’s 
Munster could neither give them protection nor mediate for them. 

2. M. Pugin, agent for German indigo, passed through Kermanshah on his way to 

Bagdad in the middle of September. 1 lo stated that lie had obtained orders amounting 
to 1,400/. in Hamadan. 6 

3. On the 7th September the brother of Moin-i-Itma entered tho town with a 
force, and liemg joined by friends in the town, seized certain commanding itositions 
1 he opposite party assembled at the house of Zaliir-ul-Mulk. The bazaars were closed. 
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Moin-i-Raya himself was outsido the town with a force, and had the eupport of the 
majority of the tribes. The Minister of the Interior siunmoned Zahir-ul-Mulk and his 
sons and Moin-i-Raya to Tehran. They disregarded the summons, but became recon- 
ciled a few days later. The danger of disturbances is for the moment averted. The 
town itself is quiet, and a system of police is being organised. Outside the town there 
is still much insecurity, and the governor has not tho power to enforce his own orders. 
A large pilgrim caravan was looted outside the town, the victims including Afghan, 
Tuikish, and Russian subjects. It is reported that the goods have been recovered, but 
the report lacks confirmation. 


Kerman. 

The town 1ms remained quiet. Knwam-ul-Mulk arrived on the 28th September, 
accompanied by a force, and took up the. appointment of governor-general. The Fare 
robbers, who had been plundering near Kerman, appear to have retired before he 
arrived. The Narnmshir district 1ms been tho scene of several robberies. A caravan 
travelling from Kerman to Bam was robbed of merchandise to the value of 1 200/ on 
the 23rd September within 30 miles of Kerman. Kawam-ul-Mulk’s arrival appears to 
have bad a good effect on the general condition of the district. 


Shiraz. 

1. The town 1ms remained quiet, though in tiie immediate neighbourhood several 
robberies have taken place. Saham-ed-Dowleh, the new governor-goneral, was visited 
by Soulat-ed-Dowleh at Abndeli, whence he travelled by the main road, which, until his 
arrival, had been practically closed by robbers, escorted by Arab horsemen sent by 
Nasr-ed-Dowleh. He arrived at Shiraz early in September, and at once issued orders 
for the elections for the National Assembly to bo held as soon as possible He 1ms also 
turned his attention to the conditions of’tho roads, and has dispatched forces to opon 
them up. At the time of his arrival the Arabs appeared to be quite out of hand, and 
the roads were quite unsafe, excepting only the Sarhad route to Ispahan, which Soulat- 
ed-Uowleh was keeping open, "i ezdikhast, on tho main Ispahan road, was towards tho 
end of September .surrounded and besiegod by a large number of robbere, but it appears 
to have hold its own. Tile main Bushire road has also been disturbed, and caravans 
are using the Firuzabad route. 

2. llis Majesty’s consul reported on the 24th September that under pressure from 
the local Foreign Office agent, Nnsr-ed-Dowleh bad resigned the post of Russian 
consular agent, and that his resignation had been accepted. 


Persian Gulf. 

Bushire. 

1. The governor-general received instructions during September from tbs Minister of 
the Interior to move against Seyyid Abdul Hussein Lan, who continues to disturb the 
peace ol Lar and the Gull districts. Darya Beggi remained inactive, demanding money 
before he would move against the Seyyid, but the latter having taken Bustak, and 
Lingah being threatened by him, tho “Pereepolos" was dispatched with troops from 
BuHinre at tho beginning ol October to Lingali. It seems clear that tho Seyyid is a 
freebooter, as he pays no attention to either the Central Government or the chief 
priests at Kerbela. From both these quarters he lias been urged to cease from 
disturbing the peace of the country. His Majesty's Minister has communicated the 
Seyyid h actions, as reported by consular officers to the Persian Government, and 
has warned them that they will be hold responsible for any loss incurred by British 
subjects. J 

i . 2 ‘ J ht * m 0 ? 1 a88 ®mbly hns continued to meet, but, excepting that it incurred a 
rebuke from lehran for interfering in the case of a Dutch employe* of tho Customs 
Department, its proceedings have been of no special interest. 

3. A report having readied Bushire that Seyyid Murteza Aliremi would eoon be 
allowed to leave Nejef for Bushire, Seyyid Aesadullah, at the request of the 
governor-general and the local assembly, wrote to Nejef deprecating his being allowed 
to return. 
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Mohammerah. 

1. The sheikh has been somewhat annoyed by demands from the Central Govern¬ 
ment for payment of revenue, and also by a telegram from the Minister of the 
Interior regarding the sheikh's nephew, Hunzal, who is in custody on well-founded 
suspicion of treacherous designs, and whom Sardar Assad says the sheikh should either 
exile or reinstate. The sheikh objects to being lectured by his allies, the Bakhtiuris, 
on his private affairs; and, as to revenue, he points out that scarcely any other governor 
has paid revenue for last year, much lesB for this year. 

2. The German firm of Wonckhaus and Co. are making Mohammerah their oil 
depAt for Bussorah and the Bagdad trade, in order to avoid the very heavy storage 
charges levied by tho Turkish Customs. They are importing no less than 142,500 cases 
of Flume oil, to’be kept in bond in Mohammerah and sold in Bussorah as required, 
the buyer to take delivery at Mohammerah. His Majesty’s consul has been making 
confidential enquiries regarding the commercial relations existing between Huji Buis 
and Wonckhaus and Co. He has reason to believe that Huji Rais is secretly assisting 
Wtinekhaus. 

3. According to private information the Imperial Bank of Persia will open a branch 
in Mohammerah in December next. 

C. B. STOKES, Military Attache. 


[39201] No. 62. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. 189.) 

gj r> Tehran, October 8, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez, reporting on recent events at Urumia, and 
on the activity of the new vali of Van, and Niazi Bey, an employe of the Ottoman 
debt, who have lately been visiting Urumia and the neighbouring districts. 

1 vonturo to draw j'our attention to the avowed object of the vali’s visit to Urumia, 
and the probability indicated by Mr. Smart that the Persian Government when they 
arc again in a position to take up tho frontier question, will find themselves confronted 
with the fait accompli of a Turkish province extending over the frontier regions which 
were under Persian administration a few years ago. 

1 have read the passage indicated in the preceding paragraph to my Russian 
colleague. 

I have, &e. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 62. 

Actiny Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 28.) 

Si r> Tabreez , September 15, 1909. 

WITH roforeneo to my telegram No. 180 1 have the honour to report that on the 
31st August Badr Khan Beg, chief of the Begzadi Kurds, came to the Russian vice¬ 
consulate at Urumia, bringing with him several Cossack horses, which had been captured 
by the Kurds during the affray at Mar Sergis. lie offered full apologies for the 
incident, and promised to restrain his men from troubling Christian villages. Mr. Boris 
Miller accepted his excuses, agreed to consider the incident as closed, and sent him 
away with a present. 

Although it is fortunate that the incident has been thus closed without further 
complications, yet tho effects of Mr. Boris Miller’s unwise use of Russian troops are 
very regrettable. Tho fact remains that Russian soldiers were worsted by Kurds, who 
have received no punishment for their temerity. The Kurds, who since tin* withdrawal 
of the Turkish troops are masters of the Urumia district, are not likely to become less 
aggressive after this incident. However, the arrival of fifty Russian soldiers to 
reinforce the consular guard, which now numbers over 100 men, and the uncertainty 
as to the intentions of the Russians, will probably have a deterring influence on the 
Kurds. Mr. Brown, of tin 1 English mission, informs mo that the general impression 
among the natives at Urumia is that this reinforcement is inteuded for an expedition 
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against the Kurds, and he adds that the wild talk of the Russian officers does not tend 
to combat this impression. However, Mr. Preobajenski, who has just replaced 
Mr. Boris Miller at Urumia, while on his way through Urumia, assured me that offensive 
operations would not. be indulged in. My Russian colleague has also given me similar 
assurances. I he Russian pretention to protect all orthodox Christians at Urumia often 
involves them in difficulties, but it is to he hoped that they will make no rash attempts 
against tho Kurds, which might lead to serious complications with the Turks. The 
I urkish consul-general; hero expressed to me very freely his apprehensions regarding 
the dispatch of Russian reinforcements to Urumia, and generally regarding Russian 
intentions on the Turco-Persian frontier. 

1 he Turks, contrary to expectations, have not as yet availed themselves of the 
incident to make a forward movement. The new vali of Van, and a certain Niazi 
Boy, an employe of the Ottoman debt, have lately been visiting Urumia and the neigh¬ 
bouring districts. Niazi Bey’s object was to study tho question of the supply of salt 
for the l urkish frontier provinces, which has always been a difficulty. He proposes 
to establish, as an Ottoman debt enterprise, depots' on the frontier to collect large 
supplies of salt from tho Lake of Urumia. 

The vali, who was delightfully frank about his objects, announced that he was 
making a tour to arrange the administration of the regions between the vilayet of Van 
and “ the new frontier.” He said that ho had recommended to tho Porte that these 
regions should be endowed with a separate administration depending directly on 
Constantinople. Tie hoped that it would thus he easier to control the frontier officials, 
who often acted in a very arbitrary manner. I am unable to ascertain how far this 
new irontier reaches, but presumably it includes Baradost, Mergawar, andTergawar, 
and probably other places beyond the neutral zone. When the Persian Government 
aro again in a position to take up the frontier question, they will probably find 
themselves before the/mi accompli of a Turkish vilayet or kaimukamlik extending over 
the frontier regions which were under Persian administration a few years ago. 

1 lie main object of these encroachments, avowed openly by the Turks, is of course 
tt*' 11 fh® strategical points, but their encroachments, especially south 

of Urumia, where they were at one time almost on the Lake, extend far beyond those 
strategical points, and lend colour to the general Persian belief that they wish to 
acquire a port on the Lake for the salt supplies which aro so necessary for their 
frontier provinces. 

Meanwhile, the Urumia district is in a dangerous state of anarchy without a governor 
or troops. Muhtashem-cs-Sultanch, unable to procure any money, shows no sign of 
leaving labreoz lor his post, and it is impossible to say how long this situation may 
be prolonged. * J 

I have, &c. 

W. A. SMART. 


1.39158] No. 03. 

, VT v ^’ ,r A ' Mcoktm to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. 65 1 .) ‘ 7 

S,r> T t \e -a i f St ’ Petersl,ur 9 ,, > October 15, 1909. 

olUkb to M. oazonow this afternoon as to the continued presence of Russian 
troops at kazvin. I told him that it was highly desirable that they should he 
withdrawn, for the following reasons. In the first place, all was perfectly tranquil at 
oil ran, on the Resht-lvazvin road, and, indeed, in all the neighbourhood. In the 
second place there were indications that a serious feeling existed in Persia against 
the continued stay of Russian troops, and that this feeling would probably shortly 
find outspoken expression, especially when tin? Assembly met within a fortnight or so. 
It would then doubtless bo more difficult for Russia to withdraw her troops in face of 
a popular agitation than it would be at the present moment. We were exceedingly 
desirous that no anti-Russian agitation should arise and extend in Persia, and I 
bagged him to cause steps to he taken to withdraw, or, at any rate, largely reduce the 
force at kazvin. M. Sazonow said that tho Russian Government had no desire to 
retain their troops without cause. Their stay in Persia cost money, and Russia 
reaped no advantage whatever from their presence. But there was no security that 
the present tranquillity would endure, ami, indeed, it might bo argued that peaco 
reigned in consequence of the presence of tin- troops. It would place Russia in an 
a isurd position if she were to withdraw the troops, and thon if she were obliged to 
|_ 10S4J Q 










50 


51 


send them back again because troubles arose. The Russian Government must be 
consistent, and not have the appearance of not knowing their own minds from one day 
to another. The Russian press would severely attack the Government if they were to 
adopt a shilly-shallying policy. I observed that if I were ho I should not pay too 
much attention to what the press wrote ; and to my mind it was of far more importance 
to secure the sympathy of the Persians. The tranquillity had not been seriously 
disturbed oven before the arrival of the Russian troops, and so it could hardly be 
argued that their presence had been the cause of the present peaceful situation. If 
after their withdrawal serious troubles did arise, and Russia was compelled to send 
back her troops, no one would then be able to blame her. She would have done her 
best, and would have shown to all die world that she wished to fulfil her engagements, 
and if the force of circumstances compelled her to send back her troops, it would be 
clear that no other course was open. M. Sazonow remarked that before the dispatch 
of the troops to Kazvin the road from Resht had been so insecure that merchants 
feared to dispatch goods by it, and there had consequently been so great a loss in the 
receipts that, the July coupon could not be paid, lie asked if we had any doubts as 
to the sincerity and loyalty of the intentions of Russia. I replied that I was sure that 
my Government had no shadow of mistrust, but I was thinking of the effect produced 
in Persia, and I was much afraid of the consequences of an anti-Russian agitation. 
Moreover, the reactionaries aud other anti-nationalist elements in Tehran might be 
encouraged by the hope that the Russian forces might assist them in their designs 
and aims. 

M. Sazonow said that it would be impossible for him to induce the Cabinet at the 
present moment to withdraw or reduce the troops at Kazvin. He read to me some 
telegrams which ho had received from Ardebil, which showed how dangerous a 
situation had suddenly arisen there. I said that I knew that affairs were in a very 
disturbed condition at Ardebil, but I did not see how this would affect the stay of the 
troopB at Kazvin. The fact that a Russian force was at Kazvin would not and could 
not ameliorate the situation at Ardebil. M. Sazonow said that I had not understood 
his reference to Ardebil, but he would tell me confidentially that some little time back 
the question had been discussed in the Council of Ministers as to whether an 
expedition should not be sent to punish the Shahsevans for not having fulfilled 
certain obligations they had undertaken on account of the murder of a Russian officer 
and for other misdeeds, lie had combated the dispatch of an expedition, and had 
eventually induced the Cabinet to abandon the idea, on his assurances that all was 
peaceful in the locality, and that SO,000/. worth of Russian merchandise had recently 
passed through there in perfect safety. Ho had argued that an expedition might 
disturb the happily existing peaceful situation, ami the Ministers had eventually 
agreed, on the faith of his assurances, to abstain from any military measures. Now 
his anticipation had proved entirely at fault, and the situation at Ardebil was about as 
bad as it could be. How could he at this moment go to the Council of Ministers and 
ask that they should consent to a withdrawal or reduction of tiro troops at Kazvin ? 
If lie said that all was tranquil there, and that there was no necessity to retain the 
troops, they would reply that there was no security that the quiet would continue, and 
that his forecasts as regards Kazvin would probably be as much at fault as were his 
assurances as to Ardebil. If the Persian Government, weie a really strong Government 
and bad forces at their disposal, there would of course be no reason for Russian troops 
to remain in any part of Persia. Hut, as the Persian Government were clearly 
incapable of maintaining order, and as there was no immediate hope of a really settled 
order of things being established, he did not consider that it would be safe for Russia 
to withdraw all her troops. I said that I behoved that the Persian Government had 
already dispatched troops to put matters straight at Ardebil. M. Sazonow said that if 
this were the case, and if the Persians by themselves were able to restore order at 
Ardebil. it would materially simplify the situation, but he must wait to see what really 
happened. He could assure mo that as soon as the Russian Government could safely 
withdraw their troops they would do so, but more he could not say at the present 
moment. 

I have, &c. 

A. NIC OLSON 


[39163] No. 64. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey .—(Received October 25.1 
(No. 562.) ' 

Sir, St. Pelersburgh, October 19, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith summary of a letter from the “ Novoo 
\remya ” correspondent at Tehran, which appeared in that journal to-day, respecting 
the arrival of M. Poklewski in that capital and the problems awaiting him. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosuro in No. 64. 

Summary of Letter, dated September 15 (28), in the “ Novoe Vremya ” of October 6 (19) 
from their Correspondent in Tehran. 

OUR new Minister arrives at a time when the old regime has only just been 
overthrown, when a new Government lias to be created out of absolute chaos. In these 
circumstances a definite, consistent policy is indispensable. The representatives at 
Tehran of the Ministries of War and Finance must not be the Minister’s rivals (as 
M. Iiartwig had reason to complain was the case), but liis collaborators; they must 
confine themselves strictly to the affairs of their own departments, and not interfere in 
the province of our general Imperial interests in Persia. These general interests may 
be classified as follows :— 


1. The Russian Discount Loan Bank. 

The losses of this bank amount at present to about 20,000,000 roubles, and are 
directly consequent upon the general crisis through which the country has been 
passing. If extraordinary measures are not taken to liquidate these millions, the 
whole of the bank must sooner or later follow its vanished fuudB in their aerial flight. 

2. Russian Commerce. 

Russia imports more than half of all Persian products, and exports to Persia quite 
half of the goods which she must buy. The Russian Legation at Tehran, however, 
hampers rathor than supports Russian trade. No less than 800 lawsuits of the 
Russian bank aud its clients lie shelved in pigeon-holes at the legation. The losses 
sustained under this head can only be recouped by diut of the most energetic support 
of the legation. 

3. Russian Loans. 

Between 1900 and 1902 Russia lent Persia 32,000,000 roubles, and unless Russia 
takes some general measures to improve Russo-Persian trade the customs in North 
Persia will continue to fail to pay the monthly coupons on the Russian loans. 

4. A Russian Consulate-General at Tehran. 

This should have been instituted fifty years ago, and its immediate creation by the 
Government is a matter of urgont necessity. 

5. The Persian Cossack Brigade. 

The Russian Government should thoroughly reorganise the section, which is 
officered by Russians. 

6. Enzcli-Tchran Road. 

In connection with tliis—the sole link betweeu Tehran, Russia, and Europe— 
there are a whole series of outstanding accounts and suits against the Persian Govern¬ 
ment, which have hithorto not been pressed by the Russian Legation, nor has any 
satisfaction been received. J 
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7. Emeli Port. 

Its present state is a scandal, and demands the serious attention of the 
Government. 

8. Railways. 

In March 1010 the convention between Russia and Persia on this subject expires. 
This convention lias retarded the development of Persia. As the course for the Julfa- 
Tabreez Railway has already been prepared, Russia will not have to spend any great 
sum to lay the line along it next spring, and so link up Azerbaijan (the most fertile 
and richest province in Persia) with the Caucasus and Russia. 

9. Russian Telegraphs. 

England has two linos, whereas Russia has none, but only the right to send 
messages along the Persian wires. How well these are worked may be seen from the 
fact, that a telegram sent by the Russian Minister from Kazvin to Tehran with reference 
to his arrival at the capital was received by the legation after M. Poklewski’s arrival. 

10. Russian School. 

Russia is alone in not haring such an establishment in Tehran, so this sphere of 
influence is at present closed to her. 


[39176] 


No. 65. 


Sir G. Huchanan to Sir Edwara Grey.—(Received October 25.1 

(No. ISO.) 

S< r . The Iiayue, October 18, 1909. 

WITH reference to Lord Acton’s despatch No. 7, Commercial, of the 20lh January 
last, I have the honour to report that, referring to the observations made by the 
Netherlands Minister for Foreign Affairs in the recently published “Orange Hook" on 
the subject of Dutch diplomatic representation in Persia, and the concession reported 
to have been granted by the Persian Government for irrigation works on the Karun 
River at Aliwaz (sec precis oncloscd in my despatch No. L70 of the Sth instant), 
M. Grandt van Roggen, the Dutch engineer who is responsible for the plan of 
irrigation in question, in an article in the “ Niouwe Courant,” urges the importance in 
tlm interests of his scheme of the post of Tehran being once more tilled by a diplomatic 
representative, who will bo able to obtain from the new Government in Persia compen¬ 
sation for the failure of its predecessor to fulfil its obligations towards the Netherlands 
Minister at Tehran. According to the writer of the article, a concession was given 
verbally to M. Starter, former Netherlands Minister at Tehran, for the construction of 
works for the irrigation of 500,(Mil) hectares (1,235,050 acres) of arable land for a period 
of ninety-nine years, under special conditions. The Persian Government afterwards 
retracted, and in the place of the verbal concession they gave a distorted written 
declaration which was of no value. In the opinion of the writer, the moment is 
opportune for obtaining tlm concession, now that the Young Persians are glad of an 
Opportunity to show that they have broken with the old regime and are anxious to 
proceed on a path of progress. M. Graadt van Roggen points out the necessity for 
prompt action in view of the competition to be expected from foreign countries, whose 
attention lias been attracted by the attempt of the Dutch to obtain the above 
concession. 


lie refers to the activity of other countries in the Arabistan district (in which 
Aliwaz is situated), and stales that a Franco-l’ersian Company has been formed with 
tlm object of bringing into cultivation the plain of Arabistan, or at least a part of it ; 
and also that the Persian Oil Company has offered to advance a sum of monev to the 
Governor of Arabistan for the irrigation of tlm district along the banks of the Shaoor a 
tributary of the Karim River. 

Some definite concession must, the writer of the article points out, bn obtained by 
the Dutch troui the Persian Government, otherwise no Government financiers wifi 
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interest themselves in the Karun irrigation schomc, nor could a syndicate bo formed as 
suggested by tho Netherlands Minister for Foreign Affairs in the “ Orange Book ” above 
referred to. 

I have, Ac. 

GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


[39383] No. 66. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. 4G0.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, October 25, 1909. 

NAVIGATION on Lake Uramia. 

Sir G. Barclay's telegrams Nos. 745 of the 1st October and 758 of tho 24th 
October. 

Russian Government realise tho danger of Germans being successful in their 
negotiations with Imam Kuli, and the Russian Minister at Tehran has been instructed 
to watch the matter carefully. The Assistant Minister for Foreign Affaire told me 
that hts Government thought that their transport concession might be interpreted to 
mean that further concessions for navigation on the lake were barred. I said that I 
understood that the concession was given to Imam Knlf before tho Russians had 
receive ! theirs, and that he was now looking for foreign partnership, but that he did 
not intend to get rid of Ins concession altogether. I did not see how the Russians could 
hinder Imam Kuli from seeking partners abroad, unless they came to some agreement 
with him quickly. The Assistant Minister for Foreign Affaire said his Government 
would endeavour to do this. 

T , Excellency hinted that tho concession could be rendered valueless if the 

Russian Government were to stop the necessary material being brought into Persia I 
fwooeed?ng a ”° ther roUtc m ' ght 1)0 r °"“ d > and that tlli - H would bo a rather arbitrary 


[39384] No. 67. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25 ) 

(No. 401.) 

(Tdegraphic.) P. .St. Petersburgh, October 25, 1909. 

1 Ll.A.SL refer to telegrams lrom Tehran Nos. 75G and 757 of tho 23rd and 24th 
instant respectively, concerning the disorders at Ardebil 

SP °n M - .tlio subject to-day, and lie told me that as Russian 

troops could not get to Ardebil in less than a fortnight, it was impracticable for the 
Impm id Government to send any for the protection of their nationals ; and conse- 
queutly he has given a warning at Tehran to tho effect that in case tho Karadughis or 
Shnhsevans inflict any m,„ry or damage on Russians, the responsibility will fall on the 
1 eretnn Government. His Excellency also observed that Sattar Khan was thinking of 
apply 1 "g to the Russian Government for their protection. On my inquiring whether 
Ra um Khan coul, 1 not ho persuaded by the Russian authorities to stop ravaging the 
district, M. Sazonow answered that thus chiefs Russian doctor had urged him strongly 
to keon quiet, but no advice was of any avail. News had reached his Excellency of 

;* *.. . «• 


L39434] No. 68. 

Inti in Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 20.) 

rv i , i i . , India Office, October 25, 1009. 

sorvJpil nf P n y° ur dated tho 11th September, 1009, ns to the loan of the 
seivices of an officer of the Government of India for a topographical survey of part of 
[1684] AuglcPersian Oil Company, I am directed by Viscount 







Moriey to enclose copy of telegraphic correspondence with the Government of India 
on the subject. 

Lord Moriey would suggest that enquiry should ho made of the company as to the 
reply to bo made to the questions asked in the telegram from the Government of 
India. 

I am, &c. 

R. RITCHIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 68. 

Viscount Moriey to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, September 22, 1909. 

PROPOSED topographical survey in Western Persia. 

Please see papers forwarded with letter, dated the 17th instant, from Secretary, 
Political Department, India Office. Please state whether services of officer for survey 
can be spared and arrangements stated in company’s letter of the 6th instant bo made. 
Necessary action should bo taken as soon as possible if you agree. Cost defrayed by 
company. 


Inclosure 2 in No. G8. 

Government of India to Viscount Moriey, 

(Telegraphic.) P. ' October 21, 1909. 

Obi'IOER for topographical survey in Western Persia. See your telegram dated 
he 22nd September. 

Please let us know for what period services of officer are required ; also the extent 
of the work and the Rcale on which maps will be needed. Oil company’s representa¬ 
tions at Alohammerah have not hitherto been able to afford us information. 


[39471] No. 69. 

Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.—(Received October 26.) 

3, Salter's Hall Court , Cannon Street, London, 
Sir > ^ October 25, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to reply to your letter of the 14th instant on tho subject of 
repairs to the Godar Bridge. 

When wo found that our information regarding the defects in the bridge was 
insufficient to enable us to decide as to real cause of trouble, and consequently to 
recommend a remedy, wo followed what wo think to bo tho only reasonable course, 
and advised the chiefs to send an expert to examine and report what should bo done. 

Iho chiefs have apparently accepted this advice, for we have just received 
information by telegraph from our agent, at Tehran that they have agreed to employ 
our road engineer, Mr. Sotham, to visit tho bridge. Mr. Sotham is to start on this 
expedition on tho 26th instant. Our instructions to our agents abroad on this subject 
have been :— 

1. 1 hat our agent, is to supply an estimate of tho cost of the examination for 
approval by the chiefs, or he may arrange a fixed price with them for the examination. 

L. That Mr. Sotham will examine the bridge, furnish a report on its condition, 
and an estimate of the probable cost of the repairs he may considor necessary. 

•1. I hat it is to be understood in advance that we will not under any circumstances 
contract to execute repairs for a fixed sum. If tho chiefs, after receiving Mr. Sotham’s 
report ami recommendation, wish us to take action, they must authorise us to expend 
a certain sum, and it that sum is at all likely, in our opinion, to suffice for the purpose, 
we will spend it, to tin* best advantage for their account and risk. 

Me think we need not, under these circumstances, take up at length your 
reference to your letter of the 4th May last, as tho chiefs have not, to our knowledge, 
yot attacked the reputation of either the eminent engineer who designed the bridge or 
the well-known engineering firm who constructed it. It hardly appears to us necessary, 
therefore, to justify our selection of them. The engineer was the late L E. Wells, C.E., 


55 


of Manchester, aud tho constructors were Messrs, de Bergue, of Strangeways Iron¬ 
works, Manchester. 

Nor have tho chiefs ever to our knowledge claimed that wo have given them any 
sort of guarantee, either expressed or implied, in regard to the structure of the bridge. 
.The original contract would effectually dispose of any such claim, which in any case 
would be too widely opposed to ordinary usage to be admissible unless supported by 
written evidence that an arrangement of that nature had been made. 

I have, &c. 

THOS. H. ROBERTS 

(for Secretary). 


[39490] No. 70. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26 ) 

(No. 759.) J 

fMegiaphic) P. Tehran, October 26,1909. 

SITUATION at Shiraz. 

His Majesty’s acting-consul at Shiraz telegraphs as follows :— 

So far the governor-general has given proof of courage and integrity and merits 
all possible support, but the small number of troops at his disposal liompors bis 
position very greatly. 

The force of Cossacks sent from Ispahan is held up, I am informed, close to the 
bars border bv a superior number of Kuhgelu tribesmen ; the prestige of the governor- 
general, which it is all important to mantain, may be seriously damaged by this slight 
rebuff. 1 lie Persian Government should, I therefore suggest, be pressed to dispatch 
an important force here without delay. To assure the juncture of the two detachments 
a small loan might, if necessary, be arranged for the expenses of the troops, and its 
payment, made dependent on their arrival. 

If Saham, the present governor-general, is unable to master the situation, no other 
Persian will have any chance of success. 

Order is being ensured on the Russian trade route by the presence of an armed 
force, it seems reasonable therefore that we should ensure order in our case either by 
granting a loan to the Persian Government, or by tho maintenance of armed guards. 

Saham can be trusted to employ adequately any troops that may bo put under his 
orders. 1 

The Minister of the Interior, to whom I read the first two paragraphs, and 
emphasised the need for reinforcements, informed me that a regiment of infantry which 
was due at Ispahan would at once be dispatched to the aid of Saham. He made no 
allusion to tho question of a loan. 


[38155] No. 71. 

. Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 146.) J 

8lr ’ T ttavit -i , ... Foreign Office, October 27, 1909. 

1 ' r “ mve< > y?«r despatch No. 169, Confidential, of the 9th ultimo, 
respecting the lurco-Perman frontier at Mohammerah, and transmitting copy of a 
despatch from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire. 

1 lie circumstances in which the mediating commissioners in 1850 defined tho 
frontier from the Persian Gulf to Hawizeh are fully explained on p. 8 of the Foreign 
Olhce memorandum of the 8th December, 1906, of which a copy is In the possession of 
Ills Majesty s Legation. While His Majesty's Government have no desire whatever 
to disturb the frontier status quo as locally observed, and which, they are well awaro 
nevor precisely coincided with the lino as drawn in 1850 by tho commissioners of 
Gnat Britain and Russia, nnd indeed as subsequently accepted by the Persian Govem- 
W ° U < to a PPr° V0 Mr- Wilson’s contention that the line as defined 

m 1850 was cancelled by any subsequent declaration of the two mediating Powers. 
Ilia line was, after an exhaustive examination of the conflicting claims of Persia and 
lurkoy, defined by the mediating commissioners as an equitable compromise, and such 
evKfonco as exists goes to show that it was upheld by the later commission which mot 
m 18(6. His Majesty s Government could not therefore formally support the sheikh 
f Mohammerah in claiming that lus frontier extends beyond that lino except after 












“'-'rr th ? R 'f sian Government, and as the result of an agreement with the 
Tnrh^h Government, who are in possession of a copy of the map of 1850. 

the 12th T ,n' XT' n W ‘^ 0n that thc ™?P onclose <l in his despatch No. 214 of 
Hie I2tii Juno ia that of the mediating commissioners of 1850. 

I am, Ac. 

E. OBEY. 


139626] No. 72. 

gio 190 ) ^ G ' BarC,ay l ° Sir Edmrd ® re y-—(Received October 28.) 

tnrrim . , , Tehran^ October 9, 1909. 

,r„ n 'V ref “ CnC0 10 ?? despatch No. 179 of the 24th ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a note from the administrator-general of the customs giving 
for the first six months of this year as VSl a? 

M. Mornard’s note affords most instructive reading 

It will be seen that while the customs receipts from the general trade of Persia 
have ...creased by some 96 300 tomans (19,20(B)), the duties on that portion of it whfch 

SooSbn?vir°th™bt'f 0 . n i 0f Russl “ S ^T ,lna "8"'°ntation of more than 200,000 tomans 
(au,UUUi.ji over those of tlio same period of the preceding year. 

• r r °. r i tS an , (1 / r ? ntier to 'Y 11 (Kcrmanshah), through which tlie bulk of British 

(S.fS%^d Ifh W0& ’ ycve, ' , :8U#Med a loss o£ ovor Uu ’ 000 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's Ambassador at St Peters 
burgh, as the data may lie of some use to his Excellency, should M Isvolskv -.train 

fg'fcttton.^“ ti0n ' tbe he! * Vy l0SSeS ' * B—Z ‘™de 

• I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY 


Iiiclosuro in No. 72. 
Customs Statistics. 


Gross Receipts for first Six Months of 1909 compared to same period of 1908 
(i.e., March 21 to September 21). 


March 21 to 
September 21, 
1908. 


Country. 


Increase 

1909. 


Decreus© 

1909. 


TonmoB. 

168,000 

56,200 

71,000 

28-1,000 


Tomans. 


Tomans. 

104,-100 

15,000 


Bushin* and Lin^ali .. 
Buntlor Abbas and Mukmn 
Mohainnuiruh nmi Ahwaz 
Kfinuinshah, Kusr, mid Ki 
dislan 

Tnhnt'z, t’rumi 
Astaru, Titlish. 

Knzoli, Itudi&e 
Mcsht'distHT 
Bunder Uo* ami Tuicomania 
Meshed, Kuchnn, and Seiatan 
Banvls Post (Tehran).. 


. Koi, and Julfa 
ml Moglum 
and Tenokttbun 


281.000 

81,000 

820.000 

108,000 

61,700 

180,600 

7,000 


Tuna iiwrawe ill 1909, 90,300 tomata. 
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[39647] No. 73. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 28.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount -Morley, forwards 
herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of State, copies of enclosures in a letter 
from tho Foreign Secretary to tho Government of India, dated tho 23rd September, 
relative to tho proposed early repayino.it by the Sheikh of Koweit of the first instal¬ 
ment of the loan granted him last June. 

India Office, October 27, 1909. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 73. 

Major Trevor to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. September 9, 1909. 

1 LEASE refer to the correspondence ending with Resident’s letter dated the 
20th June. Now sheikh says that he would rather repay the first instalment of the 
loan in the following manner: (1.) 40,000 rupees in cash on the 22nd September at 
Koweit; (2.) 00,000 rupees to he debited against rent which is due in October on 
account of Bunder Shwcikh lease. 

1 think that I could, with tho assistance of tho Senior Naval Officer, arrange for 
the first if Government agree. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 73. 

Government of India to Major Trevor. 

(Telegraphic.) P. September 15, 190S). 

KO\\ hi I loan: your telegram, dated the 9th September. To payment of the 
first instalment of the loan in manner proposed by the sheikh there is no objection. 

Necessary steps will be taken to adjust the G0,0U0 rupees against the rent due tliis 
year to the sheikh. 


[39703] No. 74. 

Sir G. Ilarclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 

(No. 700.) 

(1 olographic.) P. . Tehran. October 28, 1909. 

t'.A 1 Util of tobacco from Persia. 

I have received the following telegram from His Majesty’s acting consul-general 
at Buslnre:— 

" I* appears from statement made by agent of Russian steamer that in throe or 
four months the contract lie holds for agency of Socidtd Tombac will expire, and it is 
reported that \\ onckhans are making efforts to obtain it ill the interests of German 
shipping traffic. 

“ This carrying eontraet lias been for eight years in tin- hands of the Russians 

and I hope in the event of the Sncidtd Tombac not extending tho contract of Russian 

agent that an English company may he given preference over any tenders on the part 
of German firms. 1 understand from Stricks’ local agents that they are communicating 
with Constantinople in this matter, and as I believe that the management of the sueietd 
has English Connections in British sphere, you will perhaps see your wav to asking 
Ills Majesty s Embassy in Constantinople to support the case of the Britisii company 
if there IS any danger of Germans obtaining eontraet. Neither Smyrna nor Helmut 
have hitherto been ports of call lor English or for German line." 

St Potw'bu^gh 8 * 11 ’ 1<I " b ° m * c 7 wmun >catcd substance of allow, is informing 

Russian Government might see no objection to instructing their Embassy at 
Constantinople lo press for renewal of contract at present held by Russian agent 
(U.84J * 
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saitsaa* 

i£32iSa^^V*s**& 

j^aS^gama-i 


[39766] No 75 

(No 473 ) ^ tr ^ward Grey to Sir 0. Barclay. 

Tel RUSSIAN traps in Persia PWff " °^ ce - Oc,o4fr 28, 1009. 

foral7"t Ta y br e ri an ^ 8tati ° ned Ut Kaz ™'' aad "'bat is the strength of the 

Please report by telegraph. 


[39795] No . 76 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 29.) 

Sir, . 

retention of Licntenaut A T l f " S' P 0 / er, " nent ol India recommending the 

date of hl^ i'e^'t^ °'' fcar n ".’" tl,s *4 ' h ° 

BimdOT' 1 ^^^-£m^ahrum-sliimz^ro^e^ 1 ^ a ^™”'""^ dt ' la, ^ a ^" 

I am, Ac, 

_R. RITCHIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 70. 

(Secret) Government of India to Viscount XIorleg. 

• Vid, mirations .117, «SG. 937, and 1180. 

OflJ M—'-lum, dated Angus, 13, , 90 7. from the niroctor of Military Operation.'* ,he Foreign 
1 Ft* Foreign ODleo Memorandum, dated October 9. banded to M. l.vol.ky „„ October H, 1908. 
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?b! U e!' aCti T . in tl ! e wa Z °f rail "'?y construction may not be possible for some time, 
™«nT™ ed lnq e! ry . be u8e . ful connection with that project and also for the 
general purpose of improving our knowledge of this part of the country. 

Major Cox’s letter was written, Lieutenant Wilson has been temporarily 
appointed to act as His Majesty's consul at Mohummerah, in which post ho may remain 
Zf° r n fl bS ’ Pen , d “« consideration of the permanent arrangements to be made for 
charge of the consulate. We trust that your Lordship will, in the circumstances 
m r 6 ' a PPf° v ® of Lieutennijt Wilson's retention in Persia for a period of four 
months from the date of his relief at Mohammerah, and that you wifi sanction the 
§ra t to him, for this period, of his present * emoluments, and also a sum of 2,000 rupees 
mderbnlfi, ex l’? n ?c s > a8 recommended by Major Cox, a moiety of the charges involved 
under both heads being met by His Majesty’s Government. 

We have, Ac. 

MINTO. 

O’MOORE CREAGH. 

J. O. MILLER. 

W. L. HARVEY. 

G. F. WILSON. 

S. P. SINHA. 

H. H. RISLEY. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 76. 


(Confidential.) Major Cox to Government of India. 

retention^ E the e s!r° a0Ur *r "“l 4, f< * th » 6 l™' ° f oonsidoration . "’propel fo^the 

termination Of c° f L,0 . utenant A ; T - Wilson for a few montL after the 

fcV£ l “«r;riir:“;Tr“a’'“’ *• 011 «■** — 

T t A r -' Ce , nt ? out . cr statln e that Russia intends to push on the railway from Julia 

S^st'St —*• =»* 

bilitio! 18 °i gre& , t in> P orta " ce that we should have fuller information as to the nosBi- 
bihties am! most convenient means of connection between Bushire and some .mint on 
the Jahrum-Ahabad-Firuzabad section of the route. P 

We now have an officer on the spot with two surveyors who has a I rente , 1 ,,,,,. „ 

r n» P b.ZiS t ^ 

transcript of Ins remarks on the subject which I attach ‘ rom the 

i;;s^ 


forwarded to^Tohrau, ^ ° f G ° Ve “ » f reply a copy has not been 


P. z. cox. 


755 ra 12 a. a-raontb. 











GO 


Inclosure 3 in No. 76. 

Observations by Lieutenant Wilson, dated May 25, 1909. 

I WOULD suggest that I be given a four months’ extension of my present post 
and emoluments with permission to employ the civilian surveyor now with me, and also 
another (military) surveyor. 

Excluding pay, the cost to Government entailed by the proposed investigation 
would he about 2,000 rupees; in this sum would be included all contingent expenses 
such as transport, guards, presents, &c. 1 

As the whole area of country is wholly unknown at present, in order to find a 
suitable alignment through it, I should traverse it in various directions to begin with 
£r r m3 Ulignme,,t ’ He ' 10C thB °° m P arati ™ly 'ong period 

I do not think that such a good opportunity for getting this work done cheaply 
will recur again tor some tune. v J 

1 am on the spot with a good civilian surveyor and am, moreover, fairly well 
acquainted with the limitations of surveying in Persia. I am also keen on the work 
having long wished to travel over this part of south-west Persia. If Government will 
not grant the necessary financial assistance, I am still willing to carrv out the survey 
investraali(!ri" m PUt °" < Ut> ' at ‘" y P re8ent rate o( P»y for the period occupied by the 

A. T. WILSON. 


139820] No. 77. 

... . Sir G - Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 29.) 

(No. 761.) ' 

( ^'ritIjATION‘ at Ardobil. Tehran, October 29, 1909. 

I’lcaso refer to my telegram No. 750 of the 23rd October. 

No. aS’tta^oStotar^ 8Xr0m Uia M “ jCSty ’ li aCting S 1 ~ general UtTabrCCZ ' 

Instructions on the lines suggested in my No. 197 of the 22nd instant seem 
AnlMtk ! S0 T '! ,- 0 Russian consul-general, who has informed his vice-consul at 
oIeM h " f arll ,i Hnvh “!‘ thal R us “ ian Government will hold him personally 
responsible for lie damage done to life and properly of Russian subjects, ileshid-ul- 
Mulk, who has been sent to Sarah in command of lOf) Persian Cossacks to parley with 
theI lebela, has boon entrusted with a warning in writing to the same effect for delivery 
to Rah,m In this latter message my Russian colleague added that la- would hold him 
responsible, m addition for harm caused by Skasevon tribesmen, whom he lmd it 

are hr 7 ," i ,T‘ f t0 "' f' 1 - rheso tliroats <*ould produce a salutary elfeet if they 
are brought to Rahim and are not counteracted, but it is not known where lie is 

borne ,<)00 infantry and cavalry have left Tabreez under Bagher Khan but 

ni e- n'.| r, ' S "| t 0f -', llU . IK ;S°‘"! U 7» ■* k'towu they will probably be stationed a’ few 
miles on the other side of Uasmmch. 

under bamad Khan° abU,lt 8 °° ***** ^ C! "‘ 1Uarcl ‘ wl “'" re< l llir «> from Maragha, 
At Ardebil there are about 1,(100 men under Sattar Khan. Reactionary element 
on ora largely into composition of Government forces, whose allegiance, although now 
cause of now regime, may' be doubtful if it, is thought 
th.it rebel lion is favoured by Russia. An appeal to arms under these conditions mid 
in view of the strength of the rebels would be attended by risk.. Russian consul- 
general, uhoni I consulted ns to whether it would be possible to use our influence 
n the cause o law „n,l order, ,s willing to take steps in this direction, hut we agreed 
to Will mild the result of the negotiations now in progress is known. 

, lro ' l l. ls were sent from Tehran have-all arrived hero; they are composed 

of - Cossacks, and 200 Inanlon only. The ..unit of the force which was supposed 

into space!'"-" 1 '" “ " “ “ " xinU:,i ul “'- here ll ‘““ «• l> a Por it has diJsllved 
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[39703] No. 78. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 1320.) 

(TC ’TgS of the SociiSte du Tombac at Bushire. ^ ^ ^ 

Please ask the Russian Government to send instructions to their Representative at 
today’s date"" Simi “ r t0 those contalned m my telegram to Mr. Marling, No. 680 of 


[39703] No. 79. 

( No 686 J Bir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 29,1909. 

AGENCY of Society du Tombac at Bushire. 

in Il,! a “Tnflb” '^ th . ym ? Russi ™ colleague you should act, so far as is possible, 
yesterday" date & m8truct,ous ^med ,n Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No 760 of 


[39434] No. go. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Sir 

' WITH reference to your letter of the 6th ultimo ’thfprap^edTpo- 
graphual survey m West Persia, 1 am directed by the Secretary at ^StafeTr FoS 

rf^the work tehkdy te be^an ,mva m>w »nquired what the extemt 

or me work is likely to be, and on what scale the maps are to bo constructed They 

be required. ’’ ^ ^ 11,0 Serviees ° f tbo ° ffioor <mgaged on the survey wM 

Qnn 1 am t0 slate that Sir 15. Grey will be glad to receive this information from you as 
of Indfa. P0SSlble ’ “ ° r ‘ ° r tbSt 14 mav be <:omm unicated by telegraph to the Government 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[39903] No. 81. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 30.) 

' TM I.. 1 , , India Office, October 29, 1909. 

Viscount Moi-lev ,° Wer ‘ “ tCI ' ''• 8t 0ct , ob ? r > 1909, enquiring as lo the views of 
between llnml'V II I I ,ro P osed cou< ' c3ai ° 11 for tho improvement of tho communications 
ora,” Ab , bus , Ko r nian - 1 am directed to observe that the proposal in 
A r l , 1,1 acaordaI1 oe with the statement made in the memorandum handed to 
consfcleredVlin B ^rim, to the effect that His Majesty’s Go"oM 

concerned them Thm-e’!"'* 1 A r )bilS - t0 K ?™ an to l>e among thoso that most closely 
conteii cd them. I heie is, therefore, in principle no objection to the scheme. 

of Trade, liriiitciteiTf'' 5 ° f r"' S°, Ut V„ 1 apl>nar from tho memorandum of tho Board 
o tun .ri- . ! „, c n" ? opo ?’ of tbo Sub-Committee of the Committee 

,7r n na -„ nce ’ 10 bo favourable, but the initiation of this or any similar protect 
o the kind will presumably bo regarded by those initiating it as dependent uZa 

&i thordPera a TJirV'VT q - e8tl0 “ °S ngo, ' <li,1 K i'K-reascd security to the re ds of 
I bs Mai S vC ' 1 Uovley ,* accordingly disposed to agree that the support of 

fi,ve " to th ° 8chome ’ i,r ° vkk " 1 tbat tb ° -»■>- 

een,l!nnen 0 ", S ,nr;;!,‘“ U; r ,0 f'*5 " ,a -V he well iti tho first place to ascertain from the 
S ' " , r mgl "'"''r ‘b®y oo'iteniplutc the levy of road tolls, and on what 
[1684] ordmary charges for the actual carriage of goods. 
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I am to add that a copy o£ this correspondence is being communicated to the 
Government of India for their observations. 


I am, &c. 

R. RITCHIE. 


[39951] No. 82. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 30.) 

(No. 402.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, October 30, 1009. 

RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin. 

I was told in confidence to-day by M. Isvolsky that the withdrawal of this force 
has been decided on in principle. The main body of the troops will be sent back to 
Russia, but the Russian Government propose to leave detachments at Enzeli and Resht, 
and only sixty Cossacks or so at Kazvin. M. Isvolsky informed me of this in confidence, 
but I daresay lie will issue a communique on the subject to-morrow. M. Poklewsky 
is to convey this nows to the Persian Government and to explain to them that Russia 
is thereby demonstrating her good-will towards Persia ; but he is at the same time to 
warn them that if the Russian Government are compelled by any troubles arising to 
resort again to the despatch of a force, the measures taken will be of a more extensive 
and important character. It Poklowsky is instructed also to avail himself of this 
opportunity for urging that some matters should he settled about which the two 
Governments havo not yet reached an agreement, but he is not to link the two questions 
together in any way. M. Isvolsky trusts that the Persian Government may be advised 
by His Majesty’s Minister to adopt a conciliatory and amenable attitude In regard to 
these outstanding questions, and he would be glad if Sir U. Barclay might be given 
instructions to this effect. 


[39876] No. 83. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received October 30.) 

(No. 703.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, October 30, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 473 of the 28th October. 

Russian Minister tells me that there are 1,000 Russian troops [at] Kazvin. This 
does not include commissariat, Ac. 

There are at Tabroez according to Russian consul's estimate 1,100, and according 
to Russian Minister 1,000. 

(Sent to St. I’etersburgh.) 


[40161] No. 84. 

Meters. Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Office.—(.Received November 1.) 

Sir. r , 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, October 30, 1909. 

WE beg to inform you that wo purpose shipping, on behalf of Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co., from the island of Ormuz, 1,000 to 2,000 tons rod oxide of iron by the 
Steam-ship “Guild Hall,” belonging to the West Hartlepool Steam Navigation 
Company, loading to commence about the 10th proximo. Wo give you this informa¬ 
tion in view of a paragraph in Mr. Norman’s letter to our Mr. Ellingor of the 3rd May 
last, which says that if the Nationalists or any one else but Messrs. Andrew Weir 
and Co. attempt to move any of the oxide Sir G. Barclay will at once hear of it and 
take the necessary action. You may therefore think it desirable to inform the- 
authorities at Bunder Abbas of the intended shipment. 

We are, Ac. 

ELLINGER and Co, 


[40214] 


No. 85. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 1.) 

(No. 466.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, November 1, 1909. 

MY telegram No. 462 [of 30th October]. 

The fact of withdrawal of troops from Kazvin was published this morning. 


[39951] No. 86. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 475.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 1, 1909. 

PERSIA. See telegram No. 462 of the 30tli October from St. Petersburgh. 

You are authorised to act in accordance with the last paragraph in tlie fullest 
sense. 


[40275] No. 87. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 2.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of correspondence 
relative to increased salutes for the Sheikhs of Molinmmerah, Ivoweit, and 
Bahrein. 

India Office, November 1, 1909. 


Inclosure l in No. 87. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Secret.) 

My Uoid, Simla, September 30, 1909. 

IN compliance with the request contained in paragraph 3 of your Lordship's 
Secret despatch dated the 20th June, 1909, on the subject of the salutes to he 
accorded to the Sheikhs of Mohammerah, Kowoit, and Bahrein, we have the honour to 
forward, for the information of J1 is Majesty’s Government, a copy of the corre¬ 
spondence, from which it will be seen that the new scale of salutes will come into force 
with effect from the 22n<l September, 1909. 

We have, &c. 

MINTO. 

O’M. OREAGH. 

J. O. MILLER. 

W. L. HARVEY. 

S. P. SIN HA. 
n. II. RISLEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 87. 

Government of India to Major Cox. 

(Confidential.) Simla, July 20, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 8th August, 1908, regarding the salutes 
accorded to the Sheikhs of Mohammerah, Kuweit, and Bahrein, I am directed to 
inform you that llis Majesty's Government approve the proposal to increase the 
salutes of the Sheikhs of Mohammerah and Kuweit from five to twelve guns, and 
that of the Sheikh of Bahrein from five to eleven, and to grant a salute of five guns 
to the eldest sons of the Sheikhs of Mohammerah and Kowoit, and of three guns to the 
eldest son of the Sheikh of Bahrein, on occasions when they visit cue of llis Majesty's 
ships as their father's representatives. The salutes will be tired, as in the ease of the 
existing salutes to the sheikhs, on the termination of an official visit. 

[1684] 8 
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2. I am to add that the increased salutes will in each case he personal to the present 
chiefs, and it should he explained to them that it is within the discretion of the 
Government of India to continue the salute or not to their successors. It is left to 
your discretion to decide when it would he opportune to make the announcement to 
the sheikhs concerned. It seems desirable that before doing so you should consult 
Sir G. Barclay as to how far the proposal to increase the salute ol the Sheikh of 
Mohanunerah is affected by the sheikh’s position as a Persian subject. 

3. I am to request that the Government of India may be furnished in due 
course with a report of your proceedings, as the Admiralty desire to be informed 
officially of the date when the arrangements come into force. The naval commander- 
in-chief, bast Indies squadion, lias, however, been directed to instruct the com¬ 
manding officers ol Mis Majesty’s ships in the Persian Gulf to act on the above scale 
of salutes when instructed to do so by you. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 87. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

Bushire , August 22, 1009. 

I HAVE the honour to refer to the correspondence ending with your letter dated 
the 20th duly, 1901), on tin* subject ol the salutes to be accorded to the Sheikhs of 
Mohammerah, Koweit, and Bahrein. 

2. I think it will bo. as well that I should make this further reference to 
Government as to the precise steps to be taken to inform the three sheikhs severally 
of the decision at which His Majesty’s Government have been pleased to arrive, as 
slightly different procedure seems to me to be advisable in each ca.se 

3. 1 he Sheikh of Koweit might, I suggest, be informed officially in writing by the 
resident that, in view of our friendly relations and as a personal compliment, His 
Majesty’s Government have been pleased to issue instructions that when he visits one 
of His Majesty s ships a salute of twelve guns will in future be fired in his honour on 
his leaving the ship, and that five guns will bo tired for his son when visiting a ship on 
his father’s behalf. Jt would be added, in conclusion, that the Government of India 
reserved discretion to continue the salute or not in the case of his successors. 

V. The present Sheikh of Mohammemh has, I believe, never called upon a British 
man-of-war. lor prudential reasons he prefers to exchange visits at the consulate. 
Consequently he is probably not sure what salute would bo given him if he did. 
Moreover, at times he is acting as Governor-General of Arabistan, in which capacity he 
would ex-officio get seventeen guns. I am of opinion that in his case it would he 
sufficient lor His Majesty s consul to inform him verbally that a salute of twelve guns 
has been prescribed for Sheikh Mubarak and a similar salute will he fired for him 
personally when, as Sheikh of Mohanunerah, he visits a British man-of-war, and live 
guns for his son when representing him. lie would also ho informed of the discretion 
reserved to themselves by the Government in the case of the sheikh’s successors. 

In this regard I attach copies of the telegrams exchanged between myself and 
His Majesty’s Minister, from which it will ho seen that his concurrence has been 
obtained. 

5. In the ease of the Sheikh of Bahrein, the enhancement of the salute might he 
made somewhat more of in the intimation sent him by the residency. It might he 
explained to him that it is in view of his long period of rule over Bahrain, and with 
the wish to add to his personal dignity among his compeers, that His Majesty’s 
Government, on the recommendation of the Government of India, have been 
pleased, &e. 

fi. If the Government ol India generally approve'of t lie *procedure suggested for 
each ease in the foregoing paragraphs, 1 bog that the enhanced salutes may bo con¬ 
sidered lo conic into force without turthcr reference, on our receipt of their reply; 
on which the necessary communications will he made to the sheikhs concerned and 
the senior naval officer, Persian Gulf division. 
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Inclosure A in No. 87. 

Major Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Telegraphic) P. Bushire, August 15, 1909. 

U l to the present time salutes of five guns have been accorded to the Sheikhs of 
Koweit, Mohammerah, and Bahrein when visiting British mcn-of-war. Now, however, 
British political ollicers entitled to salutes of eleven guns having been appointed to 
Ko\veit and Bahrein, it has been considered expedient to raise the personal salute of 
the former to twelve and of the latter to eleven guns. A proposal has also been made 
to grant bhoikli Khazal a personal salute of twelve guns, and his eldest son, when 
representing Ins father, five guns. 

you sec any objection ? 'When the Sardar Arfa is acting Governor-General of 
Arabistan he would of course receive the salute duo to that rank. The settlement of 
the question of the salute at Mohammerah is actually only a formality, as the sheikh 
seldom ever visits a man-of-war, but prefers to exchange visits at the consulate. I 
venture in consequence to suggest that it is only necessary for you to accord your 
personal approval of the proposal, and that there is no need to approach the Persian 
Government on the subject. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 87. 

Sir G. Barclay to Major Cox. 

(Telegraph^.) P. Tehran , August 17,1909. 

11II reference to your telegram dated the 15th instant, I concur with you in 
considering that no reference to the Persian Government is necessary, and to the 
proposed salute I have no objection. 


Inclosure 0 in No. 87. 

Government of India to Major Trevor. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir ’ t j- -» i . , . , , Simla, September 22,1909. 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Major Cox’s letter dated the 
22nd August, 1«01), on the subject of the salutes to be accorded to the’Sheikhs of 
Mohammerah, Koweit, and Bahrein. 

2. In reply, I am to inform you that the Government of India approve Major 

Cox’s proposals. ' J 

3. The new scale of salutes will come into force with effect from tho date of these 
orders. 

I have, &c. 

S. H. BUTLEB, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


Inclosuro 7 in No. 87. 

India Office to Admiralty. 

Sir > India Office, October 28, 1009. 

UI11I reference to your letter dated the 10th Juno, 1000, as to the salutes to he 
accorded to the Sheikhs of Mohammerah, Koweit, and Bahrein, I am directed to 
enclose, for the information of the Uirds Commissioners of tho Admiralty, copy of a 
letter from the Government of India, from which it will he seen that the new scale of 
salutes has been brought into force with effect from the 22nd September, 1900. 

A copy of this letter is being communicated to tho Foreign Office. 

lam, &c. 

B. EITCHIE. 
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[40336] No. 88. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received November 2.) 

Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 

Sir, ^ ^ London , November 1, 1909. 

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 29th ultimo, advising that the 
Government of India have enquired (1) what the extent of the work is likely to be; 
(2) on what scale the maps are to be constructed ; and (3) the period for which the 
sendees of the officer engaged on the Survey will bo required. 

A telegram making the same enquiries was received by us from Messrs. Lloyd, 
Scott, and Go. on the 2Gth ultimo, and in reply thereto we wired to them:— 

“ Probably 500 square miles ; G inches mile ; probably two years.” 

Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co.'s telegram was doubtless sent in connection with an 
enquiry received by them from the Government of India, and the reply we sent has 
presumably been passed on to Simla. As, however, you will no doubt consider it 
desirable to reply to the Government of India's telegram direct, the above message to 
Messrs. Lloyd, bcott, and Co. will afford the information required for your reply. 

I am, &c. 

C. GREENWAY, Director. 


[40382] 


No. 89. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 467.) J 

(I elegrapllicv) It. S/. Petersburgh, November 2, 1909. 

[AGENCY of Societo du Tombac at Bushire.] 

telegram No. 1320 [of the 29th October] and Tehran telegram No. 7G0 [of the 
28th OctoberJ. 

Russian Government have sent instructions to Russian Ambassador at Con¬ 
stantinople to support steps which His Majesty’s Ambassador may take. 


[40387J No. 90. 

Air G. Barela;/ to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 764.) 

( I elegmphic.) P. Tehran, November 2, 1909. 

NAVIGATION of Luke Uriunia. 

Please refer to my telegram No. 758 of the 24th October. I am informed by His 
Majesty s acting consul-general at Tabreez that a meeting took place there between 
the two consuls and Stevens. The latter proposed the payment of 5,000/. in a single 
instalment, or an engagement for five years as manager, with a salary of 1,100/. yearly, 
as alternative conditions under which he would release Imam Kuli from certain 
obligations contracted towards him, and which at present make it impossible for Imam 
hull to accept the proposals of the Road Company. 

Ihs Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez telegraphs as follows 

It will be bad policy on the part of the Road Company not to engage Stevens. 
He can In* of use to them in the first difficult period, and at the expiration of the live 
years they need not extend his engagement. Even if they adopt the first alternative 
and secure the consent of Imam Kuli by handing over to Stevens a lump sum, they 
will find difficulty in dealing with the former, with the Persians, and with the 
authorities whom the co-operation of Stevens, and his popularity locally, would 
conciliate. Russian consul-general has all along been of this opinion, but the Road 
Company and St. Petersburgh seem to oppose it.” 

M. Poklowski, to whom I communicated substance of above paragraph will I 
think, urge the acceptance of second alternative at St. Petersburg!!. 
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[39951] No. 91. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 1323.) 

( Tele ,^aphie.) P. Foreign Office, November 2,1909. 

1 HE news contained in your telegram of the 30th October has given us the very 
greatest satisfaction. The best possible impression will bo produced here with regard 
to the wisdom and harmony which characterise the policy of England and Russia in 
Persia when it is announced that such a substantial withdrawal of forces has taken 
place. 

Our co-operation shall be unsparingly used at Tehran to secure by every diplomatic 
means that no results prejudicial to Russian interests shall arise from the withdrawal 
of these troops, and that the Government of the Shah shall act in a friendly spirit in 
return for the mark of confidence which has been shown them. 


[40491] No. 92. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 468.) 

(lelegraphic.) P. $/. Petersburgh, November 3, 1909. 

SI1 UATION at Ardebil. 

I was told last night by M. Isvolsky that, in order to more easily afford Russian 
subjects protection, the Russian consul at Ardebil had desired to assemble them all, 
but that they were being prevented from leaving their houses by the Shahsevuns.' 
As Russian subjects seemed to be in Very great danger, instructions had been sent to 
the Viceroy of the Caucasus to dispatch whatever troojis he had available at once to 
Ardebil. M. Isvolsky, however, expressed his fears lest these reinforcements might 
reach their destination too late. His Excellency added that, us the Shahsevans were 
pursuing Sattar Khan, who had fled to Sareh, u body of Russian cossacks from Tabreez 
had been hurriedly sent to protect the Russian consulate at that place. 

His Excellency observed that the decision of the Russian Government as to the 
withdrawal of troops from Knzvin would not lie affected by the above measures. 


[40492] No. 93. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 470.) ’ 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1909. 

PLEASE see my telegram No. 46S of this morning : Situation at Ardebil. 

My above-mentioned telegram was not quite correct. 

1 he Russian subjects were not being kejjt in their houses by the Shahsevans but 
by the inhabitants, who had fled to the Russians for refuge, and considering that the 
latter were some protection against the Shahsevans, were afraid to let them leave. 

According to a telegram which M. Isvolsky has received from the Russian Minister 
at Tehran, the Shahsevans are in occupation of Ardebil. No details are, however to 
hand. 


1.40493 J No. 94. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 471.) • ' 

(1 elegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1909. 

IABIvEE/ telegram No. 206 related in Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 766 
[of to-day] : Situation at Ardebil. 

In an interview which I hud with M Isvolsky to-day his Excellency told me that 
he feared that, the Russian Government might he compelled to dispatch a strong force 
to Ardebil. The close proximity of this town to the Russian frontier makes it difficult 
for Russia to tolerate a state of anarchy there which seems likelv to continue; it also 
appears that Russian subjects are in danger. There are obvious reasons which make 
M. Isvolsky very unwilling to embark on an expedition of this nature, hut Rahim Khan 
[1684, 'j* 
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and his followers would he effectively suppressed if a force were sent. It would really 
benefit the Persian Government that the rising should he (juelled if it is in any sense of 
the word a counter-revolution. His Excellency makes light of the idea that the 
situation could he effectively coped with by Persian troops. 

I cannot imagine what object the Russian Government could have in encouraging 
these troubles, and, as far as 1 can judge, the action of Rahim Khan and of his followers 
receives the strongest condemnation here. 


[40460] 


No. 95. 


Sir G. Ha retail lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 7G5.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , November 3, 1909. 

i LSI LRDAY Ala-es-Suitanoh and the Minister of Finance called and begged me 
very earnestly to use my influence to induce the Imperial Bank of Persia to make an 
advance of 300,000 tomans to 500,000 tomans on the security of Crown jewels, which 
the acting manager had declined to do. These funds were necessary for the? campaign 
at Ardebd, and would ho payable in instalments. To meet the expenses of the troops 
iMukliber-es-Sultanch was in immediate need of 50,000 tomans, without which it would 
he impossible to continue the operations. Later a further advance of 500,000/.., 
subject, to the sanction of the Medjliss, and eventually a substantial loan would, 
Ministers added, be required by the Persian Government. It was by order of the 
Cabinet and of the deputies in Tehran assembled in extraordinary council that the two 
Ministers made this statement. 

In reply, I stated that the pledging of the jewels was a matter of purely com¬ 
mercial aspect, and one in which I was unable to advise the manager to act contrary to 
his judgment. I promised, however, to ask him for the reasons of his refusal. With 
regard to the advance of 500,000/. and the eventual loan, for which the approval of the 
Medjliss is required, until that body had been convened it appeared premature to 
discuss the question. 

I am informed by acting manager that he cannot make an advance on the jewels 
as there is no means of appraising their value at his disposal. 

I lie position at Ardobil, whore Raluni Khan has, it is believed, given out that, he 
is lighting for the cause of Mohamed Ali, is clearly causing great anxiety to the Persian 
Government, and their resources seem to have been entirely exhausted by the rein¬ 
forcements they have sent—1,500 Cossacks, Bakhtiari, and fedai, with four guns and 
two Maxims. 

_ Boklowski, to whom the Ministers subsequently went, is communicating with 
ot. rotorsburgh. 

Possibly have fallen before any advance could have been arranged, 
but, ll lialinn Khan 8 operations were to assume the character of an attempt to overthrow 
the present regime tin? two Governments might see their way to facilitate a small 
advance on the part of the banks rather than witness a recurrence of past confusion. 


[40472] 


G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 7I5G.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

POSITION in Eastern Azerbaijan. 

I have received the following telegram from His Majesty’s acting consul-general at 
Tabreez, No. 20G of the 2nd November 


Tehran , November 3, 1909. 


i , m OUK , l ,ns r<?a(, l ,l, d Jahreez that Sattar Khan has made good his escape from 
Ardebil, and in company with a few horsemen has arrived at Sarah. 

.Iy Kussian colleague received a telegram three days ago from Russian vice- 
consul at Ardebil, informing him that the town would soon be in the hands of the 
rebels; that lie had been implored in the name of humanity to send for a Russian 
ioree by the duel fodain, who told him that their ammunition was spent, and that he 
could not answer for the safety of Russian subjects if the vice-consulate were attacked 
by the alarmed population. 

‘‘Some Russian tK»l>s may, I tour, ho dispatched to Ardebil, for this message, 
which was delayed, was redirected to St. Petersburg!!, to Tiflis, and to Tehran. 
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“ To-day forty-two Russian Cossacks, accompanied by one officer, are being sent to 
Sarab at the request of Russian consular agent, who telegraphed that the town was 
being threatened by rebels. If twelve are considered by officer to be sufficient 
protection for local consular agent and for the few Russians there, thirty will be sent 
back immediately. 

It is thought that Ardebil must have been taken by now, and local authorities 
arc very despondent. I ho current belief that rebels are being favoured by Russians 
handicaps the position of the Government, while the forces at their disposal arc eithor 
of indifferent fighting capacity or of doubtful allegiance. The Persian Government 
should, if possible, dispatch from Tehran without delay a powerful expedition under an 
efficient leader. Some troops, I understand, are already en route from the capital. 

“ Russian consul-general is, I fear, endeavouring to bring Russian troops to 
Ardebil. hast month he asked that an expedition might he sent to punish the 
Shuhsevans, but the military authorities would not consent on account of the approach 
of winter. He informed me that the present crisis would be most adequately solved 
by such punitive operations sanctioned by the two Governments. I stated that it 
would be simpler to make the rebels clearly understand that we viewed their action 
with disfavour. In reply, lie gave me earnest assurances that very strong warnings, 
pointing out that we emphatically disapproved of his attitude, had been sent to Kalimi 
Khan. 

“ It is difficult to see clear in the situation, and 1 do not think that we can do 
much here until it has developed. A natural solution may be brought about by the 
approach of winter.” 


140476] No, 97. 

, Slit G. Hu retail to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 707.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 3, 1900. 

bll I'dKH of Mohammerah. Foreign Office telegram No. 390 of 23rd July. 

I he sheikh is being pressed by Sardar Assad to submit a copy of tho Abadan 
agieement to the Persian Government. He has asked for an undertaking that we will 
keep it secret. 

It is commonly known that the agreement exists, and the Indian press lias 
noticed it. 

Ilia Majesty’s acting consul lias asked bow he should advise sheikh, and, after 
consulting with Major Cox, 1 have telegraphed reminding him that obligation of 
secrecy whs only required by sheikh until events had quieted down in the capital, and 
instructing him to advise sheikh to communicate the agreement to llie Persian Govern¬ 
ment, unless lie has special reasons for not doing so. 


[40517] No. 98. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November -1.) 

® r * ... . India Office, November 3, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 5tli October, 1909, I am directed to inform 
you that the Secretary of State for India in Council lias now sanctioned as a charge 
against Indian revenues a moiety of a sum of 20i. a-month, for a period not exceeding 
live months, in respect of the escort of four sowars for Lieutenant A. T. Wilson while 
carrying out a survey in connection with die Kherkhu irrigation scheme. 

Ihe sanctum has been given on the understanding that the Lords Commissioners 
ol His Majesty s treasury will accept the other moiety as a charge against British 
revenues. ” 

•n i^"' ■ 'overnment of India will be asked to state whether they anticipate that there 
will be any expenditure in connection with tho survey other than' that involved in tho 
retention of tho four sowars. 

1 am, &c. 

R. RITCHIE. 










70 


[40580] No. 99. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward drey.—(Received November 4.) 

(No. 708.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , November 4, 1909. 

\\ 1TI1 reference to my telegram No. 7G5 of the 3rd November, 1 am informed that 
Imperial Hank of Persia have applied for authority to their head office to advance up 
to .90 per cent, ad valorem on the Crown jewels ; value to Ire appraised by three 
delegates of Persian Government and three delegates of the bank in committee. 

There is an expert, attached to the Russian bank, and doubtless they would allow 
him to act, after consultation with my Russian colleague. 


[40460] No. 100. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 1324.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 4, 1900. 

ROAN to Persian Government (sec telegrams from Tehran Nos. 705 and 7G0 of 
the 3rd November). 

You should ask Russian Government for their views on this question, and enquire 
of diem whether, if the Imperial Bank felt justified in advancing, on the security of the 
( town jewels, a sum of, say, 200,0(H) tomans, they would be willing to authorise 
the Russian Bank to share in such an advance. Although 1 know that in September 
they did not object to the idea of advancing something on this same security, I have 
not yet approached them in the matter, but on learning the views of the Russian 
Government 1 would do so. 


[40161] No. 101. 

Sir Edvard Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 179.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 4, 1909. 

SHIPMENT of Hormuz oxide. 

Kllingor informs us that his firm intend to ship in steam-ship “ Guildhall ” from 
Hormuz from 1,000 to 2,000 tons of oxide. They propose to begin the shipment, about 
the 10th November. If necessary you should act as on the previous occasion, dealt 
with in my telegram No. 426 of the 19th August. 


[40692] No. 102. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received. November 5.) 

(No. 472.) 

(Telegraphic.) Decode. St. Petersburg A, November 5, 1909. 

“ RUSSIA ” publishes following official conunuuique to-day :— 

" According to latest, information from Ardebil, local governor, members of 
Anjuman, and clergy have taken refuge in Russian vice-consulate, and immediately 
afterwards town was occupied by Shahsevaus and Karadaghis. All bazaars, caravan 
sheds, ami most of the houses have been looted. Shnhsevuns have demanded of the 
vice-consul surrender to them of three persons who have taken up their quarters in 
consulate compound. It is feared that consulate may be subjected to an attack by 
these nomads, and that small consulate guard, consisting of one sotnia of Cossacks, 
will not be able to withstand an assault. In view of such circumstances, in addition 
to these one battalion of infantry, two sotnia of Cossacks, with two guns and detachment 
of engineers, have been sent to Ardebil already; another column of sufficient strength 
is being dispatched thither in order, should occasion arise, to take decisive actiou 
against these nomads." 
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[40695] No. 103. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 5.) 

(No. 473.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. PetersburgIt, November 5, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 1324 of the 4th instant. 

I saw M. Isvolsky to-day and spoke to him on the subject of an advance to the 
Persian Government. He said that the Acting Minister of Finance and himself were 
already in communication on the subject, and as soon as a decision was come to he 
promised to let me know. 


[40696] No. 104. 

• 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 5)1 

(No. 474.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Pelersburgh, November 5, 1909. 

SITUATION at Ardebil. 

1 was informed to-day by M. Isvolsky that he felt the greatest anxiety about the 
safety of the Russian consul and other Russians at Ardebd. The Shahsevaus were 
demanding the surrender of the governor, mullahs, and other persons who lmd taken 
bast in the consulate. It was impossible to foresee wlnit the consequences of this 
might be, as he was sure the consul would not comply with this demand. A 
telegram dated two days ago was the last which bad lx;on received from the consul. 

1 f a serious attack were made on the consulate, tile sotnia of Cossacks at present at 
Ardebil would be quite iusullicient to protect it. There were GO kilom. from Astara 
to Ardebil, and the first detachment of the relieving force was to arrive at the former 
to-morrow. The Shahsevaus had not carried out the engagements to which they had 
subscribed on account of various misdeeds, including the death of a Russian officer, 
and a severe punishment would Ire inflicted on them when a sufficiently large Russian 
force arrived. 

M. Isvolsky saiil that if anything happened to the consul or to Russian subjects 
he would be severely blamed for temporising, a policy which was already being ascribed 
to English influence in some of the newspapers. The Russian Government, in my 
opinion, have but one course left open to them, and that is to dispatch a force strong 
enough to suppress Rahim Khan’s people and tile Shahsevaus ; and to discourage any 
steps which they consider essential for the restoration of tranquillity on their frontier 
and for the protection of their subjects would, it seems to me, be unwise. 

M. Isvolsky reiterated his opinion that efforts to quell the disturbances on the 
part of the Persian Government would lie futile ; and lie added that the punishment 
of the Shahsevaus and Rahim Khan by the Russians would he to the advantage of 
the Persian Government if these men, who were more brigands, were disguising their 
depredations under a pretence that their action was a political movement against the 
new regime. 


[40690] No. 105. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November it.) 

(No. 770.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , November 5, 1909 

ARDEBIL. ’ 

1 have received the following telegram from Ilis Majesty’s acting consul- 
general at T&breez:— 

Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs has telegraphed to my Russian colleague 
stating that it has been decided lo increase the consular escort at Ardebil, and that the 
question of dispatching troops there is being discussed. 

“ A most unfortunate impression would ho caused if a force is sent, as it is 
generally believed that rebels have been incited by Russians. At Ardebil, besides, 
Russian military operations would bo under no control, for the restraining influence of 
a representative, which has to he counted with in Tahreez, would he removed ” 

[1084] u 
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I told M. Poklewski that I thought the dispatch of troops, as distinct from a force 
sent substantially to reinforce the consular escort, would be unfortunate, and I 
endeavoured to induce him to discourage such a step, but he prefers to leave the 
question to his Government for independent decision. 


[40697] No. 10G. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received November 5.) 

(No. 771.) • ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , November 5, 1909. 

ARDEBIL. 

His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez telegraphs as follows 

“Ardebil has been occupied and plundered by shahsevans. Russian vice- 
consulate besieged by the rebels, who demand surrender of certain bastis. Governor, 
Anjuman, and part of crowd have taken refuge there. Russian vice-consul implores 
immediate assistance. 

“ It seems inevitable that Russian troops will be sent. Sattar Khan has arrived 
in Tabreez.” 


[40876, No. 107. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edwaul Grey.—(Received November 6.) 

(No. 772.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 6, 1909. 

POLICING of southern roads. 

Alter consideration of means to maintain security on the Bushire-Isfahan road, 
Major Cox and l would recommend the following scheme :— 

1 lie road to be patrolled in sections by a force of 000 roadguards raised locally, 
superintended end organized by six officers, seconded by the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department-. In addition certain khans Ixjtween Busline and Shiraz to be subsidized, 
and we recommend that lo,000/. per annum be met by an additional tax, at the 
Persian ports in the Gulf, of 10 per cent, on im)>ort and export duties for a given 
period, e.g., three years. Total cost of scheme ought not to exceed this sum. 

I should be glad to hear whether proposal meets with your general approval before 
Wednesday next, when Major Cox is leaving Tehran. 

The main objection to the employment of officers of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department under Bell’s scheme, would, in Barker's opinion, bo removed in the modified 
form now under consideration. 

H* the proposal is accepted by Mis Majesty’s Government, 1 presume that they will 
ascertain whether the Russian Government would raise any difficulty before I tike 
action here. 

Russia is the only foreign Power, ns we understand it, who has the right to do so . 
in the case of the surcharge, but her imports are so insignificant in the Gulf ports, that 
she should not make any objection. 

As it may be presumed that the illegal dues that are now levied and the present 
increased rates for transport will cense, there appears to bo no ground for discontent on 
the part of our trade. 

The road guards would be subject not to the Minister of War, but to the Minister 
of the Interior. Russia would, I think, view with less suspicion assistance given by us 
to the latter than to the former department, and it would probably he less calculated 
to induce her to profit by our measure in order to take similar steps in the north of 
Persia. 

When the moment arrives, I would propose to inform the Persian Government that 
order must lx* restored on the road, to inquire what are their proposals, and to tell them 
that we shall lay a scheme before them unless they can give us satisfaction. I propose 
simultaneously to make known our scheme informally, and unofficially to press them to 
solicit our cooperation on the lines proposed. By this means we should not appear to 
he forcing our assistance on the Persian Government, any indication of which in the 
Medjliss would provoke resentment. 
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[39194] No. 108. 

•Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 152.) 

Foreign Office, November G, 1909. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 182 of the 1st ultimo respecting the attitude 
of the Bakhtiari chiefs towards His Majesty’s Government, and I approve the action 
which you proposed to take in reminding the Sardar Assad and the Sardar Amhtasham 
of the friendly messages conveyed to them last year. 

His Majesty’s Government consider that it is important to retain the friendship of 
the Khans, and you should not cease to watch their disposition in this matter carefully. 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[40882] No. 109. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 

(No. 571.) 

Sir, ^ ^ St. Petersburgh, October 25, 1909. 

1 ASKED M. Sazonow to-day what was his news from Ardebil. He said that it 
was very bad, and that Sattar Khan was in such straits that he was contemplating 
seeking Russian protection, which would be a curious result after his former attitude. 
M. Sazonow added that the Russian Government could not send any troops to Ardebil, 
as fifteen days would elapse before they could arrive. They had therefore informed 
the Persian Government that they would hold them responsible for any losses or 
damages which might be caused by the refractory tribes. He observed that throwing 
the responsibility for possible events on the Persian Government was perhaps an 
empty form, but it was the only course to take in the circumstances. 1 said that I 
understood that the Persian Government wore dispatching a force to relievo Ardebil. 
He replied that ho was aware of this, but he did not anticipate that the Persian troops 
would be able to effect anything. I asked whether the Russian authorities could not 
speak words of wisdom to Rahim Khan and induce him to cease from his depredations. 
M. Sazonow replied that the Russian doctor who had been treating Rahim Khan had 
insisted on his remaining perfectly tranquil, but that the latter would not listen to any 
advice, and had started off to head his marauding bands. M. Sazonow said that his 
latest news was that the Shahsevans and the Karadaghis were quarrelling between 
each other, and possibly this would be of advantage iu relieving the situation. 
M. Sazonow added that lie trusted no Russian lives would be lost, as then the Russian 
Government would have to take very serious notice of such an occurrence. Property 
pillaged or damaged could always be compensated, but if lives wore lost the matter 
assumed a very different aspect. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[40883] No. 110. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 

(No. 572.) 

Sir, . St. Petersbunjh, October 25, 1909. 

I TOLD M. Sazonow that I had heard that some Germans were negotiating with 
Imam Kuli with respect to the Urumia navigation scheme, and it seemed to me that it 
behoved the Russians to endeavour to come to terms ns speedily as possible with the 
Persian concessiounaire anil thus forestall the Germans. M. Sazonow said that 
M. Poklewsky had been told to be very watchful, and would no doubt take the 
necessary steps in the matter. Ho added that the Russian Government believed that 
their transport concession, which had still fifty-five years to run, might be interpreted 
as blocking any other concession for transport, and that it might bo applied to the case 
of the Urumia navigation, lie admitted that the concession of Imam lvidi was prior 
to that of the Russians. 1 observed that I doubted if in that case his argument would 
hold, and that Imam Kali was not seeking to part with his concession, but was 
endeavouring to obtain some partnership to work it with him. M. Sazonow Said that 
he understood this, and that the Russians would do their utmost to come to terms with 
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Imam Kuh. If they failed, the Russian Government could always prevent the import 
into Persia of the necessary materiel, and thus render the concession valueless. I 
remarked that such a proceeding would bo rather arbitrary, and might give rise to 
complications. Moreover, perhaps the materiel could be imported by a roittc other 
than through Russian territory, lie said that this would not be possible. I pointed 
out to M. Sazonow that I feared that the activity of the Germans might not remain 
limited to the concession which we were discussing, but might he extended to other 
spheres. For instance, in the financial straits of tile Persian Government the latter 
might apply to Germany for funds. M. Sazonow replied that this would be contrary 
to the formal declaration made by Count Quadt, lie thought last year, that Germany 
or the German Bank would not furnish financial assistance to Persia. I said that 1 
dul not recall such a declaration, but, even if it. had been made, it did not preclude the 
Peretan Government from applying to German financiers other than the hank. 
M. Sazonow said that he was fully alive to the dangers of German activity, but that lie 
was sure that M. Pokloweky would he very watchful. I said that I did not doubt for a 
moment that ho would be, hut, to my mind, the endeavours of the Germans to get 
their hand into Persia should, if possible, be frustrated. 

I have, <Xc. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[40884] No. 111. 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 

(No. 573.) ' 

8lr ’ ,, . . , , _ „ St. I’etereburjb, October 25, 1009. 

I H r. Persian Minister, Isaak Khan, called on mo this evening. He told me that lie 
believed that lie was transferred to the legation at Rome. Ho said it would he a quiet 
post, and nut of the turmoil of Anglo-ltussian-Persian polities. I asked him why he 
lad been transferred. He said that the present Persian Government considered that 
lie was too Kussophil. 1 remarked that even if lie were it could hardly be considered 
an offence, lie said that he was charged with having been the means of inducing the 
Russian Government to dispatch troops to Tabreez. I told him that this charge would 
not hold water, as the reasons which hud led the Russian Government to send a force 
to I (threat were sullieientl.v well known. Ho said that ho was also accused of having 
suggested to the Russian Government to arrest at Tillis a brother of Tnki Zadeh, while 
he had known nothing of the matter until the arrest had occurred, and that he had 
used Ills utmost endeavours to procure the mail’s deportation to Persia, which he had 
eventually succeeded in obtaining. I asked him whether he had anv news of interest 
from I eh ran. He said that lie feared that the new Medjliss would he very much like 
the first, with the difference that the mullahs would have no influence at all. The 
extreme parties would lie in the majority, and would, he feared, commit many foolish 
nets he Nasr-td-Mulk, he said, should bo now in Tehran, hut lie doubted ir he 
would have the strength ol purpose to master the situation, and that, the whole 
Government would be under the extreme parties largely influenced by the Caucasian 
revolutionaries, lie was .sorry to hear from his friends that an anti-English feeling was 
being promoted among the deputies, and, though it had not made much headway at 
present, lie feared that it might grow, especially as some were advocating that an 
understanding should he arrived at with Germany. It was considered, lie was told, 
that Germany alone was able to induce (lie Russian Government to withdraw their 
troops from Persia, and that if advances were made to Germany she might be persuaded 
to put prossuro on St. Petersburg with the above object. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[40891] No. 112. 

Sir .1. Nic.ohon to Sir luhrnrd Grey.—(Received November 8.) 

(No. 584.) 

k‘ r » ^ St. Petersburah , October 31, 1909. 

I ASKhO M Isvolsky \vstorday whether he had received any recent news from 
Ardebil. He replug that utluirs weru most unsettled there, hut that there were about 
100 Cossacks in the town who would, he hoped, be able to protect the lives of the 


75 


consul and other Russian subjects, but they were hardly sufficiently numerous to safe¬ 
guard the property of the latter. I remarked that the Persian Goverument were 
hastening up troops to relieve the situation. M. Isvolsky was incredulous as to the 
Persian forces being able to afford any material assistance ; and he informed me that he 
had made the Persian Government responsible for all losses and injury which might 
occur to Russian subjects. 

His Excellency said that the mixed council or committee who dealt with Persian 
allairs had come to the decision in principle to withdraw practically all the troops from 
Kazvm, leaving merely fifty or sixty Cossacks there as a consular guard. Other 
Cossack detachments would be left at Reslit and linzeli, but the total number of all 
these three contingents would not exceed a regiment of Cossacks. The rest of the 
troops would be brought hack to Russia. He was telegraphing to M. Pnklewsky to 
inform the Persian Government of this decision, and to explain that they would 
doubtless see in it a sign of the good-will of Russia and of her desire not to cause any 
embarrassment to the Shah’s Government. At the same time, M. Poklmvsky was to 
warn the Peisian Government that if in the future events were to occur which would 
compel the Russian Government to send troops hack to Persia, the measures which 
would then be taken would he on a larger scale and of more serious import than was 
recently the case. 

M. Poklewsky was also to induce the Persian Government to take the present 
opportunity of settling certain questions outstanding lietweeu the two Governments. 
He was not to make the departure of the troops conditional on the settlement of these 
questions, or in any way to link the two matters together; hut, as Russia was giving u 
very evident sign ol her good-will and conciliatory disposition, the Persian Government 
should show some reciprocity. He would, lie said, lie glad if His Majesty’s Government 
would instruct Sir G. Barclay to co-operate with his Russian colleague, and to advise 
the Persian Government to be amenable and conciliatory. 

I said that I was quite sure that His Majesty’s Government would do what was 
possible in facilitating a good understanding between the Russian and Persian 
Governments. 

M. Isvolsky remarked that ho would very shortly publish the measure on which 
the Russian Government had decided, and he expected to be the object of attacks in 
the press for his undue deference towards British wishes and lor his weak defence of 
Russian interests. 

1 have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 

P.R. November l.—The following article has appeared to-day officially in the 
“ Reeli ” ;— 

“ The Imperial Government, deeming it unnecessary under present conditions to 
maintain in Kazvin any longer the column dispatched thither in June last, have decided 
to recall to Russia the greater part of that force, retaining in Persia only the Lahinsky 
Cossack Regiment, which forms |«irt of the column. Half a sotnia of this regiment 
will remain at Kazvin as a guard to the Russian consulate in that town, and the 
remaining portion of the regiment will be quartered in Reslit or Enzeli, in order to 
strengthen the consulate guard there. 

" Should the future course of events again necessitate the reinforcement of this 
military force, the Russian Government will not delay in taking the necessary 
measures,” ' ' 

A. N. 


[40893| No. 113. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 

(No. 580.) 

®' r ’ St. I'eteraburtjh, November 2, 11)09. 

I HAY E the honour to transmit copy of an aide-memoire which l gave M. Isvolsky 
in regard to I lie question ol the agency of the SocidtO dll Tombac in the Gulf ijorts 
hosed on Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 7C.0. 1 am aftuid that my knowledge of the 

(question is a little hazy, ns 1 have not the memorandum mentioned in the telegram 
from Busline, hut I trust that my aide-memoire correctly gives the substance of what 
[1084] X 
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is required, and tliat the reply of the Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, copy of 
which is enclosed, adequately meets the wishes of His Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 113. 

Aide-memoire communicated to if. fscolslaj by Sir A. Nicolson. 

LE Ministers Imperial a sans doute reyu du Ministre de Russie A Tfihdran 
certaines explications au sujet de la prochaine expiration du contrat devolu aux 
bateaux russes de la part de la Socidtd du Tombac A Constantinople. II paroit 
ddsirable quo les deux Gouvernements tftchent d’dviter que lo dit contrat passe entre 
les innins de tierces personnel, et que les deux ambassades A Constantinople soient 
munies d’instructions de faire les demarches qui leur paraissent les plus aptes afin de 
carder hi contrat ou dans les mains des ddtenteurs actuals ou de le faire transfdrer A 
aes compngnies anglaises. Dans ee hut le Gouvernement hritannique propose que 
l’Ambassadeur russe A Constantinople fasse son possible de faire renouveler le contrat 
de l'agenco russe et que l'Ambassadeur hritannique tAche d’acqudrir le contrat pour 
une ngenco anglaiee dans le cos oh le renmivellenient prdcitd u’aura pas lieu. 

lies instructions out dtd envoydes A Sir G. Lowther de coopdrer avec son collAgue 
de Russie dans le sens susindiqud, et l’Ambassade britaunique se permet de proposer°au 
Ministers Impdrial d’envoyer de pareilles instructions A M. Tcharykoff. 

Saint-Ptftersbourg, le 17 (30) octobrc, 1900. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 113. 

Aide-memoire communicated lo Sir A. Nicohon by if. Isvoisky. 

AYANT dtd saisi par son Ministre A Tdhdran de l’affaire de la Socidtd du Tombac 
A Constantinople, mentionnde dans l’nide-nidmoire de l’Ambassade de la Grande- 
Bretagne on date du 17 (30) ootobre couraut, le Ministfere Impdrial des Affaires 
Etrangbres n'a pas manqud d’iuviter par tdldgraphe l'Ambassadeur de Russie A 
Constantinople d appuyer les ddmarches de son collbgue hritannique par rapport A la dite 
affaire. 

^aint-Pc'lersboury, le 19 octobre 
(l ,f norembre), 1909. 


[40894 j No. 114. 

6/V A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 

(No. 587.) 

Slr > , si. Petersburg, Noeemlier 2, 1909. 

DI'.SI 11 h the apprehensions ol M. Isvolsky, the Russian press, so far as it has 
noticed the suhjeot, lias receive I the news of the withdrawal of. Russian troops from 
Kazvm with equanimity. To take two extremes, the “Novoe Vremya" and the 
" Bourse Gazette." The former journal relates the incidents and causes which led up to 
the dispatch of Russian troops, and slates that the preseuceof the Russian troops has lieen 
beneficial to Persia and the Persians. Bv withdrawing the troops from the interior of 
the country, and merely stationing a regiment of Cossacks on the Caspian littoral, the 
Russian Government have given a proof of the scrupulous manner in which they 
observe conventions and oven unilateral promises. A European country, neighbouring 
hi Russia, having, on the mandnte ol Europe, occupied two provinces for the restoration 
ol law and order, ended by annexing them, notwithstanding the protests of their 
inhabitants. Russia having restored tranquillity in a country quits it of her own 
accord, upon her own initiative and with the general regret of the population. The 
“ Novoe V reuiya ” presumes that no amount of subtlety will extinguish this difference 
ol political morality. By a withdrawal of her troops Russia has given to Persia a 
prool ol the genuineness of her friendship; and by quitting Persia on the first 
possible occasion she has shown her confidence in the capability of the Persian 
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Government to grapple with the situation with her own resources. The Nationalists, 
who so recently suspected Russia of aggressive designs, now receive at her hands 
a pacified region, while other portions of Persia, which do not concern Russia, are 
still in a hopeless state of unrest. Whether the Nationalists will give Russia credit for 
her action the near future will show. The Russian troops carried out duties 
appertaining to the Persian Government, who were not in a position to protect 
foreigners, and by their protection of commerce they saved the local population from 
ruin. The question of compensation to Russia for the expenses which she incurred 
naturally coifie to one’s mind, but apparently no one is raising the point. The “ Novoe 
Vremya” presumes that the Russian Government acted on the reports of their agents 
that comparative order had lieen restored, and that there was a possibility of the 
Persian Government maintaining order without assistance, file diplomatic agents have 
not ulways judged the situation accurately, and the journal expresses the hope that the 
Government have verified their reports. The Government evidently foresee the possi¬ 
bility of a recrudescence of trouble, which would necessitate the dispatch of another 
column. 11 such an event were to occur it would then be shown that the Government 
laid been too optimistic, and had not properly judged the conditions of the existing 
situation. 

The “ Bourse Gazette ” says that the announcement of the withdrawal of the 
Russian troops will he read in Russia and abroad with complete satisfaction. The 
step would have been received with equal satisfaction in Persia if the Russian Govern¬ 
ment had not added that, in case of necessity, reinforcements would he dispatched. 
This portion of the announcement is infelicitous, as Persia will feel that there is a class 
master at her side, and the new Government and the Medjliss may regard the latter 
part of the communique as a threat. 

Meanwhile, it may be supposed that Russia will not abandon her interests and the 
protection of her subjects in Persia. It can scarcely be doubted that the dispatch of 
the troops was not an urgent necessity, and it is scarcely likely that a similar necessity 
will arise in the luture unless a counter-revolution takes place in Persia similar to that 
which occurred in Turkey against national freedom. But even in that case Russia would 
not stand ou the side of the enemies of the Persian people. 

I have, Ac. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[40898 J No. 115. • 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir lidward Grey.—(Received November S.) 

I No. 593.) 

k' r ’ i ,,,,. St. Pelersburjh, November 3, 191)9. 

i HAVE tho honour to report that the “ Official Messenger " to-day publishes the 
following communique in regard to the situation at Ardebil 

Taking advantage of the unrest and total collapse of authority in Persia, the 
restless elements of the notorious tribe of Shahsevans, wandering near the Caucasus 
frontier, have of late repeatedly made raids into the Persian district of Ardebil, adjacent 
to the Caucasus. In the summer of this year they advanced close to the town of 
Ardebil, and for some time caused a complete cessation of goods traffic along the 
Asiar Ardebil-Inhrcez ron<! bythoir brigandage and pillaging; and in consequence 
of this an enormous accumulation of our merchandise, destined for tho internal markets 
ol Persia, was formed at the port of Astrakan. 

Owing to the measures adopted by our consulates at Tabrcoz and Ardebil, at tho 
end of August (o.s.) several caravans, with the goods which had accumulated, succeeded 
in passing along the route specified, under escort of Russian Cossacks. At the same 
tinu* tlie bhnhsevans coniwencpd to move oil towards their onniinpniGnts. 

However, ns early as tho beginning of October (o.s.), rumours arose of a fresh 
expedition ot these nomads into Ardebil; and, further, this raid acquired a certain 
political character through the co-operation of the Knradughis, under the leadership of 
Rahim Khan, who is known in connection with the siege of Tnbreoz. The Shahsevans 
and Karadaghis were ostensibly advancing in defence of Mohammed Ali, the dethroned 
Shall, and with the intention of abolishing the Persian Constitution. In view of the 
alarm which was raised in Ardebil, the governor-general of Azerbaijan ordered tho 
well-known Sattar Khan to proceed from Tnbreoz to Ardebil with a column of his 
“dais. He was at the same time instructed to restore order in Ardebil and to tnko 
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measures for curbing the license of the local fedais, who for the most part come from 
the Caucasus. Upon his arrival at this town, Sattar first of all attempted to disarm 
and banish from the town all Caucasians, but this attempt met with no success. At 
the same time the Shahsevans and Karadaghis were approaching Ardebil, pillaging 
mercilessly the villages en route. The greater part of Sattar Khan’s fedais deserted 
their leader and returned to Tabreez. 

On the 12th (25th) October, Rahim Khan, with the Shahsevans, entered Ardebil 
itself and engaged in a fight with the few defenders of the town. Sattar Khan, with the 
governor, shut himself up in the citadel, leaving the town to its fate. Latest informa¬ 
tion is to the effect that Sattar Khan fled to Serab, half-way to Tabreez, where he is 
now, apparently, surrounded by Shahsevans who persistently demand his surrender. 

fn view of these events, which took place with extreme rapidity, the Persian 
(government ordered the dispatch of troops from Tabreez to Ardebil, and also two 
sotmas of Cossacks with machine guns from the Persian Cossack brigade. However 
tin; column was delayed in leaving Tabreez through lack of financial and military 
supplies, and the column from Tehran, owing to the distance, will probably not reach 
Ardebil for some time yet. 

At the same time the Russian consul at Ardebil has at his disposal only one sotnia of 
Cossacks with two machine guns, and in order to avoid the risk of splitting up this 
small force for the protection of the dwellings and offices of Russian subjects in various 
quarters of the town, the consul proposed that all Russian subjects should collect in 
one place under the protection of the consulate guard, leaving their property in their 
houses. I he Russian Minister in Tehran was to hold the Persian Government respon¬ 
sible lor the value of such property, as also for all losses generally suffered by Russian 
subjects. Simultaneously, the acting consul-general at Tabreez informed Rahim Khan 
that responsibility for the safely of Russian subjects is laid personally on him. The 
above-incut limed proposal of the vice-consul at Ardebil could not be carried out owing 
to the fact that the local inhabitants, fearing for their lives, hastened to conceal them¬ 
selves in the houses of Russian subjects, theroby preventing the latter from leaving 
their homes. At. the same time the Shahsevans and Karadaghis were hcavilv 
bombarding the citadel, situated next to our consulate, which was therefore in the 
sphere of lire. 

In view of such a situation, and of the undoubted danger threatening our vice- 
consul and Russian subjects, the Russian Government have taken measures for the 
.immediate reinforcement of the consulate guard at Ardebil by any portion of the troops 
in the adjoining military district of the Caucasus, as the arrival at Ardebil of any 
portion of the Russian columns at I'ubrecz or Kazvin would require much more time. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


r40900] No. 116. 

Sir A. Nieolmn lo -Hr Edward Grey.—(Received Noiwinner 8.) 

(No. olio.) 

t ’’ r ’ Si. Pclersburyli, November 4, 1609. 

I HA V1, tlit honour to report that the “ Novoe Vremya" mid “ Bourse Gazette” 
both publish to-ilny interegtiiij,' articles on the situation in Persia, of which tho following 
la a summary :— 6 

I ho “ Novoe \ rams observes that the official communique published yesterday 
(which 1 had the honour to forward in my despatch No. 593 of the 3rd November) 
will scarcely satisfy Russian public opinion. After the end of August (o.s.) when the 
Astam-Ardehil road was opened for a few caravans under escort of Russian Cossacks 
the Shahsevans retired into the depth of Persia, evidently imagining that the Russian 
troops had decided to put an end to their lawlessness. But the Russians preferred to 
rest on their cheaply earned laurels, and the Shahsevans, with their allies the Karudughis 
again appeared under Ardebil. Then, owing to the inability of the Persian Government 
to cope with tlm situation from lack of funds, Russian troops and the moral authority 

n Russia Imd to lie resorted to again. It was.. to the Persian Government 

that they would lie held responsible Ihr the inviolability of Russian subjects in Ardebil 
as they had already been warned of this by the Russian Minister. The Russian 
representatives have at once h.und two authorities whom they can make responsible 
tor any loss of Russian life or property, for the Russian consul at Tabreez has also 
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warned Rahim Khan. The Persian Government, however willing to meet the Russian 
representatives half-way, were helpless, while Rahim Khan answered by bombarding 
Ardebil. Only then did the Russian Government decide to despatch troops. Perhaps 
they will arrive in time, and perhaps they will only be in time to perform the funeral 
rites over Russian subjects who have fallen victims to a foreign quarrel, and be able to 
agitate for compensation for losses sustained by the survivors. It stands to reason 
that such a course of action is not in the true interests of Russia nor in accordance 
with her dignity and her rights in Persia. There is no doubt that the intentions of 
the Persian Government are excellent, but they are powerless, and it is useless to ask 
of them that which they cannot perform. One cannot demand the impossible. Common 
sense ridicules verbal and written representations under the present conditions. Russian 
subjects require that their lives and their property should he defended—not law-suits • 
after their death. Under these circumstances Russia must assume the responsibility 
for the entire protection of the lives of her subjects. The despatch of a small column 
to Tabreez and Kazvin immediately brought about a complete restoration of order and a 
return to normal conditions of life. The despatch of a force to Ardebil will have the 
same results. It is only to he regretted that this—the only sensible or possible decision— 
was not taken much earlier. 

Persia is passing through a tragic period of absolute anarchy, The authority of the 
Government exists but in name. There is a Shah, but his place is taken by a Regent. 
There is a Medjliss, hut as yet it has not met. There is a Senate, but there are only 
dark rumours as to its activities There is a pasteboard Government, but there is no 
real Government. We should make a great mistake if we were to act for Rahim Kahn 
against Kplirein, the bead of the police at Tehran, or for Ephrem against Rahim. But 
we should have fallen into an unpardonable error if we hud left Russian subjects to the 
mercy of fate. It is immaterial to us how the struggle between Ephrem and Rahim ends, 
but the fate of Russian subjects is far from being a matter of indifference. European 
representations about national sovereignty do not in any way apply to the conditions of 
Asiatic life, and the nominal Persian Government has no use except as a convenient 
address for diplomatic representations. It is not in a position to lie really answerable for 
its acts ; and whether we like it or not we must defend ourselves by such means as will 
guarantee the safety of Russians and oilier foreigners. We imagine that the order 
for the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Kazvin has been annulled in view of the 
fresh circumstances which have arisen. We hope that the consular guard at Ardebil 
will lie strengthened sufficiently to ensure that, brigandage and pillage shall cease 
automatically. We presume also that Persia and not Russia will have to defray the 
enormous expenses connected with the dispatch of more Russian columns for the 
purpose of restoring law and order and preventing the ruin of the Persian population. 
Circumstances are compelling us to take upon ourselves tho obligation of pacifying, if 
not administering the Persian provinces near the Russian frontier. This, however, does 
not mean that we ure bound to impose special taxes on the Russian peasant to defray 
the expenses of this civilising mission. The Russian troops will restore order in Persia, 
and it is evident that Persia is bound to take upon herself all expenses in this 
connection. 

According to tho “Bourse Gazette,” the ink of the communique announcing the 
withdrawal of Russian troops from Persia was scarcely dry when another official state¬ 
ment was published to the effect that Russian troops must la; dispatched from the 
Caucasus military district to Persia for the defence of Russian subjects. This, the 
journal observes, illustrates the deficiency of the information in the possession of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affaire respecting Persia, and also shows that further disagreeable 
surprises may be in store for us if Persia does not receive that assistance from outside of 
which she stands so sorely in need. In the present extraordinary state of affairs, 
Russia will always he obliged to send troops to any part of Persia near the Russian 
frontier where troubles may arise. It is humiliating that every step taken by Russian 
diplomatists is attentively followed in London, Benin, and Vienna, and a cry goes up 
from the Opposition press of those countries. If the Russian Government takes any 
steps for the protection of its representatives in any town in Persia the press in London 
gets restless, and in Berlin and Vienna it is trumpeted abroad that Russia is taking advan¬ 
tage of her agreement with England to occupy gradually the whole of northern Persia. 
As soon as they are withdrawn, they scarcely reach .the border before it is necessary 
to replace them by others. The game is both humiliating and expensive, and is likely 
to continue for some time, as Persia is far from being tranquil internally. The present 
Persian Government undoubtedly means well, but is helpless. The only real panacea is 
a loan to Persia on conditions which would ensure the guarantee of a foreign Govern- 
[1684] V 
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iT,tj n i'fi' h ! e t,mt . I ,p OV<,rnme,lt .to see ttmt the money was spent exclusively on 
view of the recent withdrawal of Russian troops from Kazvitg doubt Russia’s good ia’ith 

£ ipca tstsss 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[41423] v, U7 . 

(No. 191.) ^ G ' ti,mlay 10 S ‘ r Edward Grey. — {Received November 11.) 

Sir, 

ConsJdS'^ 

as representative of ldsfffajesty’s legation 0, ‘ '" 8 J0Ur " 8y Tehra " to Enzeli 

X have, &c. 

_G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosuro in No. 117 . 

Memorandum by Acting Vice-Consul Cowan. 

on instrl # >n8 ’ 1 “eompanicd the cx-Shah 

*sr ,e « aLi " J 

Govmmu^Jo.^^ 1 ™ f tl^Persian 

made investigations, as a result <>f whioh ;t ‘ 1 e=,aton ’ ikrussow, immediately 

..- lT ».».rir, iiL’iCs ite < asrt t “a,-,“ri;.. r* 

rt#t.tt£S’i“r«! *f£r«2s,SteBK 

unitiuiiis while la- telegraphed' for mi I'V r<k ' r ‘-<< to give up their 

action, much to the annoyance of M 4 * ,S ,‘ l * m, ‘ confirmed M. Bamnovvski’s 

the road for “he 28?trereX v I Z T"* "\-° E, “t Their '«**«* « clearing 
uri \iny thorough, even if somewhat ovarbaurmir b 

P 1 En “ l1 il w “ docidod t0 give the ex-SImh a preliminary taste of 
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sailing before finally embarking him. Accordingly on the 29th September a short visit 
was paid to the “ Skobeleff,” the ship upon which His ex-Majesty was to travel. He 
was very much afraid, and clung hard to Captain Khobaieff and M. Nikrassow. The 
next day, however, he was full of courage and encouraged the Queen, though he still 
clutched Captain Khobaieff by the arm. He departed finally on the 30th September 
at 3-45 P.M. 

Amir Bahadur and those with him had lefton the preceding njght. Amir Bahadur, 
though outwardly cheerful, was hurt on nccount of the little notice which the ex-Slmh 
took of him. Indeed, ho hardly spoke a word to him during the whole journey. 

In conclusion, I should like to express my high appreciation of my Russian 
colleague, M. Nikrassow, who acted throughout with a straightforwardness and loyalty 
which left nothing to be desired. 

N. P. COWAN. 


[409941 No. 118. 

Sir 0. liarcluy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 

(No. 193. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tehran, October 18, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, with reference to my telegram No. 745 of the 
1st October, copy of an interesting despatch from Mr. Acting Consul-General Smart on 
the subject of German activity in Azerbaijan. I have read this despatch with certain 
omissions to my Russian colleague, who said he entirely agreed with Mr. .Smart as to the 
shortcomings of the representatives of the Russian trading houses at Tabreez, and that he 
had already reported that hotter men were needed to combat German competition. 

M. Poklewsky had already received from his consul-general intelligence of the 
spinning factory to he worked hv German engineers, and had spoken to Count Quadt 
on this subject and regarding the Urmia Lake Navigation enterprise. Count Quadt 
appeared to be unfamiliar with these matters, but said that he knew that Herr 
Schfinemann, the German consular agent at Tabreez, was a mnu of much commercial 
activity. 

M. poklewsky is fully alive to the importance of preventing German participation 
in Imam Kuli Mima's Urmia Lake Navigation concession. I reported in my telegram 
No. 70(5 of the 31st August that Mr. Stevens had written to Imam Kuli Mirza at 
Sujhulak in regard to his alleged intention of associating Germans in the enterprise 
provided he failed to obtain the co-operation of Mr. Stevens. Imam Kuli Mirza replied 
in evnsive terms, and Mr. Smart tells mu that, the German consular agent has announced 
his intention of going to Sujhulak at an early date. It is not unlikely that this is for 
the purpose of negotiating with Imam Knit Mirza, and it thus behoves the Russian 
Road Company to come to terms with the latter without delay. Unfortunately the 
company is reluctant to allow the participation of M r. Stevens even as paid manager, 
and it is more than doubtful whether without Mr. Stevens’ co-operation in some 
form or another Imam Kuli Mirza will admit the Russians to any share of the enter¬ 
prise. Should the road company manager and the secretary of tin- Russian consulate- 
general, whose mission to Sujhulak was reported in my telegram No. 745 of the 1st 
October, fail to come to an arrangement with Imam Kuli Mirza, M. Poklewsky will lie 
prepared to recommend that the company should compromise by the admission of 
Mr. Stevens in such form ns to render Russian participation acceptable to Imam Kuli 
Mirza. 

I have, &e. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 118. 

Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Ihirclaii. 

(No. 31.) 

Sir, Tabreez, October 3, 1(109. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 190 of the 30th ultimo, 1 have the honour to 
submit the following report on German activity in Azerbaijan 

In the spring of 1908 a Tabreez merchant, Agha Rahim Kuzvinli, went to Berlin to 
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negotiate the purchase of machinery lor a cotton-spinning factory at Tabreez. He 
fanally effected the purchase, through the Berlin firm of Jordan and Berber on very 
advantageous terms. The purchase-money was deposited in the Deutsche Bank, and it 
was stipulated in the contract that the money should not be paid over before the factory 
had been installed at Tabreez for six months and worked satisfactorily. The German 
company, moreover, undertook to make arrangements for repairing the machinery when 
necessary, tin- cost of such re airs to be paid by Agha Rahim. ' This business o! repairs 
was entrusted to the new German company just formed here by MM. Schunemann 
and Mossig. and the necessary machinery is being supplied gratis. 

1 l*o ground Cor the cotton-spinning factory has already been purchased and the 
building is being erected. German engineers are to work the" factory, but Agha Rahim 
denies that any- German c.ipital is invested in the concern. The initial outlay of this 
enterprise is lairly heavy. 1 know that £ T. 3(1,000 were remitted to Agha Kali'im when 
lit rtein,i. lint I do not know how much of that money was spent on the machinery. 

I In- prospects ,,| a cotton-spinning factory in Tahreez do not seem very bright, as there 
IS not enough cotton in Azerbaijan. Reslit or Kazvin would seem to lie more ai.nro- 
priiite places for such an enterprise. The large capital expenditure and the commercial 
risks Oi such an enterprise, combined witl, the very favourable terms granted to A.dia 
liuliim, have aroused suspicions that German support is behind the business. 

Aglia Rabun is also importing from Germany 5,000 Mauser rillcs, which, owing to 
Some slight delect, he was ,,1,1,. to buy very cheap. He obtained duty-free trmisit 
passe- through Russia lor this consignment and for the niacllitierv. The rifles were 
apparently intern led tor the lam Shah, which perhaps explains the facilities accorded by 
tin* Russian Government. Hut l a... at a lo>s to understand why the Russian Govern¬ 
ment should have accorded facilities for the passage in transit of the machinery. 

I understand that the Russian customs duties remitted amounted to 4o,000 roubles 
Agha Rahim went f.. St. Peterslmrgh and arranged the matter through the Persian 
. I mister, wit h the help of Saad-ed*Dowleh, then Foreign Minister. Bath consignments 
were also exempted from Persian customs dues. 

1 he ( ompHgnie allcmande, formed by M M. Scliilnemann and Mossig, both Germans 
is a mysterious business. Besides undertaking the repairs of Agha Rahims cotton- 
spinning machinery it proposes to manufacture tools and buttons, and even to build 
light emit for the Urn 11 hake. It is also the transport agenev in Tahreez for the 
Deutsche Levant Lime, and it has installed a dispensary. There is obviouslv very close 
connection between tins eompanv and Agha Rahim’s business, and it is suspected that 
a gun factory is contemplated. [ have been unable to obtain any proof confirming this 
suspicion. I lie nominal capital of the Compagnie allemande is 28,000 tomans, divided 
into 28 shares of 1,000 tomans each ; of these, MM. So Run email n and Mossig hold 7. 
and 21 Persians each hold I share. The Persian shareholders, who have already 
subscribed 250 tomans each of their respective shares, are on the whole sound traders. 
S.meoi these l ersiu.i share!.older* have approached the governor-general with a view 
t<> obtaining tie* concession ol the road to the Urmi Lake via Mttn.gfia. I do not know 
whether M. SchUuemann has anything to do with this proposal. The governor-general 
throw cold water on the scheme. • ® 

lhcre are at present three engineers, one Austrian, and two Germans, and others 
are expected. I do not know how they will he divided up 1 x 3 tween the two concerns. 

1 lie icrniaus are, undoubtedly, coveting the Urmi Like Navigation Concession. 

I he German consular agent is, 1 think, working to secure German partnership with 
I man kuli, or. tailing that, to get the concession transferred from Imam Kuli to a 
nominally lersiun ( ompuny. hacked to some extent by German capital and stalled by 
Germans. 1 he German engineer, who runs the one vessel now on tiie lake, serves as 
a useful agent for Mr. Schunemann. 

The Guru,an legation lias transmitted to Mr. Schunemann, a German decoration, 
the Inst ola-vs ol the Ivroiumorden, for presentation to Mukhber-es-Saltaneh. The 
governor-general informed me that this decoration was accorded two vears ago in 

connection with the Get. Bank negotiations, but tlmt. for various' reasons tin, 

presentation had b,H-„ deferred until now. II,. is much ,■ml,arussed and wants to 

avoid ,1m honour „„|««,Un him. To oaii, ,i„„., I„. informed Mr. Schilnei,.. 

that he ™„„ot receive Inin diinng Uinnaza,,. Mukliber-es-Sultanol, onvo most 

imsitiv,. iisstimtices that hr ...1 not hr a party to Gornmn intrigues;- He said that 

hr was aw in not thr lolly of a pru-Gemiiui [,ohm, tlmt Germanv could not protect Persia 
against Russia, that JVr.ua s only hope lay in clinging to Ki.glund and Russia, lie is 
Ol thr opinion that (irrliianv woiild only seek to create an interest in Persia to Imrter 
it ovontiially will, Lngland and Russia for advantages elsewhere, lie said, however, 
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that he did not attach much importance to the German danger. He assured me that, 
when he was in Berlin, Baron von Rosen, who is a personal friend of his, had told him 
explicitly that Germany had not enough interests in this part of Asia to make it 
worth her while to quarrel with other Powers about Persia, and that Persia must 
cling to England and Russia. 1 think Mukhber-es-Snltaneh, in spite of his previous 
pro-German record, is sincere in this case. He has learnt much during his year of 
exile. 

Some surprise has been caused by the fact that the Germans should show so much 
nterest in this part of Persia. 1 venture to submit the following general considerations 
with a view to showing that, apart from the purely j>olitical aspect of the quest ion, 
there is now in Azerbaijan an almost natural opening for the Germans. 

There are two. elements in the population here which can he utilised by the 
Germans. Firstly, there are the pro-German nat ionalists, of whom Sikat-ul-Islam, the 
only Mujtehid now in Tabreez, is the leading spirit. The Germans, by exploiting anti- 
Russian feeling, can enlist the sympathies of this section, and they Have already done 
some work in this direction. Secondly, there are the genuine traders, who have no 
special political bias, but seek merely material advantages. This class may constitute a 
much more serious danger. 

It must be liorue in mind that the Persians are now naturally requiring foreign 
assistance for their enterprises, not so much in capital as in commercial and technical 
experience. Without a doubt they would prefer to associate Englishmen with them¬ 
selves, but that is now out of the question in Azerbaijan. The traditional Persian 
idea that the French are very pleasant people, but not to he taken seriously, renders 
them averse to seeking assistance in France. They will not work witli the Russians, in 
whom they have no confidence whatever. Therefore, by an almost natural process of 
exhaustion they turn to the Germans. Agha Rahim Kazvinli whose commercial credit 
is excellent, belongs to this second class. 

'I’he English, with the immense moral influence they now enjoy in Azerbaijan, and 
their high commercial reputation, could, but for the Anglo-Russian agreement, with 
comparative- ease drive the Germans out. But, with the existence of the agreement, 
the task of resisting the Germans devolves on the Russians. Ii must he confessed that 
the Russians are very badly organised to meet German competition. In the south 
German pioneers have to struggle against some English business men, who are not 
disliked by the natives and who work in harmony with their consuls. Here the 
situation is quite different. The Russians are disliked and distrusted by all classes, not 
only by the Nationalists, but by the genuine merchants, who have suffered much at the 
hands of Russian merchants and officials. Moreover, the Russians here are in no sense 
of the word business men, and they are disunited. The consulate-general, the bank, and 
the road company, generally act independently of one another, often against one another. 
As a typical instance of this incoherence, 1 may mention that Mr. Miller learnt from me 
first that the read company had been negotiating with Imam Kuli Mirza regarding the 
Urmi Lake navigation. Of course the natural advantages of Russia are such as to 
ensure her commercial predominance in Azerbaijan, hut, unless her men on the spot 
alter their methods, she may eventually find Germany a thorn in her side. At preseut 
they do not seem to attach much importance to the danger. 

Another pro-German influence to be reckoned with is Turkey. Probably the Turks 
would like to see a strong German interest established in Azerbaijan as a barrier to 
Russian penetration. For instance, in view of their forward policy around Urmi, it 
must lx; a question of vital importance to them that the lake should not lxi under 
Russian control. Presumably, therefore, the Turks would he very glad to see the 
Germans established on the lake. 

The foregoing remarks are not intended to apply so much to the actual cases 
before us as to the more remote question of the possibility of German penetration in 
Azerbaijan. It may lx* that their present activity is only spasmodic and not part of a 
definite campaign. The most hopeful feature is the important, part the German 
consular agent appears to bo playing in this activity. The Germans have now to bo 
weighed by the natives in the balances in which the Germans wore found wanting. 
M. Schunemann, in the long run, is not likely to inspire the natives with much confi¬ 
dence in German methods. Moreover, it is difficult to take M. Schunemann and his 
friends seriously, and it has yet to he shown that anything more earnest is behind these 
rather crude enterprises. However, whether these enterprises are destined to collapse 
or not it would he unwise to leave them unheeded. A serious effort made now would 
effectively prevent the Germans from gaining a footing here, if such is their intention. 
1 doubt, however, whether the Russiuns are capable of such an effort. If the German 
[los-i] Z 
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danger uv-cr becomes a reality in this part of the Russian sphere, it is not unlikely 
competitors US8 ' aDS ^ COmpelled to turn to us for h e>P to resist their energetic 

I have, &c. 

W. A. SMART. 


[40969] No. 119. 

... ®' r A ■ Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November S ) 

(No. 475.) v 

(lelegniphic.^ En clair. St. Petersburg, November 8, 1909. 

Information has reached hero that the Shahsevans have plundered a great number 
of houses and shops, of which many belong to Russian subjects, but that they have as 
yet not attacked the consulate. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 


[41256] No. 120. 

... , Sir A - Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 9.) 

(No. 478.) ‘ 

(1 clegraphim) P. St. Petersburgb, November 9, 1909. 

I.IVYrd', see my telegram No. 473 of the 5th instant: Advance to Persian 
bovernment. 

I learn to-day that the Russian Government are prepared to participate in the 
advance to the I oreian Government, and that the Russian Minister at Tehran has 
already been instructed in that sense. Instructions have been sent to him at the same 
•« ohtat" the concession Ui the Road Company of the navigation on bike 

• 1 1 m 11 ! 1 ( rom Isvolsk >’ that, as at present, proposed, Mr. Stevens will be 
indemnified when the concession is granted. 


[41257J No. 121. 

,, Sir A ‘ Nicolson to Sir Edward Greg. (Received November 9.) 

(No. 1/0.) ’ 

(1 olographic.) P. .St. Petersburgh, November 9, 1909. 

Ills reinforcements for Ardebil have arrived.. 1 gather that no action is to bo 
taken against the Shahsevans, as no Russian lives have been lost, though Russian 
interests siilTered during the pillage. The Russian force will preserve order in the 
town, anil il the 1 ersiau troops arrive no lighting will be allowed in the town, though, 
tun "donned bv M. Isvolsky, they may light the Shahsevans anywhere olse. Hi s 
l.xee loncy also told me that liiihim Khan, who had reached Sarah, had proclaimed his 
niton ion of marching on I ehran with a force of Karadaghis and Shahsevans combined. 

said could only consider this an empty throat. M. Isvolsky admitted that it might 
be SO, hm Rahim khan would perhaps follow the example of the Unkhtiaris, nndfiu 
these uiuunstaiiees, a withdrawal ol the Russian forces garrisoning Kazvin would be 
uiisare. lies latter^announcement, which is due, 1 think, to press attacks on the 
Russian Government s weak and temporising policy, is annoying. 


[413681 No. 122. 

/AT v Sir G ' li(,rcla !> to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 773.) ' 

tTeicgraphic.) P. / eliran, November 10,1909. 

' 1 V‘, tV1 norl - v ll "' m , ovl “« -Pint in tl„. sipnhdar's force, left Tehran some time 
agoforArde .il in command. Minister fur I’oreigu Affairs informs me of nationalist 
vo linteers uho, with 1 ersians.t ossaeks.and Hakhliaris, form a good mieleus'of a force 
of an expedition of 1,600 men, with two Maxims and four guns. 
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[41256J No. 123. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. liar clay. 

(No. ISO.) y 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 10, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Russian Government have informed Imperial Rank of Persia of their concurrence. 
Reference is to your telegram No. 708 of the 4th Novomber and telegram No. 478 
of the 9th November from Sir A. Nicolson. 


[41384] No. 124. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 

(No. 599.) v ' 

7 St. Petcrsburgh, November 8, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of an article in the semi¬ 
official paper, the “ Rossia,” relative to the situation in Persia, and to the measures 
which have recently been taken by the Russian Government. Among other observa¬ 
tions the “Rossia” calls attention to the fact that the withdrawal of the Russian 
column from Kazvin has only l>een decided on in principle, and that, “ in accordance 
with the course of events, the realisation of this measure can be postponed." I do not 
doubt that, unless some exceptional event occurs, the column svill lie withdrawn in 
accordance with what M. Isvolsky was good enough to inform this embassy, and also 
with what was officially published in the press. Moreover, as is justly argued in the 
article, “ the presence ol the Russian troops at Kazvin cannot have any influence 
whatever on events in other parts of Persia, such ns Khorossan, Astrulwid, or 
Ardebil.” 

I have. &e. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 124. 

Extract from the “ Rossia ” or October 25 (November 7), 1909. 

(Translation.) 

EVENTS at Ardebil and the dispatch of troops thither for the defence of the 
Russian vice-consulate and Russian subjects have been widely commented on by all 
shades of the press, and comment is often made at the same time on the decision of the 
Government, ns announced in the papers, to recall the greater part of the troops which 
were sent to Kazvin last summer to assist Russians and other foreigners in Telirau in 
the event of the arrival of the Nationalists and Bakhtiuris causing disorders, and thus 
endangering the European colony. Some papers see in these two facts a contradiction, 
and accuse the Government of inconsistency and wavering in their Persian policy. All 
such deductions are evidently based on a misunderstanding. 

Owing to the almost complete absence in Persia of convenient lines of communi¬ 
cation, separate parts of the country are to a great extent distinct in themselves ; and 
the sphere of action of a column situated in any one region is perforce restricted to a 
somewhat inconsiderable radius within that region. Consequently it is well known to 
every Persian that the presence of Russian troops in Kazvin or Tabreoz cannot have 
any influence whatever in other parts of Persia, such as Khomssan, Astra had, or 
Ardebil. 1'or the same reason every Russian column dispa to lied to Persia is entrusted 
with special tasks in connection with the locality to which it is sent. Thus the 
lahreez column had for its direct object the opening up office communication along our 
Julfa labrcez road, and the guaranteeing of the carriage of supplies for KussiauiT and 
Europeans living in Tahrcez, which was at that time Ijcsiegeu by tile troops of the 
ex-Shah. Again, the Kazvin column was destined to safeguard traffic along the 
Enzeli Tehran road, and if necessity should arise to march on Tehran for the defence of 
tin* European colony. Rut it is impossible to maintain that the continued presence of 
our troops in Kazvin could have averted the advance of the Shahsevans and Karadaghis 
on Ardel.il, inasmuch as tin* road from Kazvin to, Ardebil passes across mountains, and 
no considerable military force marching along it could have reached its destination 
within less than a fortnight. 
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Tlie recall of each separate column from Persia, in part or in loto, obviously 
depends on the situation in the particular pjtrt of the country where it is stationed ; 
am! it the Russian Government after a detailed discussion of the question at a special 
meeting of Ministers (including the Minister of War) decide that circumstances render 
t he maintenance of troops in this or that part of Persia superfluous, it is undoubtedly right 
that those troops should he recalled—more especially as the climatic conditions in Persia 
frequently affect the health of the men, besides which such expeditions take the troops 
awiiv tram their regular drill, disorganise to some extent the military district of the 
Caucasus from which they are drawn, Ac. Moreover, according to our "information, the 
recall of the kazvin column 1ms been decided on in principle only, and lias not yet been 
put into eilect. It is evident that the realisation of this measure can be postponed, if 
the course ot events requires it. It does not by any means follow from what we have 
said above that the Government, while recalling one force, could not he convinced at the 
sains time that the despatch of a fresh column to another part of Persia was necessitated 
by a change m tho situation. 

It may also be asked hew far the despatch q£our troops to Ardebil is evoked by 
necessity. In tlm “ Novne Vreinya" apparently M. Menshikow denies this necessity, 
and considers our iictioii constitutes, on tin; one hand, interference in the internal- 
atlaim ol lersia on Ixihalf of the constitutional partv, for the Bliahsevans are far from 
iHMilg brigands, but are rather devoted servants of the hx-Sliali, Hglitiim against the 
present state ol affairs in Persia, and that, on the other hand, there are no genuine 
Russian subjects in Ardebil, and the vice-consulate has only itself to blame tor damage, 
III that it has established itself next to the citadel close to the shells of the 
belligerents. 

1 here is much that is inaccurate in M. Menshikow’s information about the 
hlmliseyttiis. Him tribe has for a long time past paid hut scanty recognition to the 
t crsinn Government, and lias at the same time caused us much trouble by its constant 
rants ami pillaging along our frontier posts and settlements. The authorities in the 
uu<*asus Inivi* an endless list of acts of violent* awl pillage committed by them in the 
iron tier region. \\ e remember, amongst others, that no further luck than last year a 
capt.iin ot the iron tier guard was killed, after which an entire punitive expedition was 
equipped against them, but even this did not prevent the repetition of the raids as 
soon as the column was withdraw from the frontier. During this year the catalogue of 
t ie.se raids has he.-n added to by a whole series of fresh skirmishes with our frontier 
guards, and with excursions for the purpose of driving cattle away from our settle¬ 
ments, Sc. Hie .statement that the Nhahsevans took any part in the siege of Tnbreez 
IS also lint rile. 1 herb were no representatives of this tribe with the Shah's forces 
round lalireez. Only the kurudaghis were there under the leadership of Rahim Khan. 
Dp 111 now the Shalisevniis have only taken advantage of the absolute helplessness of 
the 1 eisiuti Government to plunder unpunished the peaceful population of the Ardebil 
district winch they also did continually during the reign of Mohammed Ali. To what 
extent their present aotion is actuated by ideals may best he judged by the fact that, 
having gamed possession of Ardebil, they immediately began to pillage and burn not 
only tlie town itsell, hut its environs. Wo do not know either whence M. Menshikow 
tins obtained the information that in Ardebil there are only u group of Tartars 
Armenians,.and Persians with very doubtful Russian passports. We have information 
showing that It is estimated that there are some sixty persons who, even if they 
are lor the most part Armenians, Tartars, and Caucasian Persians, are undoubtedly 
Russian subjects in this town. As regards the vice-consulate, it must lie pointed out 
that hem the date ol its institution it lias not changed its quarters, and when the 
site was chosen it was scnroelv possible to foresee nil possible events of the future. 

I he desire to avoid mtorleronce in the internal struggle of Persian parties remains, 
as heretofore, the fundamental principle of the Russian Government; hut, on the other 
hnud, the Russian Government not only have the right hut are directly bound to take 
all possible measures lor the safety of their missions and subjects in Persia when tho 
1 eramn Government are themselves powerless to effect this. If the arrival of tlie 
ItusBiaiii troops results, ns it did in Tnbreoz, in tlie creation of a situation favourable to 
this or that party, there is no foundation for tho supposition that this is due to some 
hidden nun ol the Russian Government. A punitive expedition against the Shuhsevens 
Should they dare to make any attempt on the life of the Russian vice-consul or of 
subjects in Ardebil, can scarcely he called intervention in the struggle between 
political parties in Persia. bh 
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[41425 1 So. 125. 

Sit G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Sovember 11.) 

(No. 194.) 

Sir, Tehran, October 20, 1909. 

WITH reference to Sir C. Spring Rice’s despatch No. 175 of the 12th August, 1907, 
respecting tlie concession of the Deutsche Orient Rank, a copy of which was therein 
enclosed, 1 am informed by the Gorman Legation that article 8 fixed the period of two 
years within which the bank should open, and not three as stated in the despatch 
above referred to and its enclosure. 

As the Deutsche Orient Bank has not opened an office in Tehran, the concession 
lapsed, in accordance with article 8, on the 24th July last. 

The German Legation endeavoured at the time to obtain its prolongation, but I 
understand that this was found impossible, owing to the unsettled state of affairs. 
Though the German Minister might, during May or June last, have obtained from 
Saud-ed-Dowleli, then Minister for Foreign Affairs, a prolongation of the concession 
subject to tin* subsequent ratification by the Medjliss, just as we did in the case of the 
Arabistan Telegraph Convention, I understand that this was not done. The German 
Minister will, however, 1 believe, endeavour to obtain a renewal of the concession when 
the Medjliss meets, and no doubt will employ for this purpose Mirza Reza Khan, who 
has been rnunshi of his legation for some twenty years, and who now, when he is 
retiring on a pension, has been elected a deputy. Mirza Reza Khan's son, Mirza 
Hasson Khan, who knows German very well, is about, to be appointed legation rnunshi, 
to succeed his father, who becomes a Member of Parliament. 

Dr. Hesse, the German dragoman, told Mr. Churchill that tho Deutsche Bank 
concession was looked upon as Herr Steinrich's child, and as the ex-German Minister 
at Tehran now in the German Foreign Oflice, took a paternal interest in his offspring, 
an attempt would be made to keep it alive, but as there was practically nothing in it 
which really amounted to a concession, the German Bank could, when they liked, open 
a branch at Tehran without it. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[41427] No. 120. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received. November 11.) 

(No. 190.) 

Sir, ^ Tehran, October 20, 3909. 

WTIII reference to your despatch No. 138 of the 18th ultimo, I have the honour 
to state that I had already received from His Majesty’s consul-general at Btishire copy 
of his despatch No. 12, Commercial, of the 4th August last to you, regarding the 
facilities accorded to the Anglo-l’ersian Oil Company for the dispatch of telegrams 
between their London offices and their representatives in Arabistan. 

It is clear, as Lieutenant Wilson points out, that other British firms would have 
just cause for protest against tin? privilege enjoyed by the oil company were the 
present telegraphic facilities granted to them indefinitely, but as, if the Assembly 
ratifies the recent agreement, the talcing over of the Arabistan lines by the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department will afford a convenient opportunity for the withdrawal 
of this privilege, I agree with Major Cox in thinking that the present arrangement may 
be allowed to continue for tho moment. 1 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[41428] No. 127. 

Sir G. Ban lay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 

(No. 197.) 

Sir, ^ ^ Tehran , October 23, 1909. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 135-of the 10th September respecting the 
Bakhtiari Klmns and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 1 have the honour to transmit 
[1084] 2 A 
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herewith copy of a despatch which I have addressed to Mis Majesty’s consul at Ahwass 
on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Iuclosure in No. 127. 

Sir G. Barclay to Lieutenant Rankina. 

(No. 3.) J 

®* r » Tehran, October 23, 1909. 

M I Til reference to my telegram No. 29 of the lGth August, I have now to forward 
to you copy of an authoritative .statement from the Anglo-l’ersian Oil Company as to 
the position of the Bakhtiari khans as regards the shares to which they are entitled in 
companies formed for the exploitation of the oil deposits in their country. 0 

As far ns I am able to judge, this statement appears to bo satisfactory from the 
point of view of the khans’interest, all the more so as I understand that the second 
alternative rendering of the article fixing the extent of participation of the klmns in 
the profits of the enterprise is the more correct of the two. 

1 should be glad to know if you concur in this view, and 1 think it would be well 
if the manager were advised to make the position clear to the khans, who may well 
have been led into error by the manager’s previous statement. 

I have, &e. 

Ci. BARCLAY. 


[41429 1 No. 12S. 

... , Sir 6 - li " rcl «y ‘0 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 

(No. 198.) 

T , , Tehran, October 25, 1909. 

I 11A \ It the honour to acknowledge receipt of your telegram No. 471 of the 
20th instant. 

I entirely share your views that to take measures to bring about the convocation of 
a I ersian henate to counterbalance the influence of the Assembly would constitute an 
undue interference in the internal album of l’ersia. 

I presume that the Russian Government would argue that the constitution 
prescribes the institution ot a Senate, and that intervention with a view to the 
observance of the prescriptions of the constitution is no more than the corollary to our 
representations in the past in favour of the restoration of a ujnstitutionaf rtSginio. 

I Ins argument does not, in my opinion, hear investigation. Apart from the fact that 
it was only with some reluctance that His Majesty’s Government joined in these 
representations, we were careful to abstain from recommending ally particular form of 
constitution, and, moreover, it is nowhere laid down in the organic law that a Senate 
must lie appointed at once. Indeed article 17 clearly contemplates a period during 
which I arliament wall consist ol only one Chamber. Besides this, such departure from 
our policy of non-intervention as was involved by our representations for the restoration 
of ( onstitutiona Government was justified by the knowledge that while Mohammed Ali 
ruled as an absolute monarch the country was falling into a state when intervention of 
a more drastic kind would have been unavoidable. Persia's salvation does not depend 
to-day on the institution of a Senate, and 1 should be loath to press’ upon the Persian 
Government a measure of such doubtful utility. 

i ('i • . cl d> judge the leading Nationalists, as distinguished from the Cabinet 

which 1 Mievc IS III Its favour, are opposed to a second (Ilium her for the present, and I 
am inclined to share their view. (fpiiiious may differ as to whether in any circumstances 
l arliiimentary Government in Persia will prove a success, but there can, I think, lie 
little doubt that tor the moment the simpler its Ibrni the better will be its chance, and 
that it. Would lw unwise at present to complicate the parliamentary machinery by the 
institution ol a second < handier, which in the circumstances of to-day is not. likvlv to 
he in harmony with the popular Assembly. It would almost certainly be composed in 
great part ol men imbued with the corrupt ideas of the late regime. As you are aware, 


• Aiiido-Persian Oil Compon}-, !‘*|>iiwl»r 3, ls|)» (o,.cloned in Rirehni (Jttirc dannlcli No. :tlO 
«*f tin* lOtli September, 
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the Senate contemplated by the organic law was to be composed of thirty members 
appointed by the Crown and thirty elected by the nation. The Regent is already 
criticised for having gathered round the young Shah a large number ot the very same 
persons who held offices at Court under Mahommed Ali, and this may Ixj taken as an 
index of the class from which he would select his thirty nominees. But apart from the 
Regent's particular views, the dearth of enlightened men is so great that it would be 
difficult to fill the Senate with any hut members of the class which has monopolised 
Government offices in the past, and it is pretty certain that these would bo opposed to 
any reform. Once given a Senate in opposition to the Assembly, every discontented 
man—and reforms, especially financial, will make many such- will find the Senate a 
centre from which intrigue to hamper the Assembly can easily be started. 

1 have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[41430] No. 129. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 

(No. L99.) 

Sir, Tehran, October 25, 1909. 

IN accordance with the instructions contained in your despatch No. 112 of the 
2Gth .July, 1 have the honour to transmit a translation prepared by Abbas Kuli Khan 
and Mr. Churchill of the agreement of the 15th November, 1905, entered into on 
behalf of Mr. D’Arcy with the Bakhtiari khans, a translation of which, prepared by II is 
Majesty’s consulate-general at Ispahan, was enclosed in Mr. Grant Duffs despatch 
No. 267, Confidential, of the 20th December, 1905. 

It will be seen by comparing the two translations that there are a great many 
discrepancies, which are attributed by my Oriental stuff to the fact that the initiation 
made in Ispahan at th * time is <piite obviously a very free translation, whereas the 
present translation is us literal as possible. 

In my despatches Nos. 148 and 173 of the 29th July and 18tl» September 
respectively I mentioned Mr. Rankings view that under the terms of the convention 
the Bakhtiari khans were entitled to 3 per cent, of the issued share capital not only in 
companies formed for the exploitation of oil in the Bakhtiari country, but also in 
companies formed for the exploitation of oil in other parts of Persia. Whether the 
English text as prepared for Mr. Grant Duff warranted this view has always seemed 
to me more than doubtful, hut it is quite clear from the translation now made by 
Abbas Kuli Khan and Mr. Churchill that the Persian text does not admit of such an 
interpretation. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 129. 

Agreement between Mr. D'Arcy and Bakhtiari Khans. 

In the name of (i<xl the All-Merciful, the All-Corn passionate. 

(Translation.) 

THIS is a contract between two parties, the one party being Mr. D'Arcy and tin 
associates in the concessions company, and the other party the Bakhtiari klmns, in 
accordance with the following six articles:— 

Article l. During the five years the associates of the company have the right to 
make all kinds of experiments, all kinds of actual investigations, and I to use their] 
authority, and enquiries, in order to discover petroleum and to make roads, paths, pipe 
fines for this work, and to build all they find necessary and desirable, and also to build 
houses, and to obtain and use whatever they consider necessary, [such ns] effects, 
instruments, &<*. Whatever land is reauired by the associates for this purpose will he 
given by the Bakhtiari klmns, and land for the purjtose of building houses for people, 
whatever required, whether the land lie cultivated, and watered by irrigation or rain, 
t he associates of the company will pay the fair price of the (lay for the same. Wherever 
buildings, residences, ami houses are built two towers should also In* built near by, in 
each of which ten guards should live. Should there arise any difference regarding the 
fair price, a reference is to Ik? made in order to fix the fair price to the British vice- 
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consul at Mohammemh and to the governor of the camp, who must be appointed by 
the khans m accordance with article 4. For these purposes and for the roacl guards and! 
the guards for the houses and effects, &c., and every kind of vigilance for the people 
who are seeking and boring wells, and for all the staff and workmen who are required 
tor these purposes by the associates of the company, for the protection of the staff of 
the company, ami houses, and effects, and roads, &c., nnd to give assistance to the 
associates of the company in order to obtain and facilitate their object the khans will 
have the right to receive 2,000/. a-yenr. 

I his contract is in force for any period the associates of the company desire to work 
in the Baklitian country, and if before five years the associates of the company did not 
\msIi to work, the khans have not the right to claim the above-mentioned sum, and 
as long as they are at work to obtain the above-mentioned sum every three 
months m advance. The first instalment of 500/ will he paid after the signature of the 
contract, and in return for the sums which the khans will receive they are responsible 
for any robbery which is committed or loss or damage which may be incurred through 
tin- mklitian tribe, &c M in the Bakhtiari country, by the persons and staff of the 
company, to the houses, machinery, roads, effects, and property of the camp and 
stall &c. ; so that tin- khans will he liable for the payment of all losses which occur in 
link lit mri territory, fhe agent of the company must keep cash in an iron box so that 
,8 ., r [A ,e r from danger, lherefbre they must appoint proper guards with great care 
oi t, ie high loads and for the roads which will be made, and also for persons and 
bouses, tor plant and for machinery, for the property and effects, &c. Before the 
imling ol petroleum the khans will establish two camps of guards for the above- 
mentioned protection at. two points to be selected by the agents of the company. \s 
soon as petroleum is found the khans are to establish any number of camps of guards as 
secur'-d Ut VanoUH I ,omt - s » so fc hat ' ,l any case the above-mentioned protection is 

Art. 2. II the petroleum sought after by the associates of the company should be 
iound in tBakhtiari country and if they should desire to refine the petroleum and 
to timli- in it the two parties accept and agree to carry out the conditions mentioned in 
arlidi- up to t|»e expiration ol the term of the company's concession, and in this case 
the associates » the company agree that after the pipelines for petroleum have been 
rontfructol and petroleum will paw the pipes they should pay every year 

(ii.i).. over and above tba above-mentioned sum, which makes a total of 81€OOA payable 
auailurly m advance, for the,' protection of the roads, pipe-line roads, for the pipes, for 
be n.-tmb-"" 1 flowing through the pipes, for houses, persons, staff, and effects in the 
Bakhtiari country and the property of the khans. Furthermore also, after the formation 
,, ■!?,', 'I', 11 "' country and the flowing of petroleum through the pipes, 

tin* Bakhtiari khans will he given three shares out of every hundred shares of tlio 
on nmry [public] shares ol every petroleum company or companies formed in the 
ljukhtiari country and the cost of the three shares of such company will not be 
thoThree^ires 0 ^ ‘ U '‘ 8 ’ “" d the y l tllu company] have not the right to claim the value of 

Art. :t. The associates of the company agree that should the petroleum wells 
which have been constructed and are being used by the Bakhtiari khans be in 
g. in la damaged, rendered unworkable, or the cause of loss to the Bakhtiari khans 
'rough the Operations of the associates of the company, they will give satisfaction 
to the khans lor this kind of loss ; and should there arise between the two parties in 
tins respect any difierence, it should Is- referred to the British consul-general at Ispahan 
to act as arbitrator m removing the difierence. 1 

^ ll - *• lilt ' ^‘khtiari khans imist appoint a special and particular governor and chief 

at the camps lor the camps ol guards and Persian workmen, for facilitating and carrying 
out the objects ol the associates of the company. Whichever of the guards, staff 
oi oisiau workmen should not give satisfaction m his duties will, at the indication of 
the company s agent, lie punished and forced to work ; and further, they will not allow 
any dispute to arise among them or that they transgress in their duties or delay and 
in case of such occurrences to punish the offenders at the indication of the company’s 
agent, and to facilitate in genera! the operations, objects, and work, and to secure the 
company" "* “ * ,V< '' " luut “" lel1 aml thu security and safety of the associates of the 

Art. 6. fhe sum received by the Bakhtiari khans from the associates of the compntiy 

jsi’‘"z:; h ir' tmct : s h ' mwu [ " r ^ »■«,«JU! 

(I , t 1 - ! k m '- ,s “"l' 1 ”)* delay in the duties specified above and In 

tin protection above mentioned, the associates of the company have the right to demand 
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compensation from the khans for their losses, with the knowledge of the British consul- 
general at Ispahan, but the contract will not be cancelled ; but the khans are guarantors 
and responsible for any person who brings any claim or interferes with the stipulations 
of this contract. 

Ait. 6. Alter the expiration of the term of the company’s concession from the 
Government whatever buildings which may belong to the company in the Bakhtiari 
territory will belong to the khans. 

All the stipulations written in this contract are correct. 

(Sealed) SAMSAM-ES-SALTANEH. 

(Sealed) SERDAR ASSAD, ALI KULI. 

A LI KULI BAKHTIARI. 

The stipulations of this contract are correct. 

(Sealei 1) Sh aha u-es-S a ltaneh. 

(Scaled) Sarim-UL-Mulk. 

It is correct: 

Nasslr Bakhtiari. 

This contract was signed and sealed in my presence by bis Excellency Samsam-es- 
Saltaneh, his Excellency Seitlar Assad, his Excellency Shahab-es-Salt:meh, his Excellency 
Sarim-ul-Mulk, on the 17th Ramazan, 1323, equivalent to the 15th November, 1905. 

Mohammad Taki Amin-ul-Suarieh. 

(Sealed) Amin-ul-Shaiueh. 

17 Ramazan, 1323 (November 15, 1905). 


[41438] No. 130. 

India OJfice to Foreign Office.—(Received November 11.) 

Sir, India Office, November 10, 1909. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State lor India in Council to inclose copy of a 
note by the Director-in-Chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, in which 
ho applies for instructions with regard to the preparation, for presentation to the 
Persian Government, of the account showing the expenditure incurred in the construc¬ 
tion of the Central Persia telegraph line. 

Subject to any observations that Secretary Sir E. Grey may have to offer, 
Viscount Morley would approve the view that the cost of providing the third or 
Persian wire on the line should be included in its capital cost, and that the second 
line, with two wires, from Tehran to Kashaii may be considered lo be an extension of 
the Central Persia line from the Indian frontier to Kashan. 

The proposal in paragraph 5 of Mr. Kirk’s note to make the charges incurred 
under article 2 of the convention of the 16th August, 1901, the subject of a separate 
claim against the Persian Government is, us pointed out in paragraph 6 ol the note, 
one of considerable linaucial importance. The wording of the convention is not wholly 
clear, and it is recognized by Mr. Kirk that the Persian Government may contend that 
under its terms these charges should he included in thu capital cost of the line. Lord 
Morley is satisfied, however, on careful consideration of the matter, thUfc tho view 
taken by Mr. Kirk should be supported, and lie would propose, subject to the con¬ 
currence of Sir E. Grey, to instruct Mr. Kirk that the bill of costs should lx*, prepared 
accordingly. 

1 am, &c. 

COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 130. 

Note by Director-in-chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department , dated August 24, 1909. 

I HE bill showing the expenditure that has been incurred in the construction of 
the Central Persia telegraph line hits been received by me from the examiner of 
telegraph accounts in Lidia, and it is now necessary to prepare from it the bill of costs 
in connection with the line which has to bo presented to the Persian Government for 
their acceptance. 

2. The Central Persia line was constructed under a convention between the United 
Kingdom and Persia, which was signed at Tehran on the 16th August, 1901. A copy 
of this convention is put up for reference. There are several {joints, as laid down in 
the articles of the convention, concerning which definite instructions are required 
before the bill for presentation to the Persian Government can be prepared. 

3. In October 1907 I wrote as follows to the director of telegraphs at Tehran :— 

The convention lays it down (article -l) that the Persian Government leases to 
this department the use of the line, and (article 7) that the line is to be of three wires. 
Put as a matter of fact, the third wire is not leased to us, and if we pay a percentage 
t>n the capital cost of this third wire, we are in the strange position of paying rental 
to the Persian Government for a wire the use of which is kept in their own hands. 
It play l)e that it was the intention that this should be done, and, as you were present 
in I ehran when the negotiations were taking place for the concession to construct the 
line, you may be able to clear up this point. It is possible that to obtain the concession 
it was necessary that we should agree to pay rent on the third wire.” 

'Ihe director, Mr. Barker, replied to this as follows:— 

“ Ah regards the payment of rent by us for the cost of the third or Persian wire, 

I have looked through the correspondence which passed during the period interior to 
the signing of the convention, and I can find nothing to show that the position we now 
fuel ourselves in was then foreseen. The legation is of opinion that it would lie 

II npossiblo to contest the {joint now, and that we must accept the situation as we 
find it.” 


It appears to me that the conclusion that it would Ik* imjjossible to contest the 
point now may lie accepted as correct, and that the cost of providing the third wire 
must lie included in the capital cost of the line on which the rental of 4 per cent, has 
to lie paid. 

t. Under article 10 of the convention, it. was agreed that the Persian Government 
wore to Ik* provided with an additional wire along the existing line between Tehran and 
Ivaslmn. But when this line was carefully examined ii was found that it could not 
with safety carry any more wires, even if it was reconstructed, and that it would be 
necessary to put up another line of posts if more wires Imd to Ik* erected. The Persian 
Minister of Telegraphs had the matter explained to him, and he gave authority to 
construct a second telegraph line from Tehran to Kashan. This was done, and two 
wires were erected on it, one for the use of the Persian Government and one lor the use 
of the Indo-Euro{K*an Telegraph Department, It will in* seen, therefore, that instead 
<>t i he additional wire on the old line of posts according to the convention, we have 
provided a new line of posts with two wires. One of these wires is used by the Persian 
Government and the other by this department. It was very necessary to put this 
second wire up fer this department, as without it the British wires bevond Kashan 
con d not be fullv worked. It seems but just that this section of line "from Tehran 
to Kaslmn should be considered a continuation of tlu* Central Persian line from 
kohi-uinlik-siah to Kashan,and that the rental and charges connected with the Tehraii- 
kashan section should he treated in the same way as in the case of the line constructed 
trom kashan to the Indian frontier. 

Another question that requires settlement is whether the charges incurred 
under article 2 of the convention are to be included in the capital cost of the line 
on which 4 per cent, has to he paid as rental under article 4 Mr Barker informed 
nm that, having gone carefully through the records of the negotiations with the 
erstan Government in 1901, hr cannot find anything which goes to show that this 
point was foreseen and considered. It seems to me that article lo of the convention 
might perhaps lie considered as giving an indication how the case should he treated. 
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1 his article shows that the expenditure for erecting an additional wire from Tehran to 
Kaslmu is to l)e borne by the Persian Government in the manner provided by articles 2 
and 4 of the convention. This reference to article 2 may perhaps be taken to imply 
tlnit the expenditure incurred under this article is not to be included in the expenditure 
referred to in article 4. In article 2 tiie expenditure is for the direction and super¬ 
vision of the work of constructing the telegragb line, for which purpose the British 
Government agreed to advance to the Persian Government the salaries and allowances 
of the men actually employed on the work. Nothing is said in this article how the 
amount advanced for salaries and allowances is to be repaid. The question, therefore, 
for settlement is^ whether the total amount of these advauces is to he included in 
the capital cost of the line, or whether it is to be considered as outside the expenditure on 
which the capital cost of the line is to be calculated. In article 3 the British Government 
agrees to procure the material for the line and to transport it to the sites required, 
receiving payment for the same without interest, as Hereinafter provided in the 
convention. I here is therefore no doubt that the whole expenditure under this article 
is to be included in the capital cost of the line. 

f>. 1 attach a statement (Inclosure 2) which shows what it has cost to construct the 
Central Persia lino from Tehran to the Indian frontier. It will be seen that if 
establishment charges under article 2 are included the cost of the line amounts to 
131,519/. If the establishment charges are excluded the cost of the line for the purpose 
of determining the rental is reduced to 125,081/., and the difference, 6,438/., becomes a 
claim against the Persian Government for future settlement. According to article 4 of 
the convention, 4 per cent, on the capital expended on the construction of the Central 
Persia line is to be the rental of the line, three-quarters of this rental to Ik? retained by 
the British Government to recoup them for the advances made. This does not appear 
to me necessarily to imply that the advances made under article 2 are to be included in 
the capital cost of the line. 

lhe rental is subject to a minimum of 1,000/. per annum, hut should the 1 per 
cent, on the capital cost of the line be more than this minimum, the excess is to he 
paid to the Persian Treasury. With regard to the question whether salaries and 
allowances of supervising establishment should he include# in the capital cost of a 
telegraph line, 1 would state that in the Indian Telegraph Department no permanent 
establishment, nor temporary establishment engaged for general duties, is shown against 
estimates for works, but when the work is completed a percentage on the cash expended 
and on the book value of the stores used is added to cover the cost of the store-keeping 
and establishment charges, and the capital cost of the line is fixed when these percentages 
have been added. But the present ease is not governed by the practice of the Indian 
lelegraph Department, but by the articles of the convention and a fair interpretation of 
tlu*m. It the supervising charges under article 2 are included in the capital cost of the line, 
the result will he the Indo-European lelegraph Department will have to pay 4 j>er cent, jjer 
annum for thirty-three and one-third years on 6,438/. to the Persian Government retaining 
3 per cent, of this {wiyinent to recoup it for the advance made. But this procedure 
would menu that for the advance made lo the Persian Government under article 2 the 
department would pay to that Government during the thirty-three and one-third years 
a total sum of 2,146/., and at the end of that time the debt of 6,438/. would be considered 
as discharged. It appears to me perfectly fair and reasonable to adopt the view 
that the advance under article 2 should not be included in (ho capital cost of the 
Central Persia line, and that a separate claim should be made for its payment. 

7. With regard to the question of rental of wires, 1 would point out that this 
department rents a wire from the Indian Telegraph Department over the section Itobat 
to Nok koudi, 140 miles in length. This rental includes the cast of ordinary 
maintenance, ami is at the rate of rupees 25 : 8 per mile per annum. The length of 
a wire from Tehran to the Indian frontier at Itobat is 951 miles, and the annual rental 
for this at the Indian rate above quoted yfould he 24,535 rupees, or 1,635/. For the 
two wires from 1 ehran to the Indian frontier, and for the third wire fro n Ardistan to 
the Indian frontier, 721 miles in length, the total rental at the same rate would 
amount to 4,510/. per annum. If the capital cost of the Central Persia line Tor the 
purpose of determining the rental to Ik* paid to the Persian Government he taken at 
125.081/, as 1 have proposed, the rental at 4 per'cent, on this sum will amount to 
5,000/. per annum approximately, which is not far out irom the rental calculated at the 
Indian telegraph rate. As the maintenance charges of the Central Persia line are to i-e 
paid by this department in addition to the rental, it appears to me that if the rental of 
the ( eutral Persia hue is fixed at 5,000/. approximate]v per annum the Persian 
Government can have no complaint to offer, more especially as the rental is calculated 
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on the cost of one wire from Tehran to the Indian frontier provided for the sole use ot 
the Persian telegraph administration. 

8. Under article 6 of the convention, there will be further claims against the 
Persian Government on account «»f the rental and purchase of buildings for telegraph 
stations, bur. it seems advisable that these claims should be dealt with in a separate 
account from the one to be submitted for the construction of the Central Persia 
telegraph line. 

9. I would ask therefore— 

("•) If the cost of providing the third or Persian wire on the Central Persia line 
is to be included in the capital cost of the line, as explained in paragraph 3 of this 
memorandum. 

(/».) If the second line with two wires from Tehran to Kashan may be considered 
as an extension of the Central Persia line from the Indian frontier to Kashan. and the 
charges for it treated in the same way (vide paragraph 4 of the memorandum). 

(c.) If the charges incurred junior article 2 of the convention are to form a 
distinct claim against the Persian Government, and are not to be included in the 
capital cost of the line on which 4 per cent, has to he paid under article 4. 

10. I!' the proposals shown under (a) (b) and (c) are approved, I can prepare a 
hill for submission to the Persian Government on the lines of the rough draft 
(Inclosure 2) attached. It may, perhaps, be advisable not to present this bill until it 
is seen whether or not the assembly will ratify the agreement that has been come to 
with the Persian Government regarding the Arahistan lines and the renewal of our 
telegraph concessions up to 194.0. It is possible that the Persian Government may 
dispute the eomvtness of the arrangement by which the charges under article 2 aro 
not included in the capital cost of the line. 

I wish to add to my reference, dated the 24th August, 1909, that I find that 
Mr. Hindi, then director-in-ehief of this department, telegraphed to Mr. Barker at 
Tehran on the 21st March, 1901, for communication to the British Minister, with 
regard to the Central Persia line, that the capital outlay will probably be 100,000/. 
But in preparing this estimate of the outlay Air. Flinch did not include any charges 
that come under article 2 of the convention. It may he reasonably concluded from 
this that these charges were not to ho considered as'coming into the capital outlay. 
Under article !■ this department obtains the lease of the telegraph line at a rental of 
t per cent, on the capital expended on its construction, which would appear to mean 
the amount of money actually spent with this object. The salaries of the permanent 
establishment paid under article 2 would have had to he paid whether the men were 
employed on the construction of the line or not, and cannot very well come under 
the definition of capital expended on the construction of the line. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 130. 

Rough Bralt of Account, to he rendered to Persian Government in connection 
with Cost of Central Persia Bine. 

.1 Ol providing materials For, and conHtnicttog,« telegraph line from Kashan Its. a. p. i 

to the Indian frontier under article* I and 3 of the convention between 
the United Kingdom and Persia, dated August 10, 1U01— 

Cash oluirge* . 8,97,707 12 * 59, 

\ tune of stores .. . .. c.47.103 9 7 as 


Total .. 

16,44,HI 1 ti 3 

102,987 

of providing material* for,and constructing, u telegraph line from Tehran 
to Kashan under articles 3 and 10 ..f ihe nhovo convention— 

Ga-di elmrgos 

Value of store* .. .. ., .. , ' 

1,98,504 3 1 
1,32.899 11 11 

13,234 

8,800 

Total. 

'3.31.403 15 0 

22,091 

Total cost of telegraph lines from Tehran to Iudiuu frontier .. 

18,76,215 5 3 

125,081 
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Rental to bo paid for the use and transit, revenuo of the Central Persia line, at 4 per cent, < 
rir “! 0 c T ta COst 125,081/. under article 4 ol the convention, to be (per annum) .. 

Ut which 3 | er cent, to be retained by the Indo-European Telegraph Department, or - 


5,003-24 


And the balance to be paid to the Persian Government in two half-yearly instalments .. 1,250*81 


Amount due from the Persian Government on account of advnnces made Rs. a. p. 
under article 2 of the convention for the salaries and allowances of the 
men actually employed in the direction and supervision of the work of 

constructing the Central Persia line from Tehran to the Indian frontier .. 96,561 4 11 


[41478] No. 131. 

(\ T 1^3) ^ Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 

(Telegraphic.) .P. ^ £/. Petersburg/), November II, 1909. 

fc>I I UA1 ION in Azerbaijan. 

A force has been left by Rahim Khan in the citadel of Ardebil, and he himself 
has withdrawn and taken up his position with all the rest of his force outside the town 
m a tortihed camp. While in Ardebil ho paid a call on the Russian consul, and 
coupled with an expression of his fidelity to Russia a suggestion that those districts 
slioukl be definitely’occupied by Russia where her troops were now stationed. Further, 
the inhabitants ol the town are, according to the Russian consul, desirous of becoming 
Russian subjects. M. Isvolsky observed that these proposals had, needless to say, all 
jeon rejected. Ho also told me that disturbances and troubles might arise at Tabreez, 
owiug to friction between the governor-general and Sattar Khan. 


[414791 


No. 132. 


„„ „ Sir A ’ Xicohon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 

(No. 484.) * 9 

( rolegraphm.) V .S/. Petersburg /i, November 11, 1909. 

No. «8 oPthf§ NovomTor! 8 ” 46 " ° f Please refor to m >’ to,0 * r »"‘ 

I his afternoon I remarked to M. Isvolsky tlmt, in mv opinion, ho was labouring 
umhT a misapprehension in this matter. Imam Kuli Khan had already had the 
concession granted to him, and it was to ho wished that an arrangement ’ might bo 
come to between him and the Russian Road Company, and if Mr. Stevens were 
engaged by them for the lirst lew years this would also be advantageous. M. Isvolsky 
was evu on ly not conversant with the matter, but he assured mo that what 1 had 
sa.d would be borne in mind. II. Pokjewski would, in any case, know what course of 
action had best be adopted. 


Tehran, November 11, 190U. 


[41475] No. 133. 

(No r) ^ 4lr G - Barclay ‘ a Edward Grey.--(deceived November 11.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

EASTERN Azerbaijan. 

i , . Jl ' me tliat thu troops which are being dispatched to Ardebil 

have instructions similar to those given to the detachment at Tabreez to refrain from 
all interference with tho administration, hut they are to repress plundering on the 

raid storeVoMoot ilU< ‘° UCt '° U ** U “ t caravan8 chlll 'S‘ ! <> with plunder, and to 

Troops are to he held in reserve on the frontier at Astara, hut they will cross it 
only if the necessity arises. 3 


[1G84] 
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[41476] No. 134. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11) 

(No. 773.) 

(lelographic.) P. _ Tehran, November U, 1909. 

M. 1 UJvl.hU SKI informs me that Persian Government have asked his Govern¬ 
ment to supply them with 10,000 rides and 2,500,000 cartridges for subsequent 
payment. 1 

It is rumoured that a large body of gendarmerie is to be established, and my 
Hussion colleague, who suspects that Germans may be invited by Persian Government 
to train this figco, is suggesting to St. Petersburgh that the transaction should lie made 
conditional on the granting of an undertaking by the Persian Government to engage 
Russian instructors exclusively for any military force. 

11. Poklewski, to whom I had already explained my proposal for the policing of 
the southern roads, raised no difficulty at the timo, and he appears still to be of opinion 
that, as it aims at creation of a local force, it is compatible with the general under¬ 
taking he desires. 

Russian Government will, I presume, ask you for my co-operation in this matter, 
in this case xt would be advisable to make tho necessary stipulations with regard to 
the proposed policing of Ispnhan-Hushire road if the scheme set out in my telegram 
a\o. (7l of tue uth November lias your approval. 


[41422] No. 135. 

. Ko i82 . Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Tolqgniphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 11, 1909. 

t„ wl!i ) I I ° • 10 M ‘ 0 ' storof Fumnce promptly and loyally fulfils the conditions 

I 111 ' aS , 8 ' V a n ve , 1 ' b , u n3Se '"' v,z " that tho 8 ""> of 30,000/., taken from the 
n!i| 1 /l ’ m.iIi bo , rC8tol '. tH , 1 ' QKltbat arrears of mterest on tile Government debt shall be 
K ■ P V, " l">I’cnal Hank of Persia are prepared to authorise an advance to the 

wi«T:fcrGml^r| ,an8 on the security ° r the j-* A 
h^i , H‘St^Sil^ lained tlmt tbe ^ e - named tou<mio, ' s ** 

Reference is to my telegram No. 480 of the 10th November. 


141552] No.130. 

Mr. Stratford-Andrews to Foreign Office.—(Received November 12.) 

Slr ’ jvt ! . , , , 'S. 01,1 Broad Street. London, November 9, 1909. 

is oiilv i ate mind fT 0t ' er ° f ,.‘ “ '1' T tant ’ 1 llav0 10 '“5"™ you that at present it 
is only intended to form a syndicate for the purpose of sending an engineer to make a 
survey of the country between Bunder Abbas and Kerman 8 

firstly P wheMmr |) On f "a ^inkEs ,a P ort 1 tba syndicate will be able to decide, 
firstly, whula r the undertaking is one that would be financially possible and 
secondly, how the undertaking should he worked. J possmit, and, 

It IS unfortunately impossible at this stage to give the information you desire 
namely, whether road tolls are to be levied and, if so, on what scale J ' 

hose interested m the scheme are desirous to know whether the Foreign Office 
secs any objection to the scheme m principle before any further steps are taken. 

1 am, Sc. 

*■ T. W. STRATFORD-ANDREWS. 


[41511] 
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No. 137. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 12.) 

oo, India Office, November 11, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letters dated the 23rd September and the 9th October, 
1909, respectively, as to the suggestion made by Ilia Majesty’s Minister at Tehran that 
the consular guard at Shiraz should be maintained at its present strength, at any rate, 
until the end of next year, I am directed by Viscount Morley to enclose copy of tele¬ 
graph ie_ correspondence with the Government of India on the subject,* and to state 
that he is willing to accept a moiety of the expenditure involved in this suggestion as a 
charge against Indian revenues. , 

He assumes that Secretary Sir E. Grey is satisfied that the condition referred to in 
the Treasury letter of tbe 25th September last is fulfilled, viz., that the measure is 
necessary for the purpose for which it was originally sanctioned, that of the safety of 
the British consulate. 

I am, Ac 

R. RITCHIE. 


[41582] No. 138. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 

(No. 77(5.) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran. November 12, 1009. 

MEETING of Medjliss is fixed for 15th November. 


[41476] No. 139. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 1328.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 12, 190i). 

HOAD guards in Southern Persia. 

M Isvolsky should be informed of tbe substance of tbe proposals put forward by 
His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran (see Sir G. Barclay’s telegrams Nos. 772 and 775 of 
the 0th November and 11th November respectively). You should add that Ilia 
Majesty’s Government are examining those proposals. Mis Majesty’s Government 
regard the question of the creation of road guards in Southern Persia as one calling 
for immediate consideration, and you should therefore make it clear to tho Russian 
Government that it is most undesirable that our action in this matter should be in any 
way restricted by conditions which the Russian Government might impose on the 
Persian Government in connection with the proposed sale of rifles. 


[41624] No. 140. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 13.) 

(No. 000.) v 1 

7 St Petersburgh, November 10, 1909. 

I MAX h the honour to transmit copy of an aide-memoire which 1 have received 
from M. lsvolsky, stating that the Russian Government are prepared to join in au 
advance to the Persian Government up to 200,000 tomans, and that instructions have 
boon sent to M. Poklewaky. The latter is also instructed to take the opportunity of 
obtaining the consent of the Persian Government to the concession for tho navigation 
on Lake Urumia being accorded to the Russian Road Company, and the hope is 
expressed that Sir G. Ilnrclny may bo authorised to support his Russian colleague. No 
mention is made of Imam Kuli Khan, who, ns J lmd previously explained to the 
Ministry for foreign AITairs, is the actual holder of the concession and who is seeking 
iur huropean partnership, hut doubtless M. Poklewaky will know what steps he could 
most efticaciously take in the matter. M. lsvolsky mentioned to me that the Russian 
Government would indemnify Mr. Stevens. 

I have, &c. 

_ A. NICOLSON. 


• To Viceroy, .September 20 j Viceroy, October 19,1909. 
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Inclosure in No. 140. 

Aide-memoire communicated to Sir A. Nicolson by M. Isvolskt/. 

DANS son aide-memoire du 23 octobre (5 novembre), l’Ambassade de la Grande- 
Bretagne exprime lo d«$sir fie savoir si Ie Gouvernement Imperial est dispose & autoriser 
la Banque d’Escompte et do Preto de Perse a aller au-devant d’une demaude du Gou¬ 
vernement persan, qui desire obtenir unc avance d’argent efc offre comme garantie du 
paiement les bijoux de la Oouronne. 

Le Gouvernement Imperial so declare pret a participer a la elite avanco jusqu’a 
concurrence d une somme <le 200,000 tomans, et le .Ministrc de Russie a Teheran a 
muni par telegraphc destructions en ce sens. M. Poklewsky a 6te invite en meme 
temps a profiter de cetto occasion pour tacher d'obtenir le consentement clelinitif du 
Gouvernoment persan a accordor a la Soci6te de la Route de Tauris la concession de 
navigation sur le Lac d’Ourmiali. Le Ministers Imperial des Affaires Etrang&res 
serait oxtremement reconnaissant a Sir Edwarfl Grey de bien vouloir charger le repre- 
sentant do la Grande-Brctagne a Teh6ran de soutenir son collogue do Russie dans cetto 
derntere question. 

Saint-Pe'terxbourg, le 27 octobre 
(9 nouembre ), 1909. 


Tehran , November 13, 1909. 


[41713] No. 141. 

Sir (t. Barclay to Sir E heard Grey.—(Iteceivcd November 13.) 

(No. 777.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

NAVIGATION of Lake Urumia. 

Sir A. Nicolson s telegram No. 484 of the 11th November. Following is the 
position: We lmvi- up till now opposed the granting of a concession to any persons 
foreign money other than Russian. (Please refer to my telegram No. 758 of 
the w ith October.) M. Poklewski will now make the Persian Government undertake 
to recognise, as the condition oil which the two hanks agree to tho joint advance, such 
arrangement as the road company may conclude with Imam Kuli For the exploitation 
of the concession held by the latter. 


[39795] 


No. 142. 

Foreign Office lo India Office. 


Slr ' . , , _■ Foreign Office, November 13, 1(K)D. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo respecting the proposed retention in Persia of 
Lieutenant >\ dson for four months after his relief at Mohammeruh for the purpose of 
examining the possibilities of effecting a connection between Bushire and the .lahrum- 
Aliabad-r irazabad route. 

1 am to state that, in Sir I'.dward drey's opinion, the proposod survey would be 

advantageous, and that, if \ iscounl Morley concurs in this view and agrees that half 

the estimated cost of the work shall be borne by Indian revenues, he wffl approach the 
1-ords ( ommissioners of His Majesty's Treasury with a view to obtaining their sanction 
to charge the remaining moiety to Imperial funds. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[41925] No, 143. 

Indio O/firc to Foreign Office.—(Received November 15.) 

Sir ' . , , India Office, November 18,1000. 

. " directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge tho receipt of 

your letter dated the 8th instant, forwarding for his remarks copy of a telegram from 
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His Majesty s Minister at Tehran, in which certain proposals for maintaining security 
on the Hushire-lspahan route are put forward after consultation with Major Cox. 

Viscount Morley observes that the scheme is estimated to cost 15,0001 n-year, and 
that it is proposed to meel it by a surcharge of 10 per cent, on import and export 
duties at the Persian ports of tin Gulf, thus taxing trade at all tho ports for the direct 
benefit of only one of them. vV liether the European merchants who do business in 
the Gulf are likely to object to such a surcharge the President of the Board of Trade 
will he hotter able to inform Sir E. Grey than is Lord Morley. But his Lordship 
assumes that Sir George Barclay lias satisfied himself that a more modest scliemo 
(perhaps on the scale suggested by Mr. Bill in iiis letter of the 1st September last), the 
cost of which could lie met by a charge on the trade of Bushire alone, would not be 
likely to be effective. 

Subject to this remark, Lord Morley approves the scheme, and will arrange for 
tlie loan of six officers from the Indo-European Telcgrnpli Department, if required. 
It is understood that no charge will he laid upon Indian revenues. 

In order to legalise the surcharge a freslt convention or agreement with the Persian 
Government will apparently lie necessary. 

W itli reference to Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 775 of the 11th instant, 1 am to 
say that Lord Morley is strongly of opinion that—in the event of British support being 
asked for the proposal that the Persian Government should employ none but Russian 
instructors for their gendarmerie—a reservation should lie made regarding the policing 
nol only of tlie Bushire—Ispahan road, but also of lines of communication such as that 
between Molinmiuerah and Ahwaz, anti of all roads within tlie British sphere of 
influence, such as Bunder Abbas-Kcrman road, for tlie security of which it may here¬ 
after lie necessary to take special measures. 

I am, cic. 

R. RITCHIE. 


[41982] No. 144. 

fcir G. Barclaii to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received November 15.) 

(No. 778.) 

(Telegraphic ) P. Tehran, November 15, 1909. 

AJJVANCE to Persian Government. 

Foreign Office telegram No. 482 of the lltli November. 

On tlie 12th November at a conference, at which tlie two Ministers and the two 
bank managers were present, it was agreed that tlie banks should each offer, when tlie 
Russian manager had received tile authorisation for which he was applying to 
Et. Peters burgh, advance of 200,000 tomans on the jewels, pledgod as joint security, 
subject to tlie conditions here appended. 

... Lelialf of tlie Imperial Bank of Persia it was stipulated that tlie profits of the 
Mint should be hypothecated for tlie prompt repayment of defalcation practised by 
the late mint-master; that a contract should be concluded for the supply of silver to the 
mint; that for the payment of interest on Government debt, customs receipts of 
Mohninmerah should lie assigned to supplement those of Bushire. 

On belmlf of tlie Russian Bank offor was made conditional on tlie Persian Govern- 
meut satisfying certain demands put forward by M. Poklewski. They are- (1) That 
motor vehicles should lie admitted free for tho exploitation of Resht-Tolimn road • 
(L) that a concession of a copper mine in Karadagh, the working of which lias been 
hindered by recent disorders, should lie extonded for a period of three years ■ (3) that 
1 ersiau Government should undertake to make no objection to the transfer of tlie 
concession for tlie navigation of Lake Urumia to Russian subjects and to raise no 
opposition to any agreement made with Imam Kitli, tlie present concessionaire- 
( I) that with regard to its debt to Russian Bank, on which interest is greatly in arrear 
lorsuin Government should promise to open negotiations with a view to its 
consolidation. 


[Iiis-lj 


L> 
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[419671 No. 145. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 15.) 

(No. 779.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , November 15, 1909. 

EASTERN Azerbaijan. 

Please refer to last sentence of Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 483 of the llth 
November. 

M. Isvolsky has, His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabrcez informs me, sent 
instructions to his Russian colleague to bruit abroad that all fighting in the town 
would be stopped. Russian force would be increased, M. Isvolsky added, if it was not 
sufficient. 

Tlis Majesty’s acting consul-general has been informed by governor-general that 
he proposes to send Sattar Khan to the capital, and he will compel him, if necessary by 
force, to obey as soon as the troops sent from Tehran arrive in Tabreex. Fighting is 
unlikely in the opinion of governor-general, since his collapse at Ardebil has discredited 
Sattar. 


[41983] No. 146. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received November 15.) 

(No. 780.) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran , November 15, 1909. 

MEDJLISS was opened by the Shah this afternoon. 


[41511] No. 147. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 484.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 15, 1909. 

SHIRAZ escort. Additional guards for British consulate. 

The proposal in your telegram No. 737 of the 21st September sanctioned for so 
long as the safety of the consulate renders such guards, in your opinion, necessary. 


[41969] No. 148. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 1329.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , November 15, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. Please refer to telegram No. 777 of the 
13th November from Tehran. 

Please ascertain as soon as possible views of Russian Government on the following 
point: Imperial Bank of Persia informs us of a request made to them by the Persian 
Government that they should accept the security of the mint profits for a small 
separate advance of 70,000 tomans. Russian conditions having rendered impossible a 
joint advance. Provided the Russian Government see no objection to this proposal, we 
would authorise bank to assent. 


[40517J No. 149. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 15, 1909. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Adairs t<> request that you 
will he ho good as to submit to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury the 
following facts:— 

It was stated in my letter of the 1st February that for some considerable time 
the Anglo-Perrinn Oil Coimmny, who are engaged in working the i^troleum fields in 
the Arahistan province of Persia, Imd undertaken to maintain a small guard of Indian 
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sowars under Lieutenant Wilson of the Indian army. This guard was lent to them by 
the Government of India, and the expenses in connection with their pay, &c., were 
defrayed by the company. In the course of the summer of this year it became evident 
that the services of the guard were no longer required by the company, and it was 
decided, in principle, to withdraw them to India. 

In the meanwhile Lieutenant Wilson, at the request of the Sheikh of Moham- 
nierah, had been engaged in examining certain irrigation projects at Nahr Hashim on 
the Karkhah River, and I am to transmit to you, for their Lordships’ information, 
copy of his report on this subject.* Sir William Willcocks, the eminent irrigation 
expert, has expressed a favourable opinion of the projects indicated in these papers. 

From paragraph 9 of Lieutenant Wilson’s despatch to His Majesty’s resident and 
consul-general at Bushire their Lordships will see that it was proposed that Lieutenant 
Wilson should be authorised to carry out later on in the year a detailed examination of 
the Nahr Hashim site. 

On the 24th July Lieutenant Wilson assumed the duties of His Majesty’s acting 
consul at Mobamraerah, but he was also authorised to carry out the further survey 
work on the Karkhah River. In order that this work might not unduly interfere with 
his consular functions it was suggested that a part of the guard which had been lent to 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company might be retained in Persia to keep communications 
open for Lieutenant Wilson between the Karkhah Itiver and Mohammerali. It was 
ascertained that four men would be considered sufficient for this purpose, that the cost 
of retaining them for this duty would amount to 20/. per month, and that their services 
might bo required for a period not exceeding five months. 

Sir Kdward Grey caused the India Office to be informed that he approved the 
proposal in principle, and that, »u being informed that the Government of India would 
bear a liioietv of the expense involved, he would be willing to approach their Lordships 
with a view to obtaining their sanction for the payment of the remaining moiety out of 
Imperial funds. 

He has now been informed that the Secretary of State lor India in Council 
has sanctioned the charge in question against the Indian revenues on the under¬ 
standing that their Lordships will accept the remaining moiety as a charge against 
British funds. 

I am accordingly directed by Sir Edward Grey to recommend that their Lordships 
will sanction the expenditure proposed of one-half of 20/. per month for a period not 
exceeding five months. 

I am also to state that it has been suggested that these four sowars, when the 
duty indicated above h;is been completed, should he retained as an escort for His 
Majesty's consul at Mohammerali. 'Ibis proposal is still under consideration, and if 
Sir Edward Grey should eventually decide to approve it, a further communication on 
the subject will lie addressed to you. 

I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[41991] No. 150. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received November 10.) 

(No. 200.) 

Sir, Tehran , October 27, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit a statement furnished mu by the Administrator- 
General of the Customs showing what he describes as the fixed charges on the customs 
revenue for last year. It will ho noticed that these amounted to 2,039,500 tomans, or 
within 100,000 tomans of the highest level reached by the customs nett revenue, viz., 
3,011,038 tomans in 1907-8. The Persian Government have recently undertaken 
liabilities in respect of the ox-Shah’s pension—100,000 tomans a-yoar—and his debt of 
2,400,000 tomans to the Russian Bank, and they have promised to take over His 
Majesty’s debts to Russian subjects amounting to some 100,000 tomans. The debt to 
the bank is secured on the northern customs, and the Russian Government will 
doubtless insist on Mohammed All’s pension and his debts to Russian subjects being 
similarly secured. This must involve a further charge of some 300,000 tomans a-year. 
Besides this thore are other additional charges which the customs will have to hear. 

• Major Cox, No.Commercial (27219), Juuu 27 (in printJ. 
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M. Mornard’s figure for interest due to the Imperial Bank of Persia does not, I believe, 
take into account certain debts of the Shah and of Naib-es-Saltaneli to the Imperial 
Bank which were taken over by the Persian Government last winter. These, with 
recent arrears of interest on the advances of the two banks and on our Government 
loan, and with a claim of the Imperial Bank of Persia of 150,000 tomans against the 
late .Mint-master which will have to be taken over by the Persian Government, will 
involve a further additional annual charge of certainly not less than 100,000 tomans. 
If M. Mornard, therefore, were estimating to-day on the same basis as he has adopted 
in the enclosed list the annual charge which the customs revenue will hence¬ 
forward be called upon to bear, he could not, I venture to think, count it at less than 
3,100,000 tomans, or 100,000 tomans more than the highest level ever reached 
by the customs revenue, and 100,000 tomans more than last year’s net receipts— 
2,700,000 tomans. 

Jt is quite evident that on the basis of M. Mornard’s statement no further 
borrowing is possible on the security of the customs, and although only the first four 
items are fixed charges by virtue of engagements undertaken by the Persian Govern¬ 
ment, the remaining eleven items being merely chargeable to the customs in accordance 
with usage, it would be difficult to relieve the customs of any of these latter. The 
Russian Government would doubtless object to any other security for the payment of 
the Cossack brigade, and it is important that the salaries of the European Government 
officers should be well secured. The rest of the eleven items mostly appertain to the 
Customs administration. 

It. is thus evident that a condition precedent for any further borrowing must be 
the conversion of the advances, &c„ of the two banks, and even this would, as I 
calculate it, only leave sufficient margin for a very trifling loan unless it were found 
possible to relieve* the customs revenue of some of those heads of expenditure with 
which it has hitherto been charged in accordance with usage. 

The advances of the Imperial Bank of Persia and the Russian Bank carry for the 
most part interest at the rate of 12 i>er cent, and over. The debt to the two banks 
amounts, as I understand it. to between 8,500,000 and 0,000,000 tomans, of which I 
would hazard an estimate that 7,000,000 tomans carry interest at the rate of 12 or 
lo per cent. The conversion of this debt and the reduction of the interest to 
5 per cent, would effect a saving of probably 500,000 tomans, in which case, supposing 
that the customs receipts do not fall below last year’s level and for the first six months 
of ibis year they show an increase, there would be a margin for borrowing of 
100,OOt) tomans. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 150. 

Statement by Administrator-General of Persian Customs. 


Dkl'KXSKti 1‘llfeUM HI'S. 


Budget dos Depensos gouvoraementales assignees sur la Caisse des Douaues 
(Depeuses fixes). 

Sommea 

approximative*. 


ivran*. 

1. Ainornsswm-nt dos oiupnints do 11*00—11102 (Bnnque il'Ksoompte) .. 9,600,000 

2. Ami.rlLssement do I'empiunt ilu Chit (Humiuo Imp6riale) .. 1,250,000 

"*• luUJrt to annuel* do* avuuces tit* la Banque d'Escompto .. .. 6,000,0( 0 

I. Inn’rOf* unmiolg ties avancus do la Bunquo linpuriulu .. .. 4,000,000 

6. Budget ties tWqnwi .. .. .. .. .. 3,000.000 

6. Budfwt des C'osnquotf No. 2 .. . .. .. 120,000 

7. Ap|hiintouu utM ut peiudous do* fonctionnairea uun)|xtou# .. .. 1,200,000 

S. J'orvict* Niniinirv (qunruntniiu**, «&<*,) .. .. 200,000 

'**. t'oiiMmctions et reparations dvs ItitiiiMMiltt gouvernemuniuux .. 120,000 

to. Knnvticn ut npprovitfiomieineni des liuit bateaux a vapour .. .. 000,000 

11. Appuintementh tit* inailiets gardcs-cAtes (Golfo iVr^ique) .. .. 100,000 

12. Kedc\unce.s aunnelles «lu«* au Gouveriteur do Bouchir .. 200,000 

HI, Kt^lovatiee |K»ur le p->rt et Iw* UttiiuentH douaniers do Mcrtiurii Ser ,. 120,000 

11. Itetlevanee jo'iir le port et les bAtiiuentM doiuuiior* d'A.stitru.. .. 125,000 

15. Krais i!e Inundert des funds des bureaux du *ud (2 it .'I (tour cent) .. 200,000 


Total .. .. .. .. 20,395,000 
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Ce budget est etabli d’apres les obligations souscrites par le Gouvernement, en ce 
qui concerne les articles 1", 2, 3, et 4, et suivant l’usage en ce qui concerne les 
articles 5 a 15. 


[42130] No. 151. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 401.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh , November 1G, 1009. 

PLEASE refer to telegrams from Tehran, Nos. 778 of the 15th November and 781 
of to-day, and to your telegram No. 1329 of yesterday. Proposed joint advance to 
Persian Government by the two banks in Tehran. 

I have not yet discussed with M. Isvolsky the question raised in your telegram 
No. 1329, as Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 781 would seem to indicate that the previous 
negotiations have not broken down ; and so when l saw bis Excellency to-day I 
confined myself to enquiring what intelligence he had received as to the negotiations 
for a joint advance. The information which has reached M. Isvolsky is to the same 
effect as that contained in telegram No. 778 from Tehran. 


[42131J No. 152. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 1G.) 

(No. 492.) 

(lelegraphic.) P. Petersburgh, November 1G, 1909. 

OPENING of the Persian Medjliss. 

1 was told in conversation to-day by M. Isvolsky that on the above occasion a 
passage was (according to a telegram emanating from Wolff’s bureau in Berlin), 
inserted in the Shah's speech from the throne, stating that Persian foreign relations 
were unclouded except for the fact that foreign troops were still within the borders of 
the empire. Such a proceeding on the part of the Persian Government was, in his 
opinion, au incorrect one, if the report was true. The text of the speech has not yot 
come into my possession, and I so informed M. Isvolsky. 


[42132] • No. 153. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 493.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November IG, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No. 1328 of the 12th instant; project for policing 
Bushire-Ispahan route. 

In accordance with your instructions, I have acquainted M. Isvolsky with the 
substance of Sir G. Barclay’s proposals; and 1 was told by his Excellency in 
conversation this afternoon that the scheme now being considered would not give rise 
to any objection on his part. He is, however, of opinion that joint Anglo-Russiau 
action in regard to roads both in the south and in the north would bo the l>est course. 


[42062] No. 154. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 7S1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 1G, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Foreign Office telegram No. 1329 of the 16th November to Sir A. Nicolson. 

It appeare premature to state that the joint advance has been rendered impossible 
by conditions imposed by Russia. The conditions have not officially been prusonted. 

1 am informed by manager of Imperial Rank of Persia that' lie reported the new 
prqposal only to have authority in the event of the collapse of the joint negotiations. 


[1684] 
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[42133] No. 155. 

(N j Bnrrh, y tn Eir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 'lehran. November 16, 1009. 

' ,V'Y, refer to final paragraph of my telegram No. 774 of the 11th November. 
.'1.1 oklowski informs me that the military authorities at Tiflis, in view of the 
unhealthy situation of Astara, wish the regiment to proceed to Ardebil. The question 
has boon referred to St. Petersburg!! for discussion. 


[40876] No. 156. 

Foreign Office to Hoard of Trade. 

S "’ f a At l’» i ji o „ Foreign Office. November 16, 1909. 

i 1 AM “‘recfetl by Secretary Sir E. Grey to revert to my letter of the 8th instant, 
road 8 Slr liiirclay s scheme fer establishing road guards on the Biishire-Ispahan 

I am to state that in Sir E. Grey's opinion the scheme, especially the point 
concerning the proposed surtax on import and export duties, will require mature*con¬ 
sideration and that ho considers that the principal British firms trading in Persia should 
be consulted ,,, regard to tins point. 1 an. to enquire if the Board of Trade could 
place themselves in touch with some representative firms in regard to this question 
surtax'* a '" 10 VleW 1 ‘°' V WOuld bu likely t0 lake 0,1 the subject of the proposed 

1 am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[42224] No. 157. 

Mesm. Etlinger and Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received November 17.) 

Slr ’ T >. , . , , 28, Oxford Street , Mnm-hexler, November 16 1009 

MS f .lM, C< to r qf“ CU ,"' t . ' * e l req j u,st of Si r , ' Vanc j s Campbell contained in his letter to 
ns ol the I-lb instant, wo hand you enclosed cheque on London for 71. 10s. Ad in 
payment of tho cost of a telegram dispatched on the 4th instant to His Majesty's 
Minister at lolirnn, informing him that we propose to ship from 1,000 to 2,000 tons”of 
oxide from the island ol Hormuz, beginning about the 10th of this month. In making 
this payment wo beg to point, out that tho cost of telegraphing one word to Tehran"? 
U. (id., and that ,f the amount give., us of 7/. 10». 4d! is Correct, the telegram in 
question must have contained UK) words, which appears to us to be impossible. Wo 

ammlut^idmrgt| 0Wl8<!d ' k ^ y look i,11 ° the '“ aUcr alul refund us the 

We are, Ac. 

KLLINGEK and Co. 


1^2233, No. 158. 

(.Vi rsq ) Sir >t " rc, "‘ j 10 Sh Greg.—(Received November 17.) 

(loicgraplm ) 1 Tehran, November 17, 1909. 

received from hfe^consul a? a”?- '° f ° ll0 "'" ,g aul>StauC0 of a lA 'S» 

A fu ' r »'Y.“ ; ln . vs ’ negotiations lfaliim Khun and his men have withdrawn from the 
lown. A religious service, at which both mullahs and Armenian priests officiated was 
*• *•— -.... • 
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[42239] No. 159. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received November 17.) 

(No. 784.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Novemoer 17, 1909. 

SHAH’S Speech from the Throne. 

Please refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 492 of the Kith November. 

The following is a translation of tile passage in speech which refers to foreign 
affairs:— 

“ We are happy that our friendly relations with foreign Powers are maintained, 
and we rejoice to see their sympathy with the progress of the new order of tilings, and 
wo hope for the permanence of these sentiments in the future. We sincerely trust 
that, in view of the friendly discussions which arc in progress, and of the good results 
apparent therefrom, the sorrow and sadness which is dominant in the mind of the 
people owing to the presence of foreign troops in Persia will shortly be removed.” 

I am informed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the allusion to the troops 
was introduced for the purpose of stemming the growing agitation against their 
maintenance in Persia. 


[41687] No. 160. 

Sir Edward Greg to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 296.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 18, 1909. 

THE Russian charge d’affaires called at the Foreign Office on the 8th instant and 
informed Mr. Mallet that he was instructed to state that the Russian Government found 
themselves obliged to send a battalion and a squadron of Cossacks to Ardebil with two 
machine guns anil some engineers. The squadron, he said, must have arrived on the 
7th. Ho hopod that this information would not be disagreeable to His Majesty’s 
Government. 

He was informed that His Majesty’s Government, had been prepared for some such 
necessity, and that they could not expect the Russian Government to stand by and do 
nothing while the lives of Russian subjects were in danger. 

I am, & <i. 

E. GREY. 


[42130] No. 161. 

Foreign Office to Imperial linnlc of Persia. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 18, 1909. 

I AM directed by tile Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to refor to your letter 
of tho 15th instant respecting the proposed advance to the Persian Government, and to 
inform you that before giving his assent to any action on the part of tho Imperial Bank 
of Persia, separate from that of the Russian Bank, ho felt it necessary to ascertain how 
such action would be viewed by the Russian Government. 

According to a telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, it appears that the 
question of a joint advance by the two banks lias not yet been definitely settled, and 
that, pending a decision, no action has been taken at St. Pctcraburgh in reference to 
the proposed soparate advance of 79,000 tomans, though Sir A. Nicolson has been 
informed of the suggestion. 

I am, &e. 

LOUIS MALLET. 
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^ ir ^ ttrc ^ a y ^ ,r Edward Grey.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 785.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1\ Tehran, November ]!), 1909 

ANCjLO-RuSSIAN advance; to Persian Government 

In continuation ol my telegram No. 781 of the 16th November, I have the honour 
to report tiiat an offer of a joint, advance of 400,000 tomans was made yesterday by the 
two banks to the Persian Government. Conditions were laid down on behalf of the 
Impernil llank of Persia, while the Russian Bank ofTored only to make the advance 
, r “*■ 0W8 [ il Kiveii his asseiu. My Russian colleague will not authorise 
advance until liejias obtained satisfaction ou tlie four points reported in my telegram 
.No. I (is of the loth November. If the Persian (government demur as to these points 
Russian Government would, I infer from M. Poklewski, probably object to the Imperial 
Rank making any advance to the Persian Government. 


. Sir Edward Grei/ In Sir A. Nicolaon. 

(No. 1330.) 

a °te!V C i j • o .i i» • Foreign Office, November 19, sltpCD. 

instant ’ ”” 1118m 1 er8la - Please sec my telegram No. 1328 of the 12th 

The I Sushire -Ispahan route should not alone form the object of any reservation 
■ jou make but you should also make it include the Bokhtiari road and all roads 
coining within the British sphere in Persia. 


Sir Edward Gretj to Sir G. liarclini. 

(Ac. loO.) 

hir ’ ,'OTi'ro r , , Foreit/n Office, November 20, 1009 

„nr .. I I refl,r,,n “ r to despatch No. 190 of the 20th ultimo. 1 concur in the view 
spriestd In yourself and by Major Cox that the telegraph facilities between London 
and Arab,stan now atforded to the Anglo-Porsiau Oif Con.panv m^ allowed “ 

Axmm tBlograph lines is ‘ lssumei1 bytUc Ind0 ' 

1 am, Ac, 

E. GREY. 


(No 001) S ‘ r A ' SkoUo " 10 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 22.) 

I I'NOtlim.'h „r M t ii , St. Pelersburyb, November 12, V.m. 

nows from Arfleld H 'l' ' ' If -™storday whether he had received any further 
• ‘ A' !* I'd. lie replied that ins latest intelligence was that Rahim khan had 
nominated a governor ol the town, who had taken up his residence in the citadel with 
a certain number of men. The bulk of Rahim Khan's forces were assembledhia 

innaoitants ol Anlebil, wlio were overjoyed at tlm arrival of the Russian tronns 
were now appealing to be made Russian subjects. M. Isvolsky said " 

=r y for huu to tell media. the above requests and suggestions had ble“ 

I asked d Rahim Khan had returned to the subject of his march on Tehran Ilia 
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towards Ardebil from Tehran. His Excellency said that the two forces would probably 
come into collision, and if the Government troops were to win a victory it would be 
a satisfactory sign that the Persian Government were capable of re-establishing order 
with their own resources. If, on the contrary, Rahim Khan were to obtain the upper 
hand, he might march on Tehran or Tabreez with the prestige of success. It was 
necessary to retain the Russian troops at Knzvin until the issue of the conflict was 
decided. I did not contest this statement, firstly, because it would have been of no 
avail to do so, and, secondly, because it will be of advantage that when the Russian 
troops are withdrawn there should be little probability of any necessity arising for 
their return. If circumstances were to compel their return, it is possible that their 
stay might lx* an exceedingly prolonged one. 

M. Isvolsky said that his news from Tabreez was not satisfactory. There were 
apparently serious dissensions between Sattar Khan and the fedais on the one hand 
and the governor-general on the other; and the Russian consul seemed to fear that 
disturbances might occur. His Excellency alluded vaguely to the possibility of the 
Russian Government having to reinforce the Russian troops there. 1 remarked that I 
believed that there were about 800 or 900 Russian troops at Tabreez, and I should 
have thought that this force was amply sufficient to afford all the necessary protection 
to Russian subjects and to foreigners. 

I have, &c. 

A. NI00LS0N. 


[42637] No. 166. 

Sir A. Nicolaon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 22.) 

(No. 609.) 

Sir, St. Peternburyh, November 16, 1909. 

I ENQUIRED of M. Isvolsky yesterday whether he had any fresh news from 
Ardebil. He replied tiiat the situation had undergone no material change, and no 
news had been received as to the forces which were advancing from Tabreez and 
Tehran. I asked if the Russian Government had any claims against Rahim Khan, as 
1 had understood from him on a previous occasion that measures would be taken to 
enforce them. His Excellency said that Rahim Khan had recently settled all claims 
against him personally, though possibly he might have to be made liable for the 
plunder of the property of Russian subjects during the recent events. The Russian 
Government had still to settle accounts with two sections of the Shahsevans who had 
never punished, as they had promised, those who had been guilty of the murder of a 
Russian officer, and had never paid the indemnity to which they had agreed. It had 
not been decided whether punishment should be indicted on them for their misdeeds 
now that some Russian troops had arrived at Ardebil. M. Isvolsky added that as soon 
as the situation had cleared up, the Russian troops could be withdrawn from Kazvin, 
but it was necessary to await the results of what occurred when the Persian troops 
arrived, and also to ascertain whether Rahim Khan intended to carry out his menace 
of marching on Tehran. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[42639] No. IG7. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 22.) 

(No. 611.) 

Sir, St. Peternburyh, November 10, 1909. 

IN accordance with the instructions conveyed to mo in vour telegram No. 1328 of 
the 13th instant, I explained to M. Isvolsky the substance of Sir G. Barclay’s proposals 
relative to the measures which might he taken for establishing order and security on 
the Bushire-Isnalian road, and 1 left with his Excellency an nidc-injmoiic on the 
subject, of widen I have the honour to enclose a copy. This afternoon M. Isvolskv 
said tiiat the Russian Government would raise no objections to the scheme, but that lie 
thought that tlie two Governments should take combined action both in regard to the 
northern and the southern roads. 1 am afraid that this suggestion, if acted upon, may 
not l»e very welcome to the Persian Government, and may perhaps render them less 
disposed to view the British project with favour. I did not inform his Excellency of 
[1684] 2 F 
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the procedure which Sir G. Barclay proposes to adopt in laying the matter before the 
Persian Government, as it seemed to me unnecessary to do so at this stage of the 
question, and 1 thought that it would be well to await the decision of His Majesty’s 
Government on the project, and also to defer any observations which you may wish 
me to oiler until I receive the reply of M. Isvolsky in writing. I merely said to 
him this afternoon that His Majesty's Government were examining the project of 
Sir G. Barclay. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. ICf. 

Aide-memoire communicated to M. Iscoleky hi/ Sir A. Nicoteon. 

THE question of maintaining security on the Bushiro-Ispahan roads has Itccome 
an urgent one, and the British Government have now under their consideration certain 
proposals which have been submitted to them by the British Minister at Tehran. 

Sir G. Barclay is of opinion that the most effective means of ensuring the 
suppression of the continued depredations and brigandage which have rendered the 
above-mentioned trade route so unsafe would be the establishment of an efficient corps 
of road guards, lie proposes that a force of GOO road guards should be raised locally, 
who would pat rol the road by sections. These road guards would he organised and 
superintended by six officers, who would ho lent by the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department. The force would he placed under the Ministry of the Interior, miii not 
under the Ministry of War. It is estimated that the total’cost ought not to exceed 
15,000/. a-year, and this expenditure might lie met for a given period- say, for three 
years—by a surcharge of 10 per cent, on the import and export duties at the Persian 
ports of the Gulf. The traders interested in the matter would hardly object to this 
surcharge, as the present illegal levies and enhanced transport rates would cease as 
soon as the road guards were in a position to perform their duties effectively. 

His Majesty's Embassy desires to inform the Imperial Ministry lor Foreign Affairs 
of tin- above project, which the British Government are at present examining. 

11 is Majesty’s Embassy has learnt that the Persian Government, have applied to 
the Imperial Russian Government for the sale of a number of rifles and ammunition, 
and it is earnestly hoped that any conditions which the Imperial Russian Government 
may deem it desirable to impose on the sale of arms will not hamper any action which 
the British Government might desire to take in the way of creating road guards, who 
in reality will he merely a local police for™. His Majesty’s Embassy desires to express 
the confident hope that the Imperial Russian Government will view favourably the 
measures .to which the British Government may wish to secure the consent of the 
Persian Government, in order that order and security may lie re-established on an 
important trade route, as it is a matter of very urgent necessity that the present 
unsatisfactory condition of the southern reads should lie remedied as soon us possible. 

tit. I’etersbueyb, November 2 (15), U)0i). 


[42615] No. 1G8. 

■Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdirard Greu.—(Received November 22.) 

(No. 201.) 

r ’' r ' .... Tehran, October 30, ID09. 

•SINCE my last review of the situation disturbances have broken out in eastern 
Azerbaijan, where Rahim Khan and the Shahsevuns are seriously threatening Ardebil. 
Rahim Khali is stated to have given out that ho is acting in the "interest of Mohammed 
Ah. hut his previous record tends rather to the supposition that it is a looting rather 
tli;m a political movement. However this may lie, tin* Persian Government are con- 
centrating all their efforts to deal with this brigand chief. Mukhtrcr-ex-Siiltaneh has 
sent from Tahreez reinforcements to the number of 1,500 for Sattar Khan, who has 
with him a force of 1,00», and a further force of 1,500 is being dispatched from Tehran. 
llie.se hitter troops should he a good lighting force, as they comprise, amongst others, 
a number of Persian Cossacks and of Bnklitiari, as well as some 300 Mujaheddin 
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(nationalist volunteers who fought under Sipahdar at the time of the revolution) 
commanded by Yprim, who was the leading spirit in Sipahdar’s force, and has since 
been doing excellent work as chief of police in the capital. What is perhaps more to 
be desired, however, than the dispatch of troops is a clear understanding on the part 
of the Shahsevans and Rahim Khan’s men that Rahim Khan does not enjoy Russian 
sympathy, and that, in the event of Russian intervention being necessary, he will be made 
to bear the consequences of his misdeeds. Some two months ago, as I have reported 
by telegraph, a small Russian force was sent to his district from Tahreez, accompanied 
by a consular officer, with the object of exacting compensation for injury to Russian 
interests. This object was achieved, but that the expedition should have been followed 
shortly after by Rahim Khan’s active rebellion has given rise to the suspicion that the 
purpose of the expedition was other than the recovery of plunder. Such a suspicion 
was perhaps inevitable among a people always ready to attribute their troubles to 
Russian intrigue, but the Russian acting consul-general would have done better to 
avoid intercourse of any kind with Rahim Khan. The mission to this brigand chief 
was imprudent, to say the least, of it, as was also the dispatch of the doctor of the 
Russian consulate-general a little later in order to treat him for an attack of paralysis, 
for however absurd the suspicion that Russia is inciting Rahim Khan to disorder may 
be, his intercourse with the Russian consulate-general may easily be made by him to 
appear as an indication of Russian sympathy. The Russian doctor was instructed to 
urge him to keep quiet, hut, as a member of the Government said to my Russian 
colleague, Rahim Khan probably gave out amongst his followers that he brought 
messages of good-will from the Russian consulate-general. Since then M. Miller has 
been instructed to convey to him a warning that he will Is; held personally responsible 
for any injury to Russian interests wrought by his tribesmen or the Shahsevans. It is 
to he hoped that, this message will facilitate the task of Reshid-ul-Mulk, who, as 
reported in my telegram No. 7GI, has been sent by Mukhber-es-Sultaueh to negotiate 
with a view to a peaceful settlement. 

Except for Ardebil, my information shows that the state of public order in the 
provinces is relatively satisfactory. Seyyid Hussein Lari lias been summoned to 
Tehran, and I have heard no more of Lingah’s being exposed to danger from this 
turbulent seyyid. The Yezdikasht district, on the border of the provinces of Kars and 
Ispahan, is suffering from the depredations of the Kuhgeluis, unci at this point traffic 
is held up on the Sliiraz-Ispalmn road, but, apart from this, the state of the southern 
.roads shows some improvement. The roads from Yezd to Ispahan anil Kerman are now 
open to traffic, and it is reported that caravans have recommenced running on the road 
from Bushire to Shiraz, though I learn this morning that the Kashgais arc blocking the 
road between Kazeruti and Shiraz. 

In Tehran there is no sign of any trouble, and the Resht road seems to Ik* no less 
safe than it always has lieen. Early in the period under review there was some 
discontent amongst a number of the Mujaheddin. The meetings of some sixty or 
seventy of these to protest against the alleged misappropriation of funds by Sipahdar 
gave occasion for alarmist rumours, hut the movement was entirely pacific, and there 
was never any ground for apprehending trouble. Sipahdar, the Prime Minister, visited 
one of their meetings and apparently satisfied the malcontents, for there have been no 
more of these miniature demonstrations. The situation of the Government remains 
apparently what it was four weeks ago. On the surface the advanced Nationalists seem 
to he co-operating with the Government, and indeed olio of them, Vussuk-ed-Dowleh, 
has joined the Cabinet as Minister of Justice in the place of Furman Karma, who is 
said to have resigned in the hope of getting a better jwst. in the next Ministry. 
Nevertheless, the opinion is general that when the Medjliss meets a determined 
attempt will be made to ujiset the Ministry. More than sixty deputies arc said to be 
now in Tehran. A quorum for the meeting of the Medjliss is sixty-one, Imt it will not 
open until there is sufficient margin ; taking into account the possibility of some of the 
elections being found to have been irregular, a fortnight may therefore elapse before the , 
Assembly meets. 

1 am happy to say that my Russian colleague has recommended the withdrawal of 
the hulk of the Russian troops from Kazvin. It is to ho hoped that the Russian 
Government will In; guided by his advice. I feel that it may well be a case of “now or 
never," for if the Medjliss meets before the force at Kazvin has been reduced, I regard 
as inevitable an anti-Russian agitation which would make it very difficult for Russia 
to withdraw her troojys. The good impression which the reduction of her force at 
Tahreez was expected to produce has been, if noticeable at all, merely momentary, and 
there is already a good deal of clamour in the press. The agitation, however, has not 
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yet assumed such proportious as to make a withdrawal of the troops from Kazvin 
difficult for Russia's amour-propre, and there is still time for her to take this step with 
a good grace. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 

P.8. October 31.—Since writing the above I have learned from my Russian 
colleague that his Government have decided to withdraw the hulk of the Kazvin force. 
Sixty men are to l>t* left at Kazvin, and between 400 and 500 are to remain for the 
moment at Resht and Enzeli At the same time that M. Poklewsky gave me this 
information I received Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 462 to you, in view of which I 
have not reported by telegraph. 


[42616] No. 100. 

sir G. limdm/ to Sir Edward Greij.—(Received November 22.) 

(No. 202.) 

Sir, Tehran, November 4, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the past four weeks. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 109. 

No. 1 i. - Sum nun if of Events in Persia for tour weeks ending November 4, 1909. 


Tehran. 

VOSOUK-ED-lK >WX*EH, a prominent Nationalist, has succeeded Prince Furman 
Karma ils Minister of Justice. This appointment is a new departure, as Vosouk-ed- 
Dowleh 1ms so far never held Ministerial office. 

2. Nnsr-ul-Mulk arrived at Tehran on the 30th October. 

3. In consequence of the alarming news received from Ardebil respecting the 
activity of Raliiin Khan and the Sliahsevan tribe a force of Cossacks and “ Mujadihin ” 
has left for that place, and more are to follow. M. Yeprem, the chief of police, is to 
command the latter, hut has not left yet. 

4. Various methods are being adopted for the purpose of increasing the revenue. 
A contract has I een given to a syndicate for the supply of meat in Tehran, the 
royalty on which will, it i* hoped, firing in 120.000 tomans u-year. The Police 
Department is being run on the revenue derived from taxes on public vehicles, alcohol, 
opium, &c. 

f). Mujd-ul-Islum, the editor of the “ Nedai Vatan ” newspaper, who was tried and 
sentenced to live years’ deportation for reactionary intrigue, has been pardoned and 
released. 

6. Of the numerous newspapers at present published at Tehran, the “ Iran-i-Nuu” 
and the “oharq" are the most important. Of late their pages have been filled with 
somewhat violent attacks on Russia chiefly with regard to the presence of Russian 
troops in Persia. The considerable reduction effected lately at Tabreez did not cause 
any abatement of this campaign, hut the decision of the Russian Government to with¬ 
draw the lvazvin force will undoubtedly have a good effect. 

7. The press announces that the total amount so far collected by forced subscrip¬ 
tions is a little over 200,000 tomans (40,00u/.), of which half was paid by the Zil- 
es-Sultan. 

8. The Government is still of a provisional nature pending the convocation of 
Parliament, and the Ministers are assisted by the committee, which has periodical 
sittings to discuss matters.of public interest. The proceedings of this committee are 
published in the press, and these accounts seem to show that the committee acts as a 
provisional Parliament. Foreign and internal politics are discussed and the acts of the 
Ministers are criticised, and general supervision over the Government is exercised in a 
somewhat informal manner. 
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9. There is a general feeling of distrust towards Sipahdar and Serdar Assad, and 
it is hoped that they will resign office when the Medjliss meets. 

10. There are about sixty-four deputies in Tehran, which is just over the necessary 
quorum of sixty-one, but there ; s os yet no sign of the convocation of Parliament. It 
is said that the credentials of some of the provincial candidates are probably not in 
order and it is preferred to wait for a substantial majority in order to be certain of a 
quorum. The Parliament building, moreover, which was nearly wrecked by the 
bombardment of 1908, is still undergoing repairs and does not appear to be nearly 
ready. It is iioped, however, that the House will sit liefore the end of November. 

11. An incident occurred on the 26th October at the auction of Amir Bahadur’s 
property, which is being held under the supervision of the Russian Legation. 
Police officers eame while the auction was in progress and stated that they had orders 
to stop proceedings as rio auctions could take place without Government permission. 
An angry altercation ensued between Amir Bahadur’s representative (a Russian 
subject) and the police, hut the auctioneers and other Persians present filed out 
crvmg: “Long live the constitution—we obey the police.” The Russian Legation 
insisted on, and obtained, an apology for this aflront. 

12. Captain Petzel, attache to the German Legation, is constantly consulted by 
Sipahdar on military matters. 

G. P CHURCHILL. 


Tabreez. 

1. The nineteen members of the National Assembly for Azerlmijan have been 
elected. They are, on the whole, men of integrity, and, if led properly by capable 
party leaders, should become a useful force for reform. Five of them, including Taki 
Zadeh and Musteshar-ed-Dowleh, were members of the former National Assembly. 
Only four lesser molluhs are included in the nineteen; this is indicative of the eclipse 
of clericalism, perhaps the most significant feature of the election. Seventeen of the 
nineteen in embers belong to Tabreez itself; it is regretted that the outlying parts of 
the province are not better represented, but this is to some extent due to the electoral 
law itself. In the opinion of the governor-general the system of direct election would 
have secured adjuster and wider representation in Azerbaijan. Soujboulak, apparently 
owing to Turkish obstruction, took no part in the elections. 

2. With the exception of the Ardebil district Azerbaijan has remained quiet. The 
trouble at Ardebil is clue to Rahim Khan, who, immediately after the withdrawal of 
the Russian detachment from Alrnr, collected a force, and at the same time instigated 
the Shahsevans, some of whose chiefs had already made terms with the new Govern¬ 
ment, to rebellion. The combined forces had by the 22nd October, practically 
surrounded Ardebil, and a good deal of fighting took place. The telegraph-lines were 
cut, so that news was much delayed. The governor-general took immediate steps to 
collect a force to relieve Sattar Khan, who, with 1,000 men, is in Ardebil, and by the 
28th October Bagher Khun, with 1,500 cavalry and infantry, had started from 
Tabreez, while Samad Khan, at Maragha, had 800 men ready to march when ordered. 
The governor-general had meanwhile dispatched Reshid-ul-Mulk, with 100 Persian 
Cossacks, to Sarah to negotiate with the rebels. Reshid-ul-Mulk tooK with him a letter 
from the Russian consul-general, informing him that he would lx* held personally 
responsible for harm to Russian life or property. M. Miller also instructed the 
Russian vice-consul at Ardebil to convey this message to Rahim Khan. In another 
letter sent by Reshid-ul-Mulk M. Miller said he knew Rahim Khan had instigated the 
Shahsevans, and he would hold him responsible for the damage done by them. It is 
hoped that these communications, which are the outcome of instructions received by 
M. Miller from the Russian Minister at Tehran, may have a good effect. The governor- 
general informed Mr. Smart privately that unless the Russians abstained from 
encouraging Rahim Khan and the Shahse.vans a catastrophe involving Russian inter¬ 
vention a second time was inevitable. The Government forces contain a large 
reactionary element at, present loyal to the new regime, hut if this element gets the 
idea that tin* rebels are Ricked by the Russians it may not remain loyal. From Tehran 
u force of 1,600 men of all arms with three guns has been dispatched to Ardebil under 
the command of M. Yefraim, chief of police. 

3. Two hundred Persian Cossacks with four guns from Tehran and 200 Inauloo 
horsemen from Zinjan, intended to form the governor-general's escort, arrived on the 
23rd October. 

t 1G84J 2 G 
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4. The reduction of the number of Russian troops in Azerbaijan was begun on the 
17th OctoW, when one field lottery and two companies of infantry left Tabreez for 
Russia. They were followed on the 19th by two companies of infantry, half company 
of sappers, and some men and horses of the mountain battery, which was reduced to a 
pence footing. General Snarski and his staff left on the 21st October. On the *23rd 
October the Kussian consul-general stated that there remained 1,100 men at Tabreez, 
100 infantry at Uruinia, and 100 Cossacks at Ardebil. The Russian Minister at Tehran 
gave the figure at Tabreez as 1,000. 

Kasvin. 

One thousand six hundred Russian troops are still at Kazvin, and detachments 
have l>een placed at each stage on the Kesht road during the past month. The Russian 
Government lias now decidea to withdraw all but sixty men from Kazvin and 400 from 
Reslit and Enzeli. 

Resht. 

Quiet has prevailed. The governor-general and the local assembly are said to have 
disagreed, but there has been no open rupture. Some Persian Cossacks having reached 
Resht from Tehran, many of the Caucasian volunteers have been dismissed. 

Zinjan. 

Negotiations between the Government and Mollali Kurban Ali were prolonged to 
nearly the end of October, but a satisfactory arrangement was then arrived at, and 
the Governor has reached Zinjan and assumed his duties. 

Meshed. 

1 . The district appears to have remained quiet, although neither the Governor- 
General nor the local assembly is credited with possessing much authority. A growing 
scarcity of money and employment is reported. As a result of strong orders from the 
Minister of the Interior, the local “ volunteers" have stored some of their arms, but they 
still appear armed in the streets. The Russian consul-general at the beginning of 
October wrote a strong note to the local Foreign Office agent attacking the governor- 
general. 

2 . M. Petrov, who has been appointed Russian consul at Kerman, arrived on the 
4th October, and left on the Gtli for Kerman. 

3. Major Sykes left for Krusnovodsk on short leave on the 14th October. 

Tu rbu t-i-Haideri. 

1. Eight Russian Cossacks arrived from Kerman on the 13th September en route 
for Russia via Karez. On the 16th eight, whose destination was unknown, arrived from 
Russia. On the 19th ten arrived from Russia. On the 25th eight arrived from Seistan 
for Russia, and on the 9th October eight from Kerman for Russia. 

2. On the 23rd September a large caravan arrived from Yezd escorted by fifty' 
80 wars. This was the first caravan to get through for a long time, and its arrival caused 
great satisfaction to the merchants. 

3. Lieutenants Mnkaharof and Ivantchenko arrived from Meshed on the 22nd 
September. They were students of the St Petersburg Academy of Oriental Languages, 
and had l>een granted three months’ study leave to Persia. 

4. The Russian oflicor at Karez left in the first week of October for Pul-i- 
Khatun. 

Seistan. 

During August 3,313 cases were treated and 54 operations performed in the 
consular hospital. 

2. The situation has remained unchanged and quiet prevails. 

liirjund. 

Shauknt-ul-Mulk, on reappointment to the governorship of Kaiu, assumed oflice on 
the 20th September. There were rumours that Hishmut-ul-Mulk’s Baluchis would 
create trouble, but Shaukat-ul-Mulk took precautions, and there have been no 
disturbances. 
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■ Ispahan. 

The town and district have remained undisturbed. Sainsam-es-Saltaneh has 
expressed a desire to resign the governorship, but bis sincerity in this is open to 
question. He is known to be on bad terms with the other Bakhtiari khans, who accuse 
him of refusing to share the emoluments of Ispahan with them us agreed. All the 
roads appear to be safe excepting that near Yezdikaast, on the Shiraz road, there 
has been an incursion of Kugheluis, who have robbed several caravans and plundered 
villages. The Persian Cossacks, en route for Shiraz, who left Ispahan on the 
17th October, have also been held up by them north of Yezdikaast. A force of 
Bakhtiaris has been dispatched to clear the road. 

2 . On the 7th October MM. Dmitrieff and Nikitine, of the Russian consulate- 
genera!, left for St. Petersburgh. 

Kashan. 

Nail) Hussein (see last summary) is still at large, but forces are in motion against 
him. The Persian authorities at Ispahan have requested that he may be refused 
admission to the consulate-general should he try to take refuge there. 


Sultanabad. 

Mr. Strauss, acting vice-consul, reports that the people of the province of Iraq are 
being driven to despair by the Bakhtiaris. Complaints of the plundering of the Kasas 
district by Hussein Khan Zarghan, Bakhtiari, having reached Tehran, the Minister of 
the Interior directed his brother, H;iji Khusru Khan, to proceed from the Bakhtiari 
country to Iraq, to punish the offenders and restore the plunder to its owners. Khusru 
Khan went to Iraq and about the 15th October telegraphed to Tehran that he had 
carried out his instructions. This, Mr. Strauss says, is not the case. He states that 
Haji Khusru Khan joined forces with Hussein Khan Zarghan. and plundered some 
villages and two Lur tribes, and that large flocks of sheep have been driven of}' to the 
Baklitiari country. Ilis Majesty’s Minister has drawn the attention of the Minister of 
the Interior to Mr. Strauss’report and the Minister has promised to enquire into the 
truth of the statements made m that report. In Sultanabad itself a leading priest who, 
according to Mr. Strauss, enjoys the support of the Bakhtiaris, is tyrannising the people. 
The present governor appears to be worse than useless. 

Yezd. 

On the 28th September the suburban Parsee village of Qasiinabad was raided by 
Taftis who beat men and women and carried off three men besides much plunder. The 
prisoners were subsequently released after some ill-treatment on payment of a ransom. 
On the 29th the inhabitants of Qasimabad and a number of Parsee priests, merchants 
and others from the town took refuge in the vice-consulate against the oppression of 
the Taftis, who were at the time very active all round Yezd, raiding the villages and 
plundering the people. They remained in refuge until the 19th October when the new 
governor, Sardar-i-.lang, Bakhtiari, arrived and assured them that they should he 
protected and the Taftis punished. The new governor’s arrival has Imd a very good 
effect on the situation and the roads are now open and safe. 


Kermanshah. 

1. A reconciliation between the two factions in the town has been effected through 
Daoud Khan, the Kalhur chief. IIu is to preserve order outside the town, and a 
commission of notables inside. The governor having received no troops from Tehran has 
informed the Central Government that he accepts no responsibility. Rumours of 
dissensions at Tehran have had a disturbing effect and until affairs at the capital are 
constituted on a firm basis no progress is to he expected in local a flairs. Daoud Khan 
has been appointed by the Central Government “ chief of the tribes.” He collected the 
chiefs, who swore to act with him. It is said that he advised them to avoid paying 
taxes and to make raids, but not to attack pilgrims or merchants’ goods If the now 
regime prove permanent and he is called on to restore order, lie will reply that this can 
only l)e done it the chiefs are paid to establish a police force. 

2. Most of the property taken in the robbery reported in last summary was restored 
to its owners. 






Kerman. 


1 . The town and district have remained quiet. Rafat-i-Nizam was summoned to 
Tehran from Bam, whereupon the people of Bam closed their shops and took refuge in 
the telegrnph-olHce, protesting that they would not let him go, as he was protecting 
them against the raids of the Baluchis. He, however, started for Tehran on the 
25th September. 

2. All the Baluchi chiefs are said to have made peace among themselves, each 
keeping to his own fort and district ; but they have sworn on the Koran to join 
together to oppose any attempt of the Persian Government to retake Baluchistan. 


1. The new governor-general, Saham ed-Dowleh, has displayed extraordinary 
efiergv in putting into order the administration of the province. He has established a 
number of bureaux each with a definite task— c.y., Justice, Police, Army, Revenue, 
Tribal Affairs—and insists on the work of these bureaux being done. He has reduced 
Nasr-ed-l)<iwleh to abject submission, and compels him to accompany him in all his 
official woik. He signalised his arrival by hangings well-known ruffian who was in 
the personal employ of Nasr-ed-Dowleh. This, combined with exemplary punishments 
in other cases, has helped to establish bis authority. For the moment all opposition is 
paralysed, but the governor-general has made many enemies—especially the clergy—and 
His Majesty’s consul considers that it will he a miracle of successful bluff if he manages 
to maintain himself. He has already made some progress in the settlement of British 
claims, 'fhe general situation may he summed up as follows : The governor-general has 
frightened everyone with whom he has come in personal contact, mainly by his perfect 
self-confidence and placid ignoring of all difficulties, but it seems unlikely that the same 
impression will he produced by his lieutenants in other parts of the province, and it 
remains to be seen whether his authority will survive the first serious check which it 
may receive, unless he receives reinforcements of some kind wit h which the inhabitants 
are not too familiar. The unknown factor in the situation is the attitude of the tribes 
towards the new regime. Hearing that the extreme party amongst the Constitu¬ 
tionalists were in communication with Soulat-ed-Dowleh, Mr. Bill, after consulting the 
local Foreign Office agent, wrote to Soulat-od-Dowleh, reminding him of his promise to 
support any governor except Ala-ed-Dowleh, and urging him to support the governor. 
Before receiving this letter Soniat sent in one of his adherents with a letter of 
introduction to Sir. Bill asking that he might be treated with full confidence. Mr. Bill 
informed the governor of this verbally, and told him the reply which he intended to 
make, emphasising the filet that it was only in the absence of any properly-constituted 
authority that lie had been compelled to enter into somewhat unusual relations with the 
nomad chief. The governor fully accepted the situation, and discussed the position of 
Soulat-ed-Dowleh with apparent frankness. Ho said that he had no prejudices on the 
subject, that the Government in Tehran had been in favour of the dismissal of Soulat, 
but lie had urged the desirability of giving him a chance, and that as long ns ho kept 
the Kashgnis quiet he had no quarrel with him, but if lie failed to do so he would 
be dismissed in the same way as any other failure. Soulat’s emissary visited the 
consulate on the 5th October. He began by hinting that the new regime was too good 
to last, hut, on being pressed for a definite message, said that Soulat had full confidence 
in the new governor-general personally, hut knew that Sardar Assad was his enemy, 
and t he friend of the Kay amis, and lie could not help being uneasy when he sa w 
Kawam-ul-Mulk Governoi of Kerman and Nazr-ed-Dowleh the governor’s right-hand 
man. ^ lie was reassured on the latter point; it is, indeed, quite clear that the governor 
bus Nazr-ed-Dowleh under his thumb. Mr. Bill also repeated his exhortation to 
Soulat-ed-Dowleh to make his words good by loyally supporting the new rtigime; and 
the chances of this seem good on the whole, although considerable pressure will 
probably be brought to bear in the opposite sense. Soulat will, of course; deserve no 
consideration whatever if lie listens to the latter, hut there cau he no doubt that the 
difference in the fortunes of the llkhunis, of the Baktiaris, and Kashgnis rankles with 
him. lie continues to approach Shiraz very slowly, but this is natural, as he is 
accompanying the regular migration. 

2 . As the arrival of Seyid Abdul Hussein Lari, who has been summoned to 
Tehran at Sliinus might lead to disturbances Mr. Bill considers it best that the rein¬ 
forcement of the consular guard should remain there until either troops arrive from 
Tehran, or Furs is guaranteed safety from the Seyid. 
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3. Haidar Khan of Kamatij, has died of a wound inflicted by one of his servants 
and his followers have left Kazerun. The road between Kazerun and Konartakhteh is 
reported to be most unsafe. It is said to be in the hands of Kashgai tribesmen, who 
are reported to be engaged in plundering. This recrudescence of disorder is unfor¬ 
tunate as caravans were once more just beginning to use this route to Bushire. 


Persian Gulf. 


1 . The local assembly has continued to meet two or three times a week, hut does 
not appear to have transacted any business of importance. At the instigation of the 
agent of Seyid Abdul Hussein Lari it telegraphed to Tehran endeavouring to show that 
the Seyid was a Nationalist and innocent of the charges of robbery, &c., brought 
against him. In reply it was enjoined not to interfere in the matter. 

2 . The French vice-consul, having been recalled to France, His Majesty’s acting- 
consul-general has temporarily taken charge of French interests at Bushire. 


On the 30th September a telegram was received at Bushire from His Majesty’s 
consul at Bunder Abbas, stating that he had received a report from the residency 
agent at Lingah, to the effect that Seyid Abdul Ilusseiu Lari had taken Bastek, that 
the inhabitants of Lingah were panic-stricken, and many were leaving the place. The 
governor-general, who was at Bunder Abbas, assured Captain Bae that the town 
would he safe, as he was sending the “ Persepolis ” with troops to defend it. 


1 . The guard of Indian troops, which has been at the oil-works for the past two 
years, left Persiii on the 24th September, except four men who remain as a personal 
guard to IT is Majesty’s consul at Moliammerah. 

2 . Fakhr-ul-Mulk, the new governor of Arabistan, assumed office at the end of 
September. His arrival coincided with the recurrence of robberies on the Shuster— 
Dizful road, where the Sagwand tribe looted 700 animals and their loads* The 
governor appears to lx> powerless. Sardar Aria was requested by the Central 
Government to continue tie facto governor of Arabistan, as he was when Haji 
Suif-ed-Dowleh was governor. He replied that he could not undertake to do this, 
and that, Fakhr-ul-Mulk having been appointed without consulting him, the respon¬ 
sibility of governing Arabistan must be with him only. Sardar Arfa has now with¬ 
drawn his nominees from Shuster and Dizful, and a recurrence of trouble there is 
t<> be expected. He resents greatly receiving enquiries and instructions from Sardar 
Assad as Minister of the Interior. 

.3. M. /winno continues his policy of introducing a new and stricter rdgime in the 
administration ot the customs, and his action is arousing widespread resentment. 

4. Messrs. Wonckhaus and ( o.’s Moliammerah agent, M. ( arstens, having died, his 
place has been taken, temporarily at all events, by Mr. Bundles, an Englishman, aged 
about 22, fresh from Hamburg, and unable to speak any language hut German and 
English. He does not seem to possess any particular capacity for commercial dealings 
nor to Lie greatly attached to the firm. 


5. Mr. E. B. Soane, lateof the Imperial Bank of Persia, who 1ms been travelling 
and living in disguise in Sulaimaniah and Kurdistan in order to investigate linguistic 
problems on behalf ot an Oriental society in England, arrived at Moliammerah on the 
24th September. 

C. B. STOKES, Major , 

Military Attache. 


[ 1084 ] 







[41925] No. 170. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 22,1909. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 13th instant respecting Sir (1. Barclay’s and Major (.'ox’s 
scheme for maintaining security on the Unshire-Ispahan road, and to inform you that, 
in Sir E. Grey’s opinion, the scheme will require mature consideration, and that tho 
arrival of Sir G. Barclay’s despatch on the subject and Major Cox’s return to London 
should ho awaited before any definite decision as to its adoption can be reached. In 
the meanwhile the Board of Trade have been consulted as to these proposals, and they 
have been requested to communicate with British firms trading with I’ersia in order to 
ascertain what their views arc likely to lie as regards the proposed surtax of 10 per 
cent, on export and import duties in the Persian Gulf, which appears to Sir E. Grey to 
be the most contentious point in the scheme. 

Viscount Morley will have seen from tho telegram to Sir A. Nicolson of the 12th 
instant (a copy of which is enclosed for convenience of reference 0 ) that a reserve with 
regard to road guards in Southern Persia has already been made to the Russian 
Government in regard to the proposal that the Persian Government should employ 
none but Russian officers for their gendarmerie. A further telegram has now been 
dispatched to him, making it clear that this reserve must cover the Bnkhtiari road and 
any road within the British sphere of influence, as well as that running from Busliire 
to Shiraz and Ispahan, 

* I am, &c. 

F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[42960] No. 171. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 23.) 

(No. 7-(l.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 23, 1909. 

1 AM informed by M. Poklowski that Russian Government understood that the 
employment of military officers was contemplated under the proposed scheme for 
maintaining order on the Busliire-Ispahan road. Russian Minister has informed his 
Government that this is an error, but from a telegram which lie has since received it 
appears that they still misinterpret the scheme. 

According to the proposal of Major Cox and myself, the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department was to second a certain number of telegraph officers to be employed for the 
purpose. 


[42961] No. 172. 

Mr. Marlinq to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 23.) 

(No. 357.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople , November 23, 1909. 

SOCIIETE du Tombac. 

This company is for practical purposes it department of the Imperial Ottoman 
Bank, and it is not in our power to bring our influence to bear upon it us suggested 
in Tehran telegram No. 700 (repeated to me in your telegram No. 085 of the 
20 th ultimo). 

The Russian Ambassador is hopeful of obtaining the renewal, on equal terms, of 
tho contract with the Russian steamer company, while the manager of the Socibte du 
Tombac says that they will take the best offer made to them, the question of the 
renewal being therefore simply one of terms. 

Tho present contract has still a year to run. 


• No. 139. 
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[43003] No. 173. 

India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 24.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 19th November, relative to the Shiraz escort. 

India Office, November 23, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 173. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, November 19, 1909. 

PLEASE see your telegram of the 19th October last as to affairs at Shiraz. Ilia 
Majesty’s Minister nt Tehran has been informed under date the 15th [November that 
the proposal made by him has been sanctioned for so long a time as ho s satisfied that, 
for the safety of the British consulate, additional guards are necessary. 


[43079] No. 174, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 24.) 

(No. 788.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 24, 1909. 

NAVIGATION of Lake Urumia. 

With reference to my telegrams Nos. 7(11 and 777 of the 2nd November and the 
13th November respectively, I have the honour to report that Stevens, having practically 
come to an agreement, with the road company, is leaving Tabrcez for Soujboulak in 
order to try to persuade Imam Kuli to make terms with the company. 

After consultation with my Russau colleague, 1 have authorised His Majesty’s 
acting consul-general to proceed to Soujboulak, as Mr. Smart was of opinion that his 
presence there would materially aid negotiations, and f have instructed him to use 
every effort to bring about an arrangement which the Russians approve, lie will be 
away for some three weeks, during which period the consulate-general will be in 
charge of Stevens’s father. 


[43078] No. 175. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 24.) 

(No. 789.1 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 24, 1909. 

SITUATION in Eastern Azerbaijan. 

In continuation of my telegram No. 771 of the 11th November, I am informed by 
His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez that Ardebil has been occupied by 
3,200 Russian troops. Tho regiment which I reported was to be held in readiness at 
Astara is evidently included in this force. M. Poklowski has not been informed that it 
has reached Ardebil, but his consul has announced the arrival of its colonel. 
Instructions had been sent to the regiment to remain at Astara, Russian Minister 
tells me. 

The prompt withdrawal of the troops stationed at Kazvin is now more than ever 
to be desired in consequence of this now development. Rahim Khan cannot be 
regarded now as a danger, even by extreme alarmists. 
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143119] No. 176. 

India Oj/ice to Foreign Office.—(Received November 25.) 

Sir, India Office, November 24, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 13th November, I am directed to say that 
Viscount Morley concurs in the view of Secretary Sir E. Grey as to the desirability of 
examining the possibilities of effecting a connection between Bushire and the Jahrum- 
Aliabad-Firazabad route. 

On learning that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury will accept 
as a charge against British revenues a moiety of the estimated expenditure stated in 
my letter of the 28th October last, he will inform the Government of India that their 
proposals are approved. 

I am, &c. 

Ii. RITCHIE. 


[43153] No. 177. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 

<No. 490.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 25, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia. Please refer to telegram No. 789 of to-day’s date from 
Tehran. 

When I saw M. Isvolsky this afternoon, his Excellency told me that the Kazvin 
force was to be reduced by 300 men, who were to return to Russia. He also said as 
regards the situation at Ardebil that the question was under the consideration of the 
Russian Government of how those Shahsevans were to be treated who had plundered 
and committed other crimes: some punishment might possibly be necessary. As 
regards the report to the effect that the Persian Government forces had inflicted a 
defeat, on the rebels, he had no otlicial news on the subject. It was always the 
intention of the Russian Government that the force? sent to Ardebil should be of 
considerable size, but it mav be assumed that as soon as the authority of the central 
Government has been re-established in that neighbourhood, and when the Shahsevans 
have been dealt with, the Russian troops will be withdrawn from the town. 1 will 
make enquiries of his Excellency as to their exact numbers. 


[43169J No. 178. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 790.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , November 25, 1909 

M. PASSER, Russian consul-general at Bushire, and M. Kadlobowsky, late acting 
consul-general at Bushire, wore attacked on their way from Shiraz to Bushire two 
stages out from Shiraz, near Dastarjin, by Boarmadis, a branch of the Kuhgclui tribes. 
Several members of the escort were wounded, and one Russian Cossack was killed. 
M. Passek and his party have retreated on Khan-i-Zinian. 

The telegraph doctor, Woollatt, accompanied by His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz, 
with an escort of Indian sowars and Persians, have gone to their assistance. I have 
approved Mr. Bill's action in accompanying Dr. Woollatt, as it would be unsafe for the 
doctor to proceed thither escorted only by Persians. 


[43183] No. 179. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 791.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 25, 1909. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. 790 of the 25th November. 

M Poklewski informs me that several caravans, doubtless for the sake of protection, 
had joined M. Passek’s party. 
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They were ambushed by 250 tribesmen yesterday morning. Casualties included 
some twelve Persians attached to the caravans, among whom was a local official 
commanding the caravan guards, in addition to those reported in my immediately 
preceding telegram. Fighting lasted half-an-hour. The tribesmen robbed the caravans, 
but cyphers and consular archives were saved from them. 
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Referring to our letter of the 16th November, in reply to your letter 401G1/09, 
we find that we could wire the advice to Tehran from here at a cost of about 
30*.-, and therefore, if the expense to your Office will be much more than this figure, 
perhaps you will be good enough to allow us to cable His Majesty’s Minister direct. 
In this case we shall bo obliged if you will kindly let us know at once, so that we 
may wire Tehran in time for His Majesty’s Minister to take any steps which he may 
find to be necessary before the 30th instant. 

We are, &c. 

ELLINGER and Co. 


[43441] No. 183. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 27.) 

(No. 702.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , November 27, 1009. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 595 of the 18th July. 

I am informed by the Persian Government that the appointment of Azad-ul-Mulk 
as Regent has been confirmed by the Mcdjliss. 


[42634] No. 184. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 807.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 27, 1909. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 004 of the 12th instant, 
reporting a conversation with the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs respecting 
recent events at Ardebil. 

On the 22nd instant 1 told the Russian chargd d’affaires, who enquired whether 
I had any news from Persia, that everything appeared to have gone well at Ardebil, 
and that all trouble there seemed to be over. I hoped therefore that the withdrawal 
of troops from Ka/.vin, which had been suspended solely because of the trouble at 
Ardebil, might now be proceeded with. 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[43446] No. 185. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 28.) 

(No. 498.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 28, 1909. 

M. ISVOLSKY spoke to me yesterday, in the course of an interview, on the subject 
of the regrettable incident in Southern Persia, i.e., the recent attack on the Russian 
consul. His Excellency observed that the acting Russian consul had been on a 
previous occasion attacked by the same tribesmen and that no reparation had been 
made. The punishment of the delinquents and the payment of compensation would, 
however, be insisted on bv the Russian Government this time, and representations 
would be made to the Persian Government. He added that the evacuation by'Russian 
troops was delayed by such incidents. 1 pointed out to M. Isvolsky that the question 
of our establishing road guards was proved by this incident to be both necessary and 
urgent , but no written reply from him on this subject has reached me yet. I was given 
no indication as to what steps the Russian Government propose to take in the event of 
the Persiiui Government proving incapable of inflicting the necessary punishiaent on 
the tribesmon concerned in this attack. 
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[43444] No. 186. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 28.) 

(No. 793.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran , November 28, 1909. 

EASTERN Azerbaijan. 

1 am informed by His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabrcez that Shahsevans 
have gone into winter quarters at Moghan and that Rahim Khan has retired to 
Karadagh. In addition to keeping open roads from Ardebil to Astara and Tabreez 
with Russian troops, it is proposed to place Russian garrisons at Ahar, Messhepar, and 
Moghan. 

\\ ith reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 496, no information has reached 
me to the effect that Persian troops had defeated rebels, who dispersed as the result, 
Mr. Smart informs me, of negotiations with the Russian troops. 


[43584] No. 187. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 

(No. 625.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgky November 26, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the attack by Persian brigands on M. Passek, 
Russian consul-general at Bushire, on his journey from Shiraz forms the subject of a 
leuding article in the “ Novoe Vremya ” of to-day. 

The journal observes that this incident confirms, in an unpleasantly realistic 
manner, the comments made in its columns a day or two ago as to the extremely curious 
statement made in the Shah’s Speech from the Throne* to the effect that the Persian 
population were filled with grief and alarm at the presence of foreign troops on Persian 
territory. Asa matter of fact order is guaranteed and safety of life ensured only in 
those places where there are a sufficient number of Russian soldiers. The troops of the 
Governor-General of Azerbaijan who were dispatched against Rahim Khan are returning 
to Tabreez after having remained a wh *le month at Serab doing nothing. The notorious 
Sattar Khan has fled from Ardebil, leaving the inhabitants to their fate. Persian and 
Russian merchants put all their hopes in the Russian troops at Ardebil and Tabreez for 
keeping the trade routes open. Such, then, is the sorrow of the Persian people over the 
“ foreign invasion.” Six trading caravans, belonging to those very Persians who (in 
the words of the Speech fnun the Throne) are so grievously dismayed by the presence of 
Russian troops in Persian territory, had attached themselves to the weakly guarded 
Russian transport column. After giving the details-of the attack as reported by the 
telegraphic agency, the “ Novoe Vremya” continues : “Such is the order existing in 
Persia—in one of the quietest districts of Persia. Bands of robbers numbering hundreds 
of persons muster there and give regular battle to travellers without let or hindrance. 
Where, then, are the Persian authorities? The 4 serious representations’ made by the 
Russian Minister at Tehran will evoke an equally serious reply from the Persian 
Government, which has just shown in the Speech from the Throne how thoroughly it 
understands the gravity of the situation. But the most serious of diplomatic documents 
will not frighten brigands ; swords and bullets must be employed in dealing with them, 
^(^.pourparlers; And this is the very respect in which the Persian Government is 
incompetent. The force they sent to Ardebil achieved nothing in the course of a month 
except to frighten the peaceful inhabitants. Sattar Khan, the most famous of Persian 
military leaders, has proved his ability by a hurried flight, from the place of danger. 
What, then, is the use of the ‘ most serious ’ representations made by M. Poklewafci ? 
Are they not rather likely to prove a laughing-stock ( The Persian Government knows 
how to compose a Speech from the Throne, but is absolutely incapable of preserving 
general order or even of safeguarding foreign diplomatic representatives. In these 
circumstances, if the Russian Minister feels that lit' is indeed the representative of a 
Great Power and not merely a diplomatic clerk, he should take other steps on his own 
responsibility. Shiraz is situated within the sphere of English influence, and there is 
an English gun-boat always stationed at Bushire. The Persian Government with the 
best will in the world is powerless to satisfy the demand for the punishment of the 
offenders. There remains but one natural resource to ask for the co-operation and 
assistance of English diplomacy, which has already once taken measures by armed 
action to restore order and safety in South-West Persia. This would compel the 
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Persian Government to awake from its slumbers far more effectively than * energetic 1 
representations at Tehran. The telegrams of yesterday evening report that the English 
consul left for the scene of the affair with an escort of British Indian soldiers imme¬ 
diately on learning the news. This shows that the Englishman did not waste time in 
fruitless diplomatic correspondence hut proceeded to action at once. It is this which 
constitutes the enviable difference between English and Russian diplomats.” 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[43527] No. 188. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received November 20.) 

(No. 206.; 

Sir, Tehran , November 8 , 1009. 

I HAVE conferred with Major Cox regarding the question of railways in Persia, 
and 1 have the honour to report that we are in agreement with the Foreign Office 
memorandum of the 29th September, 1908, as to the disastrous effect on British trade 
in Persia of a railway from Mohammerah to Julfa on the lines desired by the Russian 
Government, hut incidentally we should wish to record our opinion that construction of 
the railway Irom north to south, as distinguished from the simultaneous construction 
from butli north and south, would, as enabling Bussian trade gradually to exclude oui- 
own from districts where it now holds its own, be as objectionable as the imposition of 
differential rates in the Russian sphere, and should be as emphatically rejected as the 
latter. Were the work of construction to commence from the Gulf end under our 
auspices, or even from Julfa and Mohammerah simultaneously, and were differential 
rates excluded, it would, of course, greatly benefit oor trade, as it would enable British 
goods to compete favourably with Russian right up to the capital, hut until Russia 
«aii lx? persuaded t«» satisfy us on these points it would be better that the project 
should remain in abeyance. 

At the same time, we think that the ear-marking of a concession for this and 
other railways of special interest to us should no longer he delayed, and that we should, 
in anticipation of the expiry of the railway embargo a year hence, lose no time in 
making the communication to the Persian Government foreshadowed in the memorandum 
handed to M. Isvolsky on the 14th October, 1908, 1 find Major Cox in agreement with this 
memorandum as to the concessions of special importance to British interests, except that 
In* points out the need for joining up Bushin- viit Alialxid with the Bunder Abbas - 
Shiraz line. Incidentally, I may mention in regard to the railways specifically referred 
to in the Russian and British memoranda as most closely concerning the two Powers, 
that I gather from conversation with M. Poklewskv that the reason for the conspicuous 
omission from tin- Russian memorandum of a branch linking Khanikin with the main 
line was that the memorandum dealt with lines which Russia wished to construct, 
and not with those whose construction by a third party she wished to block, which was 
the ease with tin? branch in question, the construction of which would bo, at any rate 
for a long time to come, particularly unwelcome to her. 

What will be the attitude of the Medjliss towards foreign enterprise in general it 
will be difficult to foresee, hut the feeling against Russia is now so strong that I fear 
that to obtain an engagement from the Persian Government securing to the two Powers 
preferential rights in regard to railway development in Persia will require very great 
pressure. 

When in the Russian memorandum of the 15th August, 1908, it was suggested 
that the proposed Julfu-Molnimmemh concession should be applied for in connection 
with a loan, His Majesty’s Government thought it better that, the two questions should 
not be linked. Possibly His Majesty's Government might see no objection to such a 
course if what is contemplated for the present is not a specific concession, but a general 
ear-marking for the two Powers of railway enterprise in Persia, and in this case I 
would suggest that tin- two Powers should make the engagement we seek a condition 
of any advance from tin? two Governments; but in any c.ise, whether we succeed in 
securing such an engagement or not, the fact of our having made the communication 
indicated should go far to block concessions to any third party. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 
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[43528] N’o. 189. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 

(No. 207.) 

Sir, Tehran , November 9, 1909. 

IN my despatch No. 117 of the 27th July I reported that the Sheikh of Moham¬ 
merah was not completely satisfied with the assurances given him for himself and 
“ his heirs and successors,” and that be was anxious that the words in inverted 
commas should lie changed to “ his own successive male descendants up to a period of 
one hundred years.” 

I have taken advantage of Major Cox’s visit to Tehran to confer with him on the 
question of our assurances to the sheikh, and he has embodied the sheikh’s wishes in 
this matter in the accompanying memorandum (Inclosure 1). 

1 trust that the explanations given by Major Cox of the reasons which have 
impelled the sheikh to ask for the extension of our assurances to his offspring will lie 
considered sufficient to warrant our giving him satisfaction on this point. 

It will he noticed that the sheikh also desires an assurance of our protection for his 

g rivate property. I take it that, in the event of any encroachment on his property in 
ersia, we should in fact find it desirable to give him the necessary assistance for a 
satisfactory solution, so that assurances on this head—provided they werq expressly 
confined to his property in Persia, for we do not, of course, wish to do anything which 
might encourage him to acquire more property in Turkey—would not increase our 
practical obligations. I would therefore recommend that an assurance should also ta 
given him on this point, and. in order to give us wlmt would lie recognised ns some 
locus standi for helping the sheikh in the event of the Persian Government’s interfering 
with his property, I venture to hope that it may be found possible to give effect to 
Major Cox’s suggestion that a decoration he conferred upon him. A favourable moment 
might be after the recent agreement with the Anglo-Persian Oil Company is 
disclosed, provided that its disclosure does not arouse any great agitation in the 
Medjliss, in which latter event the bestowal of the decoration might In* postponed for 
a while. 

It will he observed from Major Cox’s memorandum that the sheikh wishes to he 
given a document which could he shown to his tribesmen, setting forth in brief the 
assurances we have given him at various times, and that at a recent interview he 
dictated to Major Cox the form which ho would like it to take. I venture to think 
that His Majesty's Government might see their way to giving him this document in a 
somewhat modified form. Worded as it stands at present it is open to the interpreta¬ 
tion that we have accepted the sheikh as a British protected person. It is also open to 
the objection that it contains nothing to show that our undertaking is dependent on 
the good behaviour of the sheikh and his offspring. These points are covered in the 
amended formula marked “ Inclosure 2” which I beg to recommend. It would probably 
satisfy the sheikh, and it seems to Major Cox and to me to commit us to no more than 
we should, even if it did not exist, find ourselves compelled in our own interests to 
perform. The proposed formula covers the points already referred to in this despatch, 
i.e., the extension of our assurances to the sheikh’s male descendants for a stated period 
and protection for his property in Persia, hut does not include two further assurances 
which the sheikh desires to obtain, viz., those which relate to his treatment in the 
event of Great Britain's seizing the southern customs or intervening in the south. 
Major Cox and I have discussed these two points, and he thinks that it would l>e 
possible if the sheikh reverts to the question to make him understand that His 
Majesty's Government cannot give undertakings contingent on action of their own 
which they cannot regard ;is at all probable, and to satisfy him on the points in 
question with general friendly verbal assurances. On this point if His Majesty’s 
Government have any special instructions they might be given to Major Cox before his 
return to his post. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 189. 

* Memorandum by Major Cox on Assurances desired by the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

BEFORE I left the Gulf for England Sheikh Khuzal tagged me to lay his circum¬ 
stances and aspirations before His Majesty's Minister and Government, and alter my 
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arrival in England he sent me a telegram which was intended to remind me on the 
subject. 

We have, of course, given the sheikh a generous amount of sympathetic support of 
late, and have considerably strengthened the assurances previously given to him. He 
is still, however, nervous for the future on certain points, and anxious for further signs, 
and 1 am inclined to think that when the nature of his apprehensions, and the facts at 
the back of them are examined, His Majesty’s Government may tind it possible to 
satisfy him without any practical increase in the weight of the obligations which they 
have already accepted in regard to him, 

In spite of what we have hitherto given him in the way of assurances— 

1. He is always in fear that his nephew Hanzal, a man of about. 40, whose loyalty 
is doubtful, and who was recently suspected and accused of being implict ted in a plot 
against his (Sheikh Khazai’s) life, may seize some favourable opportunity to affect his 
own or his son’s assassination and usurp the sheikhdom. 

It is to provide against this or a similar contingency, and in order that Hanzal 
may know that it is useless his aspiring to the succession that the sheikh asks that the 
words “ heirs and successors" be amended to “male descendents," &c. ( vide my letter of 
the 16th May 1909.) Sheikh Klmzal quite realises that we could only support a 
descendant so long as the said descendant continued to act up to his obligations to us 
generally, and was acceptable to his tribesmen; and, as regards the latter, he says he 
would lie prepared, if we wish it, to obtain the signification of the assent of the elders 
to the succession of his children. 

If the assurances were worded somewhat as follows: “ Male descendents provided 
that they continued to satisfy their obligations to His Majesty’s Government and are 
acceptable to their tribesmen ; ” it would please Sheikh Klmzal greatly, and I do not 
see that by doing so we should in practice he further committed to any serious extent 
than we are now. 

Tt is obvious, and this the sheikh well understands, that if he or one of his 
descendents proved an unsatisfactory rider, or failed to act up to his obligations to us, 
he would he considered to have forfeited the right to our support 

2 . Sheikh Klmzal still fears that some day, either as a complement to Russian 
action in the north or as a result of the existence of continued chaos in the country, we 
may he obliged to intervene in Southern Persia and perhaps find it convenient to take 
over Moliamiiieruh. 

From this! apprehension results his desire that our assurances should be recorded 
as holding gotwl for a specific period. 

Here again it seems to me that it would be possible to lind a form of 
words which would satisfy him without inconveniently committing us, r.y., would 
“ male descendents to the third generation, provided that," &c., lie out of the question ? 
It is always our policy with these Arab rulers, e.y. , Bahrein, Koweit, trucial chiefs, to 
guide them and control their external relations hut leave them independent in regard to 
their internal politics. 

2. Apart from his position as Sheikh of Molmmmerah and district and the property 
which la? enjoys as such. Sheikh Klmzal is apprehensive for the future safety of his 
person and of the property and income which he possesses and enjoys as a private 
individual. 

In this position he may 1 m* compared to the Zil-es-Sultnn, to whom on certain 
conditions and in view of certain facts we have given a great deal of help in the 
direction of safeguarding his person and private property. 

One of the grounds on which we do «' (or uid so) is Inicause the Zil enjoys a 
British decoration, and l think that the bestowal of a British decoration would he 
a convenient way of showing support to the Sheikh of Molmmmerah. It would 
certainly please the Sheikh. The Sultan of Muscat lms a G. CM.E. May I suggest a 
K.C.I.E, for Molmmmerah ? 

4. Sheikh Klmzal thinks it possible that we may he driven to ussuino control of the 
customs of the south, including his. 

In that contingency, however, he hopes that wo will leave him in immediate 
control of the Molmnnnerah and Ah was customs, as at present, by fanning them to 
him at a figure based on the average receipts for a past term of years, subject 
to periodical revision. Can we meet his wishes in this direction? 

5 Having regard to the possibility which lie apprehends of the break up of Persia 
and of our intervention in the south, he would he relieved by an assurance that we 
would maintain him and his tribesmen in the enjoyment of their present rights and 
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territory and internal autonomy as we do now in the case of Bahrein, Koweit, &c., and 
that in case it should be found possible to preserve that state of things, we would 
undertake to give him the personal revenue he now enjoys and give him an asylum in 
India or elsewhere. 

0. Quite apart from the desired assurances set forth in the foregoing paragraph, 
the sheikh explains that the rdsumti of the various assurances given him from time to 
time up to now, which I recorded at his request in my letter to him dated the 
16th May, 1909, is in that form suitable for his own information; but that owing to 
the references made in it to previous documents and previous occasions and the length 
of this letter, it is not a document which he could conveniently show to, or would 1x3 
comprehended by, his tribal elders. 

On the other hand, he considers it of urgent importance that he should, in order 
to quiet any apprehensions on the part of his tribesmen, and also to strengthen their 
support of himself and their faith in the friendly policy of the British Government, 
have some brief form of written assurance in general terms which he can show to them. 

Asked to state offhand what sort of form and terms such an assurance ns he had 
in mind should, in his opinion, take, he dictated the words of which I attach a literal 
translation. 

It seems to me that, with slight modifications, it could be put into a form which 
His Majesty's Government might be able to approve and which would suffice for the 
sheikh’s purpose. 

P. Z. C. 


Translation of Brief Form of Assurances of the nature desired by Sheikh Khazal, and in 
the terms dictated by him to Major Cox. 

(For communication to tribal elders.) 

I am authorized to inform you that whatsoever change may take place in the state 
of the government of Persia, and whether it he Royalist or Nationalist, the British 
Government will be prepared to afford you support and protection for preventing any 
sort of encroachment on your property, jurisdiction, and rights; and will likewise 
protect you against foreign Powers, and not allow any encroachment to he made on 
your property, jurisdiction, and rights. These assurances have l>een given for yourself 
and afterwards for your male descendents by the British Government. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 189. 

Revised Version of Assurance to Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

I AM authorised to inform you that., no matter what change may take place in 
the form of the government of Persia, and, whether it he Royalist or Nationalist, the 
British Government will he prepared to afford you the support necessary for obtaining 
a satisfactory solution in the event of any encroachment by the Persian Government on 
your jurisdiction and recognised rights or on your property in Persia. 

In like manner they will aflord you protection against molestation from foreign 
Powers, and will not permit any encroachment to l>e made by them on your said juris¬ 
diction and recognized rights or upon your property in Persia. 

These assurances are given for yourself; by the British Government, and are 
intended to extend to your male descendents so long as you or they shall not have 
failed to observe your obligations to the Central Government and shall have continued 
to he guided by our advice and maintain an attitude satisfactory to us. 


[43492] No. 190. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.- (Received November 29.) 

(No. 930.) 

Sir, Constantinople, November 22, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 357 of to-day’s date, I have the honour to 
report that on receipt of your telegrams Nos. 085, 0S0, OS., and 091 of tho 
29th October and tho 3rd November respectively, I caused enquiries to ho made as to 
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the extent of English interests in the Societe du Tombac, with a view to bringing 
influence to bear on that company in the sense desired by Sir 0. Barclay. The result 
of these enquiries showed that the whole of the shares in the Societe du Tombac are 
held by the Imperial Ottoman Bank, and the board of management is composed 
entirely of officials of the bank, and that as the enterprise holds out no prospect of 
becoming a paying concern, the sole interest of the bank is to try to liquidate it 
without loss before the expiration of the concession in 11)17. There is one Englishman 
on the board, Mr. Charnaud, but when approached on the subject of the renewal of the 
contract with the Russian shipping company or alternatively of the appointment of 
Messrs. Strick as agents, he said lie could not interfere in the matter. The whole 
business of the company is conducted by M. Dominic Panjiri, who, when sounded on 
the subject, said that the question was purely a business one, and that he would be 
obliged to accept the most advantageous offer by whomsoever made. 

The Russian Ambassador, to whom I communicated the result of my enquiries, 
agrees with me that in the circumstances it is difficult to bring any effective pressure 
to bear on the Societe du Tombac, but he hopes that he will he able to obtain a 
promise from the Imperial Ottoman Bank that if Messrs. Wbuckhaus are unable to 
offer more advantageous terms than those of the existing contract with the Russian 
company, the contract with the latter will be renewed. But he could not, ho said, do 
more than this. 

Should lie fail, 1 doubt whether any local action by His Majesty’s embassy to 
obtain the agency for Messrs. Strick would have any better chance of success, but I 
would venture to suggest that possibly a recommendation to the London board of the 
Imperial Ottoman Bank would carry considerably more weight, especially if it were 
made in the shape of support to an application made direct to the bank by 
Messrs. Strick. 

I have, &c. 

CHARLES M. MARLING. 


143512 ] No. 191. 

Sir A. Johnstone to Sir lidward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 

(No. 152.) 

Sir, Copenhagen, November 21, 1909. 

I HAVE tin* honour to enclose translation from the “ Dannebrog ” of to-day of 
aii official announcement of the Royal Danish Geographical Society respecting a pro¬ 
posed expedition in l!)lo to the lands bordering on the Persian Gulf, as well ns of an 
interview between the Secretary of the Society and a correspondent of the newspaper. 

Admiral Richelieu is said to he at the head of the committee organising the expedi¬ 
tion, and Heir von Glllckstadt is one of the members of it. 

Both these gentlemen are well known in Denmark for their connection with 
banking and commercial business here, and es|)ociully lor their interests in Danish 
industrial enterprises in Siam. 

I should be grateful if instructions could be sent me whether or not I am to 
mention this matter to Herr Scavenius, and request an explanation of the exact scope of 
the proposed expedition. 

As you are probably aware there is a small arms establishment in Denmark where 
the Danish rilh* mitrailleuse Uekul Gevaer *303" is manufactured. 1 Indievo that lull 
details as to this rifle have been furnished to the War Office by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yurdo*Duller, Military Attache to His Majesty’s legation. 

1 have, &e. 

ALAN JOHNSTONE. 

P.S. (Confidential). Ilerr Olufsen, the Secretary of’the Geographical Society, made 
in 18'Jl> and 189S journeys into the interior of Central Asia, and his proceedings were 
reported to the Foreign Office by Sir 0. Scott, the late Sir E. Fane, and by myself (lust 
despatch on the subject, Sir F. Fane's No. 72 of the 25th Septemlier, 1898). He was 
then warned against approaching too closely to Afghanistan, and did not attempt to 

Special facilities for the purpose of scientific research in India were, at the request 
of M de Rille, granted in 11)07 bv His Majesty's Government to a certain 1 lerr Benedictson 
(See Foreign Office despatch No. 43, Confidential, of the 3rd June, 19U8). But the 
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Government of India came to the conclusion that Benedictsen in reality belonged to the 
Russian Intelligence Department, and the facilities were withdrawn. 

With respect to the question of arms exported from Denmark, 1may mention that 
the Russian Minister here told me some time ago that during the height of the Furnish 
revolutionary movement in the years 1907-08, the Russian Government employed a 
secret service ageut in Denmark, who discovered that extensive shipments of arms and 
ammunition were being forwarded to Finland in Danish bottoms, although the arms and 
ammunition themselves were manufactured in other countries, and that he was able 
through this agent to warn his Government in time to prevent their being landed. 

I do not suggest that the Danish shipping and commercial firms will endeavour to 
smuggle arms into Persia, but L only remark that they are capable of doing so. 

Prince Koudaclieff Ijimself, when l mentioned the subject of this proposed geogra¬ 
phical expedition, said he knew nothing about it. 


Inclosure in No. 191. 

Extract from the “ Dannebrog ” of November 21, 1909. 


A Danish Expedition to the Countries round the Persian Gulf.—A Short 
Interview with Professor Olufsen. 

(Translation.) 

THE Geographical Society issued the following statement yesterday evening :— 

“ The Committee of the Royal Geographical Society have taken the initiative 
in a plan for sending an expedition to the countries around the Persian Gulf. 

“ The object of the expedition is to examine the ethnographical, topographical, 
botanical and ethnological conditions obtaining in the districts in question, and also 
at the same time to collect information as to conditions which may have practical 
importance. 

“ A scientific exploration of these districts is an excellent piece of work for our 
Geographical Society. Without going into details we can say that only few parts of 
the globe are so rich in material which calls for examination from a scientific point 
of view. 

“ To what extent this exploration will prove capable of execution depends upon 
the support accorded to the enterprise by the institutions and private persons to whom 
application has been made. 

“ It is to be hoped that this excellent undertaking, which may redound to the 
honour and advantage of our country, will meet with the necessary support.” 

Immediately on receipt of the above statement we paid a visit to the secretary of 
the Geographical Society, Professor Olufsen, and tagged him to give us a few more 
details of the new expedition and its object But the Professor’s lips were sealed with 
seven seals. 

“ All that l can tell you is that a Committee has been formed at the request of 
the Geographical Society to make preparations for the expedition.” 

“ Can you not tell us something about the Committee V 

“ I really don’t know,” replied the Professor. 

•• Who is the chairman ?” 

“Well; yes,” the Professor yields whilst still on the defensive : “the chairman is 
Admiral Richelieu.” 

“ And the others?” 

“ Professor Frants Buhl, Major-General Rasmussen, Consul V. Gliickstadt, 
Ilerr M. L. Frimodt (a large merchant) and Professor Olufsen. Now are you 
satisfied ?” 

“No, far from it.” 

“ Well, you are not going to ho told anything more,” said the Professor, 
severely- 

“ When is the expedition to leave V” 

“ In the course of 1910, as soon as we have collected sufficient money. An 
expedition of this kind can [sic] he ready to start in the course of a couple of days." 

“ Is the State to ta asked to contribute ?” 

“ No. We are only applying to various funds ami private persons.” 
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“ In tlic statement there is something about ‘ practical exploration does that by 
anv chance mean investigations of a commercially practical nature ?” 

“General practical geographical exploration is meant, also with reference to commerce; 
it is very likely that a commercial expert may he associated as a member ot the exjie- 
dition. But for that matter there is work enough in all directions round the Persian 
Gulf." 

“ Yes, and now we come to the heart of the whole matter, Professor. Where is 
the expedition to begin, and who is to lead it V 

Professor Olufsen smiled knowingly, and replied in the famous words of Sir E. 
Shackleton : “ You must he early if you want to catch me. Wouldn't you just like to 
know V 


[ 43619 ] No. 102. 

Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 

(No. 21.) 

Sir, Baloum, November 0, 1909. 

I HAVE (he honour In report, from information furnished by the Caucasian news¬ 
papers, that the Russian military force which has recently been ordered to proceed to 
protect the Russian vice-consulate and Russian residents at Ardabil is composed of a 
section of a grenadier battery of artillery, one battalion of the Salian Infantry 
Regiment, and three sotnias of either the I.aba or Umun Cossack Regiments. One 
sotuia of Union Cossacks has already arrived at Ardabil. 

I have, &e. 

P. STEVENS. 


[436771 No. 193. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 29.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Motley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter 
from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India dated the 11th November, 
relative to a conversation between Sheikh Mubarek and the political agent at Koweit. 

India Office, November 27, 1909. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 193. 

Major Trevor to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) Busbire, October 14, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, a 
copy of a letter concerning a conversation which the Sheikh of Koweit held with the 
political agent. 

2. Sheikh Mubarek appears to be in a very friendly mood at present, as instanced 
by his spontaneous oiler of the agency rent-free, and by this conversation ; but I think 
there must be some ulterior motive in all this affability. 


Inolosure 2 in No. 193. 

Captain Shakespenr to Major Trevor. 

(Confidential.) Koweit, October 11, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report the substance of a conversation which the Sheikh of 
Mubarek held with me a few days ago on the affairs of the Sheikh of Mohatnmerah, in 
ease it may prove of interest to Government. 

2. it appears that shortly after Major Cox’s last visit to Mohatnmerah, Sheikh 
Khnzul called together the headmen of his tribes and discussed with them the 
advantages of definitely binding himself to the British Government by a document, 
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which, evidently from Sheikh Mubarek's description, was intended to be a regular 
treaty on more or less equal terms. The headmen of the tribes were very averse to 
any such proposal, pointing out that, though they might make a treaty and so avoid 
Persian and Turkish interference in their affairs, they would be subject to endless 
interference from the British, who would, little by little, reduce them and their sheikh 
(Khazal) to the condition of Bahrein, where now nothing was possible without the 
“order” of the political agont.; they could seo no compensating advantage in such an 
arrangement, especially as at present they found that a combination of all the near 
Arab tribes could make things so unpleasant for either Persian or Turks, that 
Molmminerah generally succeeded in scouring its own way very satisfactorily. Sheikh 
Khazal was, however, insistent, and pointed out that, though such had been the case 
of Bahrein, it had been brought about from within by the Khalifa family's own foolish 
method of working, and contrasted our treatment of Bahrein with that of Koweit, where 
a political agent had proved of considerable help to Sheikh Mubarek. Finally, it 
appears that by argument, specious promises, and lavish hospitality, Sheikh Khazal 
prevailed on his Cha'ab headmen to agree that, if he put his signature to any document 
of the kind contemplated, they would follow his lead and also append their'signatures. 
In reply to my query as to why Sheikh Khazal should be so anxious to secure the 
signature of the headmen to such a document as well as his own, Sheikh Mubarek 
pointed out that that was the only certain way by which Sheikh Khazal could bind all 
the various subtribes to their promise, fearing as he did, if anything subsequently 
occurred to which one of the tribes objected, that he might Ire unable to prevent all of 
them siding with the disappointed one and leaving him without the necessary'support 
either to force compliance or induce it pacifically. 

3. The above was conveyed to me by Sheikh Mubarek quite spontaneously, and at 
the moment struck me as being specially produced for British consumption or as a 
ballon d’essai. Then, on his own account, Sheikh Mubarek urged the advantages to the 
British Government in some such tie, pointing out that botweeu them ho and Sheikh 
Khazal owned practically the whole of the cultivated land on the Shatt-el-Arab up to 
Mohatnmerah and beyond. 

4. I have no doubt, from the careful way in which the sheikh expressed himself, 
that this communication and probably the form of it were carefully arranged between 
himself and Sheikh Khazal at one of their frequent meetings at, Failiya, solely with an 
eye to their own advantage ; each desires to rid himself of what authority the Turkish 
or Persian Government may have over him and to replace it for tlic benevolent 
protection of the British Government. Though the sheikhs may talk of the benefits 
of such protection, their sole idea is that when obtained it will give them a guarantee 
from foreign aggression, while leaving them absolute within their own territories to do 
what they please with life and property within their respective jurisdictions. 

5. I have reported the conversation, not so much as likely to lead to anything 
further, but to show how these two sheikhs regard matters in this region. For it must 
be remembered, though this of course is never even hinted, exactly the same means 
which the two sheikhs employ to achieve their ends with their present suzerains could 
be used with equal effect against ourselves, and I regret to have to state that, in my 
opinion, 1 do not think Sheikh Mubarek would have the slightest hesitation in 
concerting any such move if he thought he had the least chance of obtaining a 
successful issue. 


[ 43794 ] No. 194. 

Mr. Royers to Mr. Newell.—(Communicated by Sir T. Jackson November 29.) 
(Confidential.) 

Dear Mr. Newell, Tehran, November 10,1909. 

I CONFIRM my letter ot the 6th instant, and have to acknowledge yours of tho 
28th October, the contents of which are noted. 

Doubtlul Accounts. Bttemadieh v. Kawam-ed-Dowleb .—This case has liecn proceeding in 
the Rereinn Foreign Office court up to a day or two ago. and has now h.-on suspended 
indefinitely. Sir George Barclay expressed to me his regrets at being unable to support 
the bank further in the matter for the present, in view of tlui fact that the Persian Govern; 
menu had notified the British Legation they would not recognise the transfer of any debt 
owing by one Persian subject to another if made over to a foreign subject, in which 
category the Etteuiadieh Company’s claim on the Kawan-ed-l towleh should he placed. 
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I have asked the vice-consul to let me have an extract of the Persian Government’s note 
to which he refers in his letter, of which I send you a copy. I believe this was in the 
form of a circular note to all the foreign legations. Sir George is of opinion that the 
Persian Government ‘has good grounds for their objection, as preferential treatment is 
obtainable for such claims in the Per.dan Foreign Office court when put forward by a 
foreign subject. However, in talking over the matter over, he expressed himself prepared 
to take such steps as the British Foreign Office may instruct, and in this connection I 
think it would he as well for us to know exactly to what extent we may look for further 
assistance from the British Government to enable us to realise this—the only asset 
possessed by the company. The legation are of opinion that the transfer of an unproved 
debt to a third party cannot be good in law. Would it not be worth while to obtain a 
legal opinion on the subject? In this case there are two alternatives: one to allow the 
Ettemadieh C ompany’s case against the Knwam-ed-Dowleh to be proved in the Persian 
courts—an interminable aflfeir—and later come upon our debtor through the Persian 
Foreign Office if he should be fortunate to obtain a verdict against such a powerful man 
as the Kawum-ed-Dowleh, or to muke the Ettemadieh bankrupt, and in that case the 
creditors would have to take up tlm case and divide the spoils it successful; but I think 
in this latter event we should get little or nothing 

.t lint .—1 have l>een unable to secure even a small contract, for 50,000/ ; the Minister 
of Finance absolutely declines to take the responsibility before the Medjliss meets, having 
teen already attacked in the present provisional council for allowing the existing 
contracts to he taken over by the present administration. We can form some idea of the 
reception*that proposals for new contracts will receive at the hands of the inexperienced 
nonentities that form the coming Parliament, and we stand a poor chance of obtaining a 
mint contract unless the required pressure is brought to bear by the legation. 

Persiun Government .—l enclose copy of our letter to the Minister of Finance on 
the subject of the advance against jewels. 1 gave the British Minister the substance 
of your telegram and he expressed himself quite in accord with your views. We are 
accused of an obstructive and unsympathetic attitude by the partisans of the new 
regime, and the Minister of finance told me that our refusal to assist the Government 
at the present juncture would cause an unpleasant impression in the minds of the 
Medjliss when it meets. 

Since writing the above, I have been to see the Minister of Finance, who displayed 
great anxiety to arrange the advance against jewels. To keep you nit couront with all 
the moves towards the end desired by the Persiun Government, 1 confirm the telegram 
sent to you to-day as per copy enclosed. 1 have also fully informed the British M inister 
of the situation, and 1 telieve he is telegraphing the Foreign Office also. I learned 
from him that the resources of the Government are now reduced to not more than 
20,000/. With the prospect of a struggle ait Ardebil necessitating the dispatch of 
troops, their plight is a sore one. The verbal assurances given by the Minister of 
Finance were to at great extent confirmed by the other Ministers 1 met at the legation 
lost evening, particularly in regard to the ability of the Bushire customs receipts to 
expand sufficiently to keep up the 30,000 tomans per mensem and bring up existing 
arrears, baised on assurances given them by M. Mornurd. 

Yours faithfully, 

SYDNEY ROGERS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 104. 

Mr. Cowan to Imperial Hank of Persia. 

Sir, Tehran , November (>, 19011. 

WITH reference to the claim of the Imperial Bank of Persia against Ettemadieh 
Company, I am directed by His Majesty's Minister to inform you that the Foreign 
Office triinuml lms decided that the case between Ettemadieh Company and Kuwam- 
ed-Dowluh must he settled by the Persian courts. This decision appears to te 
correctly based upon the Persian law which prohibits the transfer of a debt by a 
Persian to a foreign subject* 

I am, &c. 

N. PATRICK COWAN. 
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Inclosurc 2 in No. 194. 

Imperial Bank of Persia to Minister of Finance, Tehran. 

Your Excellency, November 8, 1909. 

WE have the honour to inform you that in reply to our telegram regarding the 
question of an advance of 500,000 tomans to your Government, we havebeen requested 
by our board of directors to state the manner in which interest on the existing debts 
is at present being met ; and further to inform them of the arrangements made for a 
refund of the silver, the property of the hank, withdrawn in coin from the Government 
mint and misappropriated by your Government. 

In reply to the first question, we informed our board of directors that tho interest 
paid during the period 20th March to 6th November left a deficit of 1,368,973 krans, 
and to the second question we replied that your Government had, up to the present 
moment, allowed the matter of the misappropriation of the silver to remain without 
a settlement. 

We feel assured that your Excellency will recognise the importance of arriving at 
a speedy settlement of these questions, and thus permitting our board to favourably 
consider a further advance in view of their earnest desire to assist your Government. 

We are, &c. 

For the Imperial Bunk of Persia, 

SYDNEY ROGERS, 

Deputy Manayer. 


Inelosure 3 in No. 194. 

Conditions of Imperial Bank of Persia for the proposed Joint Advunce to Peisian 
Government. 

ARRANGEMENT regarding monthly instalments of interest amounting to 
300,000 krans per month on existing debts to be confirmed by the present Government, 
and an additional pledge of the Mohammerah customs receipts to be made to the bank, 
to ensure loyal and prompt carrying tout of promises given by the Minister of Finance 
that all arrears of interest accrued since March lust be gradually paid off, and that these 
measures take effect from the beginning of February 1910. 

2. Settlement of misappropriation of 30,000/. silver from the mint, and interest 
thereon. 

In default of deduction of the equivalent of this amount from the sum now pro¬ 
posed to be advanced, the following modification would probably he approved by the 
hoard :— 

The immediate refund of 500,000 krans, said to have remained at the mint at 
its closing on the 13th July last, and to be still awaiting disposal; tho balance 
of, say. 1,000,000 krans, to he formally taken over as a Government debt, and to te 
repaid by a first charge of 15,000 krans per diem from the profits of the mint, as silver 
is coined for contractors, 

3. Repayment of the advance forming tho subject of the present negotiations to be 
made from tho proceeds of the proposed unified Persian Government louu consolidating 
all Government debts contracted to foreigners, for which—according to an unofficial 
statement by the Persian Minister of Finance—it is the intention of the Persian 
Government to negotiate in the near future. 

4. Ratification of the verbal promise made by the Persian Minister of Finance to 
grant the Imperial Bank of Persia a mint contract in the event of the successful issue of 
the present negotiations. 


Inelosure 4 in No. 194. 

.Mr. Royers to Mr. Newell. 

(Confidential.) 

(Extract.) Tehran , November 13, 1909. 

YOUR telegram accepting the proposals for the advance to the Persian Govern¬ 
ment came yesterday. On Thursday 1 was told by Sir George Barclay it hud been 
[1684] 2 M 
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decided that the Russian Government and ourselves should make the advance jointly 
under certain conditions. A conference was held at the Russian Legation yesterday', at 
which the two Ministers were present and the Banque d’Escompte manager and 
myself. It. was there agreed upon that the two banks should write an identical letter 
setting forth the respective conditions under which the loan was to be made, and 
failing to obtain the Persian Government’s acceptance of the conditions laid down by 
either party the negotiations would fall through. 1 understand that the concessions 
demanded by the Russian Government are political for the most part; these, however, 
were not. disclosed at the meeting yesterday, while our cards were laid on the table and 
declared no more than we shoWd receive by right and that had already been verbally 
promised to us by the Minister of Finance, and which are vital to our interests. ... 

I confirm my private telegram of to-day' placing before you a small loan offered 
upon the security of the mint profits. 1 had no hesitation in recommending this for 
your favourable consideration, as it would provide us with a mint contract, and secure 
the advance at the same time, us, in my opinion, the present negotiations are doomed 
to failure, unless modifications are made in the demands of the Russian Government. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 194. 

Imperial llat'li of Persia, Tehran, to Imperial lianli of Persia, London. 
(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) November 13, 1909. 

FOR your private information only. Terms asked by Russian Government are not 
reasonable; in our opinion no prospect of completing negotiations; in the event of, 
may we take the draft id' Persian Government on Customs Administration for 
700,000 krans? Security mint profit of 15,000 krans payable daily, secured by our 
own mint contract; we could secure if conditions arc agreed to. Strongly rccommond 
the business. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 194. 

Imperial llank of Persia, London, to Imperial Hank of Persia, Tehran. 
(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) November 16, 1909. 

YOUR telegram of 13th November. 

Foreign Ollice in communication with St. Petersburgh in regard to loans generally. 
Foreign Office wish to work on joint account with Russia; wo have referred your 
telegram to Foreign Office, and we will reply as soon as possible. 


Inelosure 7 in No. 194. 

Imperial Hank of Persia, London, to Imperial Hank of Persia, Tehran. 
(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) November 27, 1909. 

Wit arc forwarding to-day 25,000/. liar silver; further 25,000/., 4th December; 
25,000/., 11 tli December; 25,000/., 1 hth December; in view of outlook Persian trade and 
probable requirements Persian Government think it is very advisable arrange promptly 
mint contract. 


Inelosure 8 in No. 194. 

Imperial Hank of Persia, London, to Imperial Hunk of Persia, Tehran. 
(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) November 29,1909. 

S. ROGF.US private letter addressed to A. U. Wood 10th November, refer to your 
confidential semi-official letter 23rd October; telegraph what progress has been made 
regarding Mohammeridi customs receipts. 


133 


[436941 No. 195. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edwaid Greii.—(Received November 29.) 

(No. 794.) • 

(Telegraphic.) p. Tehran, November 29, 1909. 

I HAVE received a telegram from His Majesty’s acting consul at Shiraz, reporting 
disturbances yesterday in the town. The rioters looted the apartments of the governor- 
general, and he was obliged to leave Government House to escape from them. Riots 
have temporarily subsided, but Mr. Bill fears that they will again break out, and 
doubts whether authority of governor-general can lie re-established. 

For the past fortnight tliero has been unrest, at Shiraz, the details of which I am 
unaware, and more than once governor-general lias announced his intention of resigning 
unless troops were sent to his assistance. I do not know who could fill his place if he 
carries out this threat. 

I have pressed Persian Government to dispatch a force, and it is said that a 
regiment has left Ispahan already for Shiraz. 


[ 43697 ] No. 196. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 

(No. 795.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 29, 1909. 

EASTERN Azerbaijan. 

In continuation of my telegram No. 793 of 28th November, M. l’oklewski has 
recommended that the Russian troops in Azerbaijan should limit their activity to 
punishing shahsevans, and allow Persian troops time to deal with Rahim Khan 
themselves, before faking action against him ; the military dispositions reported in my 
above-mentioned telegram would, he considers, be too much of the nature of a general 
occupation. 


[ 43794 ] 


No. 187. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Foreign Office, November 29, 1909. 


(No. 1345.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

If possible, please ascertain what stage has been reached in the Negotiations and 
what is the attitude of the Russian Government 

The Imperial Bank of Persia are anxious to learn our decision as soon as possible. 


Reference is to Tehran telegram No. 785 of 19th November. 


[ 41438 ] No. 198. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir. Foreign Office, November 29, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of vour 
letter of the 10th instant relative to the preparation, for presentation to the Persian 
Government, of the account showing the expenditure incurred in the construction of 
the Central Persia telegraph lino. 

1 am to inform you in reply that Sir E. Grev concurs in Viscount Morley’s 
proposal to approve the views expressed by the Director-in-chief of the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department on this subject, and to instruct him to prepare the hill of cost 3 
accordingly. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 







[43833] 


No. 100. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 30.) 

(No. 790.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 30, 1909. 

RUSSIAN Government, M. Poklowski informs me, have now decided to withdraw 
from Ardehil the majority of thoir troops. 


[43846] No. 200. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edicnrtt Grey.—(Received November 30.) 

(No. 797.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 30, 1909. 

FOLLOWING sent to Bushire, Kerman, and Seistan, and repeated to India :— 

A telegram has Been received from telegraph inspector engaged on repair duty, 
stating that Sarhad Baluchis contemplate raiding the Narmeshir district, and other 
Baluchis may, it is feared, co-operate. 

Is it possible to convey a warning similar to that of July last to the Baluchi 
Chiefs ? 


[43866] No. 201. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 30.) 

(No. 798.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Tehran, November 30, 1909. 

JOINT advance to Persian Government. 

With reference to your telegram No. 1345 of the 29th November to St. Petersburgh, 
1 am informed that the banks not having received any replies to the proposals reported 
in my telegram No. 785 of the 19th November, the negotiations are at present at. a 
standstill. 


143907] No. 202. 

Messrs. Ellinger and Co to Foreign Office.—(Received December 1.) 

Sir, . 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, November 30, 1909. 

WK are in receipt of your telegram of yesterday, and beg to thank you for your 
kind assent to our proposal that we should communicate direct with Sir George Barclay 
regarding the loading of oxide at Ormuz by steam-ship “Iladdon Hall." We have 
duly wired Sir George Barclay, and hand you herewith copy of our message. 

May wo assume that we have the sanction of the Foreign Office to (table direct to 
His Majesty’s Minister in regard to all similar loadings at Ormuz in the future? In 
this case we should of course keep you promptly advised of all communications, and 
send you copies of telegrams dispatched. 

Awaiting the favour of your replv, we are, Ac. 

ELLINGElt and Co. 


Inelosuro iu No. 202. 

Messrs. Ellinger and Co. to Sir G. Barclay. 

(Telegraphic.) Manchester, November 29, 1909. 

FOI1 Kit IN OFFICE have sanctioned our cabling you direct that “ iladdon Hall " 
will commence loading about 30th instant 000 tons oxide. 
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[43938] No. 203. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 1.) 

(No. 799.) 

(Telegraphic.) 11. Tehran, December 1, 1909* 

Silt A. NIGOLSON'S telegram No. 498 of the 28th November. 

Russian Minister informs me that Persian Government have expressed sorrow for 
the attack on the Russian consul-general, promised to punish the culprits, and admitted 
their responsibility for compensation for Russian casualties and loss of property. 

I do not see how this feeble and penniless Government can be expected to do 
more. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 


[43958] No. 204. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 1.) 

(No. 501.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, December 1, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 1345. 

I saw M. Isvolsky this afternoon, and 1 enquired if the Russian Government would 
object to an advance being made to the Persian Government by the Imperial Bank of 
Persia, if the present negotiations came to nothing, llis Excellency said the question 
had not yet arisen, and when it did lie would have to think it over. 


[43119] No. 205. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 1, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
of correspondence which has passed between this department and the India Office 
relative to a proposal put forward by the Government of India that a survey should be 
undertaken iu relation to the question of effecting a connection between Bushire and 
some point 011 the Jahrum-Aliabad-Firazabad section of the Bunder Abbas-Lar- 
Jahrum-Shiraz route.* 

I am to state that Sir E. Grey fully concurs iu the opinion that the results of the 
operation proposed would be of the greatest use and profit, more especially in view 
both of the approaching expiration of the arrangement forbidding the construction of 
railways iu Persia, which will leave His Majesty's Government free to develop the 
resources of the British sphere by this means, and of the prospect of the rapid advance 
of the Bagdad line which necessitates an immediate decision as to British railway 
policy in those regions. 

I am accordingly to express Sir E. Grey’s earnest hope that the lairds Commis¬ 
sioners of His Majesty’s Treasury may see their way to consent to the imposition on 
Imperial revenues of half the cost of the proposed survey, viz., of 2,0(M) rupees for 
contingent expenses and 753 r. 12 a. a-month. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[44301] No. 200. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 0.) 

(No. 023.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 20, 1909. 

M. ISVOLSKY informed me on the 24th instant that 300 men were to be recalled 
at once to Russia from the Kazvin force. I remarked that there would still be over 
1,000 men there. He assented. I enquired if ho had any news as to the whereabouts 
of Rahim Khan, and whether he intended to march on Tehran. He said that he had 

• Nos. 76, 148, nml 170. 
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recently received no intelligence at all in regard to that individual. I said that the 
Persian Government forces had recently had a victory over the rebels, and that this 
would improve matters. M. Isvolsky said that lie had received no official information 
in regard to the victory. The road from Ardebil to Tabreez was, he said, still infested 
with brigands, and traffic along it was not safe. The Russian Government were 
debating what course they should adopt towards those fractions of the Shohsevans who 
had not fulfilled the obligations which they had undertaken. Now that there were 
Russian forces at Ardebil it was a question whether they should not lie employed in 
punishing the refractory tribes. 

M. Isvolsky has not recurred to the passage in the speech from the Throne on the 
occasion of the opening of the Persian Medjliss. in which allusion was made to the 
presence of foreign troops in Persia. The “ Novoe Vremya ’’ had an article on the 
subject, censuring the Persian Government lor having inserted such a passage, asserting 
that it was clear that the presence of Russian troops had been the means of maintaining 
order, which the Persians themselves were incapable of doing. The journal, which is 
hostile to M. Poklewski, blamed that gentleman for having permitted any such passage 
to have appeared in the speech. The contention of the press and of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs is that in localities where Russian troops are placed order and 
security exist, and where matters are left to the Persian authorities the reverse is the 
case. It is probable that the attack on M. Passek and his caravan, which appears to 
have been a serious one, will, in the opinion both of the Ministry and of the press, 
afford full justification for the above contention, and I am afraid that this unfortunate 
incident, will render it more difficult than before for M. Isvolsky to withdraw Russian 
troops either from Kazvin, Tabreez, or Ardebil. 

I have, &c. 

A. N1COLSON. 


[44009] No. 207. 

•Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 

(No. (126.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgli, November 27, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translations of two articles which have 
appeared ill the “ Bourse Gazette ” and the “ Russ ”—both of them Liberal journals— 
on the subject of the attack on the Russian consul-general at Bushire. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSQN. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 207. 

Extract from the 4 ‘ Bourse Gazette.'' 

(Translation.) 

ltUSSO-PERSIAN relations seem dogged by some evil destiny. In Northern 
Persia public security is being maintained by Russian troops, whilst it is being asserted 
in the Speech from the Throne and in the Medjliss that the Persian jicople are alarmed 
at their presence. The unpleasant impression produced by such language is still fresh 
when the news arrives that a Russian consul-general, while returning to his post in 
Southern Persia, has been subjected to an attack of unheard-of impudence. Six 
travelling caravans had availed themselves of the consul’s protection. The most 
striking feature of the incident is the fact that the Russian consul-general should 
he travelling in such troubled times with so small an escort, especially when it is 
remembered that his English colleague has a whole detachment of British-lndian 
soldiers. At the same time there is no doubt that the reinforcement of the Russian 
consul’s escort would have evoked complaints against the Russian Government else¬ 
where as well ns at Tehran. Our diplomacy, if it really values the prestige of Russia, 
will be obliged to make demands for satisfaction from the impotent Persian Govern¬ 
ment. and this will call forth fresh protests against Russian claims. A vicious circle is 
thus formed from which there is no escape ; only when it is acknowledged by England 
and Russia alike that the geographical position of the latter gives her an undisputed 
right to restore order and pacify the country when the Persian Government is unable to 
do so will this circle be broken. This impudent attack illustrates the truth of a remark 
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we made a short time ago, to the effect that the Speech from the Throne was too 
optimistic. Moreover, it gives us a serious warning of the inevitability of fresh 
complications as long as the rights of Russia remain in their present undefined 
condition. 


In closure 2 in No. 207. 

Extract from the “ Russ." 

(Translation.) 

IT is only by a stroke of luck that the Russian cousul-general at Bushire was not 
killed in the attack made upon him recently, and it is fortunate that there were not 
more casualties. The incident is a very serious one, and must he regarded as such. It 
is of course natural that it should raise feelings of profound perplexity and displeasure 
in the mind of every Russian, but this does not mean going to the absurd length 
proposed by the “ Novoe Vremya.-- of appealing for aid to British diplomacy and for the 
introduction of British troops into Southern Persia. We must first determine accurately 
the exact locality of the incident. It occurred on the road* from Shiraz to Bushire, 
which is well known for the robber bands which infest it, for whom an attack on 
a diravan is the most ordinary of occurrences. The route is recognised as one of the 
most dangerous in Persia. The disrespect shown to the Russian flag must be chiefly 
attributed to the part which Russia has played lately in Persia. She is supposed 
to have supported the ex-Shah, and Colonel Liakhow was looked upon as a Russian 
officer in Russian pay. The Persian people, and more especially the Bakhtiaris (and the 
Bakhtiaris are a south-western trilie), know nothing about diplomatic assurances to 
the contrary. Russia must regain her lost prestige by her own efforts, and not with 
the help of England. Russia must demand the severest punishment of these robbers ; 
how the punishment is effected is no business of ours, provided it is immediate. If the 
Persian Government is powerless to do this, and if it appeals to the Russian Govern¬ 
ment for assistance, it will lie given, but it would not lie correct for the Russian 
Government to offer it unasked. The Persian Government must decide this question, 
hut it must also understand that Russia demands immediate satisfaction for the attack 
on her consular representative and for the blood of her soldiers. The remotest gorges 
of Laristan must learn that severe punishment awaits those who would dare raise 
a hand against a Russian consul. 


[44023] No. 20S. 

Mr. F. C. Stride to Mr. Mallet .— (Received December 2.) 

Baltic House, Leadenhall Street , London, 
Sir, ^ December 1, 1909. 

IT may interest you to learn that I received this morning the following telegram 
from my Bussorah house, dated the 3Uth ultimo, reading: - 

“Mouinutojar inquiring through Ilaji Reis what is the freight 1,000 tons Ormuz 
oxide, early shipment. Further details Thursday.” 

As you doubtless know, the Ilaji Reis referred to in this cable is the right-hand 
man of the Sheikh of Mohammorah, who, 1 understand, is on close terms of friendship 
with the Mouinutojar, and I have reason to believe that any proposals emunatiug from 
the Germans in regard to matters connected with the Sheikh of Mohammerah or the 
Mouinutojar would, in* all probability, pass through him (Ilaji Reis). It is hardly 
necessary for me to mention the connection between the Sheikh of Mohammerah and 
Ilaji Reis, as Major Cox, who, I understand, is now in England, must he more au 
courant with this than I am. 

Immediately on receipt of the above telegram I dispatched, through the Imperial 
Bank of Persia, the following cable to my Tehran agent, Mr. David Brown :— 

" The following is strictly private :— 

“ Mouinutojar’s agent, Muhomerah, inquiring rate freight 4,000 tons oxide,.prompt 
shipment. We do not understand what this means. Our opinion there is financial 
dispute between parties to contract. Naturally, if 1,000 tons shipped it will affect our 
offer. What is the position of negotiations V ” 
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As mentioned in this message, I cannot understand why the Mouinutojar should l>e 
making inquiries for freight, seeing that the contract which he is said to have made 
with Messrs. A. Weir and Co. in all probability stipulates, as all Ids contracts with us 
invariably did, that he has to supply oxide f.o.b., and has nothing to do with the 
carriage. 

1 cannot get away from the opinion which 1 have already expressed in regard to 
this contract, viz., that, although it may exist on paper, there is something mysterious 
about it, and it may perhaps be that Messrs. Weir only appear as figureheads, whereas, 
in reality, the actual buyers are Messrs. Ellinger and Co., of Manchester, Messrs. Weir 
holding it on trust on certain terms for account of Messrs. Ellinger. The latter, of 
course, could not appear as buyers in the contract, seeing, as you know, that they act 
as the agents for the Mouinutojar in this country. 

As mentioned in the cable from my liussorak house, I may expect further informa¬ 
tion to-morrow, when I shall immediately pass same on to you; but, on the face of it, 
from the fact that the Mouinutojar is making enquiries, it seems to me that there must 
he some dispute, financial or otherwise, in regard to the contract. 

Should this surmise prove correct, there is, in my opinion, a great danger of the 
Mouinutojar coming to an arrangement with the Germans, who, we know, are most 
anxious to get hold of the business, and further, this possibility is strengthened by t^ie 
fact that, as there have been no shipments to Germany for over twelve months, that 
market must be in need of further supplies. 

Yours very trulv, 

FRANK C. ST KICK. 


144119 ] No. 209. 

Notes communicated by M. de litter December 2, 1909. 


('•) . 

D'APIIKS ill's nouvcllos recues ilu consul it Ourmiuh, une concentration consider¬ 
able do troupes torques sc produit pres de la frontiere persane. 

Deux regiments, aver qualm canons el six mitrailleuses, sent arrives a Barndost, 
Sumoi, Terquever, Dolsvet, et Merguevcr. 

law soldats sont urines do fusils modernes Mauser. 

Un detnehenicnt de la eavallorio luunidienuc se Irouvo a Deslit uvee Gheikh Kadvr 
(fr£re du dofuut Cheiklt Siddik). 

Lea chefs kurdes se joignent a eux.' 


( 2 -) 

La situation sur le territoire litigieux cst alannantc. Les Turcs y envoient des 
renforls el semblent voulnir occuper des positions an nord et nu sud du Lac Ourtniali. 
Des mesures enevgiques devraieut etre prises d’urgence. 


(3.) 

M. Isvolskv seraii tree reeouuaissanl de coimaitre I’nvis de Sir Edward Grey au 
sujet ue Celle activile deployee derechef par l<\s Turcs pres ti’Ourminh. 

our sa pari, il trouverait utile que les Ambassadors d'Angletcrro ot de Kussie a 
( imstaiihnuple soient charges <1 attirer serieusement ratteulion de la Porte sur les 
everioments cj-dessus signules, qui se tmuvcnt en contradiction avee les assurances 
<k)imee8 par elle a plusieurs reprises. 

Ambassudc Imycrinle de Russic, 
le 2 decent hre, 1909. 
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[44040] No. 210. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. , Tehr(ln > December 2, 1909. 

THE programme of the Cabinet, which contains the proposal to apply for an 
advance of 500,0001., has been submitted to the Medjliss for discussion. 1 understand 
from Minister for Foreign Affairs that step will be approved, and application made 
almost immediately. A larger loan in the future is also foreshadowed whereby the 
advances now* carrying exorbitant interest will be consolidated. 

Although it may seem premature to discuss the matter at this early stage, 1 
venture to make the following comments. From M. Moruard s statement (see my 
despatch No. 200 of the 27th October) it is evident that no further borrowing is 
possible on the security of the customs, but, in view of taets (1) that need of 1 ersian 
Government is urgent; (2) that conversion of the' advances from the two hanks will 
make it possible substantially to reduce charges on customs; (3) that considerably 
increased revenues from the customs may be expected if things go right; (I) that 
wo can rely on linding the means in Porsia to recoup ourselves if things go wrong. 

I hope that two Governments may not refrain on account of this reason from 
negotiating the joint loan. The passport and telegraph revenues could he assigned as 
supplementary security if necessary. . , 

In the meanwhile 1 would provisionally suggest following conditions, to be 
modified or developed us the course of the negotiations may demand :— 

(1.) Two Pow ers to approve I he budget of the expenditure of the moneys, and a 
committee, including Biznt and Moruard, to supervise its executiou. The budget to be 
approved only if it includes provisions for— 

(2.) The establishment of an efficient gendarmerie, with European officers as 
instructors; . , , v 

(3.) The reorganisation, with the aid of live or six French employes, ot the 
financial administration; . 

(1.) An undertaking in general terms on subject of railway concessions (see my 
despatch No. 2011 of the 8th November). 

Intent ions of Medjliss are not yet known, but, with the exception of No. 2, I do 
not believe that any of the above conditions should prove inacceptablc. Except m 
regions in which weave interested, llussian Government may object to tile employ¬ 
ment of any but Russian officers for such a gendarmerie, and I believe that Persian 
Government, rather than agree to this condition, would prefer, if assistance from 
other quarters were not forthcoming, to continue in the present necessitous condition, 
in which a state of things rendering intervention on a large scale inevitable must 
sooner or later occur. , . 

I trust that in any case the conditions upon which Ins .Majesty s Government 
eventually shall insist will not be of a nature to wreck the loan. The stability of the 
present regime cannot be assured without a substantial advance, and in the end it might 
well turn out better economy for us that the conditions should be waived rather than 
that a loan to Persian Government should collapse. If financial assistance be given in 
instalments, supplies could be cut oil if money was being unprofilably employed. 

|’util Persian Government makes its application, or at least until I^om informed 
how far tile conditions suggested meet with your approval, I shall not discuss tho 
matter with M. Poklewski. 


[439581 No - 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. iin relay. 

(Teiegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Ollier, December 2, 1!)09. 

' PROPOSED advance to Persian Government. 

t understand from your telegram No. 7So of the 19th November that the consent 
of the Russian Minister to the advance is conditional on the fulfilment of the four 
Russian conditions. Have the Persian Government only been told that such consont. 
' [ltKl] - O 
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is necessary to any advance by the Russian Bank ; or have the conditions themselves 
been actually presented to them ? 

Please refer to 8t. Petersburgh telegram No. 501 of the 1st December and to vour 
telegram No. 798 of the 30th November. 


144119] No. 212. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. liarcluu. 

(No. 190.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign O/fice, December 2, 1909. 

TUltCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

A considerable Turkish force is being concentrated on the Persian frontier. The 
objective of this movement appears to is* the occupation of certain positions to the 
north and south of Ijike Urumin. The above information is contained in a report 
from the Russian consul at Orumin. 

If you can obtain any information on this subject, please telegraph. 


[441301 No. 213. 

(N ,S( 1 ) S<r C ’ 10 S ' r Ellwnr ' 1 ( >rcy.—(Received December 3.) 

(1 clegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 3, 1909. 

but I HERN ranis, bee my despatch No. 201 of the 30th October. 

The slight improvement reported on the Bushire - Ispahan road was only 
temporary. I lie road again appears to be very insecure. 


[441641 No. 211. 

Sir Barclay to Sir Edwara Grey.—(Received Deceaiber 3.) 

(No. 802.) 

(telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 3,1909: 

•0)1.\ 1 advance to Persian Government. 

Please refer to your telegram No. 190 of the 2nd December. 

M 1‘oklcwaki presented your conditions to Minister for Foreign Affairs on behalf 
otlns Government, lint the Russian bank merely signilied its readiness to make the 
advance when Russian Minister gave his permission. As only one of the four 
conditions concerned its business, the bank did not present the conditions itself 

It would be better, in my opinion, to discourage these small doles to the Persian 
Government now that negotiations are in sight for a substantial advance from the two 
Government*. I hoy arc likely to prevent the Medjliss from recognising as soon as 
•' Otherwise would, the necessity of applying to the two legations for a substantial 


144220] No. 215. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 4.) 

Sir ’ , . . .,. ,, , India Office, December 3,1909. 

1 AM directed by \ iscount Morley to enclose copy of a telegram from the Govern¬ 
ment of India, concurring m the proposal made in the telegram No. 080 of the 
", August from Ills Majesty s Minister at Tehran, and agreed to by Sir E. Grey's 
telegram No. 131 of the 23rd August, that Mr. llowson, telegraph officer, should be 
appointed vice-consul at Btrjand pending further developments. The Government of 
India recommend the grant to Mr. llowson of a vice-consular allowance of 100 rupees 
a-nioiitli, together with an allowance of 185 rupees a-month for office expenses 
sumptuary charges, lmuse-rent, Ac., subject to a proportionate reduction of the total 
allowance if the house-rent, now 35 rupees a-month, is later on reduced. 


Lord Morley is, I am to say, prepared to approve these proposals, on learning that 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury will accept a moiety of the 
estimated expenditure involved. 

In the event of their acceptance being notified, 1 am to request that the necessary 
consular powers may be obtained for Mr. W. R. llowson. 

I am, &c. 

R. RITCHIE. 

Inclosure in No. 215. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. November 13, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to telegram of 23rd August last from Foreign Office to Sir G. Barclay 
relative to Seistan. 

Pending further developments, I agree that appointment of llowson as vice-consul, 
Birjand, is desirable, and I suggest that vice-consular allowance of 100 rupees per 
mensem, in addition to allowance of 185 rupees per mensem for house-rent, sumptuary 
charges, office expenses, Ac., should be granted to him. In the event of house-rent, 
which is now 35 rupees per mensem, being reduced Later, allowance will be 
proportionately reduced. 

If this has your approval, we should be glad if arrangements for necessary consular 
powers could be made. 


[44284 No. 216. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 5.) 

(No. 803.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 5,1909. 

AUTHORITY of Saham-ed-Dowleh, Governor of Fare, is being seriously 
threatened by Sowlet-ed-Dowleh. Latter is believed to have engineered attack on 
M. Passek in order to discredit governor-general, who is without the requisite military 
force either to apply pressure or to organise active operations. Governor-general has 
drawn up certain demands as condition of retaining office and presented them to the 
Persian Government. They include :— 

1. That Sowlet should be ordered to co-operate in the maintenance of order, in 
default of which he should be dismissed as chief of his tribe. 

2. That governor-general should be empowered to employ the entire revenue of 
province of Fare for the period of one year to satisfy pressing local needs, but, above 
all, to organise necessary force of troops. 

M. Poklewski and I, on the strong recommendation of both consuls at Shiraz, 
before whom at a joint interview Saham-ed-Dowleh had exposed his demands, made 
representations yesterday in support of those demands, offering, moreover, to send 
instructions to our consuls to warn Sowlet-ed-Dowleh of the consequences to which his 
insubordination would lead him. 

The sipahdar and Sardar Assad, to whom our joint representations wore made, 
concurred entirely in the measures proposed, except that they would not consent to 
put the whole of the revenue of Fare, amounting to 120,O0QL, in hands of governor- 
general. Authorisation to raise a force with local funds had already been given to 
him, however. Prime Minister and Minister of Interior promised to consider our offer 
to convey a warning to Sowlet-ed-Dowleh. 


[44293] No. 217. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 5.) 

(No. 801.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 5, 1909. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. 800 of the 2nd December, l have the honour 
to report that the Medjliss in secret session has discussed the programme presented by 
the Cabinet. They are practically certain, I a minformod secretly by a deputy, to 
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sanction the application for an advance of 500,000/., to be supplemented later by a 
larger loan, whereby the floating debt will be consolidated. Medjliss has also approved 
in principle the proposal that foreign employes should be introduced into the various 
departments. My informant tells me that Persians will be unwilling to give the 
engagement to Frenchmen, for they believe their suspicion that the l* reach financial 
adviser is practically in the service of the two Governments is continued by passages 
in our Blue Books. I am of opinion that this difficulty may be overcome. Deputy 
confirms me in my belief that Medjliss will obstinately oppose the demand for the 
engagement of Russian military instructors for the gendarmerie. 

Persian Government will. I am given to understand, apply in the course of the 
presont week for the advance. 


[44285] No. 218. 

Sir G. linrclui/ to Sir Edward Grey.—(litceived December 5.) 

(No. 805.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 5, 1900. 

TUHOO-PERSIAN frontier. Please refer to my telegram No. *190 of the 
2nd December. 

I am informed by M. Poklewski that his consul at Urumia has reported the 
appearance in the districts of Somai, Buradost, Torgaver, Paslit, and Mergaver of two 
regiments of Turkish troops with four guns and six quick-firers. 

Russian consul-general at Tabree/. has received a telegram from manager of 
Russian Road Company from Sujbulak announcing the dispatch to Mamacho and 
Inngado of 200 Turkish infantry and 300 cavalry, accompanied by two guns. Manager 
believes that similar movement of 100 Persian troops to Muhmediar in the Solduz 
district is the cause of this activity. 

Governor-General of Tabreez has informed Persian Government that 200 Turkish 
troops with two guns have been sent to Mnhmcdiur, ami that the Kaimakam of Pasveh 
has demanded the withdrawal of Persian troops from the town. 

Beyond what manager of Russian Rond ('ompany has telegraphed to Mr. Miller, 
His Majesty’s acting consul-general has no information. 


L44307I No. 219. 

Sir A, Xicolxon to Sir Edward (ire y .—(Received December 0.) 

(No. 032.) 

Sir, S/. Petersburgh, December 1, 1909. 

M. ISVOLSKY remarked to me this afternoon that, in connection with the Bagdad 
Railway, it would be necessary that our two countries should converse on the policy to 
he pursued in respect to railways in Persia. This was not a question to he indefinitely 
postponed. The Duma deputies, when in London, had had several conversations with 
people in London in regard to linking up a Persian and the Indian railway system. 
The deputies had returned much impressed with what had been said to them, and were 
all desirous that through communication with India should bo established. Ho was to 
see M. Khomiukow one of these days to have a talk with him on the subject. He knew 
that public opinion in England was not yet ripe for such a project, but, in order to 
satisfy that section of public opinion here who were in favour of a guod understanding 
with England, he thought it would be a mistake to rule the question out of court. He 
foresaw that, whatever arrangement might eventually be arrived at in regard to the 
Bagdad Railway, it was probable that there would be some discontent in the minds of 
many Russians, as no one in Russia had over been in favour of tin* railway. If by any 
chance the agreement did not meet the requirements of Russian interests, there might 
even he a reviremeut in sections friendly to England, and this would Ixj unfortunate. 
It would therefore In* desirable if some understanding could be reached between the 
British and Russian Governments in respect to Persian railways, and especially as to a 
through route to India. This would serve as a set-olT to any detriment or risks which 
Russian interests might suffer by the construction of the Bagdad Railway. 

I asked M, Isvolsky whether the Duma deputies had spoken with any responsible 
people in London in respect to a raccordemcnt with the Indian railways, as 1 was sure 
that the time had not yet come for such a project to be carried out. M. Isvolsky said 
that perhaps they were not, strictly speaking, responsible personages with whom the 
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deputies had conversed, but they were homines de valeur. He knew that it was yet too 
early to realise a through route to India, but the question might he discussed vmh the 
view of its assuming a practical form “dans un avenir plus ou moins lointain. He 
was anxious that nothing should occur to weaken the entente with England, and 1 must 
know that there were many who were opposed to it. I told him that I was* perfectly 
aware of that fact, and that I always bore in mind that the entente was a very young 
and tender plant, which had not struck deep roots as yet in the public mind of either 
country. I then dropped the subject, as I should like to receive replies to the questions 
which I ventured to pu^ before you in my telegram No. 499 of the 30th November 
before discussing, even academically, the question with M. Isvolsky. 

1 have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[44572] No. 220. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

[Telegraphic.) P. foreign Office, December (i, 11100. 

ARDEB1L. . , . 

According to information supplied to me by the Russian charge d a inures, the 
Russian Government have decided, in view of the advance of the Persian troops, to mad 
over to them the lask of dealing with the Shahsevaus and restoring order, and are 
subsequently about to leave them a free hand by recalling their troops from the town. 

With respect, however, to the losses suffered by Russian subjects, the Russian 
Government intend to remind the Persian Government that they are undor the 
obligation to satisfy any claims for compensation arising out of the late brigandage at 
Ardebil. 


[44285] 


No. 221. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

Foreign Office, December (i, 1901). 


(No. 704.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

TU RCO-PERSIA N frontier. 

The action of the Porte which is reported in Tehran telegram No. SOo of the 
5th December is a violation of repeated undertakings, and the Russian Government 
are of opinion that serious representations should he made at Constantinople. 

They have instructed their Ambassador to enquire as to the truth of these reports, 
and to take the proposed step, should the explanation offered by the Porte he 
unsutisfaetorv. Von are authorised to associate yourself with the Ambassador in this 


[44285] No. 222. 

Sir Edvard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 1350.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December ti, 1909. 

TUUCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

Having regard to the fact that the action of the Porte reported in Tehran 
telegram No. 805 of the 5th December is a violation of ropeuted undertakings, Russian 
Government desire to make serious representations to the Turkish Government on the 
subject. 

You should inform Minister for Foreign Affairs that when Russian Ambassador 
at Constantinople enquires as to the truth of these reports lie will have the support of 
His Majesty’s charge d’affaires, who has also been instructed to join hint in taking tiio 
proposed step, should no satisfactory explanation he forthcoming. 


[IC,HI| 







[44040] 


No. 223. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Xicolson. 

jTciegrapilic.) P. Foreign Office, December G, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

You should endeavour to ascertain on what conditions, in the opinion of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Russian Government would he willing to participate 
in the advance, since it appears that the Persian Government will apply for it in the 
near future. . , 

For reference see Tehran telegrams Nos. 800 and SOI of the 2nd and oth 
December. 


[446081 No. 221. 

Mr. F. C. Slrick to Mr. Mallet.—(Deceived December 7.) 

Ilaltic House, Leadenliall Street, London, 
gj r December -1, 1909. 

IN further reference to my letter of the 1st instant, the following is a copy of a 
telegram I have received from my Uussorah house:— 

“ Please refer to our telegram of Tuesday. Mouinutojar 4,000 tons, London, one 
or two shipments. Whon can you ship? What is the late of freight." 

In reply to this message 1 telegraphed as follows 

"Seeing understand Mouinutojar has made a contract with A. Weir and Co., f.o.b., 
chartering hands F.llinger and Co., what does it mean Mouinutojar interfering? 
Obtain all the information you can from llaji Reis, ami report immediately by wiro. 
We can carry oxide. Try to ascertain what they will pay." 

Yours, Ac. 

FRANK C. STRICK. 


[44627J • No. 225. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 7.) 

India Office, December 7, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence ending with the letter of this Office 
dated the 10th November, 1909, 1 am directed by Viscount Morlev to enclose, for 
communication to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, paraphrase of a telegram from the 
Government of India, dated the 1st December, suggesting that Mr. Scott, a retired 
officer of the Survey Department, should enter the company’s service under the 
arrangements therein explained. 

I am to inquire whether the company would wish that the Government of India 
should instruct Mr, Scott to proceed to Mohatnmerah on the terms as to pay mentioned 
in the telegram, via., 1,000 rupees a-nionth and travelling expenses. 

I am, Ac 

11. RITCHIE. 


Inclosure in No. 225. 

Government of India to Viscount Mnrlcy. 

(Telegraphic.) P. December 1, 1909. 

MR. SCOTT, a distinguished officer of the Survey Department, on the retired list, 
having varied experience, will join the service of the oil company on a salary of 
1,000 rupees a-month and travelling expenses, and establishment costing probably 
about GOO rupees a-month, or even more. There will also be some expenditure on 
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outfit, instruments, and tents. May we give instructions to Scott to proceed to 
Mohammerah on his terms as to pay ? . 

As regards the desired scale of the map. the Surveyor-General seems to think it 
unusual. I call attention to this point as, after consultation with the local agent, the 
company may like to have Scott’s advice on it. 


[44635] 


Sir G. Ilarclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 

Tehran, December 7, 1909. 


(No. 80G.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

TURCO-PEllSIAN frontier. 

My immediately preceding telegram. 

Last night Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me that forty additional lurkish 
soldiers had been sent to Urumia and that Turkish troops were being reinforced on the 
frontier. 

At Auhar, about 12 miles north-west of Urumia, there had been lighting between 
Turkish soldiers and Persian villagers, in the course of which several of the latter were 
killed. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs asked me to treat this information as personal, for 
although Persian Government are making representations at Constantinople, they do 
not for the moment desire our co-operation. 


[44040] No. 227. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sj r , Foreign Office, Dtcember 7, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to the question of a joint 
advance to lie made to the Persian Government by His Majesty's and the Russian 
Governments, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith 
copies of telegrams from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, 0 reporting that an applica¬ 
tion for such advance may shortly be expected, and setting forth the conditions on 
which, in his opinion, it should lie acceded to. 

1 am to state that Sir E. Grey concurs in the view expressed by Sir G. Ilarclay, 
that such an advance is necessary to enable the Persian Government to administer the 
country satisfactorily, and, indeed, to render possible the continuance of constitutional 
rule there, and he would farther point out that a valuable opportunity is thereby 
offeretl for obtaining the consent of the Persian Government to the institution of guards 
on the southern trade routes and to concessions for the construction of railways. He 
also attaches great importance to the conversion of the debt, owed by the Persian 
Government to the Imperial Hank of Persia and to the Russian Discount Bank, which, 
lie considers, should be made a necessary condition of any loan. 

With this exception, he considers the conditions proposed by Sir G. Barclay in his 
telegram No. 800 to bo sufficient, and I am to state that he would be glad to receive, at 
Viscount Motley's early convenience, an expression of bis Lordship’s views on the 
subject. 

I have, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[43907] No. 228. 

Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellingcr and Co. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, December 7, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters of the 20th and 30th ultimo relative to telegraphic correspondence between you 
and His Majesty’s Legation at Tehran. 

In reply to the former of these communications, you wore informed by telegraph 


• Nos. X10 aud X17. 
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that there was no objection to yonr addressing a message to His Majesty s Minister 
direct, so long as it was made clear to him that this mode of procedure had the sanction 
of this department. 

In reply to the latter of your two letters, I am to state that you are correct in 
assuming that Sir E. Grey has no objection to your following the same course in the 
future with regard to proposed shipments of red oxide from the Island of Ilormuz. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[44672J No. 229. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 8.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to the lotter 
from the India Office of the 1st November, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated 
the 5th December, relative to proposals for the installation of wireless telegraphy in 
the Persian CJulf. 

India Office, December 7, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 229. 

Gocernmeiit of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. December 5, 1909. 

WIRELESS telegraphy in the Persian. Gulf. My telegram of the 30th October 

last. 

We propose to establish eventually'stations at the following places: Bushire, 
Bunder Abbas, Bahrein, Debai, Koweit, and Lingah, amongst which there should be 
intercommunication. Establishment of 600-mile wireless station at Jask, as suggested 
in despatch of the 21st October last, being assumed, a range of 200 miles would 
suffice at the six places above mentioned in ordinary circumstances* but, having 
regard to the greater distance which separates Lingah from Bushire, it seems desirable 
to have 300-mile ranges at those places. The cost of buildings would amount to 
between 20,000 rupees and 30,000 rupees for each station, and cost of furniture to 
about 1,000 rupees. Estimate for six stations (? apart from) buildings and furniture, 
is approximately 95,500 rupees, and the annual recurring charge for the six stations 
68,400 rupees. ’ It is proposed that these stations should be fitted for a normal working 
wave length of 600 metres, but with capacity for transmission of wave length up to 
803 metres, ami capable of receiving any wave length of 600 metres and over. Wave 
lengths will, in the opinion of the naval commander-in-chief, excellently suit naval 
work. 

We send you this outline of our proposals as you desired to consider the Indian 
and Persian Gulf scheme as a whole, but in so doing we would explain that we do not 
propose to introduce the Gulf scheme until the stato of our finances shows considerable 
improvement ; and, in any event, when funds are available, wo propose to give 
precedence, [? except in] the case of Jask. where a temporary installation is now being 
put up, to our inland wireless scheme. 


143492; No. 230. 

Sir Edward Circa to Mr. Mar liny. 

(No. 371.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 8, 1909. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 930 of the 22nd ultimo on the subject of 
the renewal of the contract between the Societc du Tombac and the Russian shipping 
company. 

I concur in your view that, in event of the failure of the Russian Ambassador at 
Constantinople to obtain the requisite promise from the Imperial Ottoman Bank, local 
action by His Majesty’s Embassy to obtain the contract for Messrs. Striek would be 
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unlikely to be more effective, but I doubt whether the London board of dnectors of 
the bank exercise sufficient influence in the councils of that institution to offer a 
reasonable chance of success to an application made to them by Messrs. attack, supported 

b> ' H i» tfecirc«mstan”rtiic efforts of His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburg 
should be directed, as the time for the expiration of the present contract moie uonrl> 
approaches, towards inducing the Russian Government to press for its renewal. 1 heir 
influence might possibly lie exercised on the Ottoman Bank through the 1 tench 
Government. I ^ 

’ E. GREY. 


[44771J No - - 31 - 

hill in Office to Foreign Office.— (Beceiced Deremher !).) 

THE Undersecretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount -Morley, tonvards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary ol State, copy of a telegram to tne 
Viceroy, dated the 6th December, relative to the proposed appointment of Mr. llowson 
as vice-consul at Birjand. 

India Office, December 8, 1909. 


lucdosuro in No. 231. 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) I\ IWi« Office , December 6,1909. 

APPOINTMENT of vice-consul, Birjand. Your telegram of the 13th November 

I am in communication with the Foreign Office on the subject. Please let me 
have Howson’s Christian names by telegraph. 


[44383] No. 232. 

Sublime Porte to Teirfih Pasha.—{Communicated to Foreign Office December 9, 1909.) 

(Telegraphique.) . ^ 

LE commandant de noire petit dotachemeut a Seldouzu (frontiore turco-pcrsane) 
nous signal© quo des troupes persaues avec elements de tribn kurde se sont massecs 
dans le village Meluned Yur, pres Seldouzd, observeut unc attitude irienapante contre nos 

Estimant que nos differends de frontiere avec la Perse doivent etro aplanis des quo 
noire voisine aura reeouvre son etat normal, nous avons domic an commandant de not re 
dctachenient ordro fonncl de ue point nvnncor et se bonier, le cas echeant, a icpotissoi 
toute attaque. Nous avons oivmeme temps prifi Gouvernement persan dp donner a sos 
troupes instructions cn vue evitcr tout choc. 


[44830] No. 233. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received December 9.) 

[Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 9, 1909. 

SOUTHERN roads. 

In continuation of my telegram No. 801 of the 3rd December, I have to report 
that Kuligelui tribesmen are blocking the Shiraz. -Ispahan road at a point about 
10 miles distant from the latter town. 

Between Shiraz, and [Cazeroon also tho road is most insecure. 

1 am informed that lighting has taken place south of Kazeroon, but no details 
are yet to baud. 


2 Q 


[10SI 
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[44842] No.234. 

Sir A. Nicolson lo Sir Edward Grey—(deceived December 9.) 

(Telegraplic.) P. SL Pelcrsburyh, December 0, 1909. 

YOU If telegram No. 1332 of the Oth December : Proposed advance to I ersm. 

Information similar to that commonieatiNl by Sir <1. Barclay, had also reached 
M. Isvolskv, but his Excellency was of opinion that ho would find that the Minister of 
Finance was not disposed to advance any money, specially on security of a doubtful 
value. I promised to furnish him with some views which had been put forward by 
Sir G. Barclay as to the means by which some security might possibly bo found, and I 
will send him an abstract of the ideas submitted by Sir G. Barclay in his telegram 
\o S00 of the 2nd December. 1 could see that M. Isvolsky was opposed to any 
advance being made by the Imperial Bank alone, and this would give the appearance 
of a weakening in our joint understanding with regard to Persian alTairs. A little 
later on 1 will endeavour to ascertain M. Isvolsky s views as to the conditions which 
would In- required by Russia in the event of the Minister of Finance being induced to 
withdraw the objections which he will probably put forward. His Excellency had no 
suggestion to make at present. 


[43512) 


Sir Edward Grey lo Sir A. Johnstone. 

Foreujn OJ/icc , Dcceinbtr 0, 1009. 
eived your despatch N T o. 152 of the 21st ultimo, relative to a pro¬ 
to the region of the Persian Gulf, organised by the Royal Danish 


<N". bl.) 

Sir, 

l HAVE recci 

posed expedition to the region 
Geographical Society. 

It would be well that the Danish Government should realise that His Majesty 8 
Government will follow with interest the proceedings of the expedition, and 1 therefore 
concur in your suggestion that you should mention the matter to the Banish Minister 
for Foreign AlTairs and ask his Excellency in a friendly manner to give you such 
information as ho may lie able to furnish as to the scope ol the undertaking. 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[44164! No. 230. 

foreign Office to Imperial Hank of Persia. 

§j r Foreign Office , December 9,1909, 

WITH reference to papers left at this Office by Sir ’('. Jackson on the 29th ultimo 
relative lo the liuuncinl affairs of the Persian Government, 1 am directed by Secretary 
Sir Edward Grev to inform you that, according to telegraphic reports from His 
Majesty's Ambassador at St. IVterslmrgh and Minister at Tehran, the four conditions 
laid down by the llnssian Minister at the latter capital as indispensable if any advance 
is to be made bv the Russian Discount Hank were presented by him to the Persian 
Minister for foreign Affairs, hut the hank itself merely notified its readiness to lend 
when permitted to do so by M. l’oklewski. This procedure was adopted because three 
of the conditions did not relate to the bank's business. 

It is understood that, failing satisfaction on the points insisted on by their 
representative, the Russian Government are likely lo object to any advance being made 
by the Imperial Rank of Persia, and they would in any ease require time lo think the 
matter over should such a situation arise. 

1 am to add. for the confidential information of your hoard, that there is every 
probability that the Persian Government will within a few days apply to His Majesty’s 
and tlie Russian Governments for a substantial advance. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 
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[44962] No. 237 • 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Si. Petersburg/., December 10, 1909. 

SCHEME for guards on Hnsliire-Ispahan route. .. , 

In reply to a further request for his answer on tins subject, M. Isvolsky saul that 
he hoped soon to be in a position to give a written reply. His Excellency lias twice 
assured me verbally that no objection would be raised by the Russian Government; to 
the scheme proposed, but all the same the delay in putting ins answer in writing 
would seem to indicate that a scheme for police in the Russian sphere is being drawn 
up, and that the Russian Government would wish the two projects to he put forward 
conjointly. 


[44883] 


Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson A 1 

Foreign OJJice , December 10, 1909. 


(No. 1354.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

SITUATION on the TurcoTersian frontier. , ,, . 

I am informed by the Turkish Ambassador that the Porte has taken the following 
action: The advance of the detachment at Solduz has been stopped; the officer 
commanding has been ordered to act strictly on the defensive, and a communication 
has been made to Persian Government requesting them to send such instructions to 
their troops as will avert a collision. 


[44220] No. 239. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

g| r Foreign Office, December 10, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
of correspondence relative to 'the proposed temporary appointment of a consular 
representative of His Majesty at Birjand.f 

It will be seen from tlte.se papers that the Russian consul in Seistan has asked ins 
Government for leave to pass the winter at Birjand, which is the capital of the province 
of Iiain, and at present a place of groator importance titan Nasralabad, where the 
consuls itt Seistan reside. . 

It appears to llis Majesty’s consul that, if the request of his Russian colleague is 
granted, I iis Majesty’s Government should not remain without an accredited repre¬ 
sentative at llirjand, and this view, which lias the support of llis Majesty's Minister 
at Tehran, the Government of India, and the India Office is shared by Sir E. Grey. 

1 am accordingly lo express the hope that the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty’s Treasury may see their way to accept as a charge on Imperial revenues 
One-half of tile expense involved in the appointment of the vice-consul, which amounts 
in all to 285 rupees a-month, subject to a possible subsequent reduction. 

1 am, Ar. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[44627] ‘ No. 210. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

gj ri Foreign Office, December 10, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he caused to be 
forwarded to the India Office, for tile information of tint Government of India, copy of 
your letter of the 1st ultimo relative lo the proposed topographical survey of south • 

* Also to Mr. Marling (No. 707), and Sir 0. Barclay (No. 494). 

t Sir O. Barclay, No. f.80. Telegraphic, August 22 to Sir G. Barclay, No. 431, Telegraphic, August 23 
Iudia Office, December 3, 1909. 












western Persia, and that a telegram hns now been received in reply to the communi¬ 
cation addressed to them on the subject. , . 

In this telegram the. Government of India state that Sir. Scott, a distinguished 
officer of the Survey Department, on the retired list, having varied experience, will 
join your company's service at a salary of 1,000 rujtees a-month and travelling 
expenses, and establishment costing probably aliout (100 rupees a-month, or even more. 
There will also be some expenditure on outfit, instruments, and tents. 

‘ 1 am accordingly to enquire, at the request of the (lovernment of India, whether 

they should instruct Mr. Scott to proceed to Molmmmerah on the terms mentioned as to 

* I am to add that, as regards the desired scale of the map, the (lovernment of India 
state that their surveyor-general seem to think it unusual. They observe that they 
mention this point as,’after consultation with the local agent, your company may like 
to have Mr. Scott’s advice on it. 

I am, &c. 

\V. LANGLEY. 


T45103 


No. 241. 


ved December 11.) 
Constantinople, December 1J, 19011. 


Mr. Mtuling to tiir liditmrd (ireij.—(Ret 

(No. 300.) 

(Telegraphic.) I’. 

TI1RCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

Sec your telegrams No. 701! of the 9th December and No, 707 of yesterday. 
Information similar to that contained in last paragraph of former of these two 
telegram- - repeating Tehran No. St )(>) has reached M. TchnrykofT, who intends to await 
invitation from Persian Government before acting here, and has telegraphed to his 
(lovernment proposing this course. 

In answer to enquiries made by M. TchnrykolT and myself, Ililnd Paslm has 
assured us that the action taken at Soilin'/, was purely for defensive purposes, and that 
there has been no movement of troops in the ITrumia district. 


145320! No. 212. 

Mr. /*’. C. Shirk to Mr. Mallet — (Received December 13.) 

liullic House, Lead unhid l Street, London, 

Sir, December 11, 11)00. 

I BEG t<» in lorm you that siutv my letter of the 4th instunt l have exchanged 
the following further telegrams with my Bussorah home relating to the proposed 
shipment of oxide hy the Moin-ut-Tojnr from Ormuz Island:— 

Sent December 1. “ I law you seen llnji Kois r " 

Received Decnnhrr 5-II. “ Haji Ueis : Muck it.* Mohaminemh to-day.” 

Received Dec-mbcr G--7. “ Haji Ueis: Apparently he is not aware what it means; 
states Moin-ut-Tojar ships where pleases; declines give idea rate; suggest telegraph 
immediately tin- lowest rate that can he accepted; endeavour to keep the business in 
hand.” 

Sent December 8.—“January shipment: Will carry about 4,000 tons of oxide 
22.*. Ur/., or we are open to buy 40.*. f.o.b. Please see Haji Ueis to-morrow. You may 
allow Ueis commission if >ou think it will lead to a good result.” 

Received December 0-10. “ Going Molmmmerah to-morrow.” 

Received December 10. —Ueis states Hamburg American line offerer 1 2Os. January 
shipment; believes Moin-ut Tojar shipping against Ellinger’s sides, hut wiring Moiu-ut- 
Tojar your oiler ; proposes freight sub|«*ct Moin-ut-Tojnr h acceptance 20.*. 4,000 tons 
one shipment. 22,v. two; asks commission 2 per cent, on freight or 2 per cent. sale. 
What is your opinion ' 

Sent December 10. " We will agree 4,000 tons 2 On. one, 22.v. two shipments, at 

tan- option, 

•• We w ill agree commissions freight or sale, 

** Ho not understand what you mean ‘against Kllingor’s tales,’" 
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[452851 No. 241®. 

India Oilier to Fornijn Office—{Rccciccd December 13.) 

g; r India Office, December 11, 1909. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the Till instant on the subject of a request which the Persian Govern¬ 
ment arc thought likely to make for a loan in the near future. Vlscount Morley finds 
no observations to offer in respect of the proposals suggested by Sir G. Uarclav in 
his telegram of the 2nd instant. But he thinks it is right, at tins early stage to 
express his strong doubt whether any further financial assistance ought to he given to 
Persia out of Indian revenues, or ut’the risk ot imposing u charge upon them. It will 
not lie easy, for instance, to show what direct interest India has in the continuance Cl 
constitutional rule in Persia, and it will be verv easy and not unreasonable for Indian 
politicians t<> ask why they should puv for the secniity in Persia of a constitutional 
system strictly denied to themselves. It is true, again, that India is pari of tho Empire, 
and should take its share in the burdens of Empire. Tile moment, however, is not 
a happy one for resort to this line of argument, ns Indians arc now sharply resenting a 
denial to them of equality of citizenship within tho Empire, by colonial communities not 
themselves 'Contributing to its defence. It may lie true, indeed, that order m Persia 
might help Indian commerce, lint Lord Morley is not. convinced that improvement in 
the sphere of Indian trade by means of ttiis kind is assured enough to justify the innio- 
sitinn of new burdens upon the general body of Indians, Nor is he convinced that 
even the conversion of t-lie Persian debt would strike either the judgment or the 
imagination of the Indian taxpayer usa specifically Indian interest. 

While, therefore, be is reluctantly obliged to assume responsibility lor the loan of 
100 , owl. to which lie agreed in May lust, Lord Morley is not prepared to recommend 
bis council to sanction any further advance. 

I am, &v. 

11. RITCHIE. 


2 (i* 


1084 | 
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I have also exchanged telegrams with my Teheran agent, Mr. David Brown, as 
follows :— . 

deceived December 7.—“ Referring to your telegram of 1st December, there is 
every probability concession Moin-ut-Tojar will be cancelled very 
been formed, and offers 400,000 krans yearly tor mining lights Pusiau Unit. 

appears to be disinclination to consider our oiler. n |r think 

“ With regard to 4 000 tons, as mentioned your telegram of 1st December, t 
it likelT Moin-ut-Tojai' 4 endeavouring to ship as much as possible before the concession 
Lmcelled T wouS appear to be in contravention of Weir contract. It you can obtain 
definite woof of Moil -ut-Toiar having contracted for such shipment, so that I rnig 

withdraw support from Moiu-ut-Tojar. I could obtain then full support Bi.tibh M.mste , 

" hl ° t December 8*— ‘ 1 For your information, we have telegraphed our Bussorah house 
to-day as follows : - - 

“ ‘ January shipment will carry about 4,000 tons of oxide, 22*. 6</., or we are open 
to buv 40s fob (Ormuz). Please see Haji Reis to-morrow. You may allow Reis 
counmssfon if you think it will lead to good result. Do you know shareholders 
proposed company ! For how many years will company pay 4 000J 
vou consider forge yearly payment preferable to lump sum, we will pay o00,000 krans 
veaidv'tbr teii years oil/option further ten years. If your negotiations lor concession 
are unsuccessful, will it be possible to obtain an interest in company or to come to some 
arrangement with company for supplies of Ormuz oxide < 

Yours faithfully, 

FRANK O. STRICK. 


[45415] 


No. 243. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received December 14). 


India Office, Decembtr 13, 1909. 

WITH reference to the correspondence ending with your letter of the 22nd 
November, 1907, as to the dispatch of twenty men from India, for a period of six 
months for the protection of the Oil Syndicate’s works near Alnvaz, l am directed to 
enclose'copy of a letter from the Government of India, from which it will be seen that, 
as a result of the prolonged absence of these men from 1 ndia, it has Ijecn foupd 
necessary to incur further expenditure to the amount of rupees 1,0<3.0.8 
(3011. 17*. IOiZ.) for the replacement of the horses, saddlery, &c., lent by the 
18th (P.W.O.) Tiwana Lancers for the use of the eight cavalrymen who accompanied 

thC Yam to request that, if Sir E. Grey sees no objection, the circumstances may be 
explained to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty s 1 reaflury, and that they may je 
moved to accept a moiety of the amount involved as a charge upon the British 

Exchequer ^ obscrvctl t)llU instructions have been given to the rosident in the 
Persian Gulf that the horses, saddlery, &c., if not roquired at Alnvaz, should bo 
used to replace deficiencies elsewhere within the jurisdiction of the lersian Gulf 
Residency. I nm> &c 

Tt RTTGHTF.. 


luclosure 1 in No. 243, 


Government of India to Viscount Morieg. 


My Lord, 

WE have the 
the lllli November, 
191)7, regarding the 


Simla, October 7, 1909. 

honour to refer to our telegrams dated the loth October and 
1907, and to your Lordship’s telegram dated the 22ud November, 
dispatch from India of a guard ol two British officers, twelve 


[1981] 


■ Evidently mistake in cable. 
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infantry, and eight cavalry for the protection of the Oil Syndicate’s works in the 
vicinity of Ahwaz. 

2. In our telegram of the 11th November, 1907, wo intimated that the initial cost 
of this guard would bo about 4,000 rupees. In May 1909 the military authorities 
represented that the cavalrymen of the guard, who left India on the 7tli December, 
1907, had been away from their regiment for over a year and a-half, and considerable 
inconvenience had been caused to the regiment by reason of the shortage of the horses, 
saddlery, and line-gear which the men took with them. Accordingly, with a view to 
enabling the regiment to replace the deficiencies at oncq, we sanctioned the purchase 
of the above-mentioned horses, saddlery, and line-gear at the values assessed by the 
Regimental Committee, the aggregate cost amounting to rupees 4,573 :0: 8. We 
trust that our action, which was taken in anticipation of your approval, will now be 
confirmed, and that 11 is Majesty’s Government will agree to bear a moiety of the 
cost. 

3. Wo have instructed the political resident in the Persian Gulf that the horses, 
saddlery, and line-gear, if not required at Ahwaz, should be used replace deficiencies 
elsewhere within the jurisdiction of the Persian Gulf Residency. 

4. The guard is now being reduced to four sowars in accordance with the 
instructions in your telegram, dated the 20th September, 1909. 

5. A copy of the correspondence on the subject is enclosed. 

We have, &c. 

MINTO. 

O f AI. CREAGH. 

J. O. MILLER. 

W. L. HARVEY. 

S. P. SIN HA. 

H. U. RISLEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 243. 

Major-General Sir A. A. liarrett to Government of India. 

Simla , May 7, 1909. 

IN forwarding for the orders of Government the despatch from the General 
Officer Commanding, 7th (Meerut) Division, dated the llth August, 1908, and 
enclosures, regarding the adjustment of a hill for rupees 4,573: 0 : S preferred by the 
ollieer commanding, 18th Lancers, on account of eight horses and eight sets of 
saddlery and line-gear taken by eight, men of that regiment who proceeded in 
December 1907 to Ahwaz to augment the consular escort there, 1 am directed by the 
commander-in-chief to recommend that the sanction of Government may be accorded 
to the early payment of the bill. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 243. 

Colonel Pirie to the Assistant Adjutant-General, 7th (Meerut ) Division. 

Delhi, August , 1908. 

WITH reference to your letter dated the llth February, 1908, forwarding 
Adjutant-General in India's letter dated the 8th February, 1908. As it is now eight 
months since the additional escort proceeded to Persia, 1 presume the consular 
authorities have taken over both horses and saddlery which the escort took with them 
from the regiment. 

I would, therefore, request that the contingent bills for the price of eight horses 
and saddlery forwarded under this office letter, dated the 3rd December, 1907, to tho 
brigade-major, Meerut Cavalry Brigade (copies attached), may now be adjusted. 


Resubmitted, with reference to your letter dated the 8th February, 190S. 

JOHN NIXON, Major-General, 

Commanding 7th ( Meerut) Division. 

The Adjutant-General in ludia. 
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Contingent Bill. 


Amount of allotment 

Amount expended to end of the previous month 


Balance in hand, excluding the amount of this bill 


Expenditure on account of price of Eight Horses for (Persia) Consular Escort 
incurred by 18th (P.W.O.) Tiwana Lancers during December 1907. 


Details of Expenditure. 


Price of eight horses selected 8 horses 
for consular escort duty 
(Regimental Committee pro¬ 
ceedings attached) 


feedings attached) 
Authority. 

Assistant Adjutant - General, 


Certified that the above charges have been necessarily incurred in the interests of 
the State, and that all receipts for sums of 10 rupees and under, except those for 
postage and telegrams, have been destroyed. 

(Countersigned.) 

Received payment: 

C. P. W. Pirie, Colonel , 

Commanding 18/A (P.W.O.) Tiwana Lancers. 

Delhi, December 3, 1908. 


Proceedings of a Regimental Committee assembled at Delhi on the 2nd December, 
1907, by order of officer commanding, Delhi, for the purpose of valuing eight horses of 
the regiment selected to proceed to Ahwaz, Persia, on consular guard duty to His 
Majesty’s vice-consul. 

President: 

Colonel 0. P. W. Pirie. 

Members: 

Lieutenant R, II. Marsh. 

Lieutenant C. H. Howell. 


The Committee having assembled pursuant to order, proceed to value the horses 
as shown below :— 


Sex. j $ Squadron. 



A contingent bill for the total amount is attached to the proceedings, 

C. P. W. PIRIE, Colonel, \ n .. 

18/A (PJP’ O.) Tiwana Lancers. J rt ' u en ' 
R. II. MARSH, Lieutenant, 

18/A (P. IF.O.) 'Tiwana Lancers. I , 

C. H. HOWELL, Lieutenant, 

18/A (P.W.O.) Tiwana Lancers. J 
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Contingent Bill. 

Rupees 

Amount of allotment .. • • * • 

Amount expended to end of the previous month .. • • •• ___ 

Balance in hand, excluding the amount of this bill .. 


Expenditure on Account of Persia Consular Guard incurred by tlie 18th (P.W.O.) 
Tiwana Lancers during December 1907. 


Serial 1 
No. 

Date. Details of Ex|)cnditurp. 

Numhor or 1 1!at0 

Quantity, 1 

Per. 

Amount. 


Coat of saddlery and horse 
line-gear, &c.. taken by men 
of the 18th (PAV.O.) Tiwana 
Lancers, who proceeded to 
Persia on the 2nd December, 
l'J07, for employment as a 
consular guard, as per detail 
herewith enclosed 

Its a. p. | 


Rs. a. p. 
785 G 8 


A ut/unity. 

Assistant Adjutant - General, 
7th (Meerut) Division, tele¬ 
gram dated the 29th No- 
vember, 1907. 





Certified that the above charges have been necessarily incurred in the interests of 
the Suite, and that all receipts for sums of 10 rupees and under, except those for postage 
and telegrams, have been destroyed. (Counters! ned ) 


Received payment: 

C. I\ W. Piui k, Colonel, 
Commanding IS Ih (P.W.O.) Tiwunu Lancers. 


Delhi, December I, 1907. 


Detailed Bill of Saddlery and Horse Line-gear, &e., taken by Men of the IStli (P.M .0.) 
Tiwana Lancers, who proceeded to Persia on the 2nd December, 1JU7, for 
Employment us a Consular Guard. 


Name of Articles 


No. Price. 


Blanket*, grey. marching order 
„ horse 
Bint 

Breast plate 

Bridle. 

Bridoons.. 

„ watering.. 

Brushes, horse, ami curry combs 
Ihieket-s lance 
Burnishers 
Hotly rollers 
Cast's, shoe and nails 
picketing pegs 
Girth*, leather 
Crain bag, canvas.. 

Headstall* with bridle* 
Headstall, stable .. 

Loading ro|H'» ,. 


pair 


8 

H 

S 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 


8 


Ks. «. p. 
21 12 0 
82 4 0 
16 8 0 
28 8 0 

9 12 0 
7 0 0 
6 0 0 
COO 

II I 0 
6 0 0 

10 0 0 
17 0 0 
10 0 0 
17 8 0 
112 0 
It 0 0 

u o o 

7 0 0 


155 


Name of Articles. 


Pegs, iron, piekotting 
Numdahs, saddle .. 
Rings, lauce (loop) 
Saddles .. 

Stirrups, iron 

„ leather .. 
Surcingles 

Straps for greatcoats 
„ bit 
saddle 

.. eye fringe.. 

„ Martingale .. 

Jhools, horse 
Heel ropes 
Hoof pickers 
.Thorons .. 

Tents 

Total 


2 12 0 
48 4 8 
2 8 0 
218 8 0 
10 0 0 
8 « 0 0 
17 8 0 
15 0 0 

1 U 0 
8 0 
4 4 0 
•1 8 0 
71 0 0 
4 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
C4 0 0 

785 G 8 


Delhi , December -1, 1907. 


C. P. W. PIRIE, Colonel, 
Commanding 1 Sth (P.W.O.) Tiwana Lancers. 


Inclosure A in No. 243. 

The Deputy Secretary to the Government of India to Major-General Sir A. A. Barrett. 

Simla, June 30, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 7th May, 1909, to the address of the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Army Department, I am directed to convey 
sanction to the payment of the bills, amounting to rupees 4,573 : G : S, on account of 
eight horses and eight sets of saddlery and line-gear taken by eight men of the 
18th Lancers, who proceeded in December 1907 to Ahwaz to augment the? consular 
escort there. 


[45435] No. 244, 

Mr. F. C. Stride to Foreign Office. -(Received December 14.) 

Baltic House, Lvadenhall Street, London, 
Sir f December 13, 1909. 

REFERRING to my letter of the 11th instant, f have to-day received the following 
telegram from my Telirau agent, Mr. D. Brown :— 

“ Your offer is under consideration Persian Government. A reply promised this 
week." 


The following messages have also been exchanged with my Basso rah firm : 
Deceived December 13.—“ Saw Reis yesterday; ho lias communicated with Moin-ut- 
Tujjar. Immediately we have a reply, will advise you." 

Sent December 13. “ How long will it take Reis receive reply? When do you 

expect see Reis again ? " 

Yours, &c. 

FRANK C. STRK'K. 


[1084] 


2 S 
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T 5405] No. 245. 

The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office.—{Received December 14.) 

Dear Mr. Maxwell. 25, Abchurch Lane, London , December 14, 1009. 

I SEE by the morning papers the Persian Government has applied to the British 
and Russian Legations for a loan of 500,000/. If they succeed, ought we not to insist 
on their paying the interest due on the loans both from Mis Majesty s Government and 
the hauk ; also pay up for the 30,000/. worth of the bank’s silver misappropriated by 
the mint, and further, open the mint for the coinage of silver? 

Yours sincerely, 

T. JACKSON. 


L454741 


No. 


246. 


Si) G. Bordug to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 809.) 

(Telegraphic.) 11.. Tehran, December 14, 1909. 

MINISTER for Foreign AiTairs and Minister of Finance visited two legations 
yesterday, and applied for an advance on two Governments «»f 500,000/. urgently 
needed by Persian Government. We promised to telegraph this application to our 
Governments. 

Without discussing conditions, we both endeavoured to elicit views of Persian 
Government as to security for advance, employment of money, control ol expenditure, 
and the engagement, of foreign agents, but we found Ministers as yet unable to state 
their views with more precision and in greater detail than as follows 


Persian Government utTer at. present no security. They hope for a considerable 
loan later for consolidation at low interest of the Hunting debt, which would reduce 
charges on custom-house, thus enabling them to provide for necessary security. 
Ministers stated that money was to be used for restoration of order, for which formation 
of an army and gendarmerie was needed, and for reforms, especially financial, l hey 
said they were preparing and would communicate t«> the two legations a detailed 
programme of i xpcnditure, and also scheme of control, of which we could gather 
no clear idea except that M. Bizot. was to be given more influence than heretofore, and 
was to superintend its execution. If foreign advisers wen* found necessary they 
would bo engaged, the Mcdjliss having approved their employment in principle, but 
as regards finances they wished for the present to try how far changes in Persian 
staff and the employment of enlightened persons would sullice to effect necessary 
reforms. 


This is not very encouraging, but I trust two Governments will not refuse to 
discuss an advance. For the first time there seem to be indications that Persian 
Government is sincerely trying to prepare a sensible budget and a scheme lor control. 
Russian Minister is telegraphing in above sense. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburg!!.) 


145467] No. 247. 


Sir (». Barela i) to Sit Ed ward Greg.—{Received December 14.) 

(No. 810.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 14, 1909. 

JOINT advance to Persian Government. 

In continuation of my telegrams No. SOU of the 2nd December aud 809 of the 
I Ith December respectively, 1 have the honour to report that I have communicated to 
M. Poklewsky siihslaneeof four conditions ientatively,8.uggi*sied in my first-mentioned 
telegram. With the exemption of No. 2 he raised no objection to them. As regards 
the gendarmerie be would wish to stipulate, subject <J course, to our requirements in 
the south of Persia, for the exclusive employment of Russian instructors. 1 believe 
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that he would also hold out for the four conditions reported in my telegram No. 778 of 
the 15th November, upon which the recent proposed bank’s advance was made 
conditional, I informed him that 1 was reluctant to overload our demands, and that T 
feared the advance might lie wrecked by liis proposed modification of the second 
condition which 1 had suggested. 


[45473] 


No. 248. 


Sir A. Nicohon to Sir Edward Greg.—[Received December 14.) 

(No. 509.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh , December 14, 1909. 

PROPOSED joint advance to the Persian Government. 

In a conversation which I had with M. Isvolsky this afternoon 1 said that both 
Powers desired to avoid intervention in Persia, but that u situation might arise which 
might render it inevitable unless the Persian Government were shortly provided with 
some funds. M. Isvolsky replied that at the present, moment the Russian Government 
did not feel disposed to be particularly amiable to the Persian Government, since the 
latter had of late been adopting an irritating attitude towards Russia, and this attitude 
was apparently adopted on purpose. 

I remarked that the provision of means for the establishment of order in Persia 
was as much in the interests of England and Russia as in those of Persia herself. In 
fact, my concern was rather for our joint interests than for those of the Persian 
Government. M. Isvolsky then shifted his ground to the opposition raised by the 
Finance Minister to granting to Persia any further loans or advances. Mis Excellency 
acknowledged that there was an undoubted improvement in Russian finances, lmt. said 
that M. Kokovtsof kept a tight hand on the purse-strings, and that he doubted whether 
he would be able to induce him to loosen them. Flow and where were His Majesty’s 
Government, going to find the money required for the joint, advance? I professed 
ignorance on this point. 


(Confidential.) 

biter on M. Isvolsky asked whether wo could not. suggest some sort of transaction 
which might overcome M. Kokovtsol’s objections and relieve Russia of tin* necessity of 
herself putting down her share of tie* joint advance. M. Isvolsky’s remarks were very 
vague, and gave little indication of what was passing in liis mind. He gave me no 
clue when 1 asked if he contemplated a joint syndicate, or wlmt ? Ho suggested that 
perhaps I might ask you if it would not be possible to come to some arrangement 
between the two Governments to facilitate the object in view. M. Isvolsky's remarks 
do not give me much to go upon, but, ho mentioned that be recollected dimly that we 
had on a previous occasion made certain suggestions. 1 am looking up this point in 
previous papers, and meanwhile should lie glut] if you would give me any suggestions 
which 1 could submit to M. Isvolsky. 


[45572] No. 249. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company lo Foreign Office.—(Received December 15.) 

Winchester House . Old Broad Sheet. London, 
Sir, December 13, 1909. 

I THINK it right to inform you that 1 have to-day received a telegram, dated 
Moliammerah, the 9th December, from Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Go., this company's 
agents in Persia, as follows:— 

“,I. B. Lloyd, now at Maidnn-i-Naphtun, telegraphs that there is possibility of 
lighting between sections of the Bakhtiari native guard. G. B. Reynolds is at 
Maidan-i-Naphtun. Have asked the British consul at A lava/, to come at once with liis 
escort to Maidnu-i-Naplitun.” 

I had heard by a letter dated the 18th October from Maidau-i-Naplnun that there 
had been a certain amount of friction between the head of the Bakhtiari guard and 
Mr. Willans, who was then acting as locum tennis for Mr. G. B. Reynolds, owing to the 
head of the Bakhtiari guard, so Mr. Willans wrote, extracting blackmail from the 
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native employes of tho company to an extent which was making the position impossible, 
but I trusted to the friction being removed on the return of Mr. Reynolds to Maidan-i- 
Naphtun, and in fact our Persian agents wrote on the 6th November, before Mr. 
Reynolds’s return, stating that the trouble with the head of the guard had been 
temporarily arranged, and that Mr. Wilkins was of opinion that .matters would run 
fairly smoothly for a time. , , , , 

I enclose an extract from our Persian agents letter, dated the doth November, 
received on the 11 lh instant, with copies of tire enclosures therein mentioned, on the 
subject of a claim made by two men, I.utfi Ali and Mohamed Jawod. 

I allude to these two subjects because one or the other may have some bearing on 
the present situation, although the telegram above quoted would appear to he reporting 
an internal trouble between two sections ol the guard. 

I have, &c. 

C. W. WALLACE, 

Vim-Chairman. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 2411. 

Extract from Letter from tap Persian Agents of the Anglo-Persian OH Company , 
dated November 20, 19011. 

BAKHT1ARIS. We enclose copy of a letter received by Mr. Witians from two 
Lurisli khans, who, as you will sec, threaten to put difficulties in the way of the 
company should any operations connected with road making or pipe-line laying be 
commenced without, previous reference to themselves. 

Not knowing the two Bukhtiari persons who have written in, we have thought it 
as well to write the Samsam-i-s-Sultaneh and tlm Snrdar Muhtasliain on the matter, and 
enclose copy of our letter in this regard. 

As you are aware, the agreement made by the Concessions Syndicate (Limited) 
with the* llakhtiari chiefs stipulates that compensation is to he paid by us for any 
cultivated land required for the purpose of the company's work, and further states 
that any dispute as regards tho amount of compensation to bo paid shall he referred 
to 11 is Britannic Majesty’s consul, Mohammerah. 

No dillieulty or occasion for interference in the laying of the pipe-line should 
therefore occur, and it can only occur through the above-mentioned two Bakhtinris, or 
the persons instigating them, deliberately taking steps to make trouble, an event 
which we sincerely trust will not happen. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 249. 

Lurisli Khans to Mr. I Titians. 

(Translation.) 

i After compliments.) {Undated.} 

IN accordance with information which we have received, wo learn that on Betwand 
and Rahdarun lands you have built a road and arc going to construct a pipe-line, and 
that you wish to destroy a certain amount, of laud under cultivation belonging to us. 

'Phis is contrary to your concession, in which your Ambassador (Legation) has 
arranged, namely, that you have no right whatever to build roads and pipe-lines 
through fields without satisfying the land-owners. The land at Betwand and Rahdarun 
belongs to ourselves, therefore we respectfully inform you that without our consent 
you have no right to build roads and pipe-linos through our fields. Further, we have 
caused the kaluntars (chiefs) of the two districts named to pledge themselves to us 
(Sltnznm) not to permit you any roadway (not to let you through) until you have seen 
ns, satisfied us, and thereafter obtained our permission. 


I.UTFI ALL 
MAHOMED .JAWOD. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 249. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Samsam-es-Sultaneh. 

Your Excellency, Mohammerah, November 19, 1909. 

WE beg fo hand you enclosed copy of a letter in Persian (undated and unaddressed) 
which was last week handed to our fields manager at Maidan-i-Naplitun. 

You will notice that the letter in question is signed by two persons, whose names 
are Lutfi Ali and Mahomed Jawod, and that they threaten to put difficulties in the way 
of the Oil Company if they attempt to construct any roads or lay down nnv pipe-lines 
through any land owned by themselves. 

As we do not know the two persons above named, we think it better to refer the 
matter to you rather than to negotiate with them direct. 

We do not anticipate that any road or pipe-line which we shall require to construct 
will have to pass through cultivated land, but in the event of this being necessary we 
shall of course pay compensation, as per the terms of our agreement with you. 

We shall lie'much obliged, therefore, if you will send instructions to Lutfi Ali 
and Mahomed Jawod. and also to all your tribesmen, not to interfere in any way with 
our work, and assure them that if the Oil Company requires the use of any cultivated 
land adequate compensation will of course be paid to them. 

We trust we shall have the opportunity of meeting you (luring the cold weather 
aud discussing this and other matters of the company with you. 

We remain, &c. 

LLOYD, SCOTT, and Co., 

Managing Agents. 






[45597] No. 250. 

.Sir G. Ha retail to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received December li).) 

(No. 811.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 15, 1909. 

i LEARN from a secret source that a Russian subject of the name of Abbas Aga 
Taverdien obtained a lease of land between the Diz and Karim Rivers some six years 
ago for irrigation purposes, from the late Xizam-es-Sultaneh, then Governor of 
Arabistan. The concession extends for about 20 miles northwards from the confluence 
of the above-mentioned rivers. 

Abbas Aga Taverdien is, I hear, now endeavouring to interest Russian capital in 
the exploitation of this land. 

Although further information on this matter would hoof great interest in view of 
our connection with the Sheikh of Mohammcrabs irrigation schemes, I refrain from 
questioning M. Poklewsky, and also from making local enquiries, pending instructions 
as to how far the nature of our relations with the sheikh may be revealed to my 
Russian colleague, since inconvenient questions might arise from any enquiries on 
my part. , 

The sheikh, I am given to understand, has claims on this land; a fact which, if 
true, seems largely to effect tin* question of the form in which our assurances to him 
should he given (see my despatch No. 207 of the 9th November), but might he brought 
into conflict with Russian Government by giving our support to his claims. 


[455981 No- 251. 

sir G. Harriot/ to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received December 15.) 

(No. 812.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 15, 1909. 

SHIRAZ situation. 

His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz telegraphs ns follows:— 

“ Tim Boir Alumuli, a branch of the Kuhgelouis, have for some days held the 
Bushire road about 40 miles outside Shiraz; all communication is interrupted. 
Caravans have collected at Dastarjiu, and tribesmen threaten to raid them. 

“ As conditions for the restoration of order Soulet-ed-Dowleh at Kazeroon demands 
that the entire road in Furs should be placed under his control, that he should be given 

[1081] 2 T 










Hie governorship of several districts bojrdenng on it, unsubject to Saham-ed-Dowleli. 
To grant these demands would involve the resignation of Sahara and Karguzar, and 
renewed disturbances among Khamseh tribesmen, to refuse them the probable 
continuance of disorder on the Ispahan and 'Buslnre roads wInc-:It vy 1 )! "j! 1 ^ ‘ 
impossible for my Russian colleague to proceed to Bushiro, and postpone indehrate y 
the withdrawal of the detachment. . . , 

“There appear to be but two alternatives: the Persian (jovernment might semi 
peremptory orders to Soulet to attend at Shiraz and submit to Sahara failing which he 
will lie dismissed; or British troops from Ahwaz or Dthun might, after fcrsian 
Government has been notified as in piracy case, make a military demonstration m the 
country of lioir Alimadi in which possibly Persian troops could co-operate. 

I will telegraph further after I have seen M. Poklewskv. 


[45716] No. 252. 

.Sir G. Harciay t; Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ™tran, December 16,19U9. 

SHIRAZ situation. . , T , . , 

In continuation of my telegram No. 812 of the loth December, I have the honour 
to report that 11. Poklewski and 1 have decided not to renew our representations in 
favour of coercing Sowlet-cd-Dowleh, in view of the weakness ot the Persian 
Government. , . c 

Our action reported in my telegram No. 803 of the nth December bore no fruit. 
Persian Government who evidently fear to exasperate Sowlet are endeavouring to 
temporise with him. Under the circumstances, the course suggested by the two 
consuls does not till one with sufficient confidence to allow me to press for its adoption. 
Our representations on this occasion were therefore confined to bringing the deplorable 
condition of the Shiraz region to the notice of the Persian Government, and to urging 
that steps should be taken to remedy it without delay. 


[45473] N T »- -o-'l- 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir .-1. NicOtson. 

[W.. 1 yAi) \ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Eorciijii Office , December 111, 1909. 

PROPOSED advance to Persian Government. 

Provided that conditions are satisfactory and proper security can be obtained, the 
Government of India and the Imperial Government are prepared to. make a joint 
advance. This advance would amount to 2O0,00O(., since the Government of India do 
not wish to exceed that sum. * 

As regards the facilitation of a joint advance, Uis Majesty s Government have no 
recollection of any suggestions made in the past which would ho applicable to the 
present ease. _ , 

Would it not be possible for the Russian Bank to take over the Russian moiety of 
the advance ? 

Please refer to your telegram No. 509 of the 14th December. 


1457251 No. 254. 

Sir A. Nicoleo ii In Sir Eduard Grey.—{Deceived December 17.) 

gj,! ’ ^ SI. Petemburyh. December 13, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to reiKirt that the following official communique respecting 
the situation at Ardebil is published this morning:— 

" Immediately upon the arrival of the first echelon of the Russian column at the 
Persian town of Ardebil, which was dispatched there for the defence of the Russian 
consulate and the Russian subjects resident there, the Knradaghis and Shalisevans (who 
had previous to this taken possession of the above-named town and plundered it) 
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forthwith loft this locality and dispersed to their distant encampments. Since then 
order has been restored in Ardebil and its environs, and only on the big caravan route 
connecting the coastal town of Astara with the town of Tabreez are isolated cases of 

P,na «rutiu view of such a position of affairs, that the further preseuccin 
Ardebil of a strong detachment is no longer necessary, the Russian Government has 
decided to recall the greater part of the troops sent there, leaving within the Ardebil 
district five companies of infantry, a mountain battery, three sotmas of Cossacks, and 
a section of engineers, in order, by the help of tins force to guard the consulate and 
Russian subjects against any eventualities, and to establish free movement lor 
trading caravans along the Astara Tabreez route. Of the above-named detachments 
three companies of infautrv, the mountain battery, a sotnia of Cossacks, and tne 
section of engineers will he quartered at Ardebil, one squadron of Cossacks and a 
company of infantry will guard a portion of the above-mentioned route from Astara to 
Ardebil, and three squadrons of Cossacks and a company of infantry the road from 
Ardebil to Sarah, from which point, up to the town of Tabreez the route will be 
guarded by portions of the Tabreez detachment. ... . , 

“As regards the losses incurred by Russian subjects through the pillaging o 
Ardebil bv the nomadic tribes, responsibility for them will be laid on the bhaha 
(lovernment, which is forming detachments for an expedition against the Karadagliis 
and the Shalisevans for the purpose of collecting from thorn the losses referred to. 
Moreover, the Persian Government has been warned that if its forces do not carry out 
the task entrusted to them and Russian subjects do not receive the satisfaction due to 
them, then the Russian Government, will itself take coercive measures with reference 
to these nomads when it shall deem it expedient. 

1 have, Ac. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[45474] No. 255. 

Sir Edward Grey In Sir G. Harciay. 

(No. -100.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. h'oreiyn Office. December 17, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

I low-over small the security, it is absolutely necessary that, some should lie o tored. 
If the Russian (lovernment will contribute 200,0001., we are prepared to advance 
the same sum, but at present we cannot give more. 

If, however, the Russian Government are equally willing to arrange for a joint 
advance amounting in all lo 400,0001., we are ready to discuss conditions. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 809 of the 14 th December. 


[45465] No. 250. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G . Harciay. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 17, 1009. 

PROPOSED advance to Persian Government. 

Besides conditions on which we are already insisting, the Imperial Bank of Persia 
suggest demanding (1) the! opening of the mint to tho coinage of silver ; (2) the. resto¬ 
ration of the money misappropriated by the mint, amounting to 30,0001 ; and (3) 
payment of the interest due on the loans contracted by the bank and the Government. 
Please inform mo what you think of the above. 


L46342] No. 257. 

Sir Eduard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 323.) 

gj r> Foreign Office, December 17, 1000. 

THE Russian charge d’affaires informed me to-day that the Turkish Ambassador 
at St. Peters burgh had had a conversation with M. Isvolsky which suggested that 
Turkey might be willing to have the Turco-Persian frontier difficulty settled by 
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mediation. As a first step, Turkey apparently desired that the Persians should be 
advised to remain quiet and avoid hostilities and bloodshed. M. Tsvolsky was disposed 
to take this step, but he thought that it should be a condition that, the Turks should 
withdraw immediately from Persian territory, and should promise to withdraw from 
the disputed zone as soon as normal relations were established. M. Isvolsky wished 
to know whether I had received any communication of the same kind from the Turks. 

I said that nothing had reached me as yet, hut when a communication was 
made to me I would reply in the same manner as that intended by M. Isvolsky. 

The charge d'affaires said that as the Turks had actually occupied Persian 
territory this was a matter which concerned us both, owing to the agreement 
of 1907. 

t am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[44307] No. 25S. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Si r> Foreign Office, December 17, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
of despatches from 1 1 is Majesty’s Ambassador at St Petersburg!!* and His Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran,t relative to the question of railway construction in Persia. 

As Viscount Morley is aware, the Russian Government have not yet replied to 
the memorandum on this subject banded to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
the l ltli October, 1908, which was forwarded to your Department in draft form in 
Mr. Mallet's letter of the 10th October of that year, but, in view of the approaching 
expiration of the Russo-Persian Agreement, whereby railway construction in Persia is 
barred, and of the progress of the Bagdad line, Sir E. Grey is of opinion that that reply 
should no longer l>e awaited and the settlement of the policy to be pursued no further 
deferred. 

Lord Morley will observe that Sir G. Barclay, referring to the Foreign Office 
memorandum of" the 9th October, 1908, agrees with His Majesty's consul-general at 
Bushire, with whom he has lately conferred, in strongly opposing the construction of 
tin* proposed Juifu Mohammernh line from north to south instead of from both ends 
simultaneously, anil in considering inadmissible tin- imposition of differential rates on 
British goods on that portion of the line which will run through the Russian sphere, 
and that he is accordingly of opinion' that the execution of the project should remain in 
abeyance till satisfaction has been obtained from the Russian Government on these 
points. 

Sir G. Barclay and Major Cox are, however, in favour of earmarking without delay 
as a matter of general principle this and the other railways which would be of interest 
to His Majesty's Government, and they suggest, in this connection, that a line running 
from Bushire" to join the proposed Bunder Abbas-Shirnz-Ahwns line, after passing 
through Aliabad, should Im; added to those lines which have been already specified. 

Sir G. Barclay foresees great difficulty in inducing the Persian Assembly to grant to 
the two Powers preferential rights in respect of the lines concerned, on account of the 
strong feeling against Russia now prevailing in Persia, and he accordingly suggests that 
tlie grant should be made an indispensable condition of any advance which the two 
Governments may consent to make to the Persian Government. 

Sir E. Grey concurs in the view of Sir (». Barclay and Major Cox as to the mode of 
construction of the Julfa Mohammernh line, and ns to the undesirability, in the 
interests of British trade, in admitting the imposition of differential rates on the 
Russian portion of it, but lie considers that, as the settlement of the question is likely 
to cause difficulty and to give rise to much discussion with the Russian Government, it 
should he deferred and not allowed to delay the demand to bo made on the Persian 
Government for preferential rights to construct this and other lines. 

He also agrees that this demand should Ik,* made without delay in order to forestall 
possible demands of u similar nature by a third Power which, if granted, would react 
disastrously on British interests l>otli political and commercial, and he approves the 
addition to the list of lines to he earmarked, proposed by Sir G. Barclay and 
Major Cox. 

Finally, lie shares Sir G. Barclay's view that a suitable moment for making the 
demand would he when the Persian Government apply to the two Powers for an 

• No. Sl'J. t No. 188. 
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advance of money which, as Lord Morley is aware from Sir G. Barclay’s recent telegrams, 
there is every prospect of their doing immediately, and he agrees in believing ja le 
mere fact that such a communication has been made would have some ettect in 
discouraging the Persian Government from granting concessions of the kuu o a t nu 
Power, and possibly other Powers from asking for them. , 

Turning now to Sir A. Nicolson’s despatch, Lord Morlev wd observe that 
M. Isvolsky is especially anxious that His Majesty’s Government should not refuse to 
consider the question of joining the Russian and Indian railway systems. . 

As regards this question, Sir E. Grey fully recognises that, though this junction 
will doubtless he effected at some future date, the moment is still remote when such an 
enterprise could be carried into effect. He would, however, submit, for L°ju 0 

consideration, that the remoteness of the time when the project can l>e realised a 01 » 
no adequate reason for refusing to demand from the Persian Government at once 
the preferential right, to construct the line when it may suit His Majesty s Go vein men 
to link up the Indian railway system with those of Persia and Europe by a line trom 
Nushki to Kerman, Tehran, and Julfa. Such a demand in no way implies any obliga¬ 
tion or intention to begin the construction of the line immediately, while neglect to take 
this opportunity of making it might be punished by the grant of a similar pnvdege to 
a third Power, which might, for example, secure permission to build a line from lenran 
to the south, with branches to Seistan and elsewhere. It is clear that the construction 
in Persia of lines in which Great Britain had no part would he far more detrimental to 
British interests than their construction with the participation and under the partial 


control of His Majesty’s Government. . 

There is at the same time no fear that the Russian Government would themselves 
immediately begin the construction of the line of junction, since, as was admitted in 
M. Isvolsky’s memorandum of the 15th August, 1908, they have no funds available for 
such a purpose. , . . 

An additional reason for pressing this demand is to lie found in the obvious 
anxiety of M. Isvolsky that the question should not be treated as outside the range 
of practical politics. The concession to his Excellency’s wishes involved m admitting 
it to consideration would, as clearly appeal’s from his Excellency’s observations to 
Sir A. Nicolson, go far to reconcile him and public opinion in Russia generally to 
British participation in the construction of the Bagdad Railway which is a matter of 
the highest importance. . ... 

It is therefore in Sir E. Grey's opinion essential from a political point of view that 
this demand should he made without delay, while from a commercial standpoint there 
would appear to he no objection to the line which, if constructed, would help Indian 
trade to compete with Russian. . 

To resume, Sir E. Grey would suggest that, as a first step, the two 1 owers should, 
when the Persian Government approaches them with a request for pecuniary assistance, 
make it a condition of their consent to an advance that the preferential right us against 
other Powers t:> construct certain railways should be reserved to them, that these 
rail wavs should include one from Julfa to Mohamuierah by way ot ^lehran and one con¬ 
necting the Caucasian Railways with the Indian system by way ot lehran, Kerman, and 
Nushki, and that His Majesty’s Government, for their part, should also demand the 
right to construct lines from— 


1. Bunder Abbas to Kerman ; 

2. Bunder Alibis to Ahwuz by way of Shiraz with the option of building a port at 

Khor Musa; and , , ... ol . 

3. Bushire by way of Aliabad to some point on the Bunder Abbas-bhiraz- 
Ahwaz line. 


Ilis Majesty's and the Russian Governments would afterwards discuss at their 
leisure the details of these schemes and the terms of construction of the lines which 
would concern them in common. 

Sir E. Grey would lie glad to receive at Lord Morley’s early convenience an 
expression of his Lordship’s views on this important, question, and would at the same 
time suggest that advantages should be taken of Major Cox’s presence in London to 
nrrange that a conference should take place between members ot this Office and of your 
department to discuss the matter with the benefit of his assistance and advice. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 
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[45942] No. 259. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 18.) 

Sir, India Office , December 17, 1909. 

WITH reference to correspondence, ending with your letter of the 16th November, 
1909, as to (i proposed concession for the improvement of the communications between 
Blinder Abbas and Kerman, I am directed by the Secretary of State for India to enclose 
copy of a telegram from the Viceroy on the subject; 

It will bo seen that the Government of India, while in favour of the proposal on its 
merits, consider that it should only be contemplated if His Majesty’s Government are 
satisfied that it will not induce a corresponding movement on the part of the Russians 
towards Meshed, or precipitate the construction of the Askabad-Meshed Railway. 

Viscount Morley, ns at present advised, sees no reason to modify the views 
expressed in the last paragraph of Mr. Campbell’s letter of the 28th September, 1908, 
as to the objections, on political grounds, to the construction of the Askabad-Meshed 
line; but Sir E. Grey is in the best position to judge how far Russian activity in this 
direction is likely to be stimulated by the proposals submitted by the Indo-European 
Telegraph Company, which. Lord Morley observes, are confined for the present to a 
survey of the country between Bunder Abbas and Kerman. 

I am to suggest that a final answer to the company should be deferred pending the * 
receipt of the further communication on the subject of car-marking railway concessions 
in Persia, which it is understood will be received in due course, in continuation of 
Mr. Mallet's Secret letter of the 3rd instant. 

I am, &c. 

R. RITCHIE. 


Inclosure in No. 259. 
tiovernment of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. December 14, 1909. 

COMMUNICATIONS between Bunder Abbas and Kerman. See your despatch 
of the 29th October, 1909. 

It is very desirable, in our opinion, that communications 1x4ween the two places, 
yi& Minab and Regan, should bo improved. It would, however, lx? Unprofitable to make 
mere caravan road along this route, and caravans would not use it. Cart road on a 
milway alignment, which, when required, might he converted into a railway, would bo 
the lx*st arrangement. We consider that telegraph line should follow the road. Right 
to police road in some form would presumably be included in the concession, if obtained, 
permission Using given to the concessionnaires either themselves to raise a limited 
number of police, or to subsidise local khans. 

Government of India held views similar to foregoing in 1904, when they had under 
consideration whole question of communications in Persia ; hut we hold now, no less 
strongly than we did then, that wo could only contemplate this proposal, desirable as it 
undoubtedly is. provided His Majesty’s Government are satisfied that a corresponding 
movement, towards Meshed on the part of the Russians will not lx* the consequence. 
Please refer to last paragraph of Foreign Office memorandum of the 14th October, 1908, 
and Russian aide-memoire of the 2nd (15th) August, 1908. We consider that it would 
Ixi expedient to postpone construction of proposed road from Bunder Abbas if it is 
likely to precipitate construction of line from Askabad to Meshed. 


[45931] No. 2C0. 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—{Received December 18.) 

Winchester House , Old Broad Street , London, 
{Sir, December 17, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
communicating to mo a telegram received by the India Office in connection with the 
proposed survey of a part of South-Western Persia. 

I know that Mr. Scott was a very able and distinguished officer of the survey 
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department, but I had hoped to secure the services of a very much younger man. I 
presume, however, from the fact that the Government of India has suggested our 
engaging a retired officer, that no suitable officer on the active list is available. In 
these circumstances I hope you will allow us, before proceeding to consider the 
engagement of Mr. Scott, to ask whether Mr. G. P. Tate, who knows Persia, and 
who is, I understand, at the present moment retiring from the Indian Survey, would 
take on this company’s work at once at a salary of 800 rupees per month. He would 
need to bring with him from India a small establishment whose cost would be 
defrayed. My company would also pay the travelling expenses of the party to and 
from the country to be surveyed, and would provide tents and carriage for the party 
while there. The survey at present required is triangulation only, and, in accordance 
with the last paragraph of your letter now under reply, we have decided to abandon 
the idea of a scale of 6 inches to the mile and to adopt a scale of either I inch or 
2 inches to the mile as may be settled on the spot between our representative in 
Persia and Mr. Tate, if we are able to secure Mr. Tate’s sorvices. Inasmuch as the 
cold weather is already well advanced, as the Christmas and New Year holidays in 
India arc imminent, and as it is very important that as much of the triangulation 
measurements as possible should be completed during this cold weather, I shall esteem 
it a very great favour if you can cause a telegram to the above effect to be sent to 
India as quickly as possible. 

I am, &c. 

E. W. WALLACE, 

Vice-Chairman. 
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[45952] No. 201. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 19.) 

(No 814.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 19, 1909. 

A GENTLEMAN named Mr. Maurice Blafce, son of Sir Henry Blake, whom the 
Duchess of St. Albans introduced to Sir C. Spring-Rice, has arrived Jit Tehran. The 
object of his coming is to try to obtain the rights of the Persian Government in 
the d’Arcy oil concession which articles 1 and 10 of the said concession accord to it. 
lie is prepared to pay, on behalf of a certain British financier whose name remains 
undisclosed up to the present, 80,000b ready money for the acquisition of these rights, 
and the financier undertakes that the interest he will thus acquire shall remain in 
British possession. 

I have informed Mr. Blake that unless instructions are forthcoming, I can lend 
him no help. 

That the Persian Government should lose its share in a concern which depends so 
very largely on its interest and goodwill is a thing which, in the interest of the 
company, is to be deprecated ; and moreover, any transaction which would momentarily 
obviate the Persian Government’s necessity of having recourse to the British and 
Russian Governments for financial help, I should welcome with very mixed feelings. 

But again, in the event of the present applicant failing in this transaction, the 
Persian Government may well sell their share anil interest to a foreigner, and the very 
eagerness which Mr. Blake hag shewn may well lead the Persian Government to expect 
applications in the same senso from elsewhere. 

To show favour to one British subject in a transaction, to the detriment of 
another would presumably arouse objections, but in the present case the political side 
of the question must not he lost sight of. 

In view of the above considerations I am in some doubt as to my attitude, and I 
request your early instructions as to the course of conduct which I should pursue. 

Any moment may see Mr. Blake opening the negotiations. 


[45953] No. 262. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edtcard Grey.—{Received December It).) 

(No. 815.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 19, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. Foreign Office telegram No. 500 of the 
17th December, 1909. 
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I am given to understand that the minting contract is about to be settled in a 
manner satisfactory to the Imperial Bank of Persia. I hope in time to be able to 
arrange the other points independently of the joint loan, the conditions for which, in 
so far as the Russian Government will admit, I should like to see restricted to such as 
arc adapted to bring about a speedy strengthening of the Persian Government, 
whereby the joint interests of the two Powers will, I believe, benefit. With regard 
to the condition dealing with the earmarking of railways (see my telegram No. 800 of 
the 2nd December); I think that its importance justifies an exception being made 
in this case. 

In the circumstances, I think the demands of the bank should be omitted. 
Manager quite acquiesces step, and, indeed, I do not see that the bank has more 
reasou than many other British creditors to look to this Government advance for a 
settlement of their claims. 


[460061 No. 203. 

Sir G. Barclay to Si • Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. 208.) 

^* r » r ^ Tehran , November 10,1909 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 165 of the 31st August last respecting 
the repairs to the Godnr Bridge on the Ahwaz-Tspahan road, I have the honour 
to report that I have learned from Messrs. Lynch’s Tehran agent that Sardar 
Muhtaaheiu and Sardar Bahadur, on behalf of flu* Bakhtiari khans, who are partners 
in the road, have agreed to the inspection of the bridge by Messrs. Lynch’s engineer at 
the cost estimated by Messrs, Lynch, viz., 5,738*00 krans.’ 

Mr. Sot ham, Messrs. Lynch’s engineer, has been dispatched to execute this work. 

1 have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[460091 


No. 2GI. 


Sir G. liarelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(IIreeked December 20.) 

(No. 211. ' 

k> r * t 'lebran, November 21, 1909 

AS I lmd the honour to rejiort in my telegram No. 780 of the loth instant, the 
Persian Parliament, was officially opened on that day by IIis Majesty the Shah. 

The diplomatic body having received invitations to attend in uniform, I was 
present at the ceremony with my colleagues and our respective staffs. 

His Majesty stood on a raised platform with the Regent on his right and the 
\ alialid «>n his left, while behind wore the clergy, including Sevyiil Abdullah, the 
notorious Mujtehid, who t->ok so prominent a part in the Nationafist movement two 
years ago and has recently returned from exile. 

The proceedings were marked by conspicuous and unusual gm>d order. The Speech 
from the I krone, ot which I have the honour to inclose a translation herewith, was 
read by the Prime Minister, Sipahdar-i-Aznm, and the Shah having withdrawn, the 
ceremony ended. 

I he number of deputies present was just over the necessary quorum of sixty-one, 
the most prominent of whom are the following :— 


Tehran 


Azerbaijan ... 


Sani-ed-Dowleh. 

Vosou k-ed-Do wleli. 

Haji Seyyid Nusrulluh. 
Zoka-ul-Mulk. 

Sadik llesret. 
Motamin-ul-Mulk. 

Hussein Kuli Khan, Nawah. 
Prince Assudullah Mirza. 
Wahid-uUMulk. 

Taki Zuda. 

Hakim-ubMulk. 

Mustashar-ed-Dowloh. 

Haji Mirza Reza Khan. 
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Ispahan 

Astrnbad 

Ghilan 

Irak ... 
Kazvin 
Fare 


Mirza Ibrahim Khan. 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

Dr. Ismail Khan. 

Moazed-es-Snltaneh. 

Momtaz-ed-Dowleh. 

Fahim-ul-Mulk.* 

Amid-ul-Hokema. 


In order to verify the mandates of the deputies, a provisional president, 
Motamin-ul-Mulk, and two vice-presidents, were elected on the 16th instant. The 
result of the examination of mandates was the rejection of five candidates, who, it 
was found, had not been elected strictly in accordance with the provisions ot the 
Electoral Law. 

On the 20th instant a permanent president and other officials were elected, the 
result being as follows:— 

President. —Mustashar-ed-Dowleh. 

First Vice-President .—Haji Seyyid Nasrullah. 

Second Vice-President. —Momtaz-ed-Dowleh. 

The new president was a very prominent member of the first Medjliss and is 
a Tabreez deputy, lie was arrested by order of Mohammad Ali, the ex-Shah, on the 
occasion of the coup d' filat of June 1908 and only released a year later. He is possessed 
of considerable influence among the Nationalists, and, so far as can be judged, is imbued 
with moderate views and is not likely to allow the Medjliss to embark on a policy of 
sweeping changes, which is supposed to be advocated by the more violent section ot the 
party led by Taki Zada, of winch Ilussein Kuli Khan, Nawah, is a prominent adherent. 
It is therefore hoped that, for the present at any rate, the conflict between the Assembly 
and the military lenders, SerdarAssad and Sipahdar, will he averted, and that a vote of 
confidence in the Cabinet will be given. 

So far, it will lx* observed, the Assembly has been occupied in dealing with 
formalities relating to its own internal affaire, and beyond the reading of a few 
congratulatory telegrams—including messages from the President of’ the United States 
and the French President, from the Austrian, Belgian, and French Governments, and 
communicating telegrams from Astara respecting the situation at Ardebil—no public 
business has yet been transacted. 

Ir is as yet too early to pronounce on the merits of the new Medjliss, hut it can, at 
any rate, he said, with a certain amount of confidence, that it promises to be less 
inefficient than its predecessor. 

A feature, as far as one can judge from the deputies who have so far arrived at the 
capital, is the eclipse of Clericalism. In the first Medjliss, under the system of class 
election, the clerical element was preponderant, hut this has apparently now been 
reversed. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosurc in No. 20J. 

Speech of Shah /torn the Throne at the Openituj of Parliament, November 15, 1909. 
(Translation.) 

IN the name of God, the bestower of freedom, and by the hidden support of the 
twelfth Imam, the National Assembly is opened with glory and good fortune. 

Persia, for centuries, and particularly in later times, had remained silent and 
tranquil, hut at last, in view of advancement of thought and intelligence, the people 
entered the phase of agitation, and in the course of three years the crisis was reached, 
after having gone through the first stages which all nations must traverse for their 
improvement. God lx* praised that the end was fortunate, and we to-day see with the 
greatest pleasure and satisfaction the opening of our first Parliament m the present 
reign, brought about by the untiring energy of the people themselves and the sympathy 
and help of Persia’s well-wishers. 

We hope that our deputies will continue to show that energy and devotion which 
have brought about this happiness ami that they will carry out their sacred duties with 
full care ami minuteness. My Government also will do their utmost to maintain security 
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and order in the realm and to foster its progress. I am also very pleased that the new 
Government, which; aims at progress, is appreciated by the people and has brought about 
security and peace to all. Minor disturbances, which have occurred in certain parts 
owing to the action of certain rebels who ore in fear on account of their misdeeds, are 
being dealt with by my Government and there is every hope of their speedy cessation. 

We are exceedingly happy that our friendly relations with foreign Powers are 
maintained and are also very pleaded to see their sympathy towards the progress of the 
new order of things, and we hope for the permanence of these sentiments in the 
future. 

We sincerely trust that, in view of the friendly discussions which are in progress, 
and of the good results which are apparent therefrom, the sorrow and sadness which is 
dominant in the minds of the public owing to the presence of foreign troops in Persian 
territory, will shortly lie removed. 

In order to begin reforms and to organise the Government, the deputies and 
Ministers must first give their greatest attention to the work of gradually reforming the 
various departments on the model of those of civilised Powers, and particularly to the 
urgent work of reform in the finances of the Suite, of improvement in the police adminis¬ 
tration and the protection and security of the high roads. They will work in accordance 
with a detailed programme which my Cabinet will present to them for the immediate 
and ui-gent reforms necessary, and they will do this with the utmost possible expedition ; 
and our sincerest desire and the wish of the people, which is that the necessary measures 
for the happiness of the nation and the strengthening of the constitution, which is in 
accordance with the soul of Islam, will he carried out. 

We pray to God for the success of the people’s deputies and hope for the increase 
of glory, independence, and happiness of the people. 


[46010) No. 205. 

Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey. — (Received December 20.) 

(No. 212.) 

Sir, Tehran, November 29, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from His Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez respecting the recent 
movement of rebellious tribes at Ardebil and the rumours which nave been current 
regarding the action of the Russian authorities. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 205. 

Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 35.) 

Sir, Tabreez , November 14, 1009. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 194 of the 12th ultimo, I have the honour to 
enclose herewith translations of the two telegrams sent by Rahim Khan and the 
Kanulagh and Shahsevan chiefs to my Russian colleague for transmission respectively 
to the ex-Shah and to the two Bukhtiuri chiefs Amir Muiaklmm and Sardar-i-Jang. 

As 1 have already re|verted fully by telegraph, I will not trouble you with a 
repetition of the events which led up to the capture and sack of Ardebil by the rebels. 
On the arrival of the Russian troops, tin- rebels put up a certain GhaiVar Klmn as 
governor and retired outside the town to the camp, formerly prepared by Battar Khan. 
The Shahsevans are now negotiating with Reshid-ul-Mulk, and perhaps the display of 
force made by the governor-general and the approach of winter may conduce to effect 
an agreement. At Sarah, where Sanmd Khan and Bagher Khan now are, there appear 
to bo about 3,000 men under the supreme command of Reshid-ul-Mulk. A detachment 
is at Astaru and another detachment has fortified the Resht road in Khalkhal. This 
last detachment has already had a skirmish with the Shalisevans, whom they are 
reported to have repulsed with bombs in the time*honoured revolutionary manner. If 
peace is made and the rebels retire, Reshid-ul-Mulk will proceed as governor to 
Ardebil. 

In the opinion of almost every Persian and unofficial European hero, the rebels 
were instigated by the Russians. As is usual in such cases, no definite proof is 
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forthcoming to support the accusation, which may be unfounded. It must, however, l>e 
confessed that the Russians have been imprudent or unfortunate in coincidences. Until 
September Zergliam and other Karadagh chiefs, with whom the local authorities had 
been in negotiation, had shown a disposition to co-operate with the Government against 
Rahim Khan. After the Russian expedition to Karadagh they made a complete 
volte-face, and threw in their lot with Rahim Khan. To make the coincidence still 
more unfortunate, the Russians attacked and apparently killed Ali Khan, who 
happened to be the most dangerous opponent of Rahim Kahn among the Karadagh chiefs. 
Moreover, Mr. Miller himself afterwards confessed that the charges of pillage, &c., made 
by the Meshapar villagers against Ali Khan were for the most part untrue. At the 
time of the expedition, 1 pointed out to Mr. Miller, as reported in my telegram No. 182 
of the 21st August last, that native suspicions would inevitably he aroused. During all 
this time Mr. Miller was in continuous correspondence with Rahim Khan, an avowed 
rebel against the established authorities. Of course this correspondence may have 
merely consisted in an exchange of courtesies lietween the local representative of the 
Russian Government and the savage outlaw, whose cruelty and extortions have 
rendered him an object of general hatred. Still, the mistrust of the local authorities, 
who were fully aware of this correspondence, is perhaps not surprising. Again, after 
Rahim Khan and his allies had openly proclaimed their intention of revolt against the 
new regime, Mr. Miller very unwisely sent his consulate doctor to Ahar to treat Rahim 
Khan for paralysis of the face. Two days after the departure of the doctor from Ahar 
Rahim Klmn marched on Ardebil. 

In any case, it is difficult to believe that the Russians, as Mr. Miller assured me, 
used their influence to restrain Rahim Klmn. However, with or without encourage¬ 
ment from outside, 1 think that this revolt was inevitable, although perhaps Rahim 
Khan, hut for the general impression that the Russians were behind him, would not 
have been able to win over the other khans of Karadagh. As regards the Shahsevans, 
Sat tar Khan and the Anjumnn at Ardebil are mainly responsible for their revolt. Some 
of the Shahsevnn chiefs came into Ardebil, and made submission to the new regime. 
Sattar, in one of his frequent periods of drunkenness, grossly insulted the chiefs, who 
of course would not brook such treatment from a man whom they despise as a plebeian. 
Moreover, Sattar and the Anjuman plotted to imprison the chiefs, in spite of their safe- 
conduct, in order to recover the merchandise robbed during the last six months by the 
Shalisevans. The chiefs, irritated and alarmed, finally left the city, and threw in their 
lot with Rahim Khan. 

Sattar Klmn began well at Ardebil by suppressing the feduis (nmnv of whom out 
of revenge joined the Shahsevans), but his drunkenness finally brought him to grief. 
He appears to have escaped from Ardebil through the connivance of one of the Shah- 
sevan chiefs. He lias been thoroughly disredited by his conduct there, and is now on 
very bad terms with the local authorities and Bagher Klmn, whom he accuses of having 
tried to get him into a death-trap at Ardebil, Even among the revolutionary elements 
there is now a party desirous ot getting rid of Sattar. The governor-general confessed 
to me that Sattar is quite impossible. When sober, he is not without sympathetic 
qualities, but his drunkenness, which has become more frequent, renders him quite 
unreliable. Mukhbcr-es-Sultuneh wishes to send him to Tehran. If Sattar refuses to 
go, the governor-general will have to use force, in which event there might he a fight, 
involving the danger of an intervention of the Russian troops. In view of the popular 
bitterness against Russia since the outbreak of the rebellion in Eastern Azerbaijan, such 
intervention would greatly weaken the governor’s credit. It is the fear of such compli¬ 
cations which deters Mukhbor-es-Saltaueh from proceeding at once against Sattar. 
Moreover, Mulmmmed Klmn Amir Tooman, commander of the Persian Cossacks, is of 
the opinion that the troops at the Governor’s disposal are not sufficient to enable a 
to up de main against Sattar. IIo says that the Inanloo horsemen are absolutely use¬ 
less, so that, at the present moment, the governor can only rely on his 100 cossacks. 

The Persian Government must make a big effort if’ they wish to save Azerbaijan. 
After three months’ long delay, 200 Cossacks and 200 useless Inanloo horsemen struggle 
into Tabreez. It is hopeless to’ expect the governor-general to govern the most 
turbulent province of Persia with such a force. Azerbaijan contains probably the best 
fighting tribesmen of Persia, and its security is also endangered by the feduis, who 
exist here in greater numbers than anywhere else. Besides these two dangers, there is 
always a certain amount of unrest caused by Turkish and Russian influences. Under 
such circumstances the problem before the governor of Azerbaijan is probably more 
difficult than that confronting any other provincial governor. The severity of the 
Azerbaijan winter may keep the unruly elements quiet for the next few months ; but 
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unless an efficient force, sent from outside and containing no fedais, is organised during 
this breathing space, the spring may witness a general outbreak of disorders throughout 
the province. 

I have, &c. 

W. A. SMART. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 205. 

Telegram addressed to ex-Shah (vid the Russian Consul-General ) by Rahim Khan and 
various Chiefs. 

FOR some time these constitutionalists have created disorders, murdered and 
plundered. Firstly, how many of tla- notables and seyyids of Tabreez have they not 
killed and plundered their houses ! Also at Ardebil they have killed several notables 
and seyyids, and carried off all their property. And in Tehran they have killed several 
notables and mujtehids, who are the representatives of the Imam. Having united 
with Georgians ami Armenians, they have killed our ulema and seyyids. If they had 
any religion, what fault had the ulema and seyyids in their eyes? Their whole 
thought is to ruin us anti to annihilate the Mahommednn religion and our honour, 
Therefore, more than 2,000,000 people, and all the khans of Karadagh, and all the 
l>egzadehs and chiefs of the Kujubeglu, and the kathodes of the Shahsevan tribe, have 
unanimously agreed to start for Ardebil on the 14th of Ramazan, and as long as we live 
we will not allow any one to mention anywhere the word “constitution.” We do not 
grudge any service for your Majesty, and we offer our lives and property as a sacrifice 
to your Majesty. 

The al»ove is for the information of your Imperial Majesty. 

(Signatures of Rahim Ivlmn and nine Karadagh 
and Shahsevan Chiefs.) 


Inclosure 3 in Xo. 205. 

7 elegram addressed to Amir Mufakham and Serdar-i-Jang (vid the Russian Consul-General) 
by Rahim Khan and various Chiefs. 

FUR some time past these Constitutionalists have created disorders, murdered, and 
plundered. How many ulema and seyyids of Tabreez and other places have they' not 
killed. From the beginning their intention has not been constitutionalism, but rather 
the destruction of the religion of Mahomet. Therefore, all the khans and chiefs of 
Karadagh. and the khans, liegzadehs, and kathodas of the Shahsevnus, having 
assembled, have agreed to start for Ardebil on the 14th of Ramazan, in order to destroy 
the constitutionalists there. 'Hence we will march on Tehran. Having marched straight 
there, as long as we have life, we will not allow the name of constitutionalism to exist 
in Persia, 

The above is for your information. 

(Signatures of Rahim Klmn and nine Karadagh 
and Shahsevan Chiefs.) 


[46011] No. 266. 

G. Barclay to Sir Edirurd Grey.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. 213.) 

Sir, Tehran, November 30, 1900. 

IN mv despatch No. 201 of the 30th ultimo 1 reported that it was generally 
believed that when the Medjliss met a determined attack would he made on the 
Ministry hy the advanced Nationalists. That this opinion has not proved correct is 
due to the counsels of moderation of Nusr-ul-Mulk, who since his return has used all his 
powerful influence to persuade the advanced Nationalists not to upset the present Cabinet. 
He tells me that on his arrival lie was urged to accept the post of Regent, but that be 
bad refused in the conviction that he could do more useful work for the moment it he 
held no office and confined himself to giving disinterested advice. He has urged on 
the advanced Nationalists tin* services rendered to the constitutional cause by 
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Sipalidar and Sardar Assad, Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior, the two 
members of the Cabinet against whom complaints wero especially directed, and has most 
strongly deprecated any attack on them at this moment. His counsels have prevailed 
so far. The two Ministers had, on the meeting of the Medjliss, tendered their resigna¬ 
tion. The Regent refused to accept it, and his action has now received the express 
approval of the Assembly. Azad-ul-Mulk has also been confirmed in his post as Regent, 
so that the provisional administration has received what is tantamount to a vote of 
confidence. . , , . , , 

No progress lias been made in the negotiations between the two banks ana the 
Government for the joint advance of 400,000 tomans against the Crown jewels, no 
reply having yet been returned by the Persian Government to the proposals of the two 
banks. . . 

It would not be perhaps entirely a matter for regret if these negotiations came to 
nothing, for doles of this kind merely' enable the Government to continue a hand-to- 
mouth existence. Now that the Medjliss has met, the sooner it pockets its pride and 
authorises the Government to apply' to the two legations for a substantial advance the 
better it will he in Persia’s interest. Indeed, it is, I think, very unfortunate that the 
Persian Government should during the past four months have shirked the responsi¬ 
bility of taking this step hy themselves. Much precious time has been wasted. The 
negotiations which must ensue before an advance can be made must occupy a 
considerable time, and the position to-day would he more hopeful if these negotiations 
were well advanced. Fortunately for the new Government there has been relative 
tranquillity in the country since shortly after the revolution, hut there are not wanting 
signs that this will prove to have been merely a temporary lull. The main southern 
ro"ite—the Biistiire-Ispahan road—is ugain reported practically closed, the section 
between Shiraz and Kazerun, on which the Russian consul-general at Bushire was 
recently attacked, and the stages immediately south of Ispahan, where the road is 
completely blocked hy the Kuhgeluis, being especially disturbed. Disturbances are 
again threatening at Shiraz, where the governor-general, able man though he is, is 
finding "rent difficultv in maintaining his authority with the small force at his disposal. 

TT-. a r r. . •.1- .. ‘ . 1 + Wore oo -rJfi.v.l onrl nmM flint t.Vltt 


intervention. Tribal conflicts, for which the Kalhurs appear to he responsible, are 
reported from the neighbourhood of Kermanshah. From Kerman news comes that the 
Narnmshir district is threatened with raids from Baluchis. At Zenjan, where trouble 
has been brewing for some time, fomented hy a reactionary mullah, there lias been 
lighting between the mullah’s following and the Government troops, who were on their 
way* to Ardebil. Fortunately the latter were entirely successful, the mullah and his 
leading supporters being captured, hut notwithstanding this success, and despite the 
deliverance of Ardebil by the arrival of Russian troops, the general situation is, I 
think, decidedly less hopeful than four weeks ago. Unfortunately the Cabinet’s 
programme for submission to the Mec\jliss, which is believed to contain a proposal 
to apply to the two Governments for a loan, has not yet been placed before the 
Assembly. Every' day which passes without some really substantial financial assistance 
to the Government is likely to bring us nearer to a state of things where the 
intervention of the two Powers on a large scale may ho inevitable. 

The most crying needs for the present are the institution of an efficient gendar¬ 
merie and the reorganisation of the financial administration. Both are essential before 
the revenue can again be properly collected and can ho properly used, and it is probable 
that neither will lie practicable without a liberul introduction of the foreign element. 
The two Governments will no doubt wish to make this condition a sine gud non of 
Anglo-Russian financial assistance, though, having regard to the probable consequences 
of a continuance »f Persia’s present hand-to-mouth administration, L am not sure that, 
in the event of such a demand proving an insuperable obstacle to an advance, the two 
Governments would not find it letter economy in the end to waive it, giving the Persian 
Government money and letting them do the best they can with it themselves. They 
would probably fall to effect any permanent improvement in the administration, hut 
there would be an olfchauce of success which it might he worth taking sooner than 
leave the Government without funds. Nasr-ul-Mulk seems to realise that the 
co-operation of Europeans is needed, but I have no certainty as to the feeling of the 
Medjliss, which has not yet shown its hand. Probably it would he willing to invite 
French assistance for the financial administration, hut the gendarmerie is the great 
difficulty. The Russian Government has made it known that it is opposed to the ernploy- 
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ment of foreign officers of any nationality not approved by it, and I gather from my 
Russian colleague that, except for the districts where we have special interests, his 
Government is not inclined to allow the employment of any military officers but 
Russians. This would lie a pill which I fear the Persian Government might find 
impossible to swallow, and it was because of this, and in order to give Russia less handle 
for demanding the employment of ber officers in the north, that m our scheme tor the 
protection of the main southern route Major Cox and I recommended the employment 
of British civilians rather than military officers. It is more than possible that the 
Persian Government could bo brought to employ foreign officers in any gendarmerie 
force that may lie instituted, but if Russia insistB on these being Russians, and this is 
made one of the conditions of an advance, I should have little hope of the 1 ersmn 
Government’s accepting Anglo-Russian financial help. It would. 1 think, prefer, it it 
can get help from no other quarter, to attempt to carry on in the present hand-to-mouth 
fashion, which can obly lead sooner or later to a stuto of things admitting ot no solution 
but intervention on a large scale. 

I have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


[46012] No - 2C7 ' 

Sir G. liarcfoy lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 

(>io. _11.) Tehran, December 3, 1909. 

’ WITH reference to my telegram No. 704 of the 29th November, I have the honour 
to transmit copy of an interesting despatch from His Majesty’s acting consul at Shiraz, 
which has reached me too late to ho embodied in the monthly summary, aud indeed 
from its importance seems to call for a separate coverer. 

I have read parts of this despatch to the Minister for Foreign Allairs, and I have 
urged both upon his Highness and upon tlm Minister ol the Interior tho necessity ot 
giving all possible support to Saliam-ed-Dowleh, the capable Governor-General oi ears. 
In its present almost penniless.condition it seems doubtful whether the Govei nment v ill 
ho able to give him adequate support, but they are sending him a regiment and have 
promised to authorise him to raise local levies. 

1 have, &c. 

G. BARCLAY. 


Iiiclosurc in No. 267. 

Summary of Events in Shiraz for week endiny November 17, 1909. 

THE question of the future of Pars has now come to a head. Repeated road 
robberies on both sides of Shiraz, with constant local intrigue against him, have 
convinced the governor that without more force he is helpless, and had better resign 
while lie has still some prestige left. It appears that lie has for Borne time been coming 
to ibis conclusion, but the matter wan brought to a bead by a violent quarrel 
between him and Sheikh-ul-Mulk, the newly arrived head of the judicial department. 
It appears that l>o sent for Sheikh-ul-Mulk on business, and that the latter refused to 
come! saying lie was the governor's equal, and violently abusing one of the governor s 
messengers. Eventually be went to see Saliain-ed-Dowleli, and claimed independence 
of the executive and equality of himself with the governor. I lie latter indignantly 
denying this, they had a sharp quarrel, and Sheikh-ul-Mulk left the palace in a towering 
passion, declaring publicly that he cared for nobody. The governor then telegnipbed 
to Tehran that either he or Shoikh-ul-Mulk must leave Shiraz at once. Slieikh-ul-Mulk 
subsequently apologised, but the governor refused, saying the matter was in the hands 
of the Tehran authorities. An inexplicable delay ensued, the governor remaining more 
than forty-eight hours without an answer, which still further depressed him. On the 
17th he telegraphed that, apart from the Slioikh-ul-Mulk allair, he could not consent to 
remain in office unless the central Government would either provide him with troops 
or allow him to devote the whole revenue of Fare to enlisting troops himself. 

Tho whole future of Fare, and indeed of Southern Persia, is at stake on this 
question. It is quite impossible to hope for greater, or indeed the same, success in main¬ 
taining order for any successor of Saharu-ed-Dowleb, and if lie resigns there is a 
prospect of continued and hopeless disorder, the end ol which it is impossible to 
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foresee. On the other hand, it seems unlikely that the necessitous Persian Government 
will agree to hand over the revenues of Fare for the exclusive use of the Fare Govern¬ 
ment. 0 The juncture is one of extreme interest. In the case of most Persians, some 
compromise would be arrived at to save the face ot all parties, but Saham-ed-Dowleh is 
not an ordinary Persian, and it does not seem likely that ho will content himself with 
less than his full demands. As Muvakkar-ed-Dowleh pithily put it: “ It is impossible 
to continue this show with an empty hand.” # 

A finished farce took place oh the 15th, when the opening of the Medjliss was 
celebrated bv fireworks, at which the British and Russian consuls attended. The newly 
elected members of the Medjliss-i-Ayalati were received by the governor-general with 
extreme politeness, and a speech was read celebrating the absolute unity of all classes in 
Persia, and ending with acclamations for the Parliament, the law (“ kanun ’) and the 
Shariat. Considering that the majority of those present on the platform are well known 
to be engaged in active intrigues against the governor, the effect of the whole gathering 
was rather bitterly humorous. 

The departure of the detachment, which had lxjen fixed for the 14th, was delayed 
in view of the precarious position of the governor. On the 15th His Majesty’s consul 
replied to a request for an interview from Haji All Agha, u member ol the Medjliss-i- 
Ayalati, and one of the leaders of the cabal against the governor, that he was sorry 
that he could not fix any time, as he was intending to leave for Bushire as soon as he 
could be satisfied that tiie province was safe in the strong hands of Saham-ed-Dowleh 
and that the intrigues against him had been unsuccessful. ... 

Soulet-ed-Dowleh lias gone past Cheimr Rahdur without paying any British claims 
according to his promise, lie has sent lavish promises, and declares that he is investi¬ 
gating the various claims. It is to be feared that nothing is to he hoped from him. 
His object seems to lie to avoid all acts of severity within the tribe in order to 1 k> sure 
of their support in the event of the governor’s failure to maintain his position. In any 
case he has lost all claims to be considered a friend of Great Britain. 

The roads are going from had to worse. The jiost from Bushire was robbed near 
Kazerun, two parcels belonging to His Majesty’s consul being carried off, apparently 
by Kashgais. 

The post from Tehran was robbed near Yezdikhast, and a caravan of seventy mules, 
accompanied by Arbab Rustam, was carried off near Khaneh Kirghan. The Arbab 
came on almost alone. 

On the 16th a similar robbery was reported from the Sineh Safid pass, near 
Dastarjin, the robbers in both cases being Kuhgolu; but it is inconceivable they acted 
without Kashgui connivance. 

Mr. Livingstone’s claim for burglary (vide Shiraz news for the 12th May, 1909) was 
paid by Ata-ed-Dowleh, the then begler beggi, after the governor had had Ccssacks 
sitting in his house for more than twenty-four hours. 

M. Passek, Russian consul-general, arrived on the 15th. Mansur-es-Saltaneh, 
Arab, has been appointed Governor of Dashti and Doshtistan. He was to have 
accompanied Mr. Bill as far as Borasjun, hut his departure is now dependent, like 
everything else, on the fate of the governor. 

Maximum temperature in sun 103 degrees on the 14th instant. 

Maximum temperature in shade 88 degrees on the 14th instant. 

Minimum temperature at 5 a.m. 34 degrees on the 15th and 16th instant. 

J. H. BILL, 

His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul , Shiraz. 


[46014] No. 268. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edwartl Grey.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. 210.) 

Tehran, December 3, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the past four weeks. 

1 have, &e. 

G. BARCLAY. 
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Inclosure in No. 268. 

No. 12.— Monthly Summary of Events in Persia for four weeks ending December 3, 1909_ 


Tehran. 

THE King's birthday was celebrated in the usual manner on the 9th instant 
when representatives of His Majesty the Shah and the Foreign Office bearing con¬ 
gratulatory messages were received bv His Majesty’s Minister, who in the evening gave 
a dinner to the Gahinct Ministers and principal members of the English colony. b 

“■ ^ ex-J rime Minister, Mushir-es-Sultaneh, and others who were in “ bast" at 
tile lurkish Embassy have left their place of refuge and have paid varying sums to the 
Government, by winch means they have apparently avoided molestation for their oust 
reactionary activity. 1 

3. Hajji Mohammed Ismail, the ex-mint master, who was guilty of defalcations in 
connect,..n with Ins mint contract with the Imperial Bank to the extent of 30 000/ 
still enjoys the hospitality of the Russian Legation, and no progress is being made 
towards a settlement ol his affairs. The same remarks apply to the cnse'of the 
cx-hnabs uncle. Kamran Muza (Naib-cs-Sultaneh), who similarly enjoys Russian 
protection, and IS being prosecuted by the Persian Government on a charge of having 
iinsappropriated Grown jewels—a charge which has every appearance of being well 
loimiled. I here are , wo ol the most flagrant eases of the grant of Russian protection to 

em subjects—-a crying abuse which it is to lx- hoped will cease now that M. Poklewskv 

has succeeded M. Hartwig. • 

4. The Press-.— The newspapers continue to publish daily articles directed against 
Russia and to protest against, the continued i>rcseuce of Russian troops in Persian 

relxbTSd. 1 . k'l u l,e ^i ,0, r a s 'u'fb- ■■‘•Foduced a photograph showing the notorious 
icIkI Rabun Khan band-iu-haud with the Russian vice-consul at Ardebil This was of 
course intended to prove to the public that Rahim Khan’s aotivitv at Ardebil was 
countenanced, if not actually encouraged, by the Russian Government, an opinion which 
ik generally held here. 1 

а. (,'aptain l’etzel, attache to the German Legation, died on the 25th instant, after 
a very short illness, from small-pox. 

б. Colonel Prince Vadbolsky, Chief of the .Stall' of the cavalry division of the 
Caucasus, arrived at leliran on the 23rd instant to take coannand of the Persian 
Cossack Brigade in succession to Colonel Liakhoff. 

,, n " N " l! ! ,n " 1 Assembly.—As reported in a separate despatch (No. 211) the 
Med,has was officially opened by the Shah on the 15th November. The corps diplomatique 
attended the ceremony in uniform. The speech from the throne was read bv Sinuhdar- 
i-Aazam, the Minister of War. J 1 

The first three days were occupied in verifying the mandates of the deputies under 
he provisional presidency of Motamm-ul-Mulk. On the 20th November Mustashar-ed- 
1 owfeh was elected president, while Haji Seyyid Nasrullab and Momtaz-ed-Dowleb were 
chosen as vice-presidents On the 22nd the deputies took the oath prescribed by the 
constitution, and on the following day Azad-ul-Mulk was confirmed as* regent by a vote 
of the majority On the 24th the sitting was devoted to the expression of gratitude on 
the p.ut of lie I ersiau people for all that has been done in the cause of their freedom 
by tlioir well-wishers, including Lord Lamingtoa, Professor E. Browne, and Mr. 11. B. 
Lvneb, M.I., of whose sympathy and support Taki Zndeli spoke in the highest terms. 
} arioiis messages of congratulation 'verb also read from all parts of the country and 
Gov riiimu'its In ° ,U 11,8 co "S r “ U,lnt "0’ "'esaages from the French, Belgian, and Austrian 

On the 25th the Regent, Azad-ul-Mulk, took the oath of allegiance to the 

foch d I! ' s‘ vv! l | 8| V?i n IM tl "'i" 1 1 1 "i ‘) Ic<l |' llRS of the principal mujtehods, 

including bevy id Abdullah, who had lately returned from exile. 

, ,| ■ iS 611 ’ "r 1 ?! 1 ."” 1 t' 11 'House of the resignation of Siuahdiir and Surdnr Assad 

loin then offices „f Ministers ol War and the Interior respectively, but added that he 
had refused to accept their withdrawal. Their letters to tin- Regent, foiinallv 

th "‘ '" a ‘ 1> 'V si,,ent proposed that the House 

slioulil coutiim the Regent s decision not to accept the resignations of the two chiefs 
and tin* proposal was unanimously agreed to without a division. 

On the 30th November, the Cabinet having in the mean time been rec« 


onstruoted. 


the following Ministers were presented to the House by the Premier, Sipahdar-i- 
Anzain:— 

Sardav Assad ... ... Minister of the Interior. 

Ala-es-Sultaueh ... ... Minister of Foreign Affaire. 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh ... ... Minister of Justice. 

Vosouk-ed-Dowdell .. ... Minister of Finance. 

Sani-ed-Dowleh ... ... Minister of Education. 

Sardur Mansour ... ... Minister of Posts and Telegraphs. 

The War Ollice remains under Sipuhdar-i-Aazam. 

Vosouk-ed-Dowdeh then read the programme of the Cabinet, of which the following 
are the principal features. 

1. Reform of the army, police, and road guards. 

2. An immediate advance of 500,1)00/. and the consolidation of the preseut 
floating debt. 

3. Financial reform and appointment of inspectors and a central Treasury. 

4. Engagement of foreign advisers and reorganisation of all Government 
departments. 

G. P. CHURCHILL. 


Tabreez. 

1. No incident of importance has occurred at Tabreez itself during the past four 
weeks, but the governor-general has found himself somewhat hampered by Sattar 
Khan, who returned to Tabreez early in November from Ardebil. His mismanagement 
of the negotiations with the Sbahsavans and his subsequent flight from Ardebil have 
entirely discredited him. The governor-general does not at present feel strong enough 
to compel Sattar Khan to go to Tehran, out us soon as he receives reinforcements from 
Tehran he proposes to do this. The Russian consul-general appears to have thought 
that the governor-general intended to employ force against Sattar Khan at once, for on 
the 10th November he asked Mr. Smnrt what his attitude would be if the Russian 
troops, whose instructions were to stop fighting in the streets, intervened on the side 
of the governor-general and the national hero were accidentally killed. Mr. Smart 
deprecated such interference as likely to cause complications such as the taking of 
refuge at the Turkish consulate-general. M. Miller asked for instructions and was 
told that the troops must act according to their orders. He also received a telegram 
from M. Isvol.skv telling him to let it he known that fighting would not be allowed and 
informing him that more troops could be sent if required. 

2. One officer and lbrty-two Russian Cossacks were on the 2nd November sent to 
Sarah as the Russian cousulur agent at that place reported that it was threatened by 
rebels. Thirty of the detachment were to return if the officer considered twelve 
sufficient to protect the few Russians at Sarah. 

Ardebil. 

1. At the beginning of Novemlier Sattar Khan, who had been surrounded in 
Ardebil bv Rahim Khan with Kumdaghis and Sbahsavans, escaped with a few men to 
Sarah. The Russian vice-consul at Ardebil telegraphed to the Russian consul-general 
at Tabreez that the town was on the point of falling, that the Government forces hud 
no more ammunition and had begged him to bring in Russian troops, that he could not 
be responsible for the safety of Russian subjects, and that he feared an attack on the 
vice-consulate by the terrified mob. On the 5th November Mis Majesty's acting 
consul-general at Tabreez reported that Ardebil lmd been taken and plundered; the 
local authorities and some others had taken refuge in the Russian vice-consulate, and 
the rebels were demanding their surrender. The Russian vice-consul asked for 
immediate help. The Russian Government had meanwhile determined to reinforce 
their consular guard at Ardebil, and were discussing the question of sending a 
considerable force. Mis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran urged bis Russian colleague to 
discourage the dispatch of a large force, but M. Poklewsky preferred to let his 
Government decide the question without his advice. By the 11th November u Russian 
battalion was on its way to Ardebil from Astara with orders/ to keep the road open and 
to take action against caravans carrying loot and against depots of loot. A regiment 
[10SI] 2 Z 









176 


was also at As tar a ready to move if required. On the 16 th November Russian officials 
at Tubreez stated that at least two battalions and 200 Cossacks had arrived at Ardebil. 
On the 17th November the Russian vice-consul reported that after two days negotia¬ 
tions, Rahim Khan and his men had evacuated Ardebil, a religious service of thanks¬ 
giving for deliverance had been held at which Armenian priests and Moslem mullahs 
officiated, and later the Russian troops had been reviewed. By the 24th November 
the Russian force at Ardebil had reached a strength of 3,200, the regiment from Astara 
having l>een moved to Ardebil. On the 27th November Mr. Smart reported that 
Rahim Khan had gone to Karadagh, and the Shahsevans to Moghan, their winter 
quarters. M. Miller now suggested*tlie placing of Russian garrisons at Ahar, Meshepar, 
and Moghan, and of detachments on the Astara-Ardobil and Ardebil-Tabreez roads. 
M. Poklewsky advised bis Government against this as looking too much like a general 
occupation, and suggested that the troops might punish the Shahsevans, but leave 
Rahim Khan to l»e dealt with by the Persian Government. On the 30th November 
M. Poklewsky announced that it had been decided to withdraw the greater part of the 
troops from Ardebil. Reshid-ul-Mulk lmd meanwhile reached Ardebil and assumed 
the governorship, and some Government troops had also .arrived there. The fact that 
the Russian vice-consul at Ardebil entered into negotiations with Rahim Khan wheu 
in open revolt against the Persian Government has caused much adverse comment in 
the Tehran press, which also states that the rebels have been allowed to convey several 
camel loads of looted property into Russian territory. Much feeling has also been 
aroused by the publication by the Russian vice-consul of a proclamation which, 
according to Persians, amounts to a declaration that lie has taken over the administra¬ 
tion of Ardebil. It appears that Rahim Khan called on the Russian vice-consul, 
expressed his fidelity to Russia, and suggested that Russia should occupy all districts 
where sli* then had troops. 

Zinjan. 

A force of Government troops under Yefmim and Sardar Bahadur arrived from 
Tehran on the 16th November* on their way to Ardebil, but finding Mullah Kurkau Ali 
and others still in revolt against the Government they attacked them. Some fighting 
occurred, but the rebels were soon scattered, and by the end of November all the 
leaders had been captured and order restored. On the 1st December the force was 
still at Zinjan. 


Kazvin. 

Though early in Noveml>er M. Isvolsky stated that events at Ardebil would not 
affect the withdrawal of Russian troojxs from Kazvin, no troops had, oil the 1st December, 
left Persia. On the 25th November M. Isvolsky stated that 300 were about to be 
withdrawn. 

lies iit. 

The town and district have remained ouiet. Amid-us-Sultan, with 250 Government 
troops, left on the 2nd November for Ardebil. 


Meshed. 

1. It is reported that supplies for the winter have been laid in for the Russian 
garrison, as at present constituted. There is also a rumour that barracks are to be 
built outside the city. 

2. Thu Russian authorities are encouraging Afghan pilgrims, and have issued 
notices pointing out that the journey vii\ their railway costs much less than that via 
India. 

3. The collection of the revenue has Iteeii begun, ami at the end of October 
16,000/. were remitted to Tehran. 

4. Major Sykes returned to Meshed on the 23th October, and left, again on tour 
on the 5th November. 

Turbat-i-Haideri. 

1. Lieutenants Makarof and lvuntchenko left on the 13th October for Karez. 
They were travelling to Sarakhs viA Pul-i-khutun. They rode hired donkeys, and 
M. Ivantcheuko was in Arab dress. 
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2. The following moves of Russian Cossacks are reported :— 

On the 17th October four arrived from Birjand on their way to Russia ; on the 
20th six from Birjand on their way to Russia; on the 19th two from Meshed for 
Karez; on the 23rd ten from Meshed for Seistan ; on the 31st six from Karez for 
Kerman ; on the 1st November twenty-five from Seistan for Russia. 

3. His Majesty’s consul was on tour from the 17th October until the 31st, during 
which time he visited Karez and Turbat-i-Sheikh Jam. 


Seistan. 

1. His Majesty’s consul arrived at Seistan on the 12th November. 

2. During September 3,131 cases were treated, and sixty-seven operations performed 
in the consular hospital. 


Ispahan. 

1. Samsam-es-Sultaneh retains the governorship, and the town remains fairly 
quiet. The Tehran road continues undisturbed, and the Yezd road has practically been 
so, though one caravan was plundered. Persian reports describe the Sultanabad road as 
quite unsafe. The Shiraz road near Yezdikhast has remained in the hands of some 
300 Kuhgelui tribesmen, who have plundered several caravans and posts. The Persian 
Cossacks on their way to Shiraz managed to got through during the temporary absence 
of the tribesmen. Insurance companies refuse to insure caravans using the Shiraz road, 
and the rate of transport is double that of last year. The Governor-General of Ispahan 
refuses to guarantee the safety of a specie caravan in his district. There was a 
temporary improvement, but about the 20th November a serious robbery was committed 
by Kuligeluis at Orchini, within 10 miles of Ispahan, on the Shiraz road, when the 
post was entirely looted, and a caravan of 300 animals carried off. The robbers are 
reported to be holding a position commanding the road and barring traffic. 


Yezd. 

'The new governor lias maintained order, punished many offenders, and dispatched 
a force to deal with the Tafti roughs. Many of the latter are now in hiding. On the 
whole, Yezd is a more peaceful spot than it lias lx*en for a long time. The roads are 
much safer, hut one post was robbed near No-Gumhaz early in tlie month. 


Sultanabad. 

The outlook in Iraq is, according to Mr. Vice-Consul Strauss, very unsatis¬ 
factory. The conduct of the new Governor, Muntassir-ed-I )owleh, and local feuds seem 
likely to aggravate the disorder and distress already prevalent in the district. A leading 
priest took refuge in the vice-consulate, averring that the governor sought to kill him, 
hut was eventually persuaded to leave. Many of the wealthier inhabitants of the town 
have left, or are leaving for Kerhela and other places. 


Kermanshah. 

1. Um-ul-Klmkan, mother of the ex-Shah, died at Kasr-i-Shirin on the 
1st November on her way to Kerbela. 

2. About the 8th November a fight took place between Daoud Khan, supported 
by most of the tribes in the Kermanshali district, and the Sinjahis, allied with the 
Jails of Kurdistan and the Ahmedwand Chelabis (Turkish refugees). The governor 
received orders to support Daoud Khan, but as a party in Kermanshah was opposed to 
further lighting as likely to lead to a religious war, the Jails being Sunnis, he delayed 
some days before sending troops. When the troojxs were sent the Sinjahis retired, as 
they did not wish to fight Government troops. Daoud Khan thereupon plundered 
several villages. The roads are unsafe and tne country around Hamadan is reported 
disturbed and traffic practically stopped. 

3. Some alarm was caused in November by a number of Russian subjects 
purchasing large quantities of fodder for horses. 
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Kerman. 

1. The town and district have remained quiet thanks to the strong measures taken 
by the governor. 

2. A telegram dated the 20th November from Kerman stated that the Snrhad 
Baluchis were gathering apparently with the intention of raiding the Narmashir 
district. His Majesty’s Minister having urged the Persian Government to take steps 
to prevent this, troops arc being dispatched from Seistan and Kerman to Bampur, 
whence it is hoped they will he able to control the Baluchis. 


Shiraz. 

On the 24th November a large caravan, which was accompanied by M. Passek, 
consul-general, and M. Kadlubowsky. secretary, of the Russian consulate-general at 
Bushire, was attacked by tribesmen, said to be Boi-Ahamedis, a section of the 
Knhgeluis. Of the escort of two Russian Cossacks, one was killed and the other 
wounded. Two Persian Cossacks were wounded and ten or twelve other Persians 
with the caravan were killed. The attack took place at the Karagntch bridge between 
Khan-i-Zinian and Dasht-i-Arjin. The Russian officials returned to the former place 
to which His Majesty’s consul a; Shiraz with Dr. Woollat, the telegraph doctor, at 
once rode out with an escort. This portion of the Bushire road has been disturbed 
throughout November, the trouble being attributed to the Kashgais, though whether 
with the approval of Soulet-ed-Dowleh or not. is not known. The telegraph line has 
Iieen persistently interfered with bv Kashgais, who nlso detained and Ixiat a signaller 
whom they met on the road. The Boi-ATunedis have also lieen active on the Fars- 
lspalmn border, plundering caravans and in one instance killing five men. Their 
country is under the Governor of Bebbehnn. The latter district has been lately 
separated from Kara and entrusted to the Bakhtiaris. Nothing short of a strong 
expedition is likely to bring the Boi-Ahmadis into order. Between Delibid and Shiraz 
and in the latter town itself the governor-general's prestige has so far sufficed to keep 
order, but failing support in troops or in money wherewith to raise troops it is unlikely 
that lie will be able to maintain older. He is in any case powerless to punish tribesmen 
who commit outrages such ns that on the Russian officials. His Majesty’s Minister 
has strongly urged the Central Government to send immediate support to the governor- 
general. '1 he latter has incurred some unpopularity by restricting the sale of opium. 
A riot occurred in Shiraz on the 28th November. It was soon over, but Mr. Bill was 
inclined to regard the situation in a serious light as the governor-general had no means 
of enforcing his authority and if he resigned there was no one to replace him. 
Sevyid Abdul Hussein, Lari, has been at Shiraz since the middle of November and is 
said to have been reconciled to the Kawamis, 


Russian- Gn.i\ 
liuskire. 

1, Twelve members, instead of six, having been elected irregularly to the local 
assembly, the Minister of the Interior has ordered a fresh election of six members. 
The assembly, having failed to elect, a member to tire National Assembly, lias been 
requested by the Minister of the Interior to elect one of twenty men residino- at 
Tehran, whose names have been telegraphed to it, 

2. The Governor-General of Pars having at the end of October declared that he 
would not he responsible for the safety of the Fuatzabad route, caravans began to use 
the Kazeruti road. Had the latter been placed in charge of the Kashgais? all midit 
have been well, but us it was entrusted to their enemies the Kawamis, the Kashgais 
at once began to molest caravans, In addition to this, the khans of Dalilti and 
Buriwjun are exacting blackmail under the name of “road tax ’’ at nu exorbitant rate, 
and also compel muleteers to buy forage at double the proper price, 

:t. fhe customs coal contractor having failed in his contract, the customs launches 
are now non-elfective and preventive operations are at a standstill. Smugglers are 
taking full advantage of the opportunity thus utforded them. 
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Lingah. 

1. The report that Bastek had been taken proved correct, but its seizure, on the 
29th September, was in no way connected with Seyyid Abdul Hussein, Lari. It appears 
that the Deputy Governor of Bastek, Soulat-ul-Mulk, being very unpopular, the people 
invited his enemy, Ghulara Hussein Khan, Veravi, to come and turn him out. This the 
latter did without resistance, and he made the people pay somewhat heavily for his 
assistance. Latest reports are to the effect that he has left the town, leaving a deputy 
to govern it. The news of events at Bastek caused considerable alarm at Lingah, and 
many British subjects actually embarked for Bombay. His Majesty's consul at Bunder 
Abbas went to Lingah to report on the situation, and found that the alarm was 
exaggerated. Lingah has now assumed its normal condition. 

2. The Italian cruiser “Elba” visited Lingah on the 18th October, having left 
Bunder Ablwis on the 16th. 

Mohammerah. 

V 1 . Bazuki Bashuri, a rich Turkish Christian merchant, residing at Nasiri, is 
purchasing two pumps, which he intends to set up at Wais, where he has leased 
10 square miles of land for ten years from the sheikh, on the sole condition that the 
latter shall have 75 per cent, of the crops grown thereon. Bazuki states that the 
pumps will be of about 25 horse power each, one of English make (Hornsby), 
obtained from Messrs. Block ley and Cree, of Bagdad, the other an old one of French 
make, purchased from Haji Bars. He expects to commence operations in December, and 
will have a Qualified engineer to look after the pumps, and will take levels before 
deciding on the alignment of the canal. His Majesty s acting consul drew Razuki's 
attention to the fact that the Anglo-Persiau Oil Company’s pipe line crossed the area 
leased to him, and advised him to enter into some satisfactory arrangement with 
that company through him before starting operations. This he promised to do. As the 
success or failure of this venture is likely to atlect further irrigation schemes in 
Arabistan, the oil company has, on Lieutenant Wilson’s advice, promised to help Bazuki 
as far as it can. In Lieutenant Wilson’s opinion, if anyone can make a success of the 
scheme it is Bazuki, who has sufficient- capital and is in touch with the people. 

2. On the occasion of the Id-i-Fitri, His Majesty’s acting consul paid a visit in full 
uniform to the sheikh and took occasion to announce the decision of the Government to 
concede a salute of twelve guns to him and of fivo to his son when visiting a British 
war-ship. The sheikh expressed his satisfaction and gratitude at the announcement. 
He lmd heard at Koweit that the political resident at Bushire was proceeding from 
London to Tehran, and expressed great satisfaction at this news. 

8. Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co. propose to import oil to compete with German and 
American importations. 

4. M. Brasseur, a French merchant dealing in English, French, and Russian goods 
—not German—proposes to open a branch in Mohammerah in addition to his Bushire 
branch, and possibly, later on, in replacement of it. 

5. The Imperial Bank of Persia propose to open a branch here in December with 
Mr. Dewar-Dune as manager. The decision is wise, as Mohammerah is rapidly 
increasing in importance, and the existence of a branch of the hank here will still 
further facilitate its progress. 

C. B. STOKES, Major , . 

Military Attache. 


L460631 No. 209. 

Mr. Mar liny to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. 909. Confidential.) 

Sir, Constantinople, December 11, 1909. 

ALTHOUGH I called twice at the Russian Embassy since the receipt of your 
telegram No. 704 of the 0th Dccomlier respecting the reported military action taken by 
the Turkish troops on the Persian frontier in the Urmi districts and also in the 
neighbourhood of Solduz, it was only to-day that I found M. Tcluirikow at home. 1 
informed his Excellency of the substance of the messages 1 lmd received from you 
and added that, having lmd occasion to cull on the Grand Vizier on the 7th instant, I 
had received assurances from his Highness that no forward movements of troops had 
[1081] 3 A 
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taken place in the former regions, while as to the alleged encounter at Pasveh, the 
Turkish force at that post had merely taken precautionary measures against a force of 
Persian Kurds and regulars which appeared to be threatening them. The Grand 
Vizier had even denied that there were any Turkish troops to the east of the contested 
zone, but when I observed that Pasveh which was held by them was beyond question 
in Persian territory, his Highness had made no reply. 

M. Tcharikow said he had had a similar explanation from the Grand Vizier whom 
he had asked for information, but like myself without making any representations. 
The information and instructions he had received from St. Petersburg!! were practically 
the same as those with which you had furnish me, but in view of the -fact that the 
Persian Minsiter for Foreign Affairs had stated that for the present the Persian Govern¬ 
ment did not wish for the assistance of the two Powers, he, M. Tcharikow had replied 
by telegraph to St. Petersburgh that for the present joint representations to the Porte 
seemed to l>e uncalled for and lmd recommended that no step should be made here 
except at the invitation of either Persia or Turkey. 

In his opinion it was not desirable that Russia and Great Britain should appear to 
be imposing their intervention on those Powers, and it would be better to try to 
encourage them to negotiate a definite frontier, and if the negotiations came to a 
deadlock it would then lx* time enough for us to proffer our good offices. His view of 
the present action of the Turks was that they intended to oecupy not only the 
contested zone but also a good many points on the Persian side of it, and then to offer 
to evacuate the latter on condition of being allowed to keep the former, I said that 
this was likely enough but 1 much doubted whether they would ever restore Pasveh 
which 1 understood possessed considerable strategic importance as commanding the best 
pass through the mountains in those regions, to which the Ambassador replied that it 
mattered very little in whose hands it was as the Turks could always occupy it whenever 
they pleased. 

It struck me as rather curious that M. Tcharikow should display so much 
indifference to the possession of Pasveh, to the retention of which by Persia the Russian 
Government was quite recently attaching great importance. 

1 have, &c. 

CHARLES M. MARLING. 


[ 45975 ] > T o. 27a 

Sir A. Kicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. GGO.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, December 14,1909. 

SIR G. BARCLAY was good enough to send mo a copy of his despatch No. 213 
of the 30th ultimo relative to an advance to the Persian Government. I called on 
M. Isvolsky this afternoon, and said that 1 gathered from Sir G. Barclay that it was of 
high importance to furnish the Persian Government with sufficient means to enable 
them to take measures for the purpose of re-establishing order, and generally to set the 
administrative machine going. It was clear that the Persian Government could not 
continue for long to lead a hand-to-mouth existence, with every probability of a 
recrudescence of disorders and disturbances, and a situation of anarchy might arise 
which would compel intervention, possibly on a considerable scale. This was an 
eventuality which both the British and Russian Governments would doubtless do all in 
their power to avoid, and it seemed to me therefore essential that all possible means 
should he adopted to prevent such a contingency. An advance of some kind, therefore, 
would appear imperative, even if securities ami guarantees were not of a very substantial 
character. Such an advance would be in reality tmo economy. M. lsvolsky replied 
that the Russian Government were not at this moment disposed to be particularly 
amiable to the present regime. The Persian Government seemed, of set purpose, to bo 
pursuing a policy of “ pin-pricks” towards the Russian Government. The attitude of 
the Persian charge d’affaires here was almost insupportable, and ho was continually 
coming to tin? Ministry with a series of petty complaints of an unjustifiable nature. 
The Russians had undoubtedly by the dispatch of their troops to Ardebil saved that 
town from tho Shahsevans and had restored it to the Persian Government. For this 
service the latter had not expressed a Avoid of thanks, but had formulated annoying and 
groundless complaints against the Russian consul at that place. Again they were 
complaining because the Russian Government had declined to accord the exequatur 
to a perfectly impossible man whom they had selected as Persian consul-general at 
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Odessa. He could cite me other instances of the irritating policy which the Persian 
Go\ r ermnent. Avere pursuing, and of the indifference which they evinced towards 
securing the good-will of Russia. He himself did not see in what respect tho new 
regime was any improvement over the old. I observed to M. lsvolsky that, in my 
opinion, it was extremely foolish of the Persian Government not to adopt a conciliatory 
attitude towards Russia, but that I had not suggested any favours to Persia. I had in 
my mind the interests of our two countries, which were directly involved if anarchy 
were to ensue in Persia. It was in the interests of us both that some order should be 
evolved in Persia, aud it Avas painfully evident that the Government of that country, 
in their present penniless condition, were quite unable to take any practical measures 
to that end. M. lsvolsky replied that ho feared that he would have the greatest 
difficulty in persuading M. Kokovtsoff to risk placing any more Russian money in 
Persia. M. Kokovtsoff had no parti pris against this or that Persian Government; ho 
was solely concerned with the care of not pledging the Russian Treasury to advances 
which might be lost for ever. Russian linances were undoubtedly improving, but 
M. Kokovtsoff was exceedingly parsimonious, and kept a \ T ery tight hand over the 
purse-strings. lie understood that the Persian Go\*erament wished for an advance of 
about 500,000/., of which the Russian share would bo 250,0001. M. Kokovtsoff would 
have difficulty, after the large sums already lent to Persia, to persuade the Duma that 
such an advance was justified. I suggested to M. lsvolsky that lie should lay before 
M. Kokovtsoff the considerations which 1 had submitted, and explain that if matters 
grew so bad as to inevitably lead up to intervention, the latter would bo infinitely more 
costly to tho Russian Treasury than tho present advance. 

Wo then discussed other matters, but towards the end of my interview M. lsvolsky 
said lie would like to return to the Persian question, and he asked me from what funds 
and in what manner would my Government make the advance. I told him that I could 
not reply off-hand, and I was unable to tell him seance tenante whether the Govern¬ 
ment would find the money or the Imperial Bank of Persia. He said that he did not 
wish to put it forward as a formal proposition, but, in view of the objections of 
M. Kokovtsoff to untie his purse-strings, could I suggest some means by which a joint* 
advance could be made without necessarily burdening the Russian Treasury at this 
moment ? I said I did not quite understand. He replied that he had a dim recollection 
of our having on a previous occasion suggested some “ transaction ” which would have 
facilitated an advance from the Russian Government, ahd perhaps some proposal could 
now be made which would place him in a better position for overcoming the scruples 
and opposition of M. Kokovtsoff. 1 confess I Avas puzzled with the vague hints of 
M. lsvolsky, and I did not know whether he had in mind some arrangement which 
would permit of Great Britain making the whole advance, on the understanding that 
Russia would later reimburse her share. 1 will look up the previous papers before tho 
messenger leaves and see if I can ascertain if some such arrangement had been 
previously mooted. I have also a recollection of something of that nature having 
been put forward, but my memory may lie at fault. I did not like to put tho question 
point blank to M. lsvolsky, as I might have misunderstood him, and, in that case, I 
thought that I might offend him. I said that 1 would commiuiicate with you aud lot 
him have a reply later. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


[ 45952 ] No. 271. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 501.) 

(Telegraphic.) V. Foreign Office, December 20, 1909. 

ACQUISITION of Persian Government’s rights under articles 1 aud 10 of oil 
concession. 

Unless we can have tho opportunity of satisfying ourselves as to the good faith of 
intending purchaser and his financial position by knowing his name, it would be 
impossible for us to undertake to support him. 

The rights of the Persian Government should not bo allowed to fall into the hands 
of a foreigner, and this consideration is more important than the acquisition by that 
Government of 00,000/., which is only a minor point. \Yo can, therefore, only consider 
Mr. Blake’s request when wo have the above information supplied to us. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 814 of the 19th December. 
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[46305] No. 272. 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received December 21.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, December 20, 1909. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury Mr. 
Mallet’s letter of the 1st instant, respecting the charge to Imperial funds of one-half of 
the cost of the survey which it is proposed to undertake in relation to the question of 
effecting a connection between Bushire and some point on the Jahrum-Aliabad- 
Firuzabad section of the Bunder ABbas-Lar-Jahrum-Shiraz route. 

It is intended to entrust this duty to Lieutenant A. T. Wilson, who will be retained 
for the purpose in Persia for four months after his relief from the post of acting consul 
at Mohummerah, and the total expenditure to be shared is estimated at 2,000 rupees for 
contingent expenses in addition to Lieutenant Wilson’s emoluments of 753 rs. 12 a. 
a-month for the period of his retention. 

My Lords, having carefully considered this proposal, direct me to request you to 
inform Sir E. Grey that they agree to the suggested divisiou between Indian and 
Imperial funds of the expenditure involved within the limits named above. 

My Lords have also had before them Sir F. Campbell’s letter of the loth ultimo 
respecting the employment of Lieutenant Wilson on further survey work on the 
Karkhah Liver, and in the circumstances represented, they are willing to defray from 
voted moneys a moiety of the cost involved in the arrangement of retaining, for a period 
not exceeding five months at a charge of 2U/. a-month, the services of four men of the 
guard which had been lent to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

I am, &c. 

G. II. MURRAY. 


(46384] No. 273. 

.Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 810.) 

(1 elegraphic.) P. . Tehran, December 21, 1909. 

OIL Company. 

In reply to your telegram No. 501 of the 20th December, 1909, I have the honour 
to report that Mr. Maurice Blake is telegraphing to the financier in question to apply 
to the Foreign Office, lie still refuses to reveal his name. 


[46383] 


No. 274. 


Sir A. Nicolson lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 


(No. 512.) 

(I elegraphic.) P. St. Petersburg/!, December 21, 1909. 

.... at,va ? ce - 1 have received a letter from Minister for Foreign 

Affairs, ol which following is substance. I will send copy by post to-night. 

lie considers that an advance of 500,0001. will not bring about a radical 
improvement in a situation which is chronic, and which requires moro efficacious 
remedies. Any modest advance made to Persian Government would only’postpoue 
their decision in regard to conclusion of the loan, which is inevitable, ll'e-doubts if 
Russian Government would consent to make any advance to Persian Government 
unless the latter consented to ask assistance of Russians and of Englishmen for the 
realisation of a more or loss considerable loan. 

According to data in his possession, he is of opinion that present condition of 
1 ersinn Imances would allow of the conclusion of a loan of about 3,0(111,000/ with 
assistance ol Russians and of Englishmen, on condition that a portion of loan should 
^ “amoMation oTor extinction of floating debts, which amount to 
about ,000,000/. I he support ol Russia could only be granted on sure and real 
^uaiantecH, and on condition that a commission of financial control be instituted It 
would also be necessary, to obtain from Persian Government a satisfactory settlement 
niilwt^ " re inlC1 ' eS ' 10 Russift an,! England, such as'question of 
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,464221 No. 270*. 

Treasury to Foreiijn Office.—(Received December 22.) 

v»j r Treasury Clutmbers, December 21, 1900. 

1 HAVE laid before the Ixrrds Commissioners of His Majesty’s I reasury Mr. 
Langley's letter of the 10th instant relative to the proposed temporary appointment of 
a consular representative of His Majesty at Birjand, and in reply 1 am to state, for the 
information of Secretary Sir 10. C.rey, that if. in the contingency anticipated by His 

I Majesty's consul for Seistan, the arrangement should become necessary, my 1/mis will 

be prepared to accept as a charge to Imperial funds one-half of the expense involved, 
viz., of 285 rupees per mensem, subject to a possible subsequent reduction. 

1 am, &c. 

T. L. HEATH. 


1 1681 ] 


8 11 * 
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to the presence and action of Turkish troops in Persia, and ask them to verify the 
facts and recall their forces. They should at the same time advise the Persian 
Government to keep quiet on the frontier. 

Mr. Mallet reminded M. de Etter that the Persian Government had expressed the 
desire that the two Powers should not intervene at present, but he replied that the 
Russian Government were aware of that, but thought that silence at this juncture 
would be misinterpreted by the Porte and considered as acquiescence in their action. 

Mr. Mallet said that he would refer the matter to me, and that he thought that I 
should acquiesce in M. Isvolsky’s wishes and instruct Ilis Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Constantinople to make a joint representation to the Porte, provided that I received no 
communication from the Turkish Ambassador in the course of the next few days. 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[45597] No. 278. 

-Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 502.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , December 23, 1009. 

LEASE of land in Arabistan to a Russian subject for irrigation purposes. 
Confidential enquiries might, I think, be made of the sheikh with regard to 
Abbas Aga’s lease, and you may instruct llis Majesty’s consul at Mohammerah to do 
so. I*or the present it will not be necessary to mention the question to M. Poklewsky. 
Reference is to your telegram No. 811 of the 15th December. 


[46648] No. 270. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 505.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , December 23, 1900. 

TURCO-PEItSIAN frontier. 

Action on this subject appears to us absolutely necessary. It is not an exclusively 
Persian question. 

Reference is to my telegram No. 711 of to-day to Constantinople. 


[46648] No. 280. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Mar linn. 

(No. 711.) 

(lele^aphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 23, 1909. 

1UUCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

It appears from a conversation between the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Turkish Ambassador at St. Petersburgh that a settlement of this question by 
mediation might tind favour with Turkey, and that Turkish Government suggest ns 
lirst stop a recommendation to Persian Government to avoid hostilities and bloodshed 
by remaining quiet. 

M Isvolskv desires to make two conditions: (1) that on the re-establishment of 
normal relations the disputed territory should at once be evacuated by the Turks ; and 
(w) that Persian territory should be evacuated immediately. 

^ ou . ^uld support any representations made by Russian Ambassador at 
Constantinople. In the event of our being approached by the Turkish Government, I 
shall reply as intended by M. Isvolsky, but as yet we have heard nothing. 


[46383] No. 281. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Foreign Office , December 23, 1009. 


(No. 1305.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

An account of |a conversation with Count BenckeudorfT with reference to this is 
being forwarded to you by next mail. 
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Hie Majesty’s Government sincerely hope that the Russian Government may see 
their way to contribute 200,0001. towards a joint advance of 400,000£. to be made 
immediately. The despatch mentioned above will acquaint you with the reasons why 
we cannot contemplate a large advance at present. 

Sir G. Barclay fears that if this step, the importance of which he emphasises in a 
despatch just received, bo not taken, the two Powers will soon be forced to intervene 
on a large scale. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 512 of the 21st December. 


[45931] No. 282. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 17th instant relative to the survey of part of South-Western Persia, which your 
company propose to undertake with the assistance of an officer of the Indian Survey 
Department. 

I am to inform you, in reply, that on the morning of the same day (the 17th De¬ 
cember) the draft of a telegram to the Government of India was communicated to this 
Department by the India Office, enquiring whether Mr. G. P. Tate would undertake 
this work at a salary of 800 rupees a-month, bringing with him from India a small 
establishment, the cost of which would bo defrayed, as would the travelling expenses of 
the party to and from the country to be surveyed, for whom, while there, tents anil 
carriage would be provided. The telegram added that the question of scale might be 
settled on the spot between your company’s representative and Mr. Tato. 

The concurrence of this Department in the terms of this message was at the same 
time requested, as it was understood that your company attached importance to the 
completion of the work before the end of the present cold season. 

This concurrence was at once givon, and it is understood that the telegram was 
dispatched forthwith. 

I am, &c. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[46604] No. 283. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Deceived December 24.) 

Sir, India Office, December 23, 1909. 

[ AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 17th instant, on the subject of railway construction in Persia by 
Great Britain and Russia. It is proposed that, as a condition of the loan for which the 
Persian Government have asked, the grant of preferential concessions should be mude 
for the following lines :— 

1. From Julfa viA Tehran to Mohammerah, the southern section only being 
constructed by British capital. 

2. From Tehran vi:\ Kerman to connect with the Indian railway system. 

3. From Bunder Ablwis to Kerman. 

4. From Bunder Abbas viA Shiraz to Ahwaz, with the option of a port at 
Khor Musa. 

5. From Bushire viA Aliabad to a point on the Bunder Abbas-Ahwaz line. 

It is understood that there is no intention on the part of His Majesty's Government 
that any of these lines should bo constructed immediately—indeed, most of them have 
not oven been surveyed, but it is feared that, if the concessions are not at least applied 
for before the expiry of the Russo-Persian railway agreement towards the end of next 
year, they may fall into the hands of a third Power; and it is therefore proposed to 
approach the Russian Government with a view to making a joint demand at once upon 
the Persiau Government. 

Taking first the two lines in which alone Russia is interested, the proposal 
appears to involve certain serious risks. As regards the Julfa Mohammerah lino, 
Sir Edward Grey recognises that simultaneous commencement at both ends, as well sis 
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a satisfactory agreement with the Russian Government regarding tariffs, is an essential 
condition of the construction of the line, but he desires to postpone negotiations on 
these points until the concession has been granted. Apart, however, from the 
disadvantage to which we shall be exposed in settling the question of rates, if the 
negotiations on that point are conducted on a basis which commits us in advance to the 
eventual construction of the line, the proposal has the grave inconvenience of putting 
it in the power of the Russian Government (whose financial resources are a matter of 
conjecture only) to dictate the moment at which British capital shall be forthcoming— 
to an unknown amount—for the construction of the southern section. No indication i8 
furnished in your letter of the sources from which such capital is expected to be found, 
but it must be recognised that, even if the Secretary of State in Council should decide 
that Indian funds could properly be applied to projects of this kind (a point on which 
Sir Edward Grey is well acquainted with Lord Morley’s views), it may well happen 
that at the moment when the demand is made it will be impossible, owing to financial 
stringency, for Indian revenues to make any contribution to the cost. 

it may no doubt be urged that unless these risks are run the concession may be 
given to a third Power. There is, however, no guarantee that this will not happen 
even if the policy advocated by Sir G. Barcluy be adopted. The construction ot the 
line is not contemplated in the near future, but presumably there will be nothing to 
prevent the Persian Government, either propria motu or at the instigation of others, 
from calling upon the concessionaires at any moment to carry out their concessions, and 
in the event of their being unable or unwilling to do so. from handing over the 
concessions to a third Power. 

If these objections are us grave as they appear to be in the case of a purely 
commercial line, they are infinitely graver where most important political and 
strategical interests are involved, as in the case of the proposed connection of the 
Russian and Indian railway systems. It is true that there is no question at present of 
immediate construction, for which the Russian Government are believed to have no 
funds, and that the application for a concession is advocated for purely diplomatic 
reasons. As to the cogency of these reasons Sir Edward Grey is, of course, the best 
judgp. But to regard the measure as one for the realisation of which “the moment is 
still remote,” and at the same time to make a concession to “ the anxiety of M. Isvolsky 
that the question should not be treated as outside the range of practical politics ” seems 
to involve an irreconcilable contradiction, and to attempt to base a practical policy 
upon it seems likely to react unfavourably on the relations between the two countries 
in the long run. 

No mention is made in Sir A. Nicolson’s despatch of the route which the proposed 
through line is to take. In your letter under reply the route proposed is Julfa- 
Tehran Kerman. It is assumed, therefore, that Sir Edward Grey has reason to believe 
that that route will be acceptable to M. Isvolsky, and that the Meshed-Seistan line 
will not be put forward. In any case, the objections, political and strategical, felt by 
Lord Morley to the latter line have already been stated anil remain undiminished. 
The alignment now suggested has not so far as this Olfice is aware, hitherto been 
discussed, and in the absence of data it is difficult to criticise it. From the point of 
view of local political relations it is so fur less objectionable than the other that it 
avoids the eastern frontier of Afghanistan. But strategically the objections to it 
appear to he equally insuperable, whether, after leaving Kerman, it proceeds vi& 
Nushki to Quetta, or, descending to the Gulf at Charbar, runs along the coast to 
Kurrachee. 

When, therefore, the time conies—as it may at a moment not of our own'choosing, 
and probably not. convenient to ourselves—when the Russian Government wish to trans- 
late into action a proposal accepted in principle by His Majesty's Government as within 
the range of practical politics, the fundamental contradiction between the views of the two 
Governments—however skilfully it may have been glossed over in the meantime— 
must emerge, with the result either that His Majesty's Government will be obliged to 
agree to the construction of a line to which they object, or that doubts will be cast 
upon their good faith. 

Turning now to the oilier three lines, in which Russia has no direct interest, it 
may l>e observed that the present position of the two Powers in Persia is the result of 
a very delicate adjustment of their commercial and political interests and spheres of 
iufiuence. The construction of British railways in the south, which may he forced on 
us against our will it’ concessions are obtained now, cannot fail to affect the balance, 
and may lead the Russian Government to seek readjustment by corresponding 
movements in the north. What those lines will be is unknown, hut it is more than 
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probable that a railway to Meshed, with possibly an extension to the southern limit of 
the Russian sphere, will be one of them. To this line, as Sir Edward Grey was 
reminded in my letter of the 17th instant, the Government of India entertain the 
strongest objections—objections in which Lord Morley has concurred. 

And with regard generally to the construction of railways in southern Persia, 
considered from the purely commercial point of view, it is open to doubt whether the 
advantage, even to British trade, would be as great as is sometimes supposed. There 
Beems no probability that the Russian policy of differential rates will ever be so far 
modified in our favour as to enable our trade to compete successfully with Russian trade 
in areas fed by their railways. While as regards the south, the existence of British 
railways with cheap rates will be a strong inducement to Russia and Germany to send 
their goods in increasing quantities by subsidised steamers to the Gulf ports. In any 
case, Indian trade, in competition with British and foreign, stands to gain little. 

The conclusion to be drawn from the foregoing considerations is that if the main 
object at present is not the construction of railways in Persia, but the ear-marking of 
concessions for the purpose of keeping other Powers out, this can bo more certainly 
effected by an extension of the existing “sterilising” agreement for a further term of 
years. Sir G. Barclay foresees great difficulty in inducing the Persian Assembly to 
grant the concessions, and it seems probable that they, at all events, would be less 
unwilling to acquiesce in an extension of the agreement, to w'hich this country should 
also be a party. It is a question, therefore, whether our efforts should not now 
be concentrated unon an endeavour to biing the Russian Government to this point of 
view, and the small loan for which the Persian Government have already asked not be 
overweighted with such conditions as are proposed in your letter under reply. 

A further advantage of this course would be that in the meantime the situation 
would have greatly developed. For example, the fate of the Bagdad Railway, and the 
part destined to be played by other Powers in the Middle East, would be known. Is 
it certaiu that arrangements satisfactory to Russiu in connection with the Bagdad 
Railway cannot be devised, which will remove the necessity she now feels for railway 
expansion in Persia ? 

Again, Sir A. Nicolson (in his despatch No. 028 of the 28th November) expresses 
the opinion that M. Isvolsky would not scruple to admit Germany to the neutral zone 
in Persia as compensation for any assurances she may be willing to give him as to the 
Bagdad Railway. This view is inconsistent with the desire to exclude third Powers 
which underlies the present proposals, and seems to point even more decidedly to a policy 
of further “sterilisation ” as that which His Majesty’s Government should endeavour to 
carry th rough. 

In conclusion, Lord Morley agrees to the proposal to apiK)iut a committee to 
consider the question in consultation with Major Cox; and tne secretaries iu the 
Military and Political departments of this Office will represent the Secretary of State. 
Such large and important interests as are involved in the policy outlined in your letter 
call for the most anxious and deliberate consideration. 

I have, &c. 

R. RITCHIE. 


[46614] No. 284. 

Mr. F. C. Strick to Foreign Office.—(Received December 24.) 

Baltic Home , Leudenhall Street, London, 
Sir, December 23, 1909. 

REFERRING to my previous letter, I now beg to enclose copies of further 
cablegrams exchanged between my linn and its Bussonih houso, and its Bushire and 
Tehran agents on the subject of Hormuz oxide. 

1 may also mention that Mr. Martin Ellinger, of Manchester, called at my London 
office yesterday, and enquired the rate of freight for 6,000 tons of oxide, for shipment 
in January from Hormuz, lie was informed that my firm hud no available tonnage, 
and lie is now looking out for a vessel ou the open market . 

T have, &c. 

FRANK C. STRICK. 


3 C 


[1084] 
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Inclosure in No. 284. 

Copies of Telegrams exchanged between Messrs. Frank C. Strick and Co. (Limited), London, 
and Messrs. Frank C. Strick and Co. (Limited), Bussorah , Messrs. A. and T. J. Malcolm, 
Bushire, and Mr. David Brown , of Tehran. 

Received from Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co., Bussorah, December 14 :— 

“ Probably week ; Reis advising us immediately receives reply.” 

Sent to Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co., Bussorah, December 21:— 

“ Have you any news of Reis ? We are very anxious.” 

Received from Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co., Bussorah, December 22 (23):— 

" Reis: waiting reply.” 

Received from Messrs. A. and T. J. Malcolm, Bushire, December 22 -:— 

“ Moin-ut-Tujjar offering 2,000 tons Hormuz oxide, December shipment, Bombay, 
freight 5s. per ton of 2,240 lb. Please send instructions forthwith. 

Sent to Messrs. A. and T. J. Malcolm, Bushire, December 22:—* 

“ Are we to understand you have authority from Moin-utrTujjar engage freight for 
2,000 tons, Bombay, 5s. 

Received from Messrs. A. and T. J. Malcolm, Bushiro, December 23 :— 

“ We have a telegram from Moin-ut-Tujjar informing us if you will accept 
5s. per ton of 2,240 lb., 2,000 tons, December shipment.” 

Sent to Mr. D. Brown, Tehran, December 14 :— 

“ Whichever offer you have made, presume includes all oxide mined waiting for 
shipment.” 

Received from Mr. D. Brown, Tehran, December 15 :— 

“ Submitted both offers for the consideration of Persian Government to include 
all oxide, &c., mined. Persian Government, if they consider offer favourable, general 
terms will be subject to further discussion.” 

Sent to Mr. D. Brown, Tehran, December 20:— 

“ Although your offers include all oxide mined, it is possible Moin-ut-Tujjar, in 
anticipation of losing concession, may have drawn on Kllinger and Co., Manchester, or 
A. Weir and Co. against Block Hormuz, in which case they might claim stock." 

Sent to Mr. D. Brown, Tehran, December 22 :— 

“ For your information, Moin-ut-Tujjar shipping shortly 2,000 tons for Bombay. 
What is the present position of negotiations ? ” 

Sont to Mr. D. Brown, Tehran, December 23 :— 

■ Kllinger and Co., Manchester, want us carry 6,000 tons oxide, shipment in 
January; replied no tonnage available. If this quantity shipped by other ship, also 
2.000 tons Bombay, our offer will have to he amended, because, besides los9 of oxide, 
we shall have to meet competition, which would soriously affect prices here. Telegraph 
what do you propose to do [regarding]. 

“ From to-morrow to Tuesday send telegrams to 4 Ardia,’ London, employing 
Ardia’s [F. C. Strick anil Co.’s] private and A.B.C. code.” 
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[46631] No. 285. 

Mr. F. C. Stiick to Foreign Office.—(Received December 24.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir f December 23, 1909. 

SINCE writing my previous letter of to-day on the subject of Ormuz oxide, 
the following telegram has been received from Mr. D. Brown, my firm's agent at 
Tehran:— 


“ Mortoza Khan Sani-ed-Dowleh pressing matter with Parliament. He hopes to 
give favourable reply shortly.” 

I have, Ac. 

FRANK C. STRICK. 


[46653] No. 286. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 

(No. S17.) 

( Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 24, 1909. 

JOINT advance to Persian Government. 

Please refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 512 of the 21st December, received 
the 23rd December. 

Figures quoted by M. Isvolsky do not represent position to-day. 

The present customs’ revenue, if not relieved of such charges as the Cossack 
Brigade, cannot bear at the utmost more than 2,500,0001. additional borrowing, and 
this only will be possible if the bank’s advances, which amount to at least 1,800,0002. 
and not to 1,000,0002., are paid off with part of the proceeds. 

The large loan, such as M. Isvolsky contemplates, would presumably include a 
settlement of at least British and Russian, if not all foreigu claims. These latter 
must exceed 300,0002., so that the Persian Government would not have at their 
disposal more than the amount for which they now ask from any operation secured on 
the customs’ revenue while carrying its present charges. 

If the first three of the conditions suggested in my tolegram No. 800 are accepted 
and observed loyally, this amount will, I consider, be sufficient to enable the Persian 
Government, if the two neighbouring Powers show a fair measure of sympathy, to 
re-establish its normal authority and to stand alone. 

With foreign experts to guide the financial administration, and with sufficient 
power in the hands of the Government to enable it to collect taxes, expenditure ought 
not, in future, to exceed revenue—apart from the customs which will then bo fully 
charged. 

Taking into consideration the above facts, the lengthy negotiations inseparable 
from a large loan, uncalled for at present even if His Majesty’s Government were 
willing to facilitate it, the urgent need that the Persian Government, should be supplied 
with the smaller sum for which it lias applied if it is to enforce authority, I trust that 
terms may be speedily arranged with Russia and communicated to Persian Government, 
on which the two Powers will agree to make the joint, advance of 400,0002. 

In the foregoing observations I have supposed the customs’ revenue to be the only 
available security. It is the most convenient, of course. The profits of the mint, 
which amount to 5,0002. per mensem, must be mentioned among supplementary 
securities for borrowing. 


[46652] 


No. 287. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 

(No. 818.) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran , December 24, 1909. 

CIRCULAR Russian Minister tells me thoro are now' about 1,100 Russian troops 
at Kazvin, and same number at Tabreez and at Ardebil. 

(Sent to India. \ 
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[45942] No. 288. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir. Foreign Office, December 24, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 17th instant relative to a proposed concession for the improvement of the 
communications between Bunder Abbas and Kerman. 

With regard to the point raised in the last paragraph of the telegram from the 
Government of India, copy of which was enclosed in that communication, I am to state 
that in any further communication which His Majesty’s Government may make to the 
Hussian Government on the subject of railway construction in Persia, they will certainly 
repeat the request already proffered in their memorandum of the 11th October, 1908, 
that tho line from Askhabad to Meshed may not be built; and 1 am moreover to point 
out that, its clearly apppars from the Russian memorandum of the 15th August, 190S, 
there is but little fear, in view of the financial considerations involved, that this work 
will in any ease be carried out at present. 

1 am to add that Sir E. Grey concurs in Viscount Morley’s proposal that a final 
answer to the Indo-European Telegraph Company should be deferred pending the 
receipt of a further communication from this department on tho subject of ear-marking 
railway concessions in Persia. 

1 am, Ac. 

W. LANGLEY. 


[46656] No. 289. 

8tr A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Greg.—[Received December 25.) 

(No. 514.) 

(Tqlegraphjc.) P. St. Petersburg A, December 25, 1909. 

TURKISH troops on tho Turco-Persian frontier. Your telegram No. 711 of the 
23rd December to Constantinople. 

The communication which the Turkish Ambassador had made to M. Isvolsky was 
road to me by the latter to-day. There was nothing in it, so far as I could perceive, on 
which to base an assumption that the Porto would be willing to come to some settlement 
of tlie front ior difficulty by means of mediation. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
suggested that, as lie had received a communication on the subject of the movements 
of Persian troops in tho neighbourhood of Soldouz, he might take it as affording an 
opportunity for proposing mediation; but he now considered it wiser that the 
representations at Constantinople should be limited to a suggestion that the Turkish 
troops at Soldouz, which without any possible doubt is in Persian territory, should he 
withdrawn, and that the question of mediation should be left alone. 


[46662] No. 290. 

Sir G. Ilarclinj to Sir Edward Greg. —f Received December 26.) 

(No. 819.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tebrun, December 26, 1909. 

IIIS Majesty's consul in Soistan reports that Howson, who is in charge of His 
Majesty’s vice-consulate at Birgared, is treated with scant consideration and respect by 
his Russian colleague. I informed M. Poklowski confidentially, and he will no doubt 
convey the necessary hint to his consul. 

Major O'Connor has now telegraphed to the Government of India recommending 
Howson’s appointment as vice-consul, which lie believes would greatly help to smooth 
the situation. 1 concur. Please refer to my telegram No. 6S0 of tho 22nd August. 
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[46695] No. 291. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received December 26.) 

(No. 820.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 26, 1909. 

POLICING of southern road6. 

Since my consultation with Major Cox (see my telegram No. 772 of the 6th 
November) the outlook has altered. 

Tho negotiations which arc now in progress for a joint loan may cause a 
gendarmerie to be formed and trained by foreign instructors acceptable to Great Britain 
and Russia. It will be difficult if we hold out for the employment of Englishmen, even 
civilians, on the southern roads, to urge the Russian Government to omit from the 
conditions on which her share in the advance will be made conditional, the demand for 
the engagement of Russian military instructors in the north. The advance might be 
wrecked by such a condition, and it may therefore prove politic to leave to the Persian 
Government the selection of foroign instructors in the south, subject, of course, to our 
approval, and to waive our demand for the employment of Englishmen. 

Until the result of the loan negotiations is known, could we not hold our scheme 
in abeyance ? 

[46658] No. 292. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received December 26.1 

(No. 5X6.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburg A, December 26, 1909. 

PROPOSED advance to Persia. 

I saw M. Isvolsky to-day, and left with him a letter, in which I enumerated the 
objections entertained by His Majesty's Government to granting a large loan to Persia, 
and expressed the hope that the proposal would be dropped by the Russian Govern¬ 
ment. In my letter I urged that the Russian Government should join us in making an 
advance of 400,0001., gave the various reasons why this course commended itself to 
His Majesty’s Government, and pointing out how urgently necessary it was that the 
Persian Government should he provided with some funds, &o. 

M. Isvolsky told me that ho personally was anxious that in this matter the two 
Governments should act in harmony, but he feared that it would be a very difficult 
matter to induce the Minister of Finance to join in the advance. I replied that it was 
of the greatest importance that we should act in harmony in this matter, and begged 
M. Isvolsky to impress this aspect of the question on the Minister of Finance. 


[46665] 


No. 293. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received December 26.) 


(No. 364.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 


Constantinople, December 26, 1909. 


With reference to your telegram No. 711 of the 23rd December, M. Tcharykow 
has informed me that, ho has telegraphed to his Government that, in his opinion, the 
language of the Turkish Ambassador at St. Petersburgh was too vague, and does not 
warrant action here on the part of Russian Government. His Excellency added that 
it was most improbable that the Porte will agree to a condition which requires them to 
evacuato all points east of the disputed zone, which they have hithorto occupied. I 
agree that it is most improbable. 


[46692] No. 294. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received December 27.) 

(No. 365.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. P'ra, December 27,1909. 

PERSIAN froulior. My telegram No. 364 of 26th December. 

Russian Ambassador has been instructed to make communication to Porte. 


3 D 


[16S4] 
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[46853] 


No. 295. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 668.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh , December 21, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which I have received 
from M. Isvolsky respecting the question of an advance to the Persian Government. 

I have, &c. 

A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 295. 

A f. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Mon oher Amhnssadeur, Saint-Petersbourg. le 7 (20) de'cembre, 1909. 

.IE n’ai pas manqiuS d’examiner la question de 1'avance de 5,000,000 do roubles iWaire 
au Gouvernement persari; question dont vous m’ave/. entretenu ces derniers temps et qui 
forme l’objet do votre aide-memoire du 27 novembre etde votre lettro du 4 (17) ddeerabre, 
ainai quo d’un tdldgmmine ddtailld de M. Poklewsky. Cette atfaire sera soumise un de 
ces jours il l’upprdciation du Conseil des Ministres. En attendant, je ne puis qiid vous 
exposer mon opinion personnelle b. ce sujet. 

A mon avis, une avance de 5,000,000 de roubles ne pourrait gufcre contribuer il une 
amelioration radicale de l'dtat de choses en Perse. II n'est plus question ?l l’heure qu’il 
est d’une crise aigue quo ce pays traversemit, mais plutbt d’un dtat chronique qui exige 
des inoyens plus efticaces. Loin d’atteindre le but ddsird, toute avance modique faite 
au Gouvernement jiersan ne contribuerait qu'il ajourner sa decision deconclure l’omprunt 
inevitable. Aussi me parait-il douteux que mon Gouvernement consente il verser il la 
Perse une avance quolconque, it moins que le Gouvernement persan ne demande simul- 
tandment l'nppui de la Hussie et de 1’Angleterre pour la realisation d’un emprunt plus 
on moins considerable. 

D’uprfis les donndes que nous poasedous, je crois pouvoir dire que l’titat actuel des 
finances de la Perse lui permet de conclure, avec le ooneours de la Hussie et de l'Angle- 
turre, un emprunt oxtdrieur d’une trentaine de millions de roubles environ, il condition 
bieu entendu qu’une jmrtie de cet emprunt suit utieetde immddiatement il la consolida¬ 
tion on il l'amortisseinent coinplet de toutes les dettes Hottantes du Gouvernement 
Persan, qui atteiguent, il ce qu'il paralt, le chiffre d’une dizaine de millions de roubles 
il peu pivs. Cette premiere operation exdcutde, il resterait il la disposition du Gouverno- 
ment du Schah une vingtaine de millions de roubles, qui lui sufhraient probablement 
pour faire face aux ddponses ndcessitdes par l’introduction de re formes sdrieuses. 

Il va sans dire que l’nppui do la Hussie ne saurait dtre accordde il la Perse que 
centre des pluralities fibres et reelles et il la condition qu’une commission do contrMe 
financier soit institueo. A ce pronos il est H uoter que dans leurs pourparlers avec les 
rupresentants de la Hussie et de 1’Angleterre les Ministres persaus n’ont pas aborde la 
question de garanties. II sera egalement ndeessaire, en outre, d'obtenir du Gouverne- 
ment du Schah une solution satisfaisante de quelques affaires qui touchent do prds aux 
intdrdts do la Hussie et de l’Angleterre, comma, par example, la question descheminsde 
fer, &c. 

■le crois devoir ajouter que les considdrations que je viens d’dniettre sont parta- 
gdes on traits gdndraux par mon colldgue <les Finances, avec lequel j’ai eu un denange 
de vuea il co sujet. 

Votre sinedrement ddvoud, 

ISVOLSKY. 


[46689] 


No. 296. 

Sir A. Johnstone to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Decegiber 28.) 


(No. 160.) 

Sir, Copenhagen, December 22, 1909. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 61 of the 9th instant, I have the honour 
to report that I called last week at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and told 
Herr Scavenius that I had drawn the attention of His Majesty’s Government to the 
article in the “Dannebrog” respecting the proposed expedition by members of the 
Danish Geographical Society to the countries surrounding the Persian Gulf. 

I informed his Excellency that you naturally took an interest in the proposed 
journey to the countries in question, and I added that I was instructed to enquire in 
the most friendly way whether he would be kind enough to supply me with any details 
as to the exact scope of the expedition. 

Herr Scavenius told me that he quite understood the desire of His Majesty’s 
Government for details, and he would willingly send for Dr. Olufseu and request him 
to give him all the information he could on the subject. 

When I called to-day at the Ministry Herr Scavenius handed me an English 
translation of a portion of a written statement made to his Excellency by Dr. Olufsen, 
copy of which I have the honour to enclose. 

His Excellency added that Dr. Olufseu had told him that it entirely depended on 
the generosity of subscribers whether the proposed expedition ever took place or not. 
No commercial agents would be attached to the scientific explorers, but these gentlemen 
would keep their eyes open and would report if they perceived auy kind of opening 
for Danish commerce in the regions visited. 

I have, &c, 

ALAN JOHNSTONE. 


Inclosure in No. 296. 

Extract from Statement made to Herr Scavenius by Dr. Olufseu. 
(Translation.) 

IT is not possible for the present to give details concerning the plans of the 
expedition, as its duration and the extension of the explorations will dopond on what 
amount the committee of the society may be able to gather. 

The working field will be the countries surrounding the Persian Gulf. The 
purpose is scientifical, geological, ethnographical, arclueological, linguistic, and 
botanical researches and studies of miscegenntion in the said countries. 

The expedition is supposed to last about one year, and will consist exclusively of 
Danish scientists. 


[46986] No. 297. 

The Imperial Dank of Persia to Foreign Office.—(Received December 28.) 

Dear Mr. Mallet, 25, Abchurch Lane , London, December 24, 1909. 

I AM much obliged for yam's of yesterday. 

On the 22nd we had a wire from Tehran that a mint contract for 200,000b at 97$ 
hud been obtained, and that in future all minting is to bo on account of the Persian 
Government, the Imperial Bank of Persia to import all the silver they may require 
{i.e., the Persian Government). Wo consider the above satisfactory, as "also what you 
say about the interest due and the 30,000b worth of silver misappropriated by the 
mint. 

\Y ishing all at the Foroigu Office the compliments of the season, yours sincerely, 

T. JACKSON. 
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[46808] No. 298. 

Mr. Wallace to Foreign Office.—(Received December 28.) 

6, Langford Place, St. John's Wood, London, 
Dear Mr. Mallet, December 26, 1909. 

IT appears to have been Christinas that delayed IVArcy’s letter to me. He posted 
it on the 23rd, but it was only delivered here at 10*45 p.m. on tho 24th. He knows 
absolutely nothing, and has not heard even a rumour. Your information lias come as 
a great blow to him—as to all of us. The following are extracts from his letter :— 

“I am afraid that I cannot help you with ideas, but one thing is certain—the sale 
must be stopped—for the fact that the Persian Government is our partner in tho 
stronghold of the concession. Could we form a syndicate to buy half the Persian 
Government’s rights and interests ? They must not sell the whole. We might then 
stipulate that the other half should never be sold. The Foreign Ollice must help us at 
this juncture, and must be persuaded not to support this 4 English financier ’ in this 
instance, although in other circumstances it may be in the ordinary course of business 
to do so. This is not an ordinary business ; it does not make for expansion of 
interests, this bribe to a Government which is hard up. The Persian Government’s 
interest in this concession is a large prospective item of national revenue, and they 
should not be allowed to sell it any more than they would be allowed to sell the revenue 
of one of their ports. Have you any means of finding out whether Cassel is in this ? 
It is remote, but possible. I have thought and thought about who the * financier ’ can 
be, but I cannot spot him.” 

With regard to the name suggested by Mr. D’Arcy, 1 have no means of finding 
out, but probably you have. The suggestion is obviously made at random only. 

1 agree with all that Mr. D’Arcy has written. What we dread is not the man who 
will, or may, buy—whoever he may bo or whatever his nationality. What wo dread 
and protest against is tho alienation from the Persian Government of any portion of its 
prospective revenue from our undertaking. We stand committed to this undertaking 
both in very large sums of money and in a very great deal of past risk; also of labour, 
past, present, and future. We have entered upon this undertaking largely with the 
assistance and wholly, we believe, with the approval of the British Government, and 1 
hope, therefore, that we may be allowed to appeal to you now to assist us in warding 
olT what may in conceivable circumstances prove a very serious blow at our industry. 

Would it be possible for you to request His Britannic Majesty's Minister in Tehran 
to endeavour to prevent, by all means in his power, the alienation by the Persian 
Government of this prospective revenue ? 

Failing that, i.c., if, in his opinion, the Persian Government will find a buyer and 
will sell in spite of his elforts, would it be possible for you to ascertain from him 
whether he can persuade them to agree to sell half their rights to us, with the 
stipulation detailed by Mr. D’Arcy as to the other half. 

I shall not bo in town to-morrow, the 27th, but shall be at your disposal any other 
day this week if you care to send for me. 

Apologising for tho length of my letter, 1 am, &c. 

E. W. WALLACE. 


[46695] No. 299. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

i No. 1371.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office. December 28, 1909. 

Sill G. BAUCLAY’S telegram No. 320 of the 20th December. 

If Russian Government wdl drop condition as to employment of military instructors 
in north, it will be better, in view of considerations advanced, to waive our proposal as 
to British instructors for southern toad-guards, as far at any rate as concerns the 
present advance, the immediate settlement of which is more important. 

We might leave the selection of the instructors to the Persian Government, subject 
to our approval, and the Russian Government might perhaps follow same course. 


[47086] 
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No. 300. 

Board of trade to Foreign Office.—(Received December 29.) 

Sir, Board of Trade , December 28, 1909. 

WITH reference to vour letter of the 16th November, and to previous correspon¬ 
dence on the subject of the provision of road guards in Southern Persia, I am directed 
by the Board of Trade to state, for the information of Sir E. Grey, that they have 
caused enquiries to be made of the principal British firms engaged in the Persian trade 
with regard to the proposed surcharge on imported goods. 

As a result of these enquiries tho Board have ascertained that it is probable that 
considerable objection would be taken, by some at least of the firms interested, to the 
levy at all the ports of the proposed surcharge in order to provide funds for the pro¬ 
tection of the route inland from one port alone. The Board gather, however, that there 
would not be the same objection to the imposition of such a surcharge if levied solely 
on goods entering at Bushire, the road inland from Bushirc being the only one proposed 
to be patrolled. 

It would further seem that if the estimate of the cost of a modified scheme given 
by Acting Consul Bill in his despatch of the 1st September last be accepted as 
approximately correct, a 10 per cent, surcharge at Bushire would, so far as can be 
judged from statistics available, be sufficient to provide the funds necessary for the 
adoption of that scheme. 

In view of these considerations, the Board are strongly of opinion that it would be 
dosirnble that the proposal to be made to the Persian Government should have in view 
a surcharge of 10 per cent, on the import duties, collected at Busliire only, the proceeds 
to be devoted, in the manner suggested, for the security of the routes inland from that 
port. If the scheme be approved by that Government, it will of course be necessary to 
arrange for the proceeds of the surcharge to be paid over direct to the representatives 
of the Indo-European Telegraph Department by the customs authorities at Bushire, to 
stipulate that the surcharge shall not continue in force beyond a definitely limited 
period (say three years) without the consent of His Majesty's Government, and to 
provide for the issue of all necessary directions to the road guard officers that their 
primary duty is to onsure tho security of the roads as trade routes, and only incidentally 
the security of the telegraph plant. 

I have, &c. 

G. J. STANLEY. 


[46653] No. 301. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Sic olson. 

(No. 1372.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , December 29, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

With reference to your telegram No. 512 of tho 21st December, reporting receipt 
of letter from M IsvoLskv, you may inform him, in reply, of the substunco of Tehran 
telegram No. 817 of the 24th December. 


[47185] No. 302. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 30.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of enclosures in a letter 
from the Foreign Secretary to tin* Government of India dated the 29th December, 
relative to a journey by Major P. M. Sykes to Krasnovodsk. 

Indiu Office , December 29, 1909. 


3 E 
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Inclosure in No. 302. 

Major Sykes to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 

®* r > . Meshed, November 6, 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to make the following report on my recent journey to and 
from Krasnovodsk. 

2. At Kuchan I noticed that fine substantial premises were being erected for the 
Russian Bank, and there seemed to be more life than formerly in the streets. 

Askabad was much more flourishing than at the end of 1906, when the whole 
country was overshadowed by terrorism. Possibly the improved state of affairs is 
partly due to the fact that the late head of the police is in prison, like many of his 
colleagues in Transcaspia. The railway service still scorns to run in connection with 
the steamers, and no railway guide was procurable at the station, where the time of 
arrival at Krasnovodsk was given as 3 a.m. by a porter and as 10 a.m. by the deputy 
station master. We actually arrived at 8 a.m. ! Thanks to the kindness of the governor- 
general, two coupes were reserved for my party going to Krasnovodsk and one coupe 
for mo on the return journey. Krasnovodsk, as usual, swarmed with officials; but 
espionage seemed to be rather slacker than three years ago. In other words, I was not 
followed about. 

3. Upon returning to Askabad, I met Mr. Rennie, and we called on General Evreinov 
that evening. The governor-general is a very small, determined-looking man, some¬ 
what resembling the portraits of General Mama of Mellila, with a good knowledge of 
French. At first he appeared to us to be somewhat brusque, and he started by asking 
me why wo did not allow Said Ahmad Beg Jamshedi to have his family. 

I explained to his Excellency, at some length, our position in respect to Afghanistan, 
and added that the Afghan authorities were very dillicult to move. I also enquired 
whether, if the family wore handed over, the Jamshedis would cease to raid across the 
frontier. To this his Excellency replied that there were always raids on the frontier. 
His Excellency acknowledged that most of the .Jamshedis were returning to 
Afghanistan. 6 

As his Excellency begged me to try and arrange for the family of Said Alunad 
Beg to be sent to him 1 said that I would report his wishes, but* that I could not 
hold out much hope of their being carried out, as the matter did not rest with us. 

1. General Evreinov next said that ho wondered whether the British Government 
meant to work in with Russia, and added that he personally admired the English 
but that he could not believo that we really meant to be their friends. Mr. Rennie 
explained that the entente was in its infancy and that time would show its value. Ilis 
remarks visibly impressed his Excellency. 

5. We were then invited to dine at the officers’ club, which is a spacious building 
with a theatre, billiard-room, library, Ac. The most curious thing about it was that 
not a single officer entered it the whole time we were there ; and it appears that the 
bicyclists’ club is more popular, possibly because the general does not frequent it. 

C. The general next broached the question of the badness of the Meshed chaussie 
and remarked that he supposed I should oppose any improvement to it. I replied 
that, on the contrary, 1 would help on any action taken to remove what was a source 
of delay, discomfort, and even danger. Mr. Rennie said that he would see the road 
and that if the Russian legation took up the question, he would shortly be at Tehran 
after having acquired much information on the subject, lie added that he felt sure 
that the British legation would be quite ready to support any scheme which was so 
obviously for the public good. 

i. The general gradually became more and more friendly, and he next referred to 
the currency question, and was much interested when I explained that much of the 
huge export of Poreian krans to Merv reached India via Herat and Quetta and returned 
to Persia via Bushiro. It appears that this question is a burning one, as, in parts of 
Transcaspia, krans alone are accepted and the governor-general considers that Russia 
always loses on the exchange. I was pressod to adviso on this matter, but explained 
that I did not know enough about it. 1 

S. Again his Excellency asked me to express an opinion as to whether it was 
necessary to retain the two squadrons of Cossacks at Meshed during the winter. To 
this 1 frankly replied that 1 could not express any opinion, but 1 pointed out that 
with Russia s gigantic military resources, the locking upof two sotniasof Cossacks was 
a mere bagatelle. His Excellency appreciated the compliment, and replied that the 
holding of India by <5,0U0 British troops was the military marvel of the ago. 
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^ ^^ > Sir 0. Barclay to Sir Edward Greg.—(IImural December 31.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 31, 1909. 

PERSIAN telegraph?*. 

Please refer to my telegram No. 522 of the 1st July and mv despatch No. 150 of 
the 1st August, 1909. 

Director of Persian section of Indo-European Telegraph Department lias received 
an application from the Minister of Telegraphs for the services of an officer for sir 
months to superintend the reorganisation of the Persian telegraph administration. 
Should there he no objection, Barker suggests New for the task. 

the officer will he employed in drawing up a budget estimate and preparing a code 
of regulations for the direction of the employe's ; experience of Persia and of telegraph 
administration and a knowledge of the language are necessary. Such a man can only 
be found among the Indo-European Telegraph Department siaif. 1 trust therefore that 
the same objection will not. Ire raised by the Russian Government as on the previous 
occasion. 

A very desirable reform will be indefinitely postponed if application is refused. 


LltlStJ 
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9. Finally, his Excellency insisted on seeing us back to our hotel, walking arm- 
in-arm, and, in saying good-bye with the utmost cordiality, he said that next time I 
passed through I must be his guest or he would never forgive me. 

10, In conclusion, sir, I would venture to suggest that if ‘some concession, however 
slight, could bo made in the way of meeting General Evreinov's views on the Jamshedi 
question, the etfect would, we both consider, he extremely good. I also venture to 
think, as does Mr. Ronnie, that the hours wo spent with his Excellency have tended 
to remove some misgivings and doubts and to improve our relations with so important 
a personage as the Governor-General of Transoaspia. 

I have, Ac. 

P. M. SYKES, 

His Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General, Meshed. 


[46808] No. 303. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay 

(No. 511.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. _ _ Foreign Office, December 30, 1909. 

D'ARCl oil concession. Acquisition of rights of Persian Government under 
articles 4 and 10. See your telegram No. 810 of the 21st December. 

Strong objection is taken by the oil company to the proposed sale. In view of 
this, Mr. Blake should be told that any support from you is impossible. 

With regard to the idea entertained by the Persian Government of alienating 
their interest in the concession, you should dissuade them strongly from such a course. 
If, however, they will undertake never lo dispose of one-half their rights, the oil 
company are prepared to buy the other half. In the ovent of other means of dis¬ 
suasion proving unsuccessful, you may inform the Persian Government of this 
proposal. 

The oil company regard the question as one of the greatest importance. 

No application from any intending purchaser has been received here up to now. 


[47274] No. 304. 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Meceived December 31.) 

Sir, t Treasury Chambers, December 30, 1909. 

IN reply to Mr. Mallet s^letter of the 21st instant, I am directed by tho Lords 
Commissioners of llis Majesty’s Treasury to state, for the information of Secretory Sir 
Edward Grey, that they sanction the charge to Imperial funds of one-half of the 
expenses (3041. 17s. 10*/.) incurred in order to replace the homes and equipment lent 
by tho 18th Prince of Wales's Own Tiwana Lancers in 1907 for the use of the Indian 
guard at Alovas. 

This sanction is, however, only given on tho understanding that tho horses and 
equipment of the guard, when no longer required at Ah war, or for the purposo 
described in Foreign Office letter of the loth ultimo, will be used for the necessary 
purposes of establishments in Persia to which llis Majesty's Government contribute, 
or that in case of sale, one-half of the proceeds will be credited to the Imperial 
Exchequer. 

1 am, Ac. 

T. L. HEATH. 


[3] No. 305. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.- (Received December 31.) 

(No. 823.) 

(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, December 31, 1909. 

PERSIAN Government's forces, after defeating several times Knradaglns under 
Ridiim Khan’s son, have entered Ahar, where they wore welcomed by the population. 
Karadaghis have lied northwards towards Shokerlu, where Ilahim Klmn Is bolieved 
to be. 
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No. 306. 

Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Foreign Office, December 31, 1909. 

Slr ’ t a\i ( lirppiptl bv Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 

’"“S'o I.™ fuithn instructed .ironglv to dissuade the «■ 

Comp»y ™X Co P»roh.„ Ml their rights <m coadit.on that the, null undertake 

M Vpu£SS^ o-w «>*«i n» *-»*— “•“* 

matter. i am &c 

LOUIS MALLET. 







